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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, September 26 Sts. Cosmas & Damian No Mass No Mass

Tue, September 27 St. Vincent de Paul 7 PM - Mary Grabber No Mass

Wed, September 28 St. Wenceslaus 8 AM - Clara Grabber No Mass

Thu, September 29 Sts. Michael, Gabriel &

Raphael

8 AM - Christian Mothers 7 PM -

Fri, September 30 St. Jerome 8 AM- Catholic Life No Mass

Sat, October 1 St. Therese of the Child

Jesus

No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, October 2 The 27th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

October 2, 2022 Brandon Finke
Johnna Finke

Lilee Finke
Terri Branum KC Usher

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

Charles & Debbie Batenhorst would like to invite our

church family to a reception and brunch after mass on

October 9th. Please join us as we celebrate 50 years of

Holy Matrimony.

Server Training: Please join Fr Alvin for a server

training immediately after mass on September 25th in the

Church. All Rookie and Veteran servers are asked to come

for this training!  Will be quick right after mass!

During CCD on the 25th(Same day) Fr Alvin will be

conducting a training and refresher course for all

Eucharist Ministers and Lectors at the Church.

Please come for this quick meeting.

Christian Mothers Meeting: after mass on October

2nd in the CCD Building. All women in the parish are

encouraged to attend.

Holy Hour: will be this Tuesday, after 7pm Mass. Please

come and spend some time adoring Our Lord, present in

the Blessed Sacrament.

A volunteer is needed to take over handling the

hall rental agreements. Training will be provided.

Please let Fr. Alvin or Bridget know if you are interested.

Thank you.

Knights of Columbus Meeting: following breakfast on

October 2nd. All men are welcome to join!

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

St. Theresa of Lisieux (of the Child Jesus)

By The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica

St. Thérèse of Lisieux, also called St. Teresa of the Child

Jesus or the Little Flower, original name

Marie-Françoise-Thérèse Martin, (born January 2, 1873,

Alençon, France—died September 30, 1897, Lisieux;

canonized May 17, 1925; feast day October 1), Carmelite

nun whose service to her Roman Catholic order, although

outwardly unremarkable, was later recognized for its

exemplary spiritual accomplishments. She was named a

doctor of the church by Pope John Paul II in 1997. She is a

patron saint of missions and of florists.

Thérèse was the youngest of nine children, five of whom

survived childhood. After her mother died of breast cancer

in 1877, Thérèse moved with her family to Lisieux. In the

deeply religious atmosphere of her home, her piety

developed early and intensively. All four of her elder sisters

became nuns, and at the age of 15 she entered the

Carmelite convent at Lisieux, having been refused

admission a year earlier. Although she suffered from

depression, scruples—a causeless feeling of guilt—and, at

the end, religious doubts, she kept the rule to perfection

and maintained a smiling, pleasant, and unselfish manner.

Before her death from tuberculosis, she acknowledged

that, because of her difficult nature, not one day had ever

passed without a struggle. Her burial site at Lisieux

became a place of pilgrimage, and a basilica bearing her

name was built there (1929–54).

The story of Thérèse’s spiritual development was related in

a collection of her epistolary essays, written by order of the

prioresses and published in 1898 under the title Histoire

d’une âme (“Story of a Soul”). Her popularity is largely a

result of this work, which conveys her loving pursuit of

holiness in ordinary life. St. Thérèse defined her doctrine

of the Little Way as “the way of spiritual childhood, the

way of trust and absolute surrender.” She was canonized

by Pope Pius XI in 1925 and was the youngest person to be

designated a doctor of the church.

In 2015 Thérèse’s parents, Saints Louis Martin and

Marie-Azélie Guérin, were canonized by Pope Francis I;

they were the first spouses to be canonized together as a

couple.

https://www.britannica.com/editor/The-Editors-of-Encyclopaedia-Britannica/4419
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

BRIDGING THE UNBRIDGEABLE

GAP

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

“Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm

has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass

from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross

from there to us.”

Abraham speaks these words to a soul in hell in the

famous parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke

16, 19-21) and they are generally understood to mean

that there exists between heaven and hell a gap that’s

impossible to bridge. Nobody passes from hell to

heaven. Hell is forever and no amount of regret or

repentance there will get you to heaven. Indeed, once

in hell, nobody in heaven can help you either, the gap

between the two is eternally fixed!

But that’s not what this parable is teaching.

Some years ago, Jean Vanier delivered the

prestigious Massey Lectures and he took up this

parable. The point he emphasized is that the

“unbridgeable chasm” referred to here is not the gap

between heaven and hell as this is understood in the

popular mind. Rather, for Vanier, the unbridgeable

gap exists already in this world in terms of the gap

between the rich and the poor, a gap that we have

forever been unable to bridge. Moreover it’s a gap

with more dimensions than we first imagine.

What separates the rich from the poor so definitively

with a chasm that, seemingly, can never be bridged?

What would bridge that gap?

The prophet Isaiah offers us a helpful image here

(Isaiah 65, 25). Drawing upon a messianic dream he

tells us how that gap will finally be bridged. It will be

bridged, he submits, in the Messianic age, when

we’re in heaven because it’s there, in an age when

God’s grace is finally able to affect universal

reconciliation, that the “the wolf and lamb will feed

together” (or, as this is commonly read, “the lion and

the lamb will lie down together.”)

The lion and the lamb will lie down together. But

lions kill lambs! How can this change? Well, that’s

the unbridgeable gap between heaven and hell.

That’s the gap between the victim and the killer, the

powerless and the powerful, the bullied and the

bully, the despised and the bigot, the oppressed and

the oppressor, the victim and the racist, the hated

and the hater, the older brother and his prodigal

brother, the poor and the rich. That’s the gap

between heaven and hell. If this is what Isaiah

intuits,

and I think it is, then this image contains a powerful

challenge which goes both ways: It isn’t just the lion that

needs to convert and become sensitive, understanding and

non-violent enough to lie down with the lamb; the lamb

too needs to convert and move to deeper levels of

understanding, forgiveness and trust in order to lie down

with the lion. Ironically, this may be a bigger challenge to

the lamb than to the lion. Once wounded, once victimized,

once hated, once spit on, once raped, once beaten-up by a

bully, once discriminated against because of gender, race,

religion, or sexual orientation, and it becomes very

difficult, almost impossible existentially, to truly forgive,

forget, and move with trust towards the one who hurt us.

This is a tough saying, but life can be grossly unfair

sometimes and perhaps the greatest unfairness of all is not

the injustice of being victimized, violated, raped, or

murdered, but that, after all this has been done to us,

we’re expected to forgive the one who did it to us while at

the same time knowing that the one who hurt us probably

has an easier time of it in terms of letting go of the

incident and moving towards reconciliation. That’s

perhaps the greatest unfairness of all. The lamb has to

forgive the lion who killed it.

And yet this is the invitation to all of us who have ever

been victimized. Parker Palmer suggests that violence is

what happens when someone doesn’t know what else to do

with his or her suffering and that domestic abuse, racism,

sexism, homophobia, and contempt for the poor are all

cruel outcomes of this. What we need, he suggests, is a

bigger “moral imagination”.

He’s right, I believe, on both scores: violence is what

happens when people don’t know what to do with their

sufferings and we do need a bigger moral imagination.

But understanding that our abuser is in deep pain, that the

bully himself was first bullied, doesn’t generally do much

to ease our own pain and humiliation. As well, imagining

how ideally we should respond as Christians is helpful, but

it doesn’t of itself give us the strength to forgive.

Something else is needed, namely, a strength that’s

presently beyond us.

This is a tough teaching, one that should not be glibly

presented. How do you forgive someone who violated you?

In this life, mostly, it’s impossible; but remember Isaiah is

speaking about the messianic time, a time when, finally,

with God’s help, we will be able to bridge that

unbridgeable chasm.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch,

Charles Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Susana Garza, Ralph

Galaviz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez, Martina

Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sergio Saenz Jr, Sophie Saenz

Griselda Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto, Alexis

Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Maria Saenz, Janie Ramirez, Tom

Wilhelm, Kaye Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

ACTS Community invites you to a Mass, in Memory of

Msgr. Waldow, on Saturday 8 October 2022, 5.30pm at St.

Mary’s Cathedral. After Mass there will be a Potluck

Dinner. Please bring a covered dish for 12 people. Tea and

Water will be provided.

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

