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WWPRs Safe Haven Sunday took place on the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (February 6-7th).  The 

Second Reading that Sunday was from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.   

 

Brothers and sisters:       1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23 

If I preach the gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, 

for an obligation has been imposed on me, 

and woe to me if I do not preach it! 

If I do so willingly, I have a recompense, 

but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship. 

What then is my recompense? 

That, when I preach, 

I offer the gospel free of charge 

so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 

 

Although I am free in regard to all, 

I have made myself a slave to all 

so as to win over as many as possible. 

To the weak I became weak, to win over the weak. 

I have become all things to all, to save at least some. 

All this I do for the sake of the gospel, 

so that I too may have a share in it. 

 

  The simplicity of St. Paul’s words is striking…If I preach the Gospel, this is no reason for me 

to boast, for an obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to me if I do not preach it! The Gospel, 

the Good News, has been proclaimed to Him, so He now must proclaim Christ to others. It is 

something that cannot stay hidden, sheltered within, Paul knows that if he were to try then he would 

echo Jeremiah it is as if a fire is burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones, I grow weary holding 

back, I cannot! (Jer 20:9)    

 The world was in darkness, ruled by death, sin, and disorder…a great chasm existed between 

humanity and God…hope was hard to come by, but then God so loved the world that He sent His only 

Begotten Son (Jn 3:16) to become like us in all things but sin (Heb 4:15). God entered into the 

disordered chaos of the world, to be near to us, to love us. But that wasn’t enough, He didn’t stop there, 

He went straight to Calvary. Jesus hugged the cross, kissed the cross, the means of His torture and 

death, so that He could have victory over sin and death, so that we may not only be close to Him during 
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our life on earth, but for eternity. Jesus did that for us, so that we may be know Him, His mercy, His 

forgiveness. It is for this message, this Gospel that St. Paul became its servant, its slave. He became a 

slave to all, so as to win over as many as possible because Jesus is more than worth it…Jesus is 

essential, Jesus needs to be proclaimed, so that Jesus can heal.  

 Jesus loves to heal, to share His mercy and forgiveness. That is why the whole town of 

Capernaum gathered at the door (Mk 1:33) to be near to him. Jesus so badly wants to share His life 

with us and for us to be transformed by Him. Which is why it saddens my heart so much that we have 

to talk about this next part, but out of love we must, out of service to the Gospel, as your servants, as 

your father, we must bring it out of the darkness. It thrives in the darkness, but shrivels in the light of 

Christ. Just as Paul, an obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to me if I do not preach it!  

 It is an obligation because, there is something out there that shrouds the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

that blinds its victims to the presence of Christ, the mercy of Christ. It makes them feel unlovable, full 

of shame, separated from Christ. They cannot see Christ. They cannot hear Christ. They cannot hear 

that Jesus has had victory over sin and death for them on the Cross. AND That is not acceptable. I 

cannot let this be the end of the story. It doesn’t have to be the end of the story.  

 Which is exactly why we hosted Covenant Eyes’ Safe Haven Sunday here at WWPR. There is 

an evil industry that continues to blind too many young people and old alike to the mercy of Christ, to 

snuff out the light of Christ that they received at Baptism. That evil is the industry of pornography. It 

affects too many families as the average age of exposure continues to drop as technology becomes 

more and more accessible—currently it is between 8 and 11 years. Most of them are accidental 

exposures, something that happens to your children. Whether you have young children, grandchildren, 

nieces and nephews, we all know someone that this might be impacting. We want to continue to 

support you all in this fight against an industry that spreads shame and blindness. While it is such an 

evil and powerful industry, that is wreaking havoc, we should not fall into the trap of despair. That is 

exactly what the evil one wants. There are so many reasons to have hope. Even if someone has fallen 

victim to this evil industry that thrives in darkness, secrecy—it has nothing on the power and mercy of 

Jesus Christ. We just need to shed His light and mercy onto it. Bring it out of the darkness. Let’s talk 

about it. It is ok to talk about it. Jesus embraced the cross for all of us, even those with addictions. So, 

what can we do?  
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 The number one way to change this narrative is by talking to our young people before their first 

exposure, so they know what to do, who to talk to, and give them to the confidence that you will love 

them and be proud of them for having the courage to come to you. You are not alone in this journey. 

Pornography and other explicit online content impacts more people than it doesn’t. We want to walk 

this journey with all of you and support you all any way that we can. We love you and want to share 

the love and mercy of Christ with all of you. Please let us know how we can support you in any way.  

 Jesus hugged the cross, kissed the cross, the means of His torture and death, so that He could 

have victory over sin and death, so that we may not only be close to Him during our life on earth, but 

for eternity. Jesus didn’t die and rise again so many of His children would remain unable to see Him 

because of their addiction to pornography. No, He embraced the Cross so that they too may be healed, 

may know His mercy, and be united with Him for all eternity. So, woe to us if we do not preach the 

Good News of Jesus Christ! Woe to us if let the evil one have his victory! We promise to become your 

servants, servants of the Gospel, so that we may win over as many as possible to Jesus’ love and 

mercy. 


