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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, October 17 St. Ignatius No Mass No Mass

Tue, October 18 St. Luke 7 PM - Jim Grabber No Mass

Wed, October 19 St. John de Brebeuf 8 AM - Christian Mothers No Mass

Thu, October 20 St. Paul of the Cross 8 AM - George Norwood 7 PM -

Fri, October 21 8 AM- Catholic Life No Mass

Sat, October 22 St. John Paul II No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, October 23 The 30th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

October 23, 2022
Brynleigh

Crockett

Charles Russell

April Artho
Bridget Guerrero CYO

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

Second Collection: for World Missions will be next

Sunday, October 23.

Raffle: We are looking for donations for the Festival

Raffle in these categories: 1) Toys & Games, 2) Spa &

Baking, 3) Tools, 4) Electronics and 5) Whiskey & Guns.

The raffle will be held in the CCD Building, but the

winners will be announced online. If you have a donation

or would like to help get the word out, please contact

Jacob Batenhorst at 970-481-1831 or Rachel Batenhorst at

970-481-1830. You can also email

rachel.batenhorst@gmail.com. Thank you!

Volunteers needed to bake Festival bread: Please

contact Denise Schenk (806-681-6757) if you can help!

SAVE THE DATE: Thursday November 10th @ 8am is

sausage making day!!  We are going to stuff and hang

about 1500 pounds for the meal!

This is such a big part of the festival for our community.

Please make plans to be here. We will serve lunch

afterwards!

A volunteer is needed to take over handling the

hall rental agreements. Training will be provided.

Please let Fr. Alvin or Bridget know if you are interested.

Thank you.

Baptisms: Please note that next Sunday, October 23rd

2022, there will be two infant baptisms within our Sunday

Liturgy.

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

St. John Paul II (Pope)

“Open wide the doors to Christ,” urged John Paul II during

the homily at the Mass where he was installed as pope in

1978. Born in Wadowice, Poland, Karol Jozef Wojtyla had lost

his mother, father, and older brother before his 21st birthday.

Karol’s promising academic career at Krakow’s Jagiellonian

University was cut short by the outbreak of World War II.

While working in a quarry and a chemical factory, he enrolled

in an “underground” seminary in Kraków. Ordained in 1946,

he was immediately sent to Rome where he earned a

doctorate in theology.

Back in Poland, a short assignment as assistant pastor in a

rural parish preceded his very fruitful chaplaincy for

university students. Soon Fr. Wojtyla earned a doctorate in

philosophy and began teaching that subject at Poland’s

University of Lublin.

Communist officials allowed Wojtyla to be appointed auxiliary

bishop of Kraków in 1958, considering him a relatively

harmless intellectual. They could not have been more wrong!

Bishop Wojtyla attended all four sessions of Vatican II and

contributed especially to its Pastoral Constitution on the

Church in the Modern World. Appointed as archbishop of

Kraków in 1964, he was named a cardinal three years later.

Elected pope in October 1978, he took the name of his

short-lived, immediate predecessor. Pope John Paul II was

the first non-Italian pope in 455 years. In time, he made

pastoral visits to 124 countries, including several with small

Christian populations.

The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, a key event in John Paul’s

ministry, was marked by special celebrations in Rome and

elsewhere for Catholics and other Christians. Relations with

the Orthodox Churches improved considerably during his

papacy. His 1979 visit to Poland encouraged the growth of the

Solidarity movement there and the collapse of communism in

central and eastern Europe 10 years later. John Paul II began

World Youth Day and traveled to several countries for those

celebrations. He very much wanted to visit China and the

Soviet Union, but the governments in those countries

prevented that. One of the most well-remembered photos of

John Paul II’s pontificate was his one-on-one conversation in

1983, with Mehmet Ali Agca, who had attempted to

assassinate him two years earlier.

In his 27 years of papal ministry, John Paul II wrote 14

encyclicals and five books, canonized 482 saints and beatified

1,338 people. In the last years of his life, he suffered from

Parkinson’s disease and was forced to cut back on some of

his activities. Pope Benedict XVI beatified John Paul II in

2011, and Pope Francis canonized him in 2014.

mailto:rachel.batenhorst@gmail.com
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

A CANOPY UNDER WHICH TO PRAY

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

Do we ever really understand or master prayer? Yes

and no. When we try to pray, sometimes we walk on

water and sometimes we sink like a stone.

Sometimes we have a deep sense of God’s reality and

sometimes we can’t even imagine that God exists.

Sometimes we have deep feelings about God’s

goodness and love and sometimes we feel only

boredom and distraction. Sometimes our eyes fill

with tears and sometimes they wander furtively to

our wrist-watches to see how much time we still need

to spend in prayer. Sometimes we would like to stay

in our prayer-place forever and sometimes we

wonder we even showed up. Prayer has a huge ebb

and flow.

I remember an incident, years back, where a man

came to me for spiritual direction. He had been

involved for several years in a Charismatic

prayer-group and had experienced there powerful

religious emotions. But now, to his surprise, those

emotions had disappeared. When he tried to pray, he

experienced mostly dryness and boredom. He felt

that there was something wrong because his fiery

emotions had disappeared. Here’s how he expressed

it: “Father, you’ve seen my bible, seen how most

every line is highlighted with a bright color because

the text spoke so deeply to me. Well, right now, I feel

like pitching my bible through a window because

none of that means anything to me anymore! What’s

wrong with me?”

The quick answer could have been: “God is wrong

with you!” I pointed him towards the experience of

Theresa of Avila who, after a season of deep fervor in

prayer, experienced eighteen years of boredom and

dryness. Today, I would have him read the journals

of Mother Theresa who, like Theresa of Avila, after

some initial fervor in prayer, experienced sixty years

of dryness. We nurse a naïve fantasy both about what

constitutes prayer and how we might sustain

ourselves in it. And what often lies at the center of

this misguided notion is the belief that prayer is

always meant to be full of fervor, interesting, warm,

carrying spiritual insight, and carrying the sense that

we are actually praying. Coupled with this notion is

the equally misguided notion that the way to sustain

feeling and fervor in prayer is through constant

novelty and variety or through dogged concentration.

Classical writers in spirituality assure us that, while

this is often true during the early stages of our prayer

lives, when we are neophytes at prayer and in the

honeymoon stage of it.

Much to the relief and consolation of anyone who has tried

to sustain a prayer life over a long period of time, the great

mystics tell us that once we are beyond the early,

honeymoon, stage of prayer, the single greatest obstacle to

sustaining a life of prayer is simple boredom and the sense

that nothing meaningful is happening. But that doesn’t

mean that we are regressing in prayer. It often means the

opposite.

Here’s a canopy under which to pray even as we struggle

with boredom and the sense that nothing meaningful is

happening: Imagine you have an aged mother who is

confined to a retirement home. You’re the dutiful daughter

or son and, every night after work, for one hour, you stop

and spend time with her, helping her with her evening

meal, sharing the events of the day, and simply being with

her as her daughter or son. I doubt that, save for a rare

occasion, you will have many deeply emotive or even

interesting conversations with her. On the surface your

visits will seem mostly routine, dry, and dutiful. Most days

you will be talking about trivial, everyday, things and you

will be sneaking the occasional glance at the clock to see

when your hour with her will be over. However, if you

persevere in these regular visits with her, month after

month, year after year, among everyone in the whole

world you will grow to know your mother the most deeply

and she will grow to you know you most deeply because, as

the mystics affirm, at a certain deep level of relationship

the real connection between us takes place below the

surface of our conversations. We begin to know each other

through simple presence.

You can recognize this in its opposite: Notice how your

mother relates to your siblings who visit her only very

occasionally. During those rare, occasional visits there will

be emotions, tears, and conversations beyond the weather

and the trivia of everyday life. But that’s because your

mother sees these others so rarely.

Prayer is the same. If we pray only occasionally, we might

well experience some pretty deep emotions in our prayer.

However, if we pray faithfully every day, year in and year

out, we can expect little excitement, lots of boredom,

regular temptations to look at the clock during prayer …

but, a very deep, growing bond with our God.

Announcement: Holy Name of Jesus Church

Adoration:

Adoration will take place at Holy Name of Jesus Church in

Happy Tx, this Saturday 15th October after Mass. Let us

spend some time with the Lord in prayer.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Susana Garza, Ralph Galaviz,

Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez, Martina Mendez, Martin

Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario Quzada, Cruz & Lisa

Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz, Stephaney Saenz, Sergio

Saenz Jr, Sophie Saenz Griselda Saenz, Felix Silva,

Pedra Soto, Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary

Ann Sosa, Paula Sosa, Maria Saenz, Janie Ramirez,

Tom Wilhelm, Kaye Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky

Perez.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

