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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, November 21 The Presentation of the

Blessed Virgin Mary

No Mass No Mass

Tue, November 22 St. Cecilia 7 PM - Bernard Grabber No Mass

Wed, November 23 St. Clement I 8 AM - Jim Grabber 7 PM Thanksgiving Mass

Thu, November 24 Thanksgiving 9 AM - Families of Umbarger No Mass

Fri, November 25 St. Catherine of

Alexandria

8 AM- Christian Mothers No Mass

Sat, November 26 No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, November 27 The 1st Sunday of

Advent

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

November 24, 2022

Thanksgiving Day
Rick Auckerman

Davis Wieck

Kyle Guerrero
Jerry Brorman KC Usher

November 27, 2022
Brynleigh

Crockett

Charles Russell

Raynee Robinson
Dustin Artho CYO

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

ALL WOMEN OF THE PARISH: There will be a

Christmas celebration on November 20 at 4 pm in the

parish hall.  We will start with a tour of the church,

followed by fellowship.  Please bring your favorite finger

foods, wine, hot cider, etc.  and an ornament for exchange.

A short meeting, then the ornament exchange will follow.

Looking forward to celebrating the season with you all.

Knights of Columbus: meet the second Tuesday, each

Month, following the 7:00 PM Mass

A volunteer is needed to take over handling the

hall rental agreements. Training will be provided.

Please let Fr. Alvin or Bridget know if you are interested.

Thank you.

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

Thank you so much for everyone’s hard work at

the festival, without your help the festival cannot

exist. We want to extend an extra thanks to Ethan, the

Finke kids, Garrett kid,  Robinson kids, and Wieck kids  for

your help all week.  They helped everyday with festival

preparations. Without these individuals our feet and backs

would hurt more than they did.  The whole parish should

be proud of their hard work and dedication to the Church.

Thanks for your hard work and knowledge,

Cheryl, Jason and Mindi

Thanks to: Karen Artho and Chelsie Artho for the

vacuum donation.

New Church Directory: We are updating the parish

directory and are asking for photos of events at St. Mary’s

over the past five years: Fruhlingsfest, sausage festival-

including sausage and sauerkraut making, celebrations of

sacraments and holidays, church\hall renovations, etc.

E-mail photos to StMarysUmbarger@yahoo.com. Contact

Mary Beth Sayers (806) 654-9106 or Marla Davis (806)

543-1964 with questions or to hand-deliver photos. We will

accept contributions through December 15th.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

CHRIST AS COSMIC

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, in one of his dialogues with
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome,
was once asked: “What are you trying to do?” His answer
was something to this effect: I’m trying to write a
Christology that is large enough to include the full Christ
because Christ isn’t just a divine savior sent to save
people; Christ is also a structure within the physical
universe, a path of salvation for the earth itself.

What is meant by this? How is Christ a structure within
physical creation?

Perhaps the most neglected part of our understanding of
Christ, though clearly taught in scripture, is the concept
that the mystery of Christ is larger than what we see
visibly in the life of Jesus and in the life of the historical
Christian churches. Christ is already part of physical
creation itself and is integral to that creation. We see this
expressed, for example, in the Epistle to the Colossians:

Describing the reality of Christ, the author writes: He is
the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all
creation, for in him all things were created in heaven and
on earth; everything visible and everything invisible … all
things were created through him and for him. He exists
before all things and in him all things hold together …
(Colossians 1, 15-18)

As well, in the Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul tells us that
just as human persons groan within our mortal limits and
ache for immortality, so too does all of physical creation.
The earth too longs for salvation. And the mystery of
Christ is its path to immortality, just as it is our path to
that same end.

The mystery of Christ is wider, deeper, and more
encompassing than what can be seen simply within the
visible life of Jesus and the visible history of the Christian
churches. Granted, what we see visibly in the life of Jesus
and the history of the Christian churches is something
very precious and very privileged. The Christian churches
are (like Mary, the Mother of Jesus) the place where God
visibly, concretely, tangibly, and historically enters this
world. But, as scripture and Christian theology affirm, the
mystery of Christ is more encompassing than what we can
see visibly and historically. It also includes what the
Epistle to the Colossians teaches, namely, that physical
creation itself was somehow created through Christ, that
Christ is what holds it together, and that Christ is what

gives it an eternal future. The mystery of Christ is not just about
saving us, the people on this planet, it is also about saving the
planet itself.

Incorporating this into our understanding has huge
consequences both in how we understand our planet, earth, and
how we understand other religions:

If all things were created through Christ and for Christ, then our
planet, earth, and all of physical creation have value in
themselves and not just in relation to us. The earth too is God’s
child, not self-conscious as we are, but with its own proper
rights and right to respect. Simply put, the earth is not just a
stage for us to play on. It too is part of the mystery of Christ and
the mystery of salvation. We must respect it for its own sake,
and not just because our health depends upon its health. The
deep roots for any eco-theology lie deeper than in the practical
concern for a continued supply of healthy air, water, and food.
Nature too is inside the mystery of Christ.

There are huge implications from this for how we view other
religions. As Christians we must take seriously Jesus’ teaching
that Christ is the (only) way to salvation and that nobody goes to
the Father except through Christ. So where does that leave
non-Christians and other persons of sincere heart, given that at
any given time two-thirds of the world is not relating to the
historical Jesus or the Christian churches?

Unless we understand the mystery of Christ as deeper and wider
than what we can see visibly and historically, this quandary will
invariably lead us to either abandon Jesus’ teaching about being
normative or lead us into an exclusivity that goes against God’s
universal will for salvation. If, by the mystery of Christ, we
mean only the visible Jesus and the visible church, then we are
caught in a dilemma with no answer. If, however, by the
mystery of Christ, we also mean the mystery of God becoming
incarnate inside of physical creation, beginning already in the
original creation, continuing there as the soul that binds the
whole of physical creation together, and being there as both the
energy that lures creation towards its Creator and the
consummation of that creation, then all things have to do with
Christ, whether they realize it or not, and all authentic worship
leads to the Father, whether we can see this or not.

In the words of Kenneth Cragg: It takes a whole world to
understand a whole Christ.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Susana Garza, Ralph Galaviz,

Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez, Martina Mendez, Martin

Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario Quzada, Cruz & Lisa

Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz, Stephaney Saenz, Sergio

Saenz Jr, Sophie Saenz Griselda Saenz, Felix Silva,

Pedra Soto, Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary

Ann Sosa, Paula Sosa, Maria Saenz, Janie Ramirez,

Tom Wilhelm, Kaye Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky

Perez.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

