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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, December 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe 8 AM - Cooper Brooks 5 PM - Sick in the community

Tue, December 13 St. Lucy 7 PM - Knights of Columbus No Mass

Wed, December 14 St. John of the Cross 8 AM - Clara Grabber No Mass

Thu, December 15 8 AM - Christian Mothers 7 PM

Fri, December 16 8 AM - Tillie Klein No Mass

Sat, December 17 No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, December 18 The 4th Sunday of

Advent

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

December 18, 2022 Robert Friemel
April Artho

Ella Batenhorst

Tim Steffens

Roger Batenhorst

Marla Davis

KC Usher

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

The Christmas Pageant will be this evening and will

begin with a pot-luck supper starting at 5:30 pm. Bring

your favorite dish to share! We will practice during the

normal CCD time today. Parents, please help getting kids

dressed, placed, and spaced! We are also expecting to have

a visit from a very special someone after the pageant.🎁

We will have regular CCD on Dec 18th. There will be

no CCD Dec 25th and Jan 1st. We will resume CCD on

January 8th.

A volunteer is needed to take over handling the

hall rental agreements. Training will be provided.

Please let Fr. Alvin or Bridget know if you are interested.

Thank you.

Knights of Columbus Meeting: the second Tuesday,

each Month, following the 7:00 PM Mass

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

New Church Directory: We are updating the parish

directory and are asking for photos of events at St. Mary’s

over the past five years: Fruhlingsfest, sausage festival-

including sausage and sauerkraut making, celebrations of

sacraments and holidays, church\hall renovations, etc.

E-mail photos to StMarysUmbarger@yahoo.com. Contact

Mary Beth Sayers (806) 654-9106 or Marla Davis (806)

543-1964 with questions or to hand-deliver photos. We

will accept contributions through December 15th.

Some

Confession/Reconciliation

Service times in Diocese

14th December 2022
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Amarillo

9:00am to 9:00pm

15th December 2022
Holy Family In Nazareth

6:30pm

16th December 2022
St. Anthony’s in Hereford

6pm

17th December 2022
Holy Name of Jesus in Happy

3.30pm - 5pm

22nd December 2022
St Mary’s in Umbarger

7pm
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

EVERY TEAR BRINGS

THE MESSIAH CLOSER

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

“People are always impatient, but God is never in a
hurry!” Nikos Kazantzakis wrote those words and they
highlight an important truth: We need to be patient,
infinitely patient, with God. We need to let things unfold
in their proper time, God’s time.

Looking at religious history through the centuries, we
cannot help but be struck by the fact that God seemingly
takes his time in the face of our impatience. Our scriptures
are often a record of frustrated desire, of non-fulfillment,
and of human impatience. It’s more the exception when
God intervenes directly and decisively to resolve a
particular human tension. We are always longing for a
messiah to take away our pain and to avenge oppression,
but mostly those prayers seem to fall on deaf ears.

And so we see in scripture the constant, painful cry:
Come, Lord, come! Save us! How much longer must we
wait? When, Lord, when? Why not now? We are forever
impatient, but God refuses to be hurried. Why? Why is
God, seemingly, so slow to act? Is God callous to our
suffering? Why is God so patient, so plodding in his plan,
when we’re suffering so deeply? Why is God so
excruciatingly slow to act in the face of human
impatience?

There’s a line in Jewish apocalyptic literature, which
metaphorically, helps answer this question: Every tear
brings the messiah closer! There is, it would seem, an
intrinsic connection between frustration and the possibility
of a messiah being born. It seems that messiahs can only
be born after a long period of human yearning. Why?

Human birth already helps answer that question, gestation
cannot be hurried and there is an organic connection
between the pain a mother experiences in childbirth and
the delivery of a new life. And that’s also true of Jesus’
birth. Advent is a gestation process that cannot be rushed.
Tears, pain, and a long season of prayer are needed to
create the conditions for the kind of pregnancy that brings
forth a messiah into our world. Why? Because the real
love and life can only be born when a long-suffering
patience has created the correct space, the virginal womb,
within which the sublime can be born. Perhaps a couple of
metaphors can help us understand this.

John of the Cross, in trying to explicate how a person comes to
be enflamed in altruistic love, uses the image of a log bursting
into flame in a fireplace. When a green log is placed in a fire, it
doesn’t start to burn immediately. It

first needs to be dried out. Thus, for a long time, it lies in the
fire and sizzles, its greenness and dampness slowly drying out.
Only when it reaches kindling temperature can it ignite and
burst into flame. Speaking metaphorically, before a log can burst
into flame, it needs to pass through a certain advent, a certain
drying out, a period of frustration and yearning. So, too, the
dynamics of how real love is born in our lives. We can ignite
into love only when we, selfish, green, damp logs, have sizzled
sufficiently. And the fire that makes us sizzle is unfulfilled
desire.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin offers a second metaphor here when
he speaks of something he calls “the raising of our psychic
temperature.” In a chemistry laboratory it’s possible to place
two elements in the same test tube and not get fusion. The
elements remain separate, refusing to unite. It is only after they
are heated to a higher temperature that they unite. We’re no
different. Often it’s only when our psychic temperature is raised
sufficiently that there’s fusion, that is, it’s only when unrequited
longing has raised our psychic temperature sufficiently that we
can move towards reconciliation and union. Simply put,
sometimes we have to be brought to a high fever through
frustration and pain before we are willing to let go of our
selfishness and let ourselves be drawn into community.

Thomas Halik once commented that an atheist is simply another
term for someone who doesn’t have enough patience with God.
He’s right. God is never in a hurry, and for good reason.
Messiahs can only be born inside a particular kind of womb,
namely, one within which there’s enough patience and
willingness to wait so as to let things happen on God’s terms,
not ours.

Hence, ideally, every tear should bring the messiah closer. This
isn’t an unfathomable mystery: Every frustration should, ideally,
make us more ready to love. Every tear should, ideally, make us
more ready to forgive. Every heartache should, ideally, make us
more ready to let go of some of our separateness. Every
unfulfilled longing should, ideally, lead us into a deeper and
more sincere prayer. And all of our pained impatience for a
consummation that seems to forever elude us should, ideally,
makes us feverish enough to burst into love’s flame.

To offer yet another image: It is with much groaning of the flesh
that the life of the spirit is brought forth!
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum,

Kellan Przilas.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez,

Martina Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sophie Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto,

Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Janie Ramirez, Tom Wilhelm, Kaye

Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky Perez, Delia Chapa,

Pedro Silvas, Mary Lopez, Hector Flores.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

