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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, January 16 No Mass No Mass

Tue, January 17 St. Anthony, Abbott 7 PM - Lea Anne Handing No Mass

Wed, January 18 8 AM - Christian Mothers No Mass

Thu, January 19 8 AM - Clara Grabber 7 PM

Fri, January 20 St. Fabian 8 AM - Randy Bigelow Blessings No Mass

Sat, January 21 St. Agnes No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, January 22 The 3rd Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

January 22, 2023 Roger Batenhorst
April Artho

Ella Batenhorst

Dustin Artho

Walt Davis

Marla Davis

KC Usher

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

FRUILINGSFEST MEETING:

January 22nd after mass in the hall!

*Come give ideas about this year's Fruilingsfest as we plan

this important church fundraiser! Chairmen:  Brandon

and Tina Finke 806-681-6232

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, April 29th, 2023

St. Mary’s Photo Directory - Gratitude: A big thank

you to all who made the taking of photos for our picture

directory a great success. May our loving Father in Heaven

bless you and your loved ones.

Knights of Columbus Meeting: the second Tuesday,

each Month, following the 7:00 PM Mass

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

THIS WEEK’S SAINT:
ST. ANTHONY ABBOT

(251 - 356 AD)

St Antony is the originator of the monastic life. He was born
in Egypt: when his parents died, he listened to the words of
the Gospel and gave all his belongings to the poor. He went
out into the wilderness to begin a life of penitence, living in
absolute poverty, praying, meditating, and supporting himself
by manual work. He suffered many temptations, both physical
and spiritual, but he overcame them. Disciples gathered
round him, attracted by his wisdom, moderation, and
holiness. He gave support to the victims of the persecutions of
Diocletian, and helping St Athanasius in his fight against the
Arians. He lived to be over a hundred years old, and died in
356.

The Gospels are full of wise sayings of Jesus that seem to be
ignored, and one of the most poignant of these was in his
meeting with that young man who asked over and over again,
insistently, “What must I do to have eternal life?”. When, in
the end, Jesus told him that if he wanted to be perfect he
would have to sell all that he had and give the money to the
poor, the young man went away, sorrowing; because he was
very rich. What could be more of a waste than that? You tell
someone what he has to do, and he is afraid to do it. And
yet... 250 years later, St Antony hears the story, and does give
away all that he has, and becomes the founder of
monasticism. And then again, over 1,000 years later, St
Francis of Assisi hears the story, and gives away his
possessions (and some of his father’s) and revolutionises
Christianity again.

Not all the words that we speak are forgotten, even though we
cannot see their effects ourselves. Let us pray that those
unknown effects may always be good ones.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

WILLPOWER ALONE

IS NOT ENOUGH

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

John Shea once wrote a haunting poem about John the
Baptist. The poem begins with the Baptist in prison,
hearing the dancing above his head and knowing that this
is soon to culminate in his being beheaded. Strangely, he’s
not too upset. Herod is about to give Herodias’ daughter
half his Kingdom and John feels that he might as well die
in the bargain, given that he’s only half a man. Why does
he feel only half a man? Because, as the poem puts it, he’s
only a half-prophet who can only do a half-job. Thus
thinks the Baptist:

I can denounce a king, but I cannot enthrone one.

I can strip an idol of its power, but I cannot reveal the true
God.

I can wash the soul in sand, but I cannot dress it in white.

I can devour the word of the Lord like wild honey, but I
cannot lace his sandal.

I can condemn sin, but I cannot bear it away.

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world.

John the Baptist is aware of both his strength and his
impotency. He can point out what’s wrong and what
should be done, but after that, he’s helpless, with nothing
to offer in terms of the strength needed to correct the
wrong.

In essence, that’s what we bring to any situation when we
criticize something. We are able, often with brilliance and
clarity, to show what’s wrong. That contribution, like John
the Baptist’s, is not to be undervalued. The gospels tell us
that, next to Jesus, there isn’t anyone more important than
John the Baptist. But, like John, criticism too is only a
half-job, a half-prophecy: It can denounce a king, by
showing what’s wrong, and it can wash the soul in sand,
by blasting off layers of accumulated rust and dirt, but
ultimately it can’t empower us to correct anything.
Something else is needed. What?

Anyone who has ever tried to overcome an addiction can
answer that question. A clear head, a clear vision of
what’s to be done, and a solid resolution to leave a bad
habit behind is only a half-job, a first step, an important
one, but only an initial one. The tough part is still ahead:

Where to find and how to sustain the strength needed to actually
change our behaviour and give up a bad habit? Anyone who has
ever given up an addiction will tell you that, in the end, they
didn’t do it by willpower, or at least certainly not by willpower
alone. Grace and community were needed and they were what
ultimately provided what willpower alone could not.

At one point in the gospels, Jesus tells his disciples that it is
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of needle than for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. The disciples are
stunned and Peter responds by saying: If that is the case than it
is impossible! Jesus appreciates that response and adds: It is
impossible for humans, but not for God. Anybody who is in
recovery from an addiction knows exactly what Jesus means by
that. They’ve experienced it: They know that is impossible for
them to give up the object of their addiction – and yet they are
giving it up, not by their own willpower, but by some higher
power, grace.

The gospels speak of this as a baptism and they speaks of two
kinds of baptisms: the baptism of John and the baptism of Jesus,
adding that John’s baptism is only a preparation for Jesus’
baptism. What’s John’s baptism? It’s a baptism of repentance, a
realization of what we are doing wrong and a clear resolution to
correct our bad behaviour. What’s Jesus’ baptism? It’s an entry
into grace and community in such a way that it empowers us
internally to do what is impossible for us to do by our willpower
alone.

But how does this work? Is grace a kind of magic? No. It’s not
magic. All psychic, emotional, and spiritual energy is, by
definition, beyond a simple phenomenological understanding.
Simply put, that means that we can’t lay out its inner plumbing.
There’s a mystery to all energy. But what we can lay out
empirically is its effect: spiritual energy works. Grace works.
This has been proven inside the experience of thousands of
people (many of them atheists) who have been able to find an
energy inside them that clearly does not come from them and
yet empowers them beyond their willpower alone. Ask any
addict in recovery about this.

Sadly, many of us, who are solid believers, still haven’t grasped
the lesson. We’re still trying to live out our lives by John’s
baptism alone, that is, by own willpower. That makes us
wonderful critics but leaves us mostly powerless to actually
change our own lives. What we are looking for, and desperately
need, is a deeper immersion into the baptism of Jesus, that is,
into community and grace.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum,

Kellan Przilas.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez,

Martina Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sophie Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto,

Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Janie Ramirez, Tom Wilhelm, Kaye

Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky Perez, Delia Chapa,

Pedro Silvas, Mary Lopez, Hector Flores.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

St. Ann’s Annual Sausage Dinner

Parish Hall - 409 3rd St, Bovina

Sunday, January 29 from 11:30 AM - 2 PM

$15 for adults, $6 kids under 6

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

