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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, January 23 Day of Prayer for the

Legal  Protection of

Unborn Children

No Mass No Mass

Tue, January 24 St. Francis de Sales 7 PM - Jim Grabber No Mass

Wed, January 25 The Conversion of St.

Paul

8 AM - Bernard Grabber No Mass

Thu, January 26 Sts. Timothy & Titus 8 AM - Christian Mothers 7 PM

Fri, January 27 St. Angela Merici 8 AM - Joe Zotter Sr No Mass

Sat, January 28 St. Thomas Aquinas No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, January 29 The 4th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

January 29, 2023 Melvin Wieck
Ben Batenhorst

Kyle Guerrero

Bill Dorsey

Kevin Schenk

Denise Schenk

KC Usher

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

FRUILINGSFEST MEETING:

January 22nd after mass in the hall!

*Come give ideas about this year's Fruhlingsfest as we

plan this important church fundraiser! Chairmen:

Brandon and Tina Finke 806-681-6232

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, April 29th, 2023

CCD Parents: please respond to the email from Bridget

Guerrero concerning summer Totus Tuus dates by

January 22nd.

Knights of Columbus Meeting: the second Tuesday,

each Month, following the 7:00 PM Mass

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

SAINT OF THE WEEK:
St Thomas Aquinas (1225 - 1274)

He was born of a noble family in southern Italy, and was educated by

the Benedictines. In the normal course of events he would have joined

that order and taken up a position suitable to his rank; but he decided to

become a Dominican instead. His family were so scandalised by this

disreputable plan that they kidnapped him and kept him prisoner for

over a year; but he was more obstinate than they were, and he had his

way at last. He studied in Paris and in Cologne under the great

philosopher St Albert the Great. It was a time of great philosophical

ferment. The writings of Aristotle, the greatest philosopher of the

ancient world, had been newly rediscovered, and were becoming

available to people in the West for the first time in a thousand years.

Many feared that Aristotelianism was flatly contradictory to

Christianity, and the teaching of Aristotle was banned in many

universities at this time – the fact that Aristotle’s works were coming to

the West from mostly Muslim sources did nothing to help matters.

Into this chaos Thomas brought simple, straightforward sense. Truth

cannot contradict truth: if Aristotle (the great, infallible pagan

philosopher) appears to contradict Christianity (which we know by faith

to be true), then either Aristotle is wrong or the contradiction is in fact

illusory. And so Thomas studied, and taught, and argued, and eventually

the simple, common-sense philosophy that he worked out brought an

end to the controversy. Out of his work came many writings on

philosophy and theology, including the Summa Theologiae, a standard

textbook for many centuries and still an irreplaceable resource today.

Out of his depth of learning came, also, the dazzling poetry of the

liturgy for Corpus Christi. And out of his sanctity came the day when,

celebrating Mass, he had a vision that, he said, made all his writings

seem like so much straw; and he wrote no more.



Sunday, January 22, 2023 The 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

HOLY NAME OF JESUS

MAY YOUR KINGDOM COME,

BUT NOT YET

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

A friend of mine likes to humor about his struggles in
growing up. When I was in my twenties, he quips, I felt
that by the time I was forty I would have grown-up
enough to let go of my bad habits. But, when I turned
forty, I gave myself an extra ten years, promising myself
that by age fifty, I’d have conquered these habits. Well,
now I’m my fifties and I’ve promised myself that by age
sixty, I’ll be more mature and more serious about the
deeper things in life.

Most of us, if we are honest, have a similar story. We’re
well intentioned, but we keep pushing the things we need
to change in our lives off into the future: Yes, I need to do
this, but I’m not ready yet. I want more time. Sometime in
the future I’ll do this.

That’s a near-universal sentiment, and for good reason.
The tension we experience between our desire to grow-up
and our perennial procrastination and infinite stalling in
doing that, reflects in fact a tension that lies at the heart of
Jesus’ message, a tension between God’s promises as
being already here and God’s promises as still coming.
Simply put: Everything Jesus promised is already here and
everything Jesus promised is still coming. We’re already
living the new, resurrected life, even as we’re waiting for
it still to come. What lies inside this paradox?

Biblical scholars and theologians tell us that everything
Jesus came to bring us (the Reign of God, the Kingdom of
God, the New Age, the Final Age, the reign of justice on
this earth, new life, the resurrection, eternal life, heaven)
is already here, except that it’s also still coming. It’s here
now, but not fully; a present reality, but in tension. And
it’s still coming, in its fullness; still to arrive, in ecstasy.
It’s already here and it’s still to be realized. For instance,
when Jesus says that he has come to bring us new life, he
is not talking simply about our future our lives in heaven;
he is also talking about our lives here, already now. The
new life is already here, he assures us. Heaven has already
begun.

Jesus preached this very clearly and the problem was not that his
hearers didn’t understand him. They understood; but, almost
universally, they resisted that message. Much as they yearned
for God’s Kingdom to be already here, like my friend who keeps
asking for another ten years to get his life in order, they
preferred to push things into the future. Having God become
concrete in their lives was far too threatening.

Gerhard Lohfink, the renowned Biblical scholar, aptly
articulates both the resistance that Jesus’ hearers had to this part
of his message and the reason for that resistance: “Jesus’ hearers
prefer to push everything off into the future, and the story comes
to no good end. The reign of God announced by Jesus is not
accepted. The ‘today’ offered by God is denied. And that, that
alone, is why ‘already’ becomes ‘not yet’. …. It is not only in
Nazareth that the ‘today’ of the Gospel was not accepted. Later
also, in the course of the church’s history, it has again and again
been denied or rendered toothless. The reason was the same as
in Nazareth: apparently it goes against the human grain for God
to become concrete in our lives. Then people’s desires and
favorite notions are in danger, and so are their ideas about time.
It can’t be today, because that would mean that our lives have to
change today already. Therefore it can lie, hygienically and
snugly packed, at rest, inconsequential.”

I suspect that all of us can relate to that: It’s very threatening to
have God become “concrete” in our lives, as opposed to God
simply being a reality that will one day become very real.
Because if God is “concrete” already now that means that our
worlds have to change now and we have to stop pushing things
into the indefinite future. This isn’t so much a fault in faith as it
is a procrastination, a stalling, wanting of a little more time
before we need to get serious. We’re like the guests in the
Gospel parable who are invited to wedding banquet. We too
want to go to the feast, intend to go to the feast; but, first, we
need to attend to our marriages, our businesses, our ambitions.
We can get serious later. There’s time. We fully intend to take
Jesus seriously; it’s just that we want a little more time before
we do that.

We are all, I suspect, familiar with St. Augustine’s infamous
prayer. After converting to Christianity at age twenty-five, he
struggled for another nine years to bring his sexuality into
harmony with his faith. During those nine years, he prayed this
way: Lord, make me a chaste Christian … but not yet!

To his credit, unlike many of us, at least eventually he stopped
pushing things into the indefinite future.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum,

Kellan Przilas, Jason Garrett.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez,

Martina Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sophie Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto,

Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Janie Ramirez, Tom Wilhelm, Kaye

Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky Perez, Delia Chapa,

Pedro Silvas, Mary Lopez, Hector Flores.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

