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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM YOUR PASTOR, FR. CRAIG LUSK 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
This is one of the most wonderful seasons of the Church year! During Advent, we heard the summons of 
John the Baptist and other God-appointed prophets to prepare our hearts for the coming of the Messiah. 
Now, the Savior’s birth is here. Of course, the Christ Child will not be literally born again; His birth was a    
one-time event in the little town of Bethlehem long ago and far away. What we celebrate today is that the 
Savior is born anew within our hearts through the gift of faith. 
 
This past year has been one of transition for both St. Mary & St. John Parishes. We returned cautiously to 
most of our former activities with choirs singing at both parishes, pancake breakfasts served on a number of 
occasions, and even the St. Mary Christmas Dinner being offered to anyone who would like to come. This is 
truly wonderful! I am very happy and looking forward to celebrating my eighth Christmas as Pastor of our 
Collaborative. I am also pleased to be working with and performing with the St. Mary Adult Choir for a       
pre-service concert starting at 10:30pm on Christmas Eve, and leading the choir and congregation with the 
gift of Sacred Music for the season. 
 
John begins his Gospel, his account of the meaning of Jesus, with a poem. We must read it, as we read all 
great poetry, many times. It begins with an echo of the opening words of the Book of Genesis, “In the 
beginning.” God is completing the creation of the world, so that it shall be the world he intended it to be, a 
world where men and women live together in peace as members of His family.  
 

“So the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of 
the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) 

 

This is the story of Christmas – the story of God’s mercy and love towards His people. This is the 
season of Peace and Joy! This is the time of Giving and Forgiving! This is the time to Love! 

 
All people were invited to share in the love of the first Christmas when God bestowed His kiss on a sleepy 
world by giving us His Son, Jesus. The world is invited again today to greet the Prince of Peace.  

Come home to the Church and have your light renewed and refreshed by the Savior Himself! 


