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This homily took place on the 2nd Sunday of Lent about Spiritual Warfare and uses the Cycle B 

Readings: 

We will all face spiritual warfare during our lives. We will all face attacks from the evil 

one. It is just a given. The evil one does not want us to spend eternity in heaven with the 

Trinity. Even Moses and Elijah who appeared with our Lord at the Transfiguration were not 

spared during their lifetimes. Both of these great Prophets had rather tragic endings to their 

heroic and incredible earthly lives. Moses gave into his anger and misrepresented God to the 

people of Israel. He could have entered the promised land, he just had to follow Joshua in. But 

his stubbornness held true until his quiet death outside of the promised land.  

On to Elijah, the great wonder worker and prophet of God. He often despaired and 

believe he was the only faithful person left in all of Israel. In his final days on earth, God gave 

Elijah three tasks and he halfway did one of them through begrudgingly anointing Elisha to be 

his successor. Often we think of Elijah being taken up to heaven in a great chariot, however, 

some rabbis read the Hebrew to mean that Elijah was taken up in the whirlwind behind the 

chariot. This second interpretation is a fitting end to a despairing end to his earthly life.  

We see the attacks and struggles that both Moses and Elijah faced during their lives. Now 

we come to the Transfiguration as a redemption of sorts for these two great prophets with their 

tragic endings. Moses finally entered the Holy Land. Our Lord discussed His coming Passion 

and Death with these two great figures who forgot that trials are inevitable. During their lives, 

they forgot to Listen to Him, forgot that we will face spiritual attacks, forgot that we will be 

tempted to give up, forgot that we will be tempted to despair.  

We must be careful to not forget that there is a spiritual battle taking place over our souls 

all around us. The evil one and all of his demons are doing everything they can to separate us 

from God and his love. They savor the thought of our eternal demise and despair. They never 

rest, they don’t need to as angelic beings. It’s a constant onslaught. St. Mark gives us an 

immediate reminder of this because the very next passage in Mark’s Gospel after the 

Transfiguration is of a boy possessed by an evil spirit. An immediate reminder that we cannot 
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remain at the glories of the Transfiguration because evil is prowling around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour.  

Thankfully, Jesus Christ has already won the battle, as He has mocked sin and death, O 

where is your sting? God has not left us alone, we have St. Joseph, St. Michael, our Guardian 

Angels, and all of the other angels and saints. In the midst of this invisible battle, it is crucial to 

remember, If God is for us, who can be against us? It is God who indeed intercedes for us. 

 Especially when we are following God’s will, we can and should expect attacks from the 

evil one. Sometimes direct other times more subtle. It is important to note that it would be false 

to presume that these always come from the evil one, sometimes life just happens and is rough. 

When it is from the evil one, his attacks come in many forms—it could be physical obstacles 

that keep blocking the progress or thoughts of discouragement or temptations to fall into old 

sins or something else—the evil one is creative. I am definitely not great at listening to God, but 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve felt the attacks and struggled to resist because I wasn’t 

prepared. Getting overly frustrated about things that I cannot control or wanting a health 

solution immediately. Believing the lies of the evil one that ultimately distract me from the 

work that God is calling me to do.  

 We need to be on guard. We need to expect the attacks and put up safeguards—follow 

the advice of God the Father by listening to Jesus. First, we need to acknowledge that a spiritual 

battle is being waged and we are at the center of it. Second, when we are being attacked, it is 

crucial that we reach out to others for prayer and support—we are stronger united as the 

mystical Body of Christ. Third, we need to have go-to prayers ready to go—St. Michael the 

Archangel, the Morning Offering, Hail Mary, Our Father, or even little Bible verses that we 

have memorized.  

 We must acknowledge and expect the reality, but we should not give into fear or despair. 

Jesus is far more powerful. Jesus is with us. And Jesus will never leave us. We can have so 

much confidence in this, If God is for us, who can be against us? If and when we feel attacked, 

let us together flee to Jesus, flee to Mary, flee to the Angels and the Saints for their protection. 
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Together we will persevere, together we will refuse to let the evil one gain any ground, together 

we will win more souls for Christ.  


