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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, October 3 No Mass No Mass

Tue, October 4 St. Francis of Assisi 7 PM - Karen Artho No Mass

Wed, October 5 St. Faustina Kowalska 8 AM - Bernard Grabber No Mass

Thu, October 6 St. Bruno 8 AM - Betty Ray 7 PM -

Fri, October 7 Our Lady of the Rosary 8 AM- Clara Grabber No Mass

Sat, October 8 No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, October 9 The 28th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

October 9, 2022 Roger Batenhorst
Ella Batenhorst

Kyle Guerrero
Suzy Hicks

Christian

Mothers

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

Charles & Debbie Batenhorst would like to invite our

church family to a reception and brunch after mass on

October 9th. Please join us as we celebrate 50 years of

Holy Matrimony.

SAVE THE DATE: Thursday November 10th @ 8am is

sausage making day!!  We are going to stuff and hang

about 1500 pounds for the meal!

This is such a big part of the festival for our community.

Please make plans to be here. We will serve lunch

afterwards!

Christian Mothers Meeting: after mass on October

2nd in the CCD Building. All women in the parish are

encouraged to attend.

A volunteer is needed to take over handling the

hall rental agreements. Training will be provided.

Please let Fr. Alvin or Bridget know if you are interested.

Thank you.

Knights of Columbus Meeting: following breakfast on

October 2nd. All men are welcome to join!

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska

From Franciscan Media

Saint Faustina’s name is forever linked to the annual

feast of the Divine Mercy, the Divine Mercy chaplet, and

the Divine Mercy prayer recited each day at 3 p.m. by

many people.

Born in what is now west-central Poland, Helena

Kowalska was the third of 10 children. She worked as a

housekeeper in three cities before joining the

Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in

1925. She worked as a cook, gardener and porter in

three of their houses.

In addition to carrying out her work faithfully,

generously serving the needs of the sisters and the local

people, Sister Faustina also had a deep interior life. This

included receiving revelations from the Lord Jesus,

messages that she recorded in her diary at the request of

Christ and of her confessors.

At a time when some Catholics had an image of God as

such a strict judge that they might be tempted to despair

about the possibility of being forgiven, Jesus chose to

emphasize his mercy and forgiveness for sins

acknowledged and confessed. “I do not want to punish

aching mankind,” he once told Saint Faustina, “but I

desire to heal it, pressing it to my merciful heart.” The

two rays emanating from Christ’s heart, she said,

represent the blood and water poured out after Jesus’

death.

Because Sister Maria Faustina knew that the revelations

she had already received did not constitute holiness

itself, she wrote in her diary: “Neither graces, nor

revelations, nor raptures, nor gifts granted to a soul

make it perfect, but rather the intimate union of the soul

with God. These gifts are merely ornaments of the soul,

but constitute neither its essence nor its perfection. My

sanctity and perfection consist in the close union of my

will with the will of God.”

Sister Maria Faustina died of tuberculosis in Krakow,

Poland, on October 5, 1938. Pope John Paul II beatified

her in 1993, and canonized her seven years later.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

A THOUSAND LITTLE THINGS

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

Few spiritualities have ever caught our attention and

imagination as has “the little way” of Therese of

Lisieux. By the same token, few spiritualities have

been as badly misunderstood.

For a great many people, Therese’s little way, is

something to be praised and revered (who can say

anything bad about a child or a pious icon?), but it is

scarcely seen as something offering a deep secret to

complex, full-blooded and restless adults.

Recently I received a letter from a reader who shared

with me, both in prose and poetry, a spirituality that

she has forged for herself. It’s a version of “the little

way” and with her permission (with a few deliberate

redactions to disguise her identity—being ”little,” she

is also shy!) I share its broad outlines with you:

“I am 28 years old and have spent most of my adult

life unemployed, like a lot of other people in this

area. I live in an apartment block in one of the most

economically depressed areas of England. The

complex I live in is a large deck-access council

block—of about 1,000 buildings.

“My own flat is about 50 feet up, right over one of the

noisiest sections (which can have its moments,

especially at night). People do their best, but the

place is still full of graffiti, litter and dog dirt—not

much to look at, unless you like a lot of bare

concrete.

“I can’t pretend to be entirely happy in a place like

this—there’s a lot of noise, a lot of violence, the lifts

stink of urine and nobody seems to have any hope

left. Unemployment on these flats normally varies

from 60 per cent to 75 per cent.

“My concern for justice—not only for places like this,

but for women, for the unborn, for disabled people,

for anyone who needs it—led me into politics.

However, the more I go on, the more of a strain I

find it.

“Admittedly, my health hasn’t helped, but the real

strain has been the conflict between the political

mentality and my particular spirituality. In politics,

whatever party you belong to, the aim is to get

power; ideally so that you can use it to empower others.

“I’ve tried to do that, though I’ve never had much actual

power and am growing in the suspicion that even those

who do have power are prevented by the system from ever

using it to really help others.

“But I’ve developed a spirituality for this. It’s about being

vulnerable, hurting alongside people, showing God’s

strength in my own weakness. In a place like this, I don’t

see what else I could have.

“I don’t believe at all that there is anything wrong with

political power; a close friend of ours had a fairly

important political position here and God worked through

him in a number of ways. I just find it’s very difficult to put

it together with being little.

“How does one fight for peace and yet remain gentle? I ask

these questions . . . and I still stay in politics because I feel

if there weren’t any little people, some of the big people

might start to forget about them. I think some of them do

already. So, here’s a poem that says what I feel and think .

. . .

Little Things

There is a strength in little things:

the snowdrop breaking through the sod,

the echo of the voice of God

in every morning bird that sings.

The balm for spirits crushed and broken

is not made by decree of kings,

but from a thousand little things

like gentle words, like prayers unspoken.

The world is huge; around it rings

the clangour of unending war.

Whatever we are fighting for,

there seems no room for little things.

Yet snowdrops do not cease to grow,

small envoys of successive springs;

the still small voice of little things

brings joy amidst our human woe.

When every day the paper brings

more news of human misery,

Lord, give me strength and grace to be

a voice among your little things.

The kingdom of God does, as Christ assures us, lie in

mustard seeds, little things. Thank you, Ruth, for

reminding us of that.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch,

Charles Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Susana Garza, Ralph

Galaviz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez, Martina

Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sergio Saenz Jr, Sophie Saenz

Griselda Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto, Alexis

Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Maria Saenz, Janie Ramirez, Tom

Wilhelm, Kaye Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

ACTS Community invites you to a Mass, in Memory of

Msgr. Waldow, on Saturday 8 October 2022, 5.30pm at St.

Mary’s Cathedral. After Mass there will be a Potluck

Dinner. Please bring a covered dish for 12 people. Tea and

Water will be provided.

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

