
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
A Pre-Baptismal Class is held the third Monday of each  
month at 7:00 pm in the parish office. No pre-registration 
required. Both parents are encouraged to attend the class 
before the birth of the baby.  The Sacrament of Baptism is 
administered weekly at the 12:15 pm Mass and a Baptis-
mal Ceremony at 1:30 pm.   
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office @ 973-627-0313. 
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    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays   

Vigil 4:30 pm 
6:30 am, 8:00 am & 7:00 pm 

  
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
6:30 am & 8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  
and 6:30 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
 
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Cerilo Javinez 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

Rev. Mateusz Darlak 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

Deacon Paul Willson 

 
Seminarian Angel Torres 

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

and YOUTH  PROTECTION/ 
SAFE  ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday @ 9:30 am; Monday Night Bible Study 
@ 7:30 pm; Mommy Bible Study @ 9:30 am on Thursdays 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  
Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm   (Hayes Hall ) 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP:  3rd Wed. @ 7:00 pm (PO) 
HOLY HOUR : Monday @ 7:00 pm 
RCIA—RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION— FOR ADULTS: 

Please contact Jim Clancy @ 973-627-0313 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

“Parish Pay”. It is the responsibility of the individual to 

meet these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon 

Law , #874. 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Closed for lunch: 12:00 to 1:00 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our country in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford,  
Sgt. Aleksandr Killeen, Joseph Giannetti US 
Navy, Lance Corporal Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kel-

ley E. Robbins, Pvt USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. 
Martinez, Sgt. Brian Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. 
Kong V. Nguyen, Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eres-
man, Sgt. Paul J. Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob 
Autrey, Col. William Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Co-
lon, PFC Marylyn Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thomp-
son, Major Kevin M. Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Col. John L. 
Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. 
Spencer Lopez, PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 
Joseph Grimsey, Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo 
Bruzzese, Spc. Christopher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, 
PO1 (E6) Matthew Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew 
& Daniel Rosica,  Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, 
Sgt. John Wisnofsky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  
Capt. Vincent Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , 
Spc. Gregory Villaneuva and Sgt. Casey W. Lyness .  We ask 
God the Father of us all, through the intercession of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel, to protect all the men and women in our 
Armed Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing 
peace and justice to our world. May they be brought back 
safely to those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, 

Doris Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane 

Gorcica, Sam Sessa,  Hank Brown,  
Carol Ferrante, Jim Golden, Karen 

Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  Joanna Sacco,  David Cicchine, Teresa 
D’Atria, Derek Bascharow,  Debbie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe 
Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Owen Peter Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, 
Mason Walker Steussing,  Susan Mejia, Derek Bascharow, Isabel 
Rattay, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate 
Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, Cheryl Anne Bornemann, Sean 
Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy Eileen Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Rich-
ard Corcoran,   Madison Rose Leslie,  Demetrius Barbee, Lucille 
Bardi,  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, Virginia Cousins, Madlyn 
Long. Stephanie Lewis, Kimberly Dugan, Gale Sessa,  Marguerite 
Buggy, Mike Murray, Helene Turner, Michael Turner, Ruben 
Lorenzo, Michael Alvarez, Mina Simmons-Jones,  Joe Maulbeck, 
Mary Merz, Dolores Faulkner, Marion Cables, Patricia Smith Schul-
man, Vincent Fortunato,  Joyce Turner, Tom Cummiskey, Dennis 
O’Brien, Steven Simmons, Ariel, James DiStaiso, Marty Mackin, 
Brian Bosworth, Dennis Dilger, Robyne LaGrotta, Dave Lewis, 
Christopher Darlak, Frieda Solow, Claudia Fontanella. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
20:Is 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13  Eph 3:2-3a,5-6 

Mt 2:1-12 
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Monday, December 30, Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativ-
ity of the Lord 
6:30 am—Joseph Grabiec req. by Family 
8:00 am—Connor Cummings req. by Mom & Dad 
Tuesday, December 31, Seventh Day within the Octave of the Na-
tivity of the Lord, Saint Sylvester I, Pope 
8:00 am—Bernard & Jean McDonnell req. by the McDonnell Family 
4:30 pm—For the Parishioners of St. Cecilia Church 
Wednesday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, The Oc-

tave Day of the Nativity of the Lord 

Holy Day of Obligation 

8:00 am—For the Parishioners of St. Cecilia Church 
11:00 am—Intention for the Kling Children req. by their parents,   
    Jason & Jenny 
7:00 pm—For the Parishioners of St. Cecilia Church 
Thursday, January 2, Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, 
Bishops and Doctors of the Church 
6:30 am—Thomman Kuruvilla, Birthday Remembrance, req. by   
  Maryann Mangalath 
8:00 am—Dorothy Nielsen req. by Peggy McKinney 
Friday, January 3, Christmas Weekday, Holy Name of Jesus 
6:30 am—Msgr. Denis Hayes 
8:00 am—Sr. Jeanette req. by Divine Mercy Academy Faculty, Staff & 
  Students 
Saturday, January 4, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
8:00 am—Deceased Members of the Rosary Society 
  Arthur Johnson req. by his wife, Sally 
Sunday, January 5, Epiphany of the Lord 

4:30 pm—   Richard Massari req. by Jane Payne 

    Egle Soave Witcher req. by Gloria & Bill Stahl 

7:00 pm—   Eleanor & Thomas Sullivan req. by Dianne & John Sullivan 

    Stan Frank req. by Gloria & Bill Stahl 

8:00 am—   Robert & Rena Benjamin req. by Bob & Tom Benjamin 

    Coster Hudson req. by his daughter, Sophie Boylan 

9:15 am—   Joan Monaghan req. by Tom Schottinger 

    Sr. Christina Marie Cables req. by Mrs. Rovegno & the 1st   

    Grade Class 

10:45 am— John Toohey & Robert Parillo req. by Carol Parillo 

    Joseph Saglimbeni req. by the Naclerio Family 

12:15: pm– Christopher Basenese req. by Frank Basanese 

                    Sr. Jeanette req. by the Cassidy Family 

         

                The Sanctuary Candle burning on our altar  

            this week is in loving memory of 

              Francis J. Goritski, Jr.  
                   Requested by  

                Angela Goritski & Susan Brennan 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH  

COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending  12/22/19 
Due to the early publication of the 

bulletin, the collection totals will be  

shown next weekend.   

Thank you! 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending : December 15, 2019 
Collection—Checks              $       2,995.00 

Collection– Cash                                           $       6,335.00 

WeShare Electronic Giving                     $       2,075.03 

Total Weekly Collection              $     11,405.03 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $   839,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $     15,196.08 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $       (3,496.93)  

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $     (30,100.08) 



PARISH EVENTS  

ST. CECILIA SENIOR CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS 
We are online:  www.st-cecilia.org 

580-St. Cecilia 
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BAPTISM CLASS – A meeting of all those wishing infor-

mation and scheduling for a baptism will meet on Monday 

evening, January 20th in the Saint Cecilia Parish office at 7 

pm. Father will be present to conduct the information session 

and answer questions regarding the celebration of the sacra-

ment. 

Hospitality is the 1st Sunday of 

every month (Sept. to June)!  Come and join us for  

coffee after the 9:15 & 10:45 Masses. 

January 5th hosted by: Christian Care Committee 

Please be advised that all the “Senior Events” are 
open to everyone 55 and over from 

St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Parishes! 
 

Regular Meetings: January 7th & 21st  @ 12:00 pm 
12 Night Southern Caribbean Cruise 

Sail Date: 12/07/20 from 
Cape Liberty on RCCL Anthem of the Sea 

For more info call: 
Alice Koller @ 973-627-8558 

SCAM E-MAILS – Please be aware that scam e-mails, 

texts & phone calls are being sent bearing my name. 

Please do not respond to these communications which do 

not come from me. I would never request money, gift 

cards, “favors” nor anything via these means. – Father 

Zig 

47th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE – The Knights of Co-

lumbus Councils 514 and 3359 invite you to join the bus trip 

to the 47th March for Life in Washington, DC on Friday, 

January 24th. The bus will depart at 6 a.m. from the Gardner 

Field Park and Ride in Denville. Holy Mass will be cele-

brated at 5:15 a.m. in Saint Mary Church in Denville prior to 

departure. There is no charge for the bus, but please bring $10 

to cover the DC METRO cost and a tip for the bus driver. 

Please contact Deacon Jim Rizos at 973.627.2595 or jri-

zos10@gmail.com to reserve your place. If you are unable to 

join the march, please keep the cause for life in your prayers. 

 

I NEED YOUR HELP! – One of the requirements we 

have for children preparing to receive the sacraments is 

that they attend Holy Mass every Sunday, one of the 10 

Commandments! Children are asked to sign their name 

in the designated books located at the side altars. We 

have repeatedly asked that the signing in be done be-

fore or after Holy Mass and not during the Mass. I am 

asking mom and dad to please respect this request and I 

am holding you responsible that this is done. Please 

help me! – Father Zig 

FEAST OF ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON – The Sisters of 

Charity of Saint Elizabeth invite you to join with them for 

the feast of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton on Saturday, January 

4th with the celebration of the Holy Mass at 11 o’clock in the 

morning. The Mass will take place in the Holy Family 

Chapel located on the gounds of Saint Elizabeth College in 

Convent Station. A light lunch will follow in the Academy 

Study Hall following the Mass. While there you can tour the 

Heritage Room and the tomb of Blessed Miriam Theresa 

Demjanovich. For additional information visit 

www.SCNJ.org or call 973.290.5470. The snow date is Janu-

ary 11th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT – On behalf of the 

Franciscan Friars of the Renewal I would like to express my 

sincere gratitude to those who made a donation to support the 

January mission trip to Haiti. A total of $1,737 was collected 

and will aid the friars and their associates, of which I am one, 

in efforts to help the people we will serve both spiritually and 

materially. May God bless you for your generosity! – David 

Willson (son of Deacon and Mrs. Paul Willson). 

 

THANK YOU – Father Cerilo, Father Matt and Seminarian 

Angel join me in expressing sincere thanks and appreciation to 

those who remembered us at Christmas. Your thoughtfulness 

and generosity give us strength in our ministry. We assure you 

of our prayers and best wishes during this most sacred time! 

God bless you all! – Father Zig 

The Men's Society would like to thank all those who attended 

the Fish & Chips dinner on December 14th.  The event was a 

success thanks to your support. 

The St. Monica Guild would like to thank all those who pa-

tronized our bake sale held December 14th & 15th.  The pro-

ceeds will fund the needs of our parish!  Thanks so much! 

mailto:jrizos10@gmail.com
mailto:jrizos10@gmail.com
http://www.SCNJ.org
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MASS CARDS   
We are asked to pray for the dead.  The best way to do this is 

to have a mass celebrated in memory of a loved one.   

Stop in or call the Parish Office 973-627-0313 

~Offering $15.00~ 

RCIA—RITE OF CHRISTIAN  

INITIATION  FOR ADULTS 
 Are you or someone you know in need of adult 

faith formation and sacrament preparation?  Are you inter-

ested in coming into the church as a fully initiated Catholic 

(Baptism, Eucharist, & Confirmation)?   If you or someone 

you know is searching and feeling called to enter more fully 

into the life of the church, please contact Jim Clancy in the 

parish office to discuss joining our RCIA program @ 

973.627.0313 or  StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com. 

The St. Cecilia Adult Choir is welcoming new members 

from high school through adults.  Rehearsals are on Thursday 

evenings 7:00—8:30 pm in the church, and the choir sings at 

the 10:45 am Mass.  We also have a Christmas Concert and 

Spring Concert.  Feel free to stop by and meet the music direc-

tor, Chuck Linnell anytime, or email: Linnell-

Charles@yahoo.com—Please join us!! 

2020 TRIP TO MEDJUGORJE, CROATIA, SLOVENIA 

& ADRIATIC COAST—Join Father Zig on this trip Sep-

tember 29th to October 12th, 2020 which will begin with a 

visit to the site which is traveled to by thousands of pilgrims 

every year and is associated with the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Information brochures can be found in the church vestibule 

or in the parish office.  Join us on this once in a lifetime visit 

to a most beautiful part of the world! 

True Love Waits: Parents, do your teens know God's 
plan for love and relationships in their lives? True Love 
Waits teaches middle and high school students how to 
be happier (and safer) in relationships by following 
Christ's plan for them using skits, speakers,multimedia 
presentations, discussions, personal reflection and, of 
course, snacks! Sessions run every Sunday, 6 – 9:00 
pm, from January 12

th
 to January 26

th
 and there will be 

a commitment ceremony during the 7:00 pm Mass on 
Feb. 1

st
.   Please call Jenny at 862-219-2028 or Faith at 

973-580-0549 with any questions.  

ST. MARK’S CHURCH IN LONG VALLEY --- NEW YEAR’S DAY 
5K -   JANUARY 1, 2020 11:30 AM -5K Course through Nestling 
Woods.   USATF Certified Course. Register 
at RUNSIGNUP.COM/RACE/NJ/Long Valley/
StMarksNewYearsDay5K. Bagels and Hot Chocolate will be 
provided at an indoor awards ceremony with drawings for 
prizes. We need Sponsors, Volunteers and Runners/Walkers. 
Come Join Us!!  All are Welcome! Contact Kim 
at  fkdunn@comcast.net for more information 

On January 6, 2020, at 7:30 PM in Hayes 
Hall,  the Monday Night Bible Study group  
will begin viewing the 10 week Ascension 
Press program, 'The Prophets."  The previ-
ous study,  "The Psalms" was so inspira-
tional that we decided to continue on our 
journey through the Old Testament. If you 
are interested or want more info, please 
contact savondollen@gmail.com by Dec 23.  
The cost of the study guide is $28.00, 
payable to St Cecilia.  Fr. Zig joins the 
study when possible and remarks that it is 
an enriching review of his seminary stud-
ies.  He also believes that although the 
steaming option is convenient,  the per-
sonal reflections, questions  and discus-
sion shared after the DVD is shown, seems 
to enhance the spiritual  growth of all 
the attending participants. Join us as we 
reflect on the Word of God who brings 
peace, hope, love, and joy. 
 

JOIN THE BENEDICTINES FOR THE DAY – “Come and 

See” is the one day discernment retreat being offered at Saint 

Mary Abbey – Delbarton on Saturday, January 25th from 9 am 

to 4 pm. Interested Catholic men between the ages of 18-45 

should contact Fr. Joseph Voltaggio. RSVP to: voca-

tions@delbarton.org. 

ROSE SALE – Members of the Knights of Columbus will 

conduct their “Rose Sale” on January 4-5. Your donation 

will support the chartering of buses for our parishioners to 

participate in this year’s RIGHT TO LIFE MARCH in 

Washington, DC on January 24th. Your generosity is a sign 

of your support that human life is sacred from conception to 

natural death! 

http://runsignup.com/RACE/NJ/LongValley/StMarksNewYearsDay5K
http://runsignup.com/RACE/NJ/LongValley/StMarksNewYearsDay5K
mailto:fkdunn@comcast.net
mailto:savondollen@gmail.com
mailto:vocations@delbarton.org
mailto:vocations@delbarton.org
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Monday, December 30 
Divine Mercy Academy Closed 
Parish Office opened 8:30—10:30 
Tuesday, December 31 
Divine Mercy Academy Closed 
Parish Office Closed 
Wednesday, January 1 
Happy New Year 
Divine Mercy Academy & Parish Office Closed 
Thursday, January 2 
Friday, January 3 
3:30 pm—Girl Scout Meeting (Hayes Hall) 
7:00 pm—Catacombs (Hayes Hall & Parish Office) 
Saturday, January 4 
8:30 am—Rosary Society Meeting (Hayes Hall) 
Sunday,  January 5 
Knights of Columbus Rose Sale 
Hospitality after the 9:15 & 10:45 Masses 
9:15 am—Children’s Liturgy 
6:00 pm—Vietnamese Community  

DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY NEWS 
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Are you going into the hospital?  Do you 

have a family member in the hospital?  We 

would like to visit our parishioners who 

are homebound, in the hospital or other 

health care facilities.  Because of patient 

confidentiality laws, the only way we can 

know is if someone informs us.  Please call 

our parish office @ 973.627.0313.  Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who supports our Gift Card and 

Scrip programs.   Cards are available for purchase from the 

school office during business hours, from the St. Cecilia Parish 

Office, Sacred Heart Rectory and after weekend Masses when 

volunteers are available.  Purchases are credited toward your 

2019/2020 fundraising efforts.  As always, thank you for your 

support of this very easy, painless fund raiser.  Example:  You 

buy $200 a week in grocery cards for 52 weeks– the school 

makes a profit of $520.00—school families benefit with a di-

rect credit applied towards their fundraising bill—it’s that easy!  

If you have any questions, please call us: 973-627-6003, 973-

627-0313, or 973-627-0422. 

Divine Mercy Academy’s “The Discount Card” costs $10 

each  
Please help support our school while supporting local busi-

nesses by purchasing Divine Mercy Academy’s “The Dis-

count Card”.  Cards can be used over and over!! 

Cards can be purchased where gift cards are sold.  Thank you 

for your support!!! 

New Year’s Mass Schedule: 

Tuesday, December 31st 

 8:00 am– Holy Mass (no 6:30 am Mass) 

4:30 pm —Vigil Mass 

 

Wednesday, January 1st 

8:00 am, 11:00 am & 7:00 pm - Holy Mass 

 Mary Mother of God  

SPACE FOR CRISIS PREGNANCY HELP CENTER 
 
Space is urgently required, preferably in Rockaway/
Denville/Dover area, to park a trailer for a crisis preg-
nancy help center. The 12’ x 6’ enclosed trailer is used 
for donated items for this pro-life charity, which is 
based in New York City. Items will be periodically 
dropped off and stored for collection and distribution for 
mothers and families who need these items to support 
their families during a difficult time. Please consider 
making your vacant space available on a short or long 
term basis so the trailer can be parked. The charity will 
handle insurance cover. Volunteers also welcome for 
this project of the Rockaway Denville Catholic Respect 
Life Ministry.  
 

Contacts and Information: 

Dan Flaherty (908) 575-8693 

dan.flaherty@comcast.net 

John Byrne    (973) 664-9460 

jaidanbyrne@optonline.net 

ROSYGLO FOUNDATION – Many thanks to the Rosyglo 

Foundation for their donation of $1,000 to Divine Mercy Acad-

emy for the scholarship fund which will assist a needy student 

to attend our Catholic school in Rockaway. The Rosyglo Foun-

dation honors the life and good works of Sister Thomasine 

Smith, SCC. Sister resided in our convent for many years and 

we pray that she will now be numbered among the saints in 

God’s Kingdom. 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEN – Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel 

Church in Cedar Knolls will host  a MEN’S CORNERSTONE 

RETREAT on Friday-Saturday, January 24-25. Join in this 

great opportunity to meet other men who seek a conversion of 

the heart and strengthening through the Holy Spirit. “Now is 

the Time!” to join in this 24 hour experience that brings faith to 

life. Come listen to and reflect upon experiences that demon-

strate how God is present in our lives, how Christ is calling 

you, and how He is the cornerstone! Registration online: 

https://ndcarmel.com. You may also contact Erwin Dsouza 

908.635.4135 or Matthew Cooney 973.832.5932. 

mailto:dan.flaherty@comcast.net
mailto:jaidanbyrne@optonline.net
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ST. SYLVESTER, born in Rome, was ordained by Pope St. Marcellinus during the peace 
that preceded the persecutions of Diocletian.  He passed through those days of terror, 
witnessed the abdication of Diocletian and Maximian, and saw the triumph of Constan-
tine in 312. 
Two years later he succeeded St. Melchiades as Bishop of Rome.  In the same year he 
sent four legates to represent him at the great Council of the Western Church, held at 
Arles.  He confirmed its decision and imparted them to the Church. 
The Council of Nice was assembled during his reign, in 325, but not being able to assist 
at it in person, on account of his great age, he sent his legates, who headed the list of 
subscribers to its decrees, preceding the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch.  St. Syl-
vester occupied the chair of St. Peter for twenty-four years and eleven months.  He died 
in 335. 
 

PRAYER   Lord, come to the aid of Your people who are supported by the intercession of St. Sylvester Your Pope.  May they 

pass the present life under Your guidance so that they may have the happiness of attaining eternal life in heaven.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey  
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ST. SYLVESTER I, Pope 
December 31  

My dear parishioners, 

In our celebration of the Lord’s Day we commemorate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary AND Joseph.  The Holy 

Family of Nazareth is our focus as we bask is the bright light of Christmas. In the Gospel passage for this Sunday we read of 

the “Flight into Egypt.” The Holy Family flees from their home at the direction of an angel due to the evil Herod wishes to 

inflict upon the Christ Child. The Holy Family escapes but the baby boys of Bethlehem do not and are slaughtered by Herod’s 

soldiers. Their feast day was yesterday, December 28th. 

Saint Joseph is identified as the head of the Holy Family; it is to him that the warning is given and that he is to lead. It is nei-

ther Christ nor the Blessed Virgin Mary that receives this heavenly message but rather the Noble Joseph.  As husband and 

father Joseph exemplifies the vocation which in some families is ignored. Joseph is the head of the family as every father 

should be.  Joseph is a man of strength and courage who acts decisively to keep his family from danger. He listens and re-

sponds positively to the voice of God. 

I have said it before and I say it again, when the father of the household is responsible in both the spiritual and temporal life 

of the family, that family is safe! This family will survive the assaults of the devil and will grow in holiness. When dad is 

weak, the family is weak and open for destruction. Today’s story of how Saint Joseph responded to danger and to the voice of 

God gives example to all men. 

We pray for our families and especially for the head of the household, DAD! Our Holy Father Pope Francis wrote the follow-

ing Prayer to the Holy Family for the Feast of Saint Joseph, March 19, 2016: 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we contemplate the splendor of true love; to you we turn with trust. Holy Family of Naz-

areth, grant that our families too may be places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the Gospel and small do-

mestic churches. Holy Family of Nazareth, may families never again experience violence, rejection and division; may all 

who have been hurt or scandalized find ready comfort and healing. Holy Family of Nazareth, make us once more mindful 

of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, and its beauty in God’s plan. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Graciously hear 

our prayer. AMEN. 
Merry Christmas! 

Father Zig 



Parish Office: 973-627-0313   Website:  st-cecilia.org   — Office: stcec@optonline.net Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
  Fr. Cerilo: Ext 14 or javinece@shu.edu—Fr. Matt: Ext 15 or frmateuszdarlak@gmail.com        
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Saint Cecilia Parish 
90 Church Street 
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 


