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COORDINATOR
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MASSES

Saturday: 4:30 pm, 7:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am
10:45 am and 12:15 pm
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)

Holydays
Vigil 4:30 pm
6:30 am, 8:00 am & 7:00 pm

Weekday Schedule:
Monday - Friday
6:30 am & 8:00 am

Saturday
8:00 am followed by Novena

Confessions
Saturday @ 3:30 —4:00 pm &
6:15-6:45 pm (when Mass is

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY

celebrated in the church) &
Monday during Holy Hour
7:00—8:00 pm

¢ All Catholic Churches in the United States require from

i Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor

i for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document :
i certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member
of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra- H
i ments regularly and contributes to the support of the

i Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or

Mrs. Diane Boykow

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR
Ms. Susan Brennan
TRUSTEE

Mr. Charles Linnell Mr. James Gallagher

: . oo e : TRUSTEE
MUSIC DIRECTOR : “WeShare”. It is the responsibility of the individual to meet
i these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon Law , :
i #874.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM PARISH PRAYER LIFE

Arrangements for the Sacrament of Baptism can be made
by calling Fr. Matt at extension 15.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has
been consulted.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital who
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the
Parish Office @ 973-627-0313.

EMERGENCY PHONE:
862-251-3914

NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA

Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass

HOLY HOUR : Monday @ 7:00 pm

RCIA—RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION— FOR ADULTS:
Please contact Sr. Diane @ 973-627-0313 ext: 14

ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am
FEMININE GENIUS PROJECT: 1Ist & 3rd Saturday of the
month at 8:00 pm in the parish office.

ST. JOSEPH MEN’S GROUP: 2nd & 4th Saturday of the month
at 6:00 am in the parish office.

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP: 1st Wednesday of the month;
10:00 am in the church

ST. MONICA NOVENA: Last Saturday after 8:00 am Mass.

Parish Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Friday: 8:30 am to 2:00 pm
Closed for lunch: 12:00 to 1:00
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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday, January 15, Weekday
6:30 am —Martin Luther King, Jr.
8:00 am —Edward P.
Tuesday, January 16, Weekday
6:30 am — Bernard & Joan McDonnell req. by McDonnell Family
8:00 am —Ignace Jean-Francois req. by Viviane
Wednesday, January 17, Saint Anthony, Abbot
6:30 am — Peter Veligursky req. by Lillian & Ismael Franqui
8:00 am — Harry “Bud” Struble, 17th Anv., req. by Ag & Family
Thursday, January 18, Weekday
6:30 am — Stella Rychlicki
8:00 am — James Desmond req. by Carol & Frank Desmond
Friday, January 19, Weekday
6:30 am — For the Holy Souls in Purgatory
8:00 am —Frederick J. Slanovec req. by Kate Lyness
Saturday, January 20, Saint Fabian, Pope and Martyr; Saint
Sebastian, Martyr BVM
8:00 am — Jeanne Gallagher req. by St. Monica Guild
Sunday, January 21, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 pm— Soma Ruberu req. by Christine Belli
Michael A. Miller req. by wife, Bernadette
7:00 pm— Alice & Walter Lech req. by Dianna & John Sullivan
8:00 am— For the service men & women listed in our bulletin
9:15 am— Evelyn Trapasso req. by Reardon Family
10:45 am — Eugene Dulffy req. by Pat Deo
Frank Zink req. by Eric & Colleen Carmeli
12:15 pm — Jeanne Gallagher req. by Catherine Haynes

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS
Week Ending : December 25, 2023

Collection—Checks & Cash $ 28,254.00
WeShare Electronic Giving $§ 255724
Total Weekly Collection $ 30,811.24
Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET) $ 785,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 14,038.46

811.24
(12,031.64)

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)
Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)

& LA

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS
Week Ending : December 31, 2023

Collection—Checks & Cash § 13,568.00
WeShare Electronic Giving $ 4,044.00
Total Weekly Collection $ 17,612.00
Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET) $ 785,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 14,038.46
Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit) $ 3,573.54

&

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit) (8,458.10)

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS
Week Ending : January 7, 2024

Collection—Checks & Cash $ 6,236.00
WeShare Electronic Giving $ 6.387.38
Total Weekly Collection $ 12,623.38
Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET) $ 785,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 14,038.46
Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit) $ (1,415.09)
Year To Date Surplus (Deficit) $ (9,873.19)

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND THEIR CAREGIVERS

Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris Cusick, Jane Gorcica, Sam
Sessa, Karen Niles, Noel Wadleigh, David Cicchine, Teresa D’Atria,
Derek Bascharow, Debbie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe Horvath, Jr.,
Elvira Bugaoan, Owen Peter Byrne, Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker
Steussing, Susan Mejia, Derek Bascharow, Jim Rattay, Tom Hull, Kath-
leen Fazio, Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson, Kate Darlington, Jake Michael
Miraldi, Cheryl Anne Bornemann, Sean Nolan, Maryann Hughes,
Peggy Eileen Miars, Ray Kennedy, Richard Corcoran, Madison Rose
Leslie, Demetrius Barbee, Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, Kimberly
Dugan, Gale Sessa, Mike Murray, Helene Turner, Michael Turner, Ruben
Lorenzo, Michael Alvarez, Mina Simmons-Jones, Joe Maulbeck, Mary
Merz, Patricia Smith Schulman, Vincent Fortunato, Joyce Turner, Tom
Cummiskey, Dennis O’Brien, Steven Simmons, Ariel, James DiStaiso,
Marty Mackin, Brian Bosworth, Dennis Dilger, Robyne LaGrotta, Chris-
topher Darlak, Frieda Solow, Claudia Fontanella, Claire Wasacz, Emilio
Viola, James Deegan, Martha Salvesen, Ramiro Hinojosa, Jimmy Buck-
ley, Emily Gatzke, Clare Desmond, Craig Huffman, George Stitik,
Stephen Goordman, Cecilia Donofrio, Deidra Zink, Ray Wiest, Anthony
Pane, Victoria Zuber, Keith Newman, Francis Sanchez, Raymond Fullam,
Franco Maida, John Sandelli, Alan Zenkert, Fran Gatzke, Bob Nielsen,
Gert Taylor, Walter Zelinski, Landon Wierks, Clo Callahan, Michael
McClain, David Saggioli, Michael Hafke, Tyler Bascharow, Kevin R.
Bruno, II, Jeremiah O’Brien, Lanie Bruno, Jill Breslin, Joan Apgar, Rich-
ard Sala, Richard Cortese, Kathleen

Sheridan.

The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray for
the following people serving our country in the armed
services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford,

Joseph Giannetti US Navy, Lance Corporal
Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. Robbins, Pvt
USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn E. Martinez, Sgt. Brian
Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong V. Nguyen,
Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, Sgt. Paul J.
Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. William
Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Marylyn
Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin M.
Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt.
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez,
PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey,
Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Chris-
topher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew
Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,
Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnof-
sky, Cpl. T.]J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber, Capt. Vincent
Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , Spc. Gregory
Villaneuva. We ask God the Father of us all, through the interces-
sion of St. Michael the Archangel, to protect all the men and women
in our Armed Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing
peace and justice to our world. May they be brought back safely to

those they love. 580-St. Cecilia
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS

NO HOLY HOUR/BIBLE STUDY - In commemoration of

We have begun this year’s process of welcoming adults to RCIA
(preparation for Baptism) and including adults seeking Confir-
mation and Eucharist in the Catholic Church. Our four inquiry
sessions are now completed. But it’s not too late to join us.
For this preliminary period our focus topics overviewed Catholic
understanding of these basics for potential members before they
make any commitments.
Living Baptism — (about Sacraments)
Knowing and Meeting Jesus — (about Scripture)
Looking at the Apostles Creed — (about Doctrine)
Living Catholic - Commandments & Beatitudes —
(about Moral teachings
New members can review this material at home under the direc-
tion of the RCIA Director and discern their readiness to join the
preparation process.
The Catechumenate Community begins on December 3™ at the
10:45 am Mass followed by a meeting in the parish office until
12:30 pm. For more information or to register, leave a message
for Sister Diane at the parish office - 973.627.0313 ext. 14 with
your phone number and email.

PRAYER APP FOR $1 — Our parish has purchased 500
partial subscriptions to the # 1 Catholic prayer app, HAL-
LOW! You can access a treasure of resources through
this app: thousands of prayers, meditations, and music
play lists for you to enjoy and enhance your personal
prayer life. These partial subscriptions are a $40 value
and are available to you for only $1. Please visit the par-
ish website, st-cecilia.org to learn about how to claim
your subscription and start praying today with Hallow!

YOUR SUGGESTIONS, PLEASE! — Our parish’s
150™ Anniversary Committee is seeking suggestions as to

how we might celebrate our 150" anniversary which will
run December 1, 2024 to November 22, 2025. You may
go to the parish website, st-cecilia.org, to send in your
suggestions OR by placing them in the ‘suggestion box’
located on the table in the church vestibule.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day which is a national holiday, all
Monday events will be cancelled on January 15th. The parish
office is closed as well as our parochial school, Divine Mercy
Academy.

ROCKAWAY MARCH FOR LIFE — The annual “Rockaway
March for Life” will take place on Saturday, January 20" begin-
ning with the 8 o’clock morning Mass. Following Mass we will
gather in Hayes Hall for light refreshments and a brief program
before beginning our Rosary walk around Parks Lake. Come
join us, with the children, in this public demonstration in support
of the sanctity of human life from conception to natural death.

MARDI GRAS — Our next parish “faith, food and fun event”
will take place on Friday, February 9" in Hayes Hall beginning
at 5:30 with supper followed by our program for both adults and
children. This Pre-Lent gathering will be filled with surprises for
the entire family. Registration is a must by going to the parish
website. The donation is $20 per family. Seating is limited so
register early!

Happy New Year to all of our St. Cecilia parishioners! May
God bless us all with the gift of good health for 2024.

The Father Jean-Claude Health Ministry has been assist-
ing parishioners over the past years monitor their blood
pressures once a month after Mass. We are now in need
of 2 RNs to assist us after the 4:30 PM Saturday Evening
Mass, or after the 8 AM Sunday Mass. If you are able to
help, please contact Carol McGotty at 201-787-7908.

ROSARY CARDS - You are invited to participate in a nation-
wide Rosary crusade which begins this month and concludes in
September at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception in Washington. Learn more about this event at
rosarypilgrimage.org. Prayer cards for this event may be found
on the table in the church vestibule.

It’s Safe, It’s Simple & It’s Convenient
Give online with WeShare
Support St. Cecilia Parish today using your debit or credit card
or checking or savings account: Visit www.st-cecilia.org and
click Donate Online. Select the collection or event of your
choice. Set up your donation or payment. That’s it! OR SCAN
HERE:

OUR CHILDREN — Children should be accompanied by a par-
ent or adult when using the restrooms in the parish hall. We
want to make sure that our children return to Mass promptly and
safely. Your cooperation is appreciated.

WINTER POLICY - In the event of inclement weather and
Divine Mercy Academy is closed, the parish office will be
closed and the church will be open ONLY for the liturgical ser-
vice scheduled. Also, all evening events will be cancelled.

580-St. Cecilia
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L DGy, T Ly L Divine Mercy Academy News

DMA & Parish Office closed

Tuesday, January 16

12:00 pm—Senior Meeting (Hayes Hall)

7:00 pm—Confirmation Class (DMA)
Wednesday, January 17

7:00 pm—Finance Board Meeting (Parish Office)
Thursday, January 18

7:00 pm—Mardi Gras Meeting (Hayes Hall)
Friday, January 19

6:00 pm—Altar Server Meeting (Church)
Saturday, January 20

8:00 am—Rockaway March for Life (Church)
8:30 am—St. Monica Guild Meeting (Hayes Hall)
Sunday, January 21

10:30 am—CCD Class (DMA)

10:45 am—RCIA (Church & Parish Office)

FAMILY PRAYER SERVICE FOR THE BLESSING

OF THE HOME AT EPIPHANY: The family gathers in
the main room of the house. The father (or mother) of the
family begins by inviting everyone to make the sign of the
Cross.

Leader: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen

Leader: During these days of the Christmas season, we
keep this feast of Epiphany, celebrating the manifestation of
Christ to the magi, to John the Baptist in the River Jordan,
and to the disciples at the wedding in Cana. Today Christ is
manifest to us! Today this home is a holy place!

Leader: Let us pray: Lord our God, bless this household.
May we be blessed with health, goodness of heart, gentle-
ness, and the keeping of your Law. We ask in the Name of
Jesus who is Lord forever and ever.

Response: Amen

(All may say the Our Father & Hail Mary as the leader
sprinkles those present and the rooms of the house.)

The leader takes the blessed chalk and writes the following
inscription on the top door post of the main door of the
house, K + M + B + 2024 the inscription reminds us of the
initials of the Magi (Kasper, Melchior and Balthasar). The
three crosses represent the Blessed Trinity

Join us at our Open House on Sunday, January 28th from
10:30am to 12:30pm!

Come see the difference an academically excellent Catholic
education makes! Divine Mercy Academy is a Catholic ele-
mentary school offering a comprehensive Pre-K through
8th grade faith-based education. We offer a safe, secure &
compassionate environment with a high level of individual-
ized attention; certified teachers; weekly liturgies & daily
Religion class; academic curriculum with all core subjects;
STEM; physical education; music; art; Spanish; Social Emo-
tional Learning & library, with technology integrated
throughout the curriculum. Aftercare and extracurricular
activities available.

Full day & Half Day Pre-K3 & Pre-K4 programs available.
Full Day Kindergarten. Transfer grants available for pub-
lic school students transferring into grades 1-8. We are
located at 87 Halsey Avenue in Rockaway. Visit our web-
site at www.dmarockaway.org or call 973-627-6003 for
more information.

Our Condolences to the Family of:
Stella Rychlicki and
AnnMarie Hogan
Eternal Rest Grant to them Lord

Men’s Cornerstone XXIV Retreat
“Do you want to be healed?” is 24-hours of Sharing,
Praying and Reflection. Listen to powerful testimonies of
men that bring our faith to life. Reflect upon experiences
that demonstrate how God is present in our lives, how
He is calling you to be healed, and how He is the Cor-
nerstone. Join us in this great opportunity to meet other
men who seek a conversion of the heart and strength-
ening through the Holy Spirit.
January 26 & 27, 2024 at Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel
Church, Cedar Knolls, NJ
(Begins 5:30pm Friday evening and culminates at the
Saturday 5pm Holy Mass)

Registration online: www.ndcarmel.com or contact:
Allwyn Colaco: Allwyncolaco@gmail.com

(732) 322-4920

Phil Lamoureux: plamoureux7@gmail.com

(973) 615 6371

580-St. Cecilia
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BEWARE OF SCAMS - Be on the alert of scams which
say they are from me. THEY ARE NOT!!! Please call me at
the office (973.627.0313x12) if you have doubt about a
text, email, etc, which is supposedly from me asking for
money, gift cards, favors, etc. PLEASE DO NOT BE
FOOLED!!! Fr. Zig

COOK BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED — The Saint Monica
Guild has embarked upon the production of a cook book
which will be published later in the year. Now is the time
for the gathering of your favorite recipes which the Saint
Monica Guild would like to include, especially your ethnic
specialties. Soon a representative from the Saint Monica
Guild will speak to us at Sunday Mass regarding this project
which will help introduce our parish anniversary celebra-
tion!

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS - Donations of food are
gratefully accepted to help supply the two food pantries
being assisted by our parish, the Rockaway Food Closet and

Hope House (Catholic Charities in Dover). Your donations
may be brought to the designated area in the stairwell of the
church (side closest to the parish office) or left in the church
vestibule. May God bless you for the generosity you show
to the needy!

True Love Waits

Parents, do your teens know God's plan for love and
relationships in their lives? True Love Waits teaches
middle and high school students how to be happier
(and safer) in relationships by following Christ's plan for
them using skits, speakers, multimedia presentations,
discussions, personal reflection and, of course,
shacks! Sessions will run every Sunday, 6 — 9:00 pm,
from January 21 to February 4™ and there will be a
commitment ceremony during the 7:00 pm Mass on
February 10". A parents' meeting covering the entire
program will be held on January 16", 7-8 pm in the
Divine Mercy Academy cafeteria and is strongly en-
couraged due to the detailed nature of the information
teens will receive. The program fee is $20 and pre-
registration is required Please call Jenny at 862-219-
2028 with any questions and to register.

THANK YOU—THANK YOU—THANK YOU

The St. Monica Guild would like to thank all those who
helped or patronized our Christmas Bake Sale after all the
masses on December 16th & 17th. The sale was a “great”
success. We appreciate your support.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Prayer for the Holy Land

Lord, the Holy Land is again
struck by violence. Look with
mercy upon the land that
was Your earthly home.

Receive the deceased into Your
presence. Comfort the wounded
and the displaced. Hold close
to You all who are in despair.

You are our peace and light.
put an end to the terror and
suffering in the Holy Land
and Middle East.

Amen

ARE YOU REGISTERED? — Saint Cecilia’s is the best
parish in the Diocese of Paterson! I know that I am prejudiced
but I truly believe this and I hope you do too! We welcome all
people to our parish and are delighted each time new mem-
bers join our faith community. My question is to all, ARE
YOU REGISTERED AS A PARISHIONER? If you are not
sure, please give the parish office a call (973.627.0313) and
speak with Janet or Diane to check and to update any infor-

mation regarding yourself, such as phone number and e mail
address, etc. This information is most helpful for me in pro-
viding pastoral care to you and your family. Your parish reg-
istration is also necessary when you may be asked to submit a
“certificate of eligibility” to serve as a godparent/sponsor. If
do not have your registration information then this can be-
come a difficulty. The Registration form may be found on
line by going to the parish website or by receiving a copy
from the parish office. Your completed registration form may
be mailed to the parish office or placed in the collection bas-
ket on Sunday. Register and be counted among those who
love and support Saint Cecilia’s! — FATHER ZIG

SAVE THE DATE
Craft & Vendor Fair—St. Cecilia Church Hall
90 Church Street, Rockaway, NJ 07866
Saturday, March 2nd, 2024
9:00 am—2:00 pm
For further information, email:
saintceciliarosarysociety(@gmail.com

580-St. Cecilia
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N FROM THE
52 PASTOR

In our celebration of the Eucharist on the Lord’s Day we return to the use of the color green indicating that we are back into
Ordinary Time after last Sunday’s Feast of the Epiphany in conjunction with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.

The Scripture texts for this Second Sunday in Ordinary Time highlight the importance of an introduction to the spiritual life
which the Lord is inviting us to enter with confidence and commitment. The wonderful story of the call of Samuel, by the
Lord, as the young boy sleeps near the ark of God is indeed an example of how the boy is introduced to the Lord by Eli. The
old man instructs the boy in responding to the voice of the Lord so that he may be ready to answer when called upon. The boy
Samuel presents himself attuned to the Lord and ready to serve in the capacity which the Most High will accompany him for
“the Lord was with him, not permitting any word of his to be without effect.”

There are two introductions in the Gospel periscope; John the Baptist introducing his disciples to Jesus, “the Lamb of God,”
and the Apostle Andrew who introduces his brother Peter to the Lord Jesus. Saint Andrew is given the name “Protoclete”,
because in John’s Gospel he is the first one chosen by Jesus to be His disciple, therefore the name “First Called” is appropri-
ate. These introductions are of life-changing importance.

Samuel, Andrew and Peter embrace their calling with a confidence which will be made stronger as their relationship with God
grows. The Scriptures relate how they grow in their confidence and commitment to follow the Lord in His bidding, however
imperfectly. Likewise in today’s epistle reading from the Apostle Paul’s first correspondence to the Corinthians indicates,
these Greek Christians who have been introduced to Christ must now turn from carnal ways and commit themselves to a
chaste life as temples of the Holy Spirit.

Introductions are important and open up for us new relationships which can help us grow spiritually into disciples for Christ
who is waiting for our positive response to service in His Name. Like Eli, John and Andrew we are also called to introduce
the Lord to others by our welcome and invitation to opportunities where faith may be shared. All of us are called into this
service which is called evangelization, introduction to Christ.

As we begin the New Year 2024 I am looking forward to YOU helping me in introducing others to Christ and His Church.
Let’s invite and welcome others! Jesus is calling us to do this!!

My dear parishioners,

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST-GLORY FOREVER!
Father Zig

ST. SEBASTIAN, Martyr
The Same Day, January 20—Patron of Athletes

St. Sebastian was born at Narbonne in Gaul, educated at Milan, and martyred at Rome about the year 284.

According to an account of the 5th century and now considered unhistorical, he entered the army at Rome under the Emperor
Carinus, about the year 283, in order to render assistance to the martyrs. When Diocletian left for the East, St. Sebastian contin-
ued to enjoy the esteem of Maximian, his coadjutor in the Empire.

St. Sebastian had prudently concealed his religion, but he was at last detected and accused before Diocletian, who condemned
him to be shot to death by arrow. The sentence was executed to the extent that he was left for dead.

Restored to health by the care of a pious widow, he boldly appeared before the Emperor and reproached him for his injustice
against the Christians. The Emperor, recovering from his surprise at beholding St. Sebastian alive, commanded that he be
beaten to death with clubs. His body was thrown into a sewer; but a pious lady had it privately removed, and buried it in the
catacombs.

PRAYER Lord, grant us a spirit of strength. Taught by the glorious example of Your Martyr St. Sebastian, may we learn how to
obey You rather than men. Amen

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey

580-St. Cecilia
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