
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Arrangements for the Sacrament of Baptism can be made 
by calling Fr. Matt at extension 15. 
 

 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  

Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office @ 973-627-0313. 
 
 

EMERGENCY PHONE: 
862-251-3914 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313   Website:  st-cecilia.org   — Office: stcec@optonline.net Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
  Fr. Matt: Ext 15 or frmateuszdarlak@gmail.com          
School: 973-627-6003  CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays   

Vigil 4:30 pm 
6:30 am, 8:00 am & 7:00 pm 

  
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
6:30 am & 8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturday @ 3:00—4:00 pm & 
6:15-6:45 pm  

Monday during Holy Hour 
7:00—8:00 pm 

 
Ms. Susan Brennan 

TRUSTEE 
 

Mr. James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

 
Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  

PASTOR 

 
Rev. Mateusz Darlak 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

YOUTH  PROTECTION & 
SAFE  ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 
 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

STAFF ASSISTANT 

 

Mrs. Kelly Cacella 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 

HOLY HOUR : Monday @ 7:00 pm (Sept. to June) 
OCIA—ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION— FOR 

ADULTS: 

Please contact Sr. Diane—sdmoughan@gmail.com  
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 
FEMININE GENIUS PROJECT: 1st & 3rd Saturday of the 
month at 8:00 pm in the parish office. 
ST. JOSEPH MEN’S GROUP: 2nd & 4th Saturday of the month 
at 6:00 am in the parish office. 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP: 1st Wednesday of the month; 
10:00 am in the church (Sept. to June) 
ST. MONICA NOVENA:  Last Saturday after 8:00 am Mass. 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

“WeShare”. It is the responsibility of the individual to meet 

these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon Law , 

#874. 

Parish Summer Office Hours:  

Starting after Memorial Day until Labor Day 

Monday thru Thursday: 8:30—4:00 

(Lunch 12:00—1:00) 

Friday:  Closed 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray for 
the following people serving our country in the armed 

services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford,  
 Joseph Giannetti US Navy, Lance Corporal 
Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. Robbins, Pvt 

USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. Martinez, Sgt. Brian 
Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong V. Nguyen, 
Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, Sgt. Paul J. 
Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. William 
Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Marylyn 
Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin M. 
Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. 
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez, 
PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey, 
Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Chris-
topher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew 
Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,  
Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnof-
sky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  Capt. Vincent 
Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , Spc. Gregory 
Villaneuva, PVT Jack L. Gatzke, US Army, ENS Timothy G. 
Smith, US Navy, We ask God the Father of us all, through the 

intercession of St. Michael the Archangel, to protect all the men and 
women in our Armed Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward 
bringing peace and justice to our world. May they be brought back 
safely to those they love. 
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PRAY FOR THE SICK AND THEIR CAREGIVERS 
Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris Cusick, Jane Gorcica, Sam 
Sessa, Karen Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  David Cicchine, Teresa D’Atria, 
Derek Bascharow,  Debbie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe Horvath, Jr., 
Elvira Bugaoan, Owen Peter Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker 
Steussing,  Susan Mejia, Derek Bascharow, Jim Rattay, Tom Hull,  Kath-
leen Fazio, Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate Darlington, Jake Michael 
Miraldi, Cheryl Anne Bornemann, Sean Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  
Peggy Eileen Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Richard Corcoran,   Madison Rose 
Leslie,  Demetrius Barbee,  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, Kimberly 
Dugan, Gale Sessa, Mike Murray, Michael Turner, Ruben Lorenzo, Mi-
chael Alvarez, Mina Simmons-Jones,  Joe Maulbeck, Mary Merz, Patricia 
Smith Schulman, Vincent Fortunato,  Joyce Turner, Tom Cummiskey, 
Dennis O’Brien, Steven Simmons, Ariel, James DiStaiso, Marty Mackin, 
Brian Bosworth, Dennis Dilger, Robyne LaGrotta, Christopher Darlak, 
Frieda Solow, Claudia Fontanella, Claire Wasacz, Emilio Viola, Martha 
Salvesen,  Ramiro Hinojosa, Jimmy Buckley,  Clare Desmond, Craig 
Huffman, George Stitik, Stephen Goordman, Cecilia Donofrio, Deidra 
Zink, Anthony Pane, Victoria Zuber, Keith Newman, Francis Sanchez, 
Raymond Fullam, John Sandelli, Fran Gatzke, Bob Nielsen, Gert Taylor, 
Walter Zelinski, Clo Callahan, Michael McClain, David Saggioli, Michael 
Hafke, Tyler Bascharow, Kevin R. Bruno, II, Jeremiah O’Brien, Lanie 
Bruno, Joan Apgar, Richard Sala, Richard Cortese, Kira Woyce, Anthony 
D’Alessio, Katherine Lynn, Sophie Boylan, Michael Gatzke, Philip Co-
lombrito, Esperanza Vertucci, Molly Mack, Michele Murray, Jimmy Olge-
luie, Mark Howarth, Logan Mattessich, Harry Lusardi, Carmela Cragan, 
Bob Libak, Mary Lou Baumiller, Patricia Shea, Jose Castillo, Lyle Ryder, 
Joseph Bardi. 

We are online:  www.st-cecilia.org 
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Monday, June 23, Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time 
6:30 am—Frederick & Mary Brussell req. by McDonnell Family 
8:00 am—George & Rose Ann Cunningham req. by Ed & Mary 
   Merz 
Tuesday, June 24, The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 
6:30 am—Zigmund Peplowski req. by Fr. Zig 
8:00 am—Tom Degnan, 5th Anv., req. by his wife, Pat 
Wednesday, June 25, Weekday 
6:30 am— Leo Vitcusky req. by his daughter, Roberta 
8:00 am— Stanley & Helen Peplowski req. by Fr. Zig 
Thursday, June 26, Weekday 
6:30 am— Eva Jean-Francois req. by Viviane Jen-Charles 
8:00 am—Eileen traino req. by her Husband & Family 
Friday, June 27, The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
6:30 am—Richard Grady req. by Sean Connolly 
8:00 am—Special Intention 
Saturday, June 28, The Immaculate Heart of The Blessed Vir-
gin Mary; Saint Irenaeus, Bishop, Martyr, and Doctor of the 
Church 
8:00 am— Mariano & Felisa Manayon req. by Berdin-Baricuatro 
   Family 
Sunday, June 29, Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 
4:30 pm—Augustyn Bizon req. by Family 
   Rosemary Joannidis req. by Bob Colantoni 
7:00 pm—Thomas Will, Jr. req. by Aunt Martha Salvesen 
8:00 am— Ellen Schmitt req. by the McDonnell Family 
    Patricia Wieczerzak req. by Michael Wieczerzak 
9:15 am— Antonio Chicano req. by Flor Yalong 
10:45 am—Charles McGrath req. by the Maulbeck Family 
     Edward Power Jr., req. by the Lusardi Family 
12:15 pm—Special Intention for Fr. Zig’s 50th Anniversary of 
     Ordination req. by Rose Marie & Pat Hester 

     

           The Sanctuary Candle burning on our altar  

is in loving memory of  

Edward Breslauer 

req. by his wife, Noreen           

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending : June 15, 2025 
Collection—Checks & Cash             $       8,652.00 

WeShare Electronic Giving                     $       4,784.70 

Total Weekly Collection              $     13,436.70 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)             $   785,000.00 

Weekly Goal               $     14,313.73  

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)            $        (877.03)                                                                                                                         
Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                    $     17,785.27 

JULY 4TH MASS – Only one Mass will be celebrated on 

Friday, July 4th at 9 o’clock in the morning at the parish 

cemetery. Those who attend are reminded to bring a lawn 

chair. In the event of inclement weather the Mass will take 

place in the church. 
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JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE – His Excellency Bishop 

Sweeney has designated SAINT BERNARD CHURCH (22 St. 

Bernards Drive in Mount Hope) as a designated pilgrim site for 

the Diocese of Paterson. Pilgrims are welcome on Monday eve-

nings for Holy Mass at 6:30, followed by Holy Hour and Con-

fessions.  A plenary indulgence is granted to pilgrims. Our Holy 

Father, Pope Francis, calls all Christians to become pilgrims of 

hope. This is a virtue which must be sourced above all in the 

grace of God and in the fullness of His mercy. A plenary indul-

gence is given to those who are: truly repentant; free from any 

affection for sin; moved by a spirit of charity; receive the sacra-

ments of Penance and Eucharist; and pray for the intentions of 

Pope Francis (1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary and 1 Glory be…). A 

plenary indulgence is the full remission of the temporal punish-

ment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven. This 

jubilee grace can be applied in suffrage to the souls in Purgatory 

through pilgrimage, whose works of mercy and penance, and 

visits to a Jubilee designated shrine or church, such as Saint 

Bernard’s. 

YOUNG MEN – The diocese is sponsoring the 2025 QUO 

VADIS RETREAT on Thursday, June 26th at Camp Shiloh in 

Hewitt (West Milford) from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. There is no fee for 

participants. The retreat is for young men grades 8 through 12. 

There is food (3 meals provided), fraternity (opportunities to 

make new friends), and outdoor adventures (swimming, hiking, 

zip-lining, rock climbing, archery and much more). The day 

ends with a campfire. Bishop Sweeney will celebrate an out-

door Mass. Registration is required which is available through 

the QR code on the promotional information or on the website 

at patersonvocations.org. 

PEW KNEELERS TO BE REPLACED – Prior to Sep-

tember the kneelers at the pews in the church will be re-

placed. The new kneelers will be padded and spring mecha-

nized to reduce the noise which comes when the kneelers 

are not put down properly! In order to pay for this project I 

am asking each family for a donation of $50. I believe this 

is a fair donation which is affordable to just about all of our 

parishioners. It is my prayer that all of our parishioners will 

generously participate in this appeal. Please make your 

check payable to: St. Cecilia Church, memo: kneelers. I 

thank you for the love and support you show our parish as 

we celebrate our 150 Anniversary. – Father Zig 

 

PROJECT: SPEAKING IN TONGUES – Our parish is 

composed of a variety of nationalities which I often com-

pare Saint Cecilia’s to the United Nations. The various eth-

nic groups which form our parish make our church family 

rich and vibrant. To celebrate our cultural makeup I would 

like to do something in September which came from our 

150th Anniversary Committee, that is, to celebrate the Holy 

Mass in a different language. To be clear: this would take 

place only at the Sunday 10:45 Mass and the Mass parts 

which would be in the designated language are the Scrip-

ture readings and the bringing forth of the gifts at the Offer-

tory. Therefore, I am seeking volunteers who speak their 

ethnic language to contact me if you are willing to assist in 

this effort. I would like to begin the first of these Masses on 

Sunday, September 21st and follow each week until we con-

clude. Please contact me as soon as possible so that the 

schedule can be made and the appropriate Scripture read-

ings assigned. – Father Zig 

HOLY HOUR CONCLUSION – Monday evening Holy Hour 

will conclude on June 30th. Holy Hour will be suspended during 

the summer months of July and August. Monday evening Holy 

Hour will return on September 8th. 

 

5th SUNDAY ROSARY – The 5th Sunday of the Month Rosary 

will take place on Sunday, June 29th in Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Church on East Main Street beginning at 3 o’clock in the after-

noon. The Rosary is prayed along with the Divine Mercy Chap-

let. This service is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 

Council 3359 and is open to all. 

JUBILEE OF ECUMENISM – Bishop Kevin Sweeney will 

preside at an ecumenical service to commemorate the 1,700th 

Anniversary of the Council of Nicea and the Nicean Creed on 

Sunday, June 22nd. The service will take place in the Cathedral 

of Saint John the Baptist in Paterson at 3 o’clock in the after-

noon with the participation of Catholic, Orthodox and Protes-

tant clergy. All are welcome! Father Zig is planning to attend. 

Next week we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection to 
support the Universal Church and the work of the Holy 
See, including the charitable works of Pope Francis. These 
works benefit our brothers and sisters on the margins of 
society, including victims of war, oppression, and disasters. 
Please be generous. For more information, 
visit www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html  

http://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html
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Monday, June 23 

7:00 pm—Holy Hour (Church) 

Tuesday, June 24 

7:00 pm—Finance Board Meeting (Parish Office) 

7:45 pm—Light of Christ Prayer Group (Hayes Hall) 

Wednesday, June 25 

7:00 pm—Carnival Meeting (Hayes Hall) 

Thursday, June 26 

Friday, June 27 

Saturday, June 28 

Sunday, June 29 

Divine Mercy Academy News 

Respect Life Corner—Good News! 

 

The Rockaway-Denville Catholic Respect Life Ministry has 

recently adopted a new name!  We are now The John Paul 

II Respect Life Ministry, consisting of 5 parishes: Sacred 

Heart of Jesus, Rockaway, St. Cecilia Church, St. Mary’s 

Church, Denville, St. Clement Church and St. Catherine of 

Sienna Church of Mountain Lakes.  

 

Additionally, in the last year, we have launches a new com-

mittee: “Walking with Moms in Need”, a USCCB Initiative, 

to assist mothers in need of information about area resources 

that may be helpful to them and their family. 

 

If you know of a mother who may require such assistance, or 

if you would like to help us in our John Paul II Respect Life 

Ministry activities, you may contact Carol McGotty, through 

our Parish Office at 973.627.0313. 

 

 

 

 

Registration for Religious Education classes for the 2025- 

2026 will be opening soon. Be sure to check the parish 

website for more details.    

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY COM-

MUNION – As I had announced prior to Easter the distri-

bution of the Precious Blood of our Lord will take place 

every Sunday at the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Since the pandemic 

the number of extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion 

has diminished. Should you feel called to serve in this min-

istry, especially needed at the 10:45 Mass, please speak with 

me or Father Matt. Training, commissioning  and commit-

ment are required. – Father Zig 

ASSUMPTION COLLEGE FOR SISTERS SEEKS 

WORLD CIVILIZATION INSTRUCTOR—ACS invites 

applications for an instructor to teach World Civilization—

HI 101, a three-credit course designed for second-year inter-

national students.  This course offers a global overview of 

major civilizations, cultural exchanges, political and eco-

nomic systems, and religious traditions from ancient times 

to the early modern era.  If interested, contact: 

academicdean@acs350.org 

Congratulations DMA Class of 2025! 

The official graduation picture will be on the cover 

of our bulletin next weekend 

PLEASE DON’T FORGET! – The summer season is a 

time for vacation and recreation. As you venture off to a 

place of rest and enjoyment please remember two things. 

The first is that attendance at Holy Mass on Sunday is a 

must for every Catholic. Go to www.masstimes.org for a 

listing of churches and mass times near your vocation desti-

nation. ALSO, please remember that your weekly and gen-

erous Sunday offering is crucial in the payment of our ex-

penses at Saint Cecilia’s. I am grateful for your support! – 

Father Zig 

THANK YOU – I express my sincere gratitude to the ladies 

of the Saint Monica Guild for the work they did in provid-

ing the hot dog supper which preceded last Friday’s show-

ing of the movie “Cabrini” in Hayes Hall. Also, my thanks 

to Adrian Curelaru for providing the popcorn machine for 

our night at the movies. May God bless you! – Father Zig 

 

 

http://www.masstimes.org
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OUR CHILDREN – Children should be accompanied by a 

parent or adult when using the restrooms in the parish hall. 

We want to make sure that our children return to Mass 

promptly and safely. Your cooperation is appreciated. 
Our Condolences to the Family of 

Chad Dalzell, Jason Ragel and Celedonia Diaz 

Eternal Rest Grant to them Lord 

BEWARE OF SCAMS – Be on the alert of scams which say 

they are from me. THEY ARE NOT!!! Please call me at the 

office (973.627.0313x12) if you have doubt about a text, email, 

etc, which is supposedly from me asking for money, gift cards, 

favors, etc. PLEASE DO NOT BE FOOLED!!!   Fr. Zig 

SIGN UP TO FLOCKNOTE 

If you would like to receive emails or text messages with impor-

tant information regarding our parish life PLEASE SIGN UP 

TO FLOCKNOTE.  This is all totally free for you to use, you 

don’t even have to download anything or create a password in 

order to participate.  You just take a couple minutes to sign up 

and it lets you receive email or text messages from the groups 

and ministries that you choose.  Your info is kept totally private 

and, again, it lets you choose precisely which groups and minis-

tries you want to get email and text messages from here at St. 

Cecilia Church. 

To register simply text SCC2020 to 84576 OR go to the home 

page of our website: st-cecilia.org and there you will find other 

ways to register for this important communication tool.   

It’s Safe, It’s Simple & It’s Convenient 

Give online with WeShare 
Support St. Cecilia Parish today using your debit or credit card or 

checking or savings account:  Visit www.st-cecilia.org and click Do-

nate Online.  Select the collection or event of your choice.  Set up 

your donation or payment.  That’s it!  OR SCAN HERE: 

CRAFT FAIR 

November 8, 2025 

Crafters and Vendors Welcome! 

Email: saintceciliarosarysociety@gmail.com 

Phone: 973-886-8023 

St. Cecilia's Summer Bible Camp 2025!! Tuesday, June 24th 

– Friday, June 27th 4:00 – 6:00 pm We are excited to bring 

back our parish summer bible camp. This experience is for chil-

dren ages 4-10, and will include games, food, music, lessons, 

prayer, and lots of special surprises for the kids. Registration 

must be done online by visiting the parish website. $ 50 for 1 

child, $75 for 2 or more children. Please contact the parish of-

fice if you have any questions.   

SENIOR TRIPS: The City Cruise, June 27th - Trip around 

Manhattan with Lunch and DJ.  $120.00. 

Hunterdon Hills Playhouse - November 18th -  Christmas 

Show  $105.00 

For more information contact Pat Degnan, 

pattyannmarie64@yahoo.com 

CORPUS CHRISTI FOOD DRIVE – The annual dioce-

san food drive will take place in conjunction with the Feast 

of Corpus Christi on Saturday and Sunday, June 21 and 22. 

This project is being conducted to assist the diocesan food 

pantries in Morris, Passaic and Sussex Counties (Diocese of 

Paterson) which are experiencing shortages as they serve 

the poor. Our parish is asked to bring in the following 

items: PANCAKE MIX, PANCAKE SYRUP, and SHAM-

POO. These items may be brought to Hayes Hall and 

placed on the designated tables which are clearly marked 

but no later than June 22nd. Monetary donations will be 

accepted and can be made on line at www.ccpaterson.org/

corpus.  You may also place your check in our offering 

basket when you come to Mass. Please make your check 

payable to: St. Cecilia Church, memo: food drive OR 

Catholic Charities-Diocese of Paterson. 

MONTH OF JUNE – The month of June is dedicated to 

the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. Monday through Friday we 

will pray the Litany to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus at 

the conclusion of the 8 o’clock Holy Mass. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SOCIAL OUTING 

  June 25th at 6 PM 

You are INVITED !!  We encourage all current members and 

any Catholic gentleman who is considering joining the Knights 

- to come out.  It's our treat and we can share with you the good 

we can continue to do in our communities with 

your participation.  The gathering will take place on Wednes-

day June 25th - beginning at 6 PM.  Our venue will be at Ad-

ams Beer Garden - 123 Hibernia Ave, Rockaway, NJ 

07866.  Any questions - please call Mark Hanson at 319-270-

9610 

http://www.ccpaterson.org/corpus
http://www.ccpaterson.org/corpus
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My dear parishioners, 

 

This Sunday as we gather to celebrate the Lord’s Day we commemorate the Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

which is also known by its traditional title of CORPUS CHRISTI. Prior to the liturgical reforms after the Second Vatican 

Council this feast was celebrated on the first Thursday after “Pentecost Week”. Thursday is the day on which our Lord Jesus 

celebrated the Last Supper which is the reason why Thursday was chosen as the day for this commemoration. 

Today we rejoice in the gift of the Holy Eucharist, the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Communion and there are other names for 

the Holy Gifts of Bread and Wine which become the Body and Blood of Christ at the Holy Mass. The Eucharist is confected 

during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass by the priest or bishop, who in Apostolic Succession, in “persona Christi” brings about 

the change in the bread and wine offered by calling down the Holy Spirit along with saying the doing what the Lord Jesus did 

at the Last Supper. 

The office of the priest is presented in today’s first reading from the Book of Genesis where we are introduced to the mysteri-

ous king and priest, Melchizedek who offers bread and wine before “Abraham, our father in faith.” Melchizedek is a type of 

Christ, the High Priest of the New Covenant who offers Himself in the gifts of bread and wine. 

In the epistle reading we find the very first description of the Mass. Paul’s account of the Last Supper predates the Gospel 

telling of this event by about 20-25 years (45 A.D.). Illusions of the Holy Mass are found in the Gospel story of the feeding of 

5,000 by the Evangelist Luke. The miraculous multiplication of bread and the feeding of all, with leftovers besides, is  

eucharistic. 

How wonderful an experience we participated in this past week with the first time, in recent memory, of 40 HOUR DEVO-

TIONS in our parish. The faith within our parish is an inspiration to me and I pray that the Eucharistic Lord Jesus will bless 

our parish community as we continue in our 150th anniversary observances. 

Included within this Sunday’s bulletin is a notice from the diocese regarding the issue of safety and protection for all people 

both young and old. The safety of children on our parish property and among parish staff members is of utmost importance. 

We adhere to the strict code of conduct that is mandated by the Church in our intolerance of sexual abuse. 

 

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST-GLORY FOREVER! 

Father Zig 

   

We know very little about the life of St. Irenaeus, who is one of the most 

important theologians of the 2nd century.  He was born about 130 in Asia 

Minor and placed in the care of St. Polycarp, the disciple of St. John the 

Apostle, and Bishop of Smyrna.  He studied in Rome and later became a 

priest of Lyons in Gaul.  In 178, he succeeded St. Pothinus as Bishop of 

Lyons. 

Through his preaching he converted many to the Faith and his writings did 

much to combat the heresies that were rampant, especially those of the 

Gnostics and Valentinians.  His principal works are:  Against Heresies and 

The Proof of the Apostolic Preaching.  Accordingly, he is regarded as a 

link between the East and West.  He died a martyr in 202 during the perse-

cution of Septimus Severus. 

Prayer  God, You enable St. Irenaeus, Your Bishop, to strengthen the truth of Faith and the peace of the Church.  Through his 

intercession my we be renewed in Faith and love and always strive to foster unity and concord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey 

St. Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr 

June 28 
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