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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, February 6 St. Paul Miki No Mass No Mass

Tue, February 7 7 PM - Catholic Life Insurance

Members

No Mass

Wed, February 8 St. Josephine Bahkita 8 AM - Christian Mothers No Mass

Thu, February 9 8 AM - KC McKee Special

Intention

7 PM

Fri, February 10 St. Scholastica 8 AM - Bernard Grabber No Mass

Sat, February 11 Our Lady of Lourdes No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, February 12 The 6th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

February 12, 2023 Laurie Wegman
Tanner Robinson

Raynee Robinson

Harold Artho

Terri Branum

Mike Wegman

KC Usher

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

Second Collection: will be today for Catholic Campus

Ministries.

Contribution Statements: If you need 2022

Contribution Statements, email Christina Wegman at

cwegman696@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus Meeting: the second Tuesday,

each Month, following the 7:00 PM Mass

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

THIS WEEK’S SAINT

SAINT JOSEPHINE BAKHITA (1869-1947)

St Josephine Bakhita, was born near Jebel
Agilere in South Darfur (Sudan). Kidnapped
when still very young, she experienced the
cruelty of slavery as she was sold several times
in slave markets of Africa. Finally she was
rescued by an Italian family and brought to
Italy where she not only became a Christian
but also felt the call to consecrate her life to
God as a sister. She joined the Canossian
Daughters of Charity and lived the rest of her
life at Schio, a small village near Vicenza. She
died on 8 February, 1947.

She is the Patron Saint of modern slavery and
human trafficking.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwbOZGfJYQ4
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

WHEN THERE IS ENOUGH LIGHT IN

THE WORLD

BY FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

There is a famous Jewish parable that runs something
like this: Once upon a time there was a rabbi who was
old, and very holy. One day he gathered his disciples and
asked them this question: "When is there enough light in
the world?"

The first disciple answered: "Rabbi, there is enough light
in the world when it is bright enough so that, from a
distance, one can see whether a stream of water is
moving or standing still."

"That's not enough light," the rabbi answered.

A second disciple ventured another answer: "Rabbi, there
is enough light in the world when it is bright enough so
that one can tell the difference between an oak tree and a
sycamore tree."

"That's still not enough light," the rabbi replied.

A third disciple offered this opinion: "Rabbi, there is
enough light in the world when it is light enough so that
one can tell a sheep from a goat!"

Again the rabbi replied: "That is still not enough light."

All his disciples were silent then. They looked at each
other in wonder and then at the rabbi in a questioning
way. "What answer could he possibly want?" they
wondered.

At last the rabbi answered his own question: "There is
enough light in the world when it is so bright that anyone
can look in the face of anyone else and see in that face
the face of a brother or a sister."

This is a parable about the essence of religion, all
religion, Christianity included. Religion is not ultimately
about reading the signs of the times (telling flowing
streams from stagnant ones), dogmatic or political
correctness (telling oaks from sycamores), or even about
morality (telling sheep from goats).

Good as these things are they are not what religion is
really about.

God is light and God's light in this world is meant, first,
to help us see each others' faces correctly. Religion is
about charity towards each other. Everything else,
dogmas and morals included, is secondary.

Jesus used his own parable, now also famous, to try to make
precisely this point. In the parable of the good

Samaritan, we see that the two persons who did not stop to help
the man who was lying half-dead in the ditch did so for high
reasons. The priest passed by and did not stop to help.

Why? The parable does not say that he failed because he was
hardened, mean, selfish or lacking in goodness. He did not stop
precisely because he was a priest. His motives were religious.
Not knowing whether the man was dead, as a priest he could
not touch him because if he touched a dead body he would
sustain ritual defilement and this would bar him from certain
priestly duties.

Hence, whether moved in compassion or not, he left a dying
man lying alone in a ditch. He had religious considerations that
outweighed his compassion.

The scribe, I suspect, did not stop for similar reasons. The
Samaritan, however, free from those constraints, was able to
follow his heart and let simple human compassion move him to
reach through the distance that had been created by reputation,
ethnicity, ideology, bad history and religion.

There was enough light for him to see that the face of the man
lying in the ditch was the face of a brother, despite all that race,
creed and circumstance had placed between them.

We all need to let ourselves be challenged by this and the
challenge it brings is not simplistic and saccharine ("Can't we
all just love each other?"). The challenge of these parables is to
look at all the things that, for high reasons, block our basic
compassion towards each other. The challenge is to look at the
various ways we rationalize our lack of fundamental charity
and respect for each other, how we use high (religious) reasons
to block what charity asks of us.

What should we be watching for?

If I am of a more conservative bent, I want to be careful that
my legitimate concern for dogma and orthodoxy does not get in
the way of my charity. The same holds true for my concern for
morality, especially sexual morality. It is not that these things
are not important, it is just that charity is more important.

Conversely, if my leaning is more liberal, I want to be careful
that my legitimate concern for liberal orthodoxy (political
correctness) does not derail a more primary religious demand,
namely, to be charitable above all and to all. In the same vein,
my passion for social justice, no matter how urgent the cause,
does not give me permission to be selective in my charity.

The old rabbi was right. In the end, God's presence in this
world is about charity. Let's not kid ourselves about that!
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS: please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch, Charles

Russell, Gina Pender, Brenda Grabber, James Ankrum,

Kellan Przilas.

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez,

Martina Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sophie Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto,

Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Janie Ramirez, Tom Wilhelm, Kaye

Venhaus, Hipolito Saenz, Ricky Perez, Delia Chapa,

Pedro Silvas, Mary Lopez, Hector Flores.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

