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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, December 19 No Mass No Mass

Tue, December 20 7 PM - Penitential Service No Mass

Wed, December 21 St. Peter Canisius 8 AM - Christian Mothers No Mass

Thu, December 22 8 AM - Jim Grabber 7 PM

Fri, December 23 St. John of Kanty 8 AM - Joe Zotter Sr No Mass

Sat, December 24 10 PM - Christmas Eve (Carols

before Mass at 9.30pm)

7 PM - Christmas Eve (Carols

before Mass at 6.30PM)

Sun, December 25 The Nativity of the Lord 9:00 AM - Parish Family 11.15 AM - Parish Family
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

December 24, 2022 Melvin Wieck
Charles Russell

Kyle Guerrero

Brandon Finke

Kevin Schenk

Denise Schenk

KC Usher

December 25, 2022 Rick Auckerman

Paityn Wieck

Heidi Wieck

Davis Wieck

Harold Artho

Dustin Artho

Pat Grabber

CYO

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

Christmas Mass Schedule:

Christmas Eve Vigil: 10 PM with Christmas carols

starting at 9:30 PM.

Christmas Day: 9 AM

Photos for the 2023 St. Mary’s Directory will be

taken in the hall, starting Thursday, January 12
th

from

2:00pm-9:00pm, Friday, January 13
th

from

2:00pm-9:00pm and Saturday, January 14
th

from

10:30am -5:00pm.

Sign-ups will be in the hall starting December 18th

through January 7th either before or after mass.

You can also go online to sign up for a time at

www.ucdir.com and use the church code: TX260

password: photos.  Please pass this information on to

those who would like to be part of our Church family in

the directory.

A volunteer is needed to take over handling the

hall rental agreements. Training will be provided.

Please let Fr. Alvin or Bridget know if you are interested.

Thank you.

Knights of Columbus Meeting: the second Tuesday,

each Month, following the 7:00 PM Mass

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

Advent Prayer

(a suggested prayer during this season),

Master of both the light and the darkness, send your

Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to

hear your voice each day,

We who are anxious over many things look forward

to your coming among us.

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the

complete joy of your kingdom.

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your

presence.

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking

the light.

To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!'

Amen.

- Henri J.M. Nouwen

http://www.ucdir.com/
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

INCARNATION - GOD

WITH US

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

For many of us, I suspect, it gets harder each year to
capture the mood of Christmas. About the only thing that
still warms are hearts are memories, memories of younger,
more naïve, days when the lights and carols, Christmas
trees and gifts, still excited us. But we’re adult now and
so too, it seems, is our world. Much of our joy in
anticipating Christmas is blunted by many things, not least
by the commercialism that today is characterized by
excess. By late October we already see Christmas
decorations, Santa is around in November, and December
greets us with series of Christmas parties which exhaust
us long before December 25th. So how can we rally some
spirit for Christmas day?

It’s not easy, and commercialism and excess are not our
only obstacles. More serious are the times. Can we, amid
the many cruelties of this year, warm up to a season of
tinsel and festivity? Can we continue to romanticize the
pilgrimage of one poor couple searching for shelter two
thousand years ago amidst the plight of the millions of
refugees today who are journeying without even a stable
as a refuge? Does it mean anything to speak of peace after
various elections this year polarized our nations and left
millions unable to speak civilly to their neighbors? Where
exactly is the peace and goodwill in our world today?

Closer to home, there are our own personal tragedies: the
death of loved ones, lost marriages, lost families, lost
health, lost jobs, lost time, tiredness, frustration. How do
we celebrate the birth of a redeemer in a world which
looks shockingly unredeemed and with hearts that mostly
feel heavy and fatigued? The Christmas story is not easily
made credible. How do we maintain the belief that God
came down from heaven, took on human flesh, conquered
all suffering, and altered the course of human history?

This isn’t easy to believe amidst all the evidence that
seems to contradict it, but its credibility is contingent upon
it being properly understood. Christmas is not a magical
event, a Cinderella story without midnight. Rather its very
centre speaks of humiliation, pain, and forced fleeing
which is not unlike that being experienced by millions of
refugees and victims of injustice on our planet today. The
Christmas story mirrors the struggle that’s being
experienced within our own world and within our own
tired hearts.

Incarnation is not yet the resurrection. Flesh in Jesus, as in us, is
human, vulnerable, weak, incomplete, needy, painfully full of
limit, suffering. Christmas celebrates Christ’s birth into these
things, not his removal of them. Christ redeems limit, evil, sin
and pain. But they are not abolished. Given that truth, we can
celebrate at Christ’s birth without in any way denying or
trivializing the real evil in our world and the real pain in our
lives. Christmas is a challenge to celebrate while still in pain.

The incarnate God is called Emmanuel, a name which means
God-is-with-us. That fact does not mean immediate festive joy.
Our world remains wounded, and wars, strikes, selfishness, and
bitterness linger. Our hearts too remain wounded. Pain lingers.
For a Christian, just as for everyone else, there will be
incompleteness, illness, death, senseless hurt, broken dreams,
cold, hungry, lonely days of bitterness and a lifetime of
inconsummation. Reality can be harsh and Christmas does not
ask us to make make-believe. The incarnation does not promise
heaven on earth. It promises heaven in heaven. Here, on earth, it
promises us something else – God’s presence in our lives. This
presence redeems because knowing that God is with us is what
ultimately empowers us to give up bitterness, to forgive, and to
move beyond cynicism and bitterness. When God is with us
then pain and happiness are not mutually exclusive and the
agonies and riddles of life do not exclude deep meaning and
deep joy.

In the words of Avery Dulles: “The incarnation does not provide
us with a ladder by which to escape from the ambiguities of life
and scale the heights of heaven. Rather, it enables us to burrow
deep into the heart of planet earth and find it shimmering with
divinity.” George Orwell prophesied that our world would
eventually be taken over by tyranny, torture, double-think, and a
broken human spirit. To some extent this is true. We’re a long
ways from being whole and happy, still deeply in exile.

However, we need to celebrate Christmas 2016 heartily. Maybe
we won’t feel the same excitement we once felt as children
when we were excited about tinsel, lights, Christmas carols, and
special gifts and special food. Some of that excitement isn’t
available to us anymore. But something more important is still
available, namely, the sense that God is with us in our lives, in
our joys as well as in our shortcomings.

The word was made flesh. That’s an incredible thing, something
that should be celebrated with tinsel, lights, and songs of joy. If
we understand Christmas, the carols will still flow naturally
from our lips.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum,

Kellan Przilas.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez,

Martina Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sophie Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto,

Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Janie Ramirez, Tom Wilhelm, Kaye

Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky Perez, Delia Chapa,

Pedro Silvas, Mary Lopez, Hector Flores.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

