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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, January 30 No Mass No Mass

Tue, January 31 St. John Bosco 7 PM - Christian Mothers No Mass

Wed, February 1 8 AM - Clara Grabber No Mass

Thu, February 2 The Presentation of the

Lord

8 AM - Dorothy Leija 7 PM

Fri, February 3 St. Blaise 8 AM - Randy Bigelow No Mass

Sat, February 4 No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, February 5 The 5th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass



Sunday, January 29, 2023 The 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

February 5, 2023 Tina Finke
Johnna Finke

Lilee Finke

Brandon Finke

Melvin Wieck

Kristi Batenhorst

KC Usher

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

Knights of Columbus Meeting: the second Tuesday,

each Month, following the 7:00 PM Mass

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

THIS WEEK’S SAINT

SAINT DON BOSCO (1815-1888)

He was born in Piedmont of a peasant family, and he
was brought up by his widowed mother. He became a
priest, and his particular concern was for the young. He
settled in Turin, where, as in so many cities in the 19th
century, the industrial revolution was bringing
enormous movements of population and consequent
social problems, especially for the young men who
came there to work. John Bosco devoted himself to the
care of the young, first of all by means of evening
classes, to which hundreds came, and then by setting
up a boarding-house for apprentices, and then
workshops for their training and education. Despite
many difficulties, caused both by the anti-clerical civil
authorities and by the opposition of some senior
people within the Church, his enterprise grew, and by
1868 over 800 boys and young men were under his
care. To ensure the continuation of his work, he
founded a congregation, which he named after St
Francis de Sales (a saint for whom he had great
admiration), and today the Salesians continue his work
all over the world.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

HUNGRY FOR BLESSING

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

Several years ago, I preached a homily on the baptism of
Christ within which I remarked that the words that God
speaks over Jesus at his baptism: “This is my beloved
child in whom I take delight!” are words that God daily
speaks over us.

Some hours later my doorbell rang and I was approached
by a young man who had heard my homily and who was
both moved and distraught by it. He had not been to
church for some time but had gone on this particular
Sunday because he had, just that week, pleaded guilty to a
crime and was awaiting sentence. He was soon to go to
prison. The homily had struck a painful chord inside of
him because, first of all, he had trouble believing that God
or anyone else loved him; yet he wanted to believe it.

Secondly, and even more painful, he believed that nobody
had ever been pleased or delighted with him: “Father, I
know that in my whole life nobody has ever been pleased
with me. I was never good enough! Nobody has ever
taken delight in anything I’ve ever done!” This man had
never been blessed. Small wonder he was about to go to
prison.

What does it mean to be blessed? What is a blessing? The
word blessing takes its root in the latin verb: Benedicere,
to speak well of (Bene—well; dicere—to speak).
Therefore, to bless someone is, in the end, to speak well of
him or her. But this implies a special form of “speaking
well.” To bless someone is, through some word, gesture or
ritual, to make him or her aware of three things:

1. the goodness of the original creation where, after
making the earth and humans, God said that it
was “good, very good”;

2. that God experiences the same delight and
pleasure in him or her. that he experienced with
Jesus at his baptism when he said: “This is my
beloved child in whom I take delight”; and

3. that we, who are giving the blessing, recognize
that goodness and take that delight in him or her.

Thus, the ritual blessing that we are given at the end of a
Eucharist: “I bless you in the name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit” could be pharaphrased to sound like
this: “As we leave this celebration, let us feel deeply and
take with us the deep truth that we, the world, and our
lives are good, very good.

There is no need to live in guilt and depression. We are, despite
our faults, very good and delightful to God. Let us, therefore,
take delight in each other and in ourselves. We are, after all,
extremely pleasing to God.”

When I left home as a 17-year-old boy, my father and mother
blessed me. They had me kneel on the old linoleum floor of our
kitchen, placed their hands on my head and said the ritual words
of Christian blessing.

In effect, however, what they were saying to me was: “We love
you, we trust you, we are proud of you and we send you off with
our full spirit. You are our beloved child and in you we are
well-pleased.”

I suspect that had the young man I spoke of above been blessed
in the same way by his parents or by anyone else significant to
him, he would not have been on his way to prison. To be
unblessed is to be bleeding in a very deep place.

So much of our hunger is a hunger for blessing. So much of our
aching is the ache to be blessed. So much of our sadness comes
from the fact that nobody has ever taken delight and pleasure in
us in a non-exploitive way.

When has anyone ever made you the object of delight? When
has anyone taken, in a non exploitive way, delight in your body,
your beauty, your intelligence, your person? When have you last
felt that you are someone in whom others, and God, take
pleasure and delight?

Only a few, I suspect, move about in their daily lives with the
joy, confidence and grace that comes from knowing that they
are, as persons, good, beautiful and objects of delight.
Depression is more the rule.

Most of us are more like the young man spoken of
above—bleeding, less than whole, unconfident, depressed,
going through life without a sense either of its goodness or of
our own, going through life without being able to really give or
experience delight.

Scripture says that when Jesus was baptized the Spirit came to
him in bodily form and said: “This is my beloved child; in him I
take delight!”

What we need, more than anything else, is to precisely give
bodily form to this blessing. We need, daily, within our families
and within our relationships in general, to do things and say
things that help those around us believe that life is good, that
their lives are good, that they are good and that we, and God,
look on them with great pleasure and delight.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum,

Kellan Przilas.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez,

Martina Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sophie Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto,

Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Janie Ramirez, Tom Wilhelm, Kaye

Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky Perez, Delia Chapa,

Pedro Silvas, Mary Lopez, Hector Flores.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

