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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, December 5 No Mass No Mass

Tue, December 6 St. Nicholas 7 PM - Lea Anne Handing No Mass

Wed, December 7 St. Ambrose 8 AM - Christian Mothers No Mass

Thu, December 8 Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin

Mary

5:30 PM - Knights of Columbus 7:30 PM

Fri, December 9 St. Juan Diego 8 AM - August Hesse No Mass

Sat, December 10 Our Lady of Loreto No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, December 11 The 3rd Sunday of

Advent

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

December 8, 2022

Immaculate

Conception

Suzy Hicks
Tanner Robinson

Raynee Robinson
Volunteers KC Usher

December 11, 2022 Laurie Wegman
Breccan Crockett

Braylee Crockett

Stefanie Crockett

Tina Finke

Allison Schmidt

Christian

Mothers

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

The Christmas Pageant will be 12/11/22 and will begin

with a pot-luck supper starting at 5:30 pm. Bring your

favorite dish to share! We will practice during the normal

CCD time that day. Parents, please help getting kids

dressed, placed, and spaced! We are also expecting to have

a visit from a very special someone after the pageant.🎁

We will have regular CCD on Dec 4th and 18th. There

will be no CCD Dec 25th and Jan 1st. We will resume CCD

on January 8th.

There will be a 2nd Collection: next Sunday,

December 11 for the Retirement Fund for the Religious.

Knights of Columbus Meeting: the second Tuesday,

each Month, following the 7:00 PM Mass

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

New Church Directory: We are updating the parish

directory and are asking for photos of events at St. Mary’s

over the past five years: Fruhlingsfest, sausage festival-

including sausage and sauerkraut making, celebrations of

sacraments and holidays, church\hall renovations, etc.

E-mail photos to StMarysUmbarger@yahoo.com. Contact

Mary Beth Sayers (806) 654-9106 or Marla Davis (806)

543-1964 with questions or to hand-deliver photos. We

will accept contributions through December 15th.

Advent Prayer

(a suggested prayer during this WEEK),

Come, thou long expected Jesus,

Born to set thy people free,

From our fears and sins release us,

Let us find our rest in thee:

Israel’s strength and consolation,

Hope of all the earth thou art,

Dear desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,

Born a child and yet a king,

Born to reign in us forever,

Now thy gracious kingdom bring:

By thy own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone,

By thy all-sufficient merit

Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Charles Wesley.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

ADVENT: GESTATING HOPE

INTO REALITY

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, as even his critics admit, was a
man of hope. Indeed his whole vision of things is
generally criticized for being too hopeful. So, in trying to
explain hope and advent, allow me a Teilhard story:

Teilhard was a scientist, and a good one, but he was also a
Christian, a priest, and a man whose ultimate vision of
things was formed by the gospels. Central to his whole
system of thought was his rock-bottom belief that
ultimately all of history, cosmic and human, would come
together, in Christ, into one community of life and love
(as promised by Jesus and as summarized in the early
Christian hymn, Ephesians 1, 3-10). This vision was the
wide framework within which he ultimately set his
scientific theories. But he was surrounded by colleagues,
both Christian and secular, who had a far-less hopeful
view of things. One day he was challenged this way: “You
have an enchanted view of history, believing that
everything will one day culminate in a wonderful
`kingdom’ of peace and love, but suppose we blow up the
world in a nuclear war, what happens to your schema of
things then?”

His response to that question is a textbook definition of
hope: “If we blow up the world it would be a great tragedy
because it would set things back millions of years. But
history will still one day culminate in a kingdom of peace
and love, not because my theory says so, but because God
promised it and in the resurrection has shown the power to
bring this about, despite the things we do.” That’s hope, to
be able to say: “It might take a million years or so longer,
but it will happen because God promised it.”

By what is this characterized? Let’s begin with a certain
via negativa. Hope is not wishful thinking, natural
optimism, or an educated theory based upon CNN.

Indeed, hope is not wishful thinking, the simple longing
for something wonderful to happen to us. I can wish to
win a lottery, marry the most beautiful person in the
world, or score the winning goal in the world cup, but that
isn’t hope. It’s pure wish. Similarly, hope is not optimism;
a natural temperament, however pleasant, which is
perennially upbeat and always sees the positive side of
things.

Finally, hope is also not a positive diagnosis based upon a
shrewd assessment of the facts. Jim Wallis once quipped: “Put
not your faith in CNN!” The same holds true for BBC, CBC,
NBC, ABC, ITV, SKY NEWS, and WORLD NEWS. One does
not ultimately ground hope on whether the world situation
seems to be improving or worsening. Hope does not go up and
down like the stock market because, in the end, it is not based
upon the empirical facts as these are reported on the news.

Hope is believing in the promise of God and believing that God
has the power to fulfil that promise.

What is that promise? God has promised that history (our
private histories, our communal history, and cosmic history) will
one day come together in an ecstatic oneness, a heaven, a
paradise, a community of life around Christ and in God within
which there will be no tears and no death. This will not be a
community of life focused on “food and drink” but one that
takes its breath from love, justice, peace, friendship, affection,
and shared delight in a common spirit, the Holy Spirit.

And what power will bring this about? The power that God
showed in the resurrection of Jesus, the power to bring a dead
body back to life, to redeem what’s been lost, to write straight
with crooked lines, and to bring people together, despite and
beyond hatred, sin, selfishness, mistakes, tragedy, resistance,
death, and all that will ever be seen on CNN.

To live in hope is to live in the face of that promise and that
power and, in that light, to fundamentally shape both our
memories and our future. As regards memory, to hope is to look
back on our lives and see no need to count the losses, underline
the hurts, play the victim, or stew in bitterness because all our
wounds and losses can be redeemed as part of a greater promise.
The same holds true for our future. All our plans and schemes
must reflect the wider plan of God and we, like Teilhard, should
be prepared to live in great patience as we wait for the finished
symphony.

Mary, Jesus’ Mother, is the pre-eminent figure of this. She
shows us hope: Not only did she believe the promise, she
became pregnant with it, gestated it, gave it her own flesh, went
through the pains of childbirth to give it reality, and then nursed
a fragile new life into a powerful adulthood that saved the
world. In that, she needs imitation, not admiration.

Advent is the season for us to imitate Mary’s hope by, like her,
gestating faith, God’s promise, into real flesh.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum,

Kellan Przilas.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez,

Martina Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sophie Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto,

Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Janie Ramirez, Tom Wilhelm, Kaye

Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky Perez, Delia Chapa,

Pedro Silvas, Mary Lopez, Hector Flores.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

