
 

 
PARISH PASTOR  
Father Kurt Farrell…….……...507-373-0603 

pastor@sttheo.org 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Tonia Lauer………….…….….507-373-0603 

administration@sttheo.org 
 

OFFICE  
Joanne Tibodeau…..…….…..507-373-0603 

office@sttheo.org 
 

BOOKKEEPING 
Dan Bodensteiner………...….507-373-1646 

bookkeeping@sttheo.org 
 

FAITH FORMATION  
Kristy Minear - director.……...507-373-2987 

faithformation@sttheo.org 
 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Sue Amundson…………...…..507-373-9657  

principal@sttheo.org 
 

SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Kristina Garcia……….……....507-373-9657 

schoolsecretary@sttheo.org 
KITCHEN  
Jolene Dillemuth……….….....507-373-1545 

kitchen@sttheo.org 
MAINTENANCE  
Leonel  Lopez Ortiz…....…....507-377-6180 

maintenance@sttheo.org 
                                                                  

ST. JAMES TRUSTEES 
Ed Bellrichard…………….………..383-1779   
Janice Stensrude……….....….…...373-4024 
 

ST. THEODORE TRUSTEES 
Linda Cruz-Lares…………..………373-1329   
John Forman ………………..…….373-0498   
 

CEMETERY: St. Theodore & St. James 
Steve Merfeld………….... …..507-402-4343 

 
OUTREACH to HOMEBOUND 
Annie Schleck…………..…….507-373-2940 

 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES                                           
Joye Wolf - Counselor ……....507-377-3664   

 www.ccwinona.org 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Sue Miller - Chair 
Loren Lair - Vice Chair 
Betsy Schultz - Secretary 
Dick Freese 
Cheryll Intihar 
Harold Kermes 
Cindy Merfeld 
Judy Popp-Anderson 

RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturday          4:00 pm 
 

Sunday  
1/2 hour before Masses 

 

September 2,  2018 • Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Theodore Catholic Church 
Inviting people to actively participate in the Life of Christ! 

BIENVENIDOS              
315 Clark Street, Albert Lea, MN  56007-2456 

www.sttheo.org   

WEEKEND MASSESS 
 

Saturday:      5:15 pm 
 

Sunday:          9:00 am  (Broadcast on KATE 1450 AM) 

   11:00 am (Español) 

BACKBONE 
 
Lobster shell or backbone? Which do we want? The law 
can be used in different ways. Jesus argued for law as 
backbone. He looked at the real purpose of “clean and 
unclean,” “exterior and interior,” adherence to the word 
planted within. When law is backbone, then we have 
cause to exercise and grow in the Lord, supported and 
strengthened in the truth. In this life, Christ Jesus, who 
is the way of service to one another, leads us by the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit to the Father. 
Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. 
All rights reserved. 

 

 

Columna vertebral 
 
¿Carapacho de 
crustáceo o columna 
vertebral, ¿cuál 
queremos? La ley puede ser cualquiera de los dos. 
Jesús presentó la ley como la columna vertebral, 
analizando el significado real de “puro e impuro”, 
“exterior e interior” y adhesión a la palabra sembrada 
en el interior. Cuando la ley es como la columna 
vertebral, tenemos que ejercitarla para que crezca en 
el Señor, fortalecida en la verdad. En esta vida, Jesús, 
ejemplo de servicio de unos a otros, nos lleva por el 
poder del Espíritu Santo hacia el Padre. 
Texto: Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. Derechos reservados. 



From the Desk of Father Kurt 
“Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you 

and is able to save your souls”. 
 

The word that Saint James speaks of is the word made flesh 
that came to dwell among us, Jesus Christ.  Now that Jesus has 
ascended to the Right hand of the Father, the word takes the 
form of the Holy Spirit.  Through baptism, Christ, has planted his 
seed in us, and as long as we keep free from sin, that Word, 
which is Christ, will live in our hearts.  If we listen to modern 
philosophy, we will believe that “God is like a clock maker, 
watching us from a distance”, when actually he is closer to us 
than our very selves.  No, God is not watching us from a 
distance, but is in our hearts waiting and willing to guide us to a 
life of meaning and happiness if we would only allow Him to take 
the lead in our lives.   

 

As I drive through the countryside I can tell that the corn and the 
beans are doing fine this year.  Think back to when that corn 
and those beans were just seeds.  Then image what God can 
do with you and me if we would just let Him.  The word of God is 
in us; humbly let us welcome Him, and He will save our souls.    
 

Love in Christ, 

Father Kurt Farrell 

Upcoming Broadcast Masses  
Sept 16     † Jeanne L. Johnson by Lloyd Johnson & family 
Sept 23     † Loretta Kermes by Harold & Family 
Sept 30     Donor Needed 

Mass Intentions/Schedule 
Mon, Sept 3 No Mass 

Tues, 
Sept 4 

8:30 pm 
 

9:00 am 

Rosary 
 

Mass 
† Charles Harty 
by Elaine Sonka 

Church 
 

Church 

Wed  
Sept 5 

8:15 am 
 

8:45 am 

Rosary 
 

Mass 
† Ruth O’Brien by her family 

Church 
 

Church 

Thurs 
Sept 6 

2:00 pm Mass 
 † Donna Meirose 
by Jeanne Wendell  

St. John’s 

Fri 
Sept 7 

8:30 am 
 

9:00 am 
 
 
 

9:30 am 
 

9:30am  
 

6:30pm - 8:00pm  

Rosary 
 

Mass  
† Dorothy Mikrot 

by Irene Sonka 
 

First Friday Confessions 
 

Adoration  
 

Spanish Prayer Group 

Church 
 

Church 
 
 
 

Church 
 

Church 
 

Church 

Sat 
Sept 8 

4:00 pm 
 

4:45 pm 
 

5:15 pm 

Reconciliation 
 

Rosary 
 

Mass 
†Memorial Mass 

Association 

Church 
 

Church 
 

Church 

Sun 
Sept 9 

 

8:30 am 
 

8:30 am 
 

9:00 am 
 
 

11:00 am 

Reconciliation 
 

Rosary 
 

Mass. 
For all those in attendance. 

 

Spanish Mass 
† Felix Jo Luna son of Ray 
by Ray  Luna & Mary Larson 

Church 
 

Church 
 

 
 
 

Church 

Sacrificial Giving 
August 25-26 2018 

Adult Envelopes Offertory Improvement Fund St. James 

$9,732.22 $626.00 $65.00 $65.00 

2018 Catholic Ministry Appeal Goal $60,970.00 

Amount Pledged & Received:      $42,079.00 

Daily Scripture Readings 
Mon 9/3 
Tues: 9/4 
Wed: 9/5 
Thurs: 9/6 
Fri: 9/7 
Sat: 9/8 
Sun: 9/9 

1 COR 2:1-5          LK 4: 16 - 30 
1 COR 2:10B-16     LK 4: 31-37 
1 COR 3:1-9  LK 4: 38-44 
1 COR 3:18-23                   LK 5: 1-11 
1 COR 4:1-5                   LK 5: 33-39 
MI 5:1-4A  MT 1:1-6,18-23 
IS 35: 4-7A     PS 146:6-7,8-9,9-10 

JAS 2:1-5  MK 7:31-37 

PRAYER  CHAIN 

Deanna Ille   
373-6285 ♦ 

deille@charter.net   

Staff Changes at St. Theodore’s 
I’m very pleased to announce that Sue Miller (Current chair of 
Parish Council) will be stepping down as Parish Council chair and 
assuming the role of Parish Administrator on a part-time basis. Sue 
comes with much experience in administration both in the public 
sector and through her work here at St. Theodore’s. Sue will have 
regular office hours and can be reached through email at 
administration@sttheo.org  or by calling (507)373-0603. Please join 
me in welcoming Sue to St. Theodore staff.  
 

In addition to Sue coming on board, Joanne Tibodeau, Office 
Administrator, will assume some additional administrative duties 
including managing the parish website, parish contact for the 
Diocese of Winona,  and the coordination of volunteers. Joanne can 
be reached via email at office@sttheo.org or by calling (507)373-
0603.  
 

Please join me in wishing both of these very capable Christ-like 
individuals as they assist me with managing the parish and ensuring 
the mission of inviting people to actively participate in the life of 
Jesus.  
 

Fr. Kurt 

mailto:administration@sttheo.org
mailto:office@sttheo.org


 

WE NEED YOU? 
Volunteers are still needed to help teach our faith formation program. 
Our program depend upon the faithful to be willing missionaries. 
Please contact the faith formation office at 507-373-2987. 

Parent Meetings 
 Sunday, September 9th @ 2:00 pm in the church: PreK-4th 

grade, & First Communion Students. 
 Wednesday September 5th  @ 6:00 pm in Marian Hall: For 5-

11th graders & parents potluck.  This is our registration day for 
students and important information for our 10th & 11th  grade 
Confirmation Students.  We will talk with the parents of the 5-9th 
graders on this night.  It is also a pot-luck, so please bring a dish 
to share.  We will also be discussing our 2019 Mission Trip. 

 

• St. Theodore Faith Formation • 

Liturgical Ministers  
Saturday,  

Sept. 8, 2018 
Sunday,  

Sept 9,  2018 
 

5:15 pm 9:00 am 11:00 am  

Accompanist Grace Chalmers Grace Chalmers 

Hispanic  
Choir 

 
Cantor  

Jodi Blong 
Choir 

Michael Blong 

Lectors Grzybowski’s 
Pegi Sorenson 
Sue Amundson 

 

Altar     
Servers 

Michael Minear 
Elise Grzybowski 

Danny & Timothy 
Chalmers 

Maray Lopez 
Marisol Aretaga 

This Week’s Activities & Reminders 
Mon 

Sept 3 
Labor Day 

Parish Office Closed 
 

No Loaves & Fishes 
 

Hispanic Bible Class 
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

 
 

 
 
 

Church Basement 

Tues 
Sept 4 

 

Presbyteral Council Meeting 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Hispanic Ministry Meeting 
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm  

 

School  Room 15 
 
 

Parish Meeting 
Room 

Wed 
Sept 5 

Morning Prayer Group 
6:00 am - 7:00 am 

 

Teacher Staff Meeting 
3:15 pm - 4:15 pm 

Parish Meeting 
Room 

 

School Room 15 

Thurs 
Sept 6 

Quilting Group 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 

Virtus Training 
5:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Church Basement 
 
 

Marian Hall 

Fri   
Sept 7 

No Parish Activities  

Sat 
Sept 8 

KC Steak Fry 
6:15 pm - 9:00 pm 

KC Club 

Sun  
Sept 9 

 No Parish Activities 

Faith Formation News 

Future Events 

Sept. 22, 2018 
Sept 28, 2018 
Sept. 29, 2018 
October 1, 2018 
March 18-29, 2019 

Parish Rummage Sale 
Red Cross Blood Drive, 2-7pm, Marian Hall 
CONFIRMATION 5:15 Mass 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Grotto Trip 
2019 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in Israel 

Volunteer Opportunity 
Please prayerfully consider becoming one of two volunteers for an 
amazing opportunity to actively participate in the life of Jesus .  For 
the past nine years, Elaine Sonka and Peg Shelton have done a 
remarkable job coordinating Loaves and Fishes and on December 
31, 2018 will retire!   
 

Elaine & Peg have greatly considered what it will take to help this 
much needed program continue – keeping it simple and doable is 
their motto, and are excited to pass on their wisdom to a new team. 
Time Commitment:  3 – 4 hours per week 
Primary Responsibilities:  

Plan the menu for the upcoming week (there are 2 years of menus to 
guide the planning) 
Purchase groceries as needed 
Coordinate with the cooks/kitchen help Mondays from 12:30-1pm. 

Meals are served weekly on Mondays with the exception of the 
month of July, holidays and inclement weather. 
 

Matthew 25:35  “… For I was hungry & you gave me food, I was 
thirsty & you gave me drink, I was a stranger & you  welcomed 
me…” 

 

Mr. Hillman and 
St. Theodore’s   
4th & 5th grades  
would like to thank  
you for supporting  
their classroom  
with Apple  
Tree 
Donations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Created by: Mr. Hillman 

St. Theodore School News 



Hill, Larson, Walth & Benda, P.A. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
214 W. Main, Albert Lea, · 507-377-1333 

 
 
 

Heather Benda, CPA  ·  Sherryle Doyle 
Parishioners 

   

    

    

    

    
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
        

    

    
 

 

   
 

 

  
 

  

Architects / Engineers 
373-0689 

907 Sykes Street, P.O. Box 689 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

Raleigh’s        Hardware 

Dennis & Peggy Raleigh – Parishioners 

2525 Bridge Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

507-377-8636 

1731 Margaretha Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

(507) 373-6485 

 
Parishioners 
Mike & Susan Kruse 

PETERSON, SAVELKOUL 
& BENDA, LTD. 

Attorneys 
211 S. Newton  ●  373-6491 

Donald Savelkoul ●  Matthew Benda 
Daniel Kolker  
Parishioners 

Doug’s Painting and Sandblasting 
377-1508 

 
Interior/Exterior Painting of Commercial Buildings  Interior 
maintenance painting for apartment buildings —nursing 
homes – offices.  27 yrs experience.  Insured.  

Doug Evans, Owner 
Mary, Jason and Dan  ●  Parishioners 

2210 E. Main St., Albert Lea 
Phone:  373-2461  •  1-800-204-2461 

Steve Merfeld, Parishioner 

George R. Lundstrom D.D.S. 
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry 

209 North 9th Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

507-377-1659 

“Excellence is our chosen path” 

 Call 507-377-5100 

The 
Cleaning  
Experts 

 WE SPECIALIZE IN 
WATER, SMOKE, SOOT, DAMAGE CLEAN-UP 

COMMERCIAL AND RESENDENTIAL 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 1590 

1002 S. Broadway,   Albert Lea 
A Catholic Fraternal Organization  

373-5678 

373-1329 

2202 Stevens St 
Albert Lea, MN  

JONES, HAUGH & SMITH, INC. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

Civil Engineers 
Land Surveyors 

 
373-4876 

JOHN H. SCHULTE IV 
BRIAN J. JOHNSON 

373-9850 

Edie Woitas  -   Paula Dahl 
Parishioners 

Home—Auto—Life—Health—Farm 
Business—Medicare Supplement  

Security 
Insurance Agency 

 
Gar Petersen    ·   Larry Petersen  
Mike Petersen   ·   Andy Petersen 

204 S. Washington, Albert Lea    ·     (507) 373-6446 

 Call us at 377-7433  
Serving Seniors in programs of 
 
Ride Services            Advocacy              Chore 
Faith in Action          Guardianship         RSVP 

MOVING YOU IN THE  
RIGHT DIRECTION  
is only a phone call away. 

(507) 373-8963   BUSINESS 
1-888-373-8963  TOLL FREE 

(507) 383-7611   CELL 
Tmfox@charter.net 

TERRY FOX 
REALTOR ® 

 
 

Each Office is independently Owned and  Operated. 

Do you want to 
feel better? 
Have more 

energy? 
Look better? 

Residential, Remodeling & 
Commercial 

Frank Maras 
Parishioner 

Albert Lea, MN 56007 
Phone (507) 377.0101 

Cell (507) 383.6082 

Bob Roche 
Enrolled Agent 
 

Robert P Roche Accounting 

 

120 1/2 Elizabeth Ave                                      (507)377-3465 
Albert Lea, MN  56007                             Rproche@smig.net  
                                                    “Keeping Things Balanced”   

 

Bookkeeping-Payroll-Tax-Preparation 

Northbridge Mall  
2588 Northbridge Ave 

 

Rafael Herrera 
General Manager  

Parishioner 

www.plazamorena.com 
507-373-9194 

Roche Electric,Inc. 
Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring 

120 Elizabeth              373-5483 
Joe, Steve & Edna Roche 

Parishioners 

Casa Zamora Restaurant 

jzamora@casazamorafoods.com 
 

www.casazamorafoods.com 

www.mnaviation.info 

Ron Freeman-Owner        (507)-377-0818 

Hair Designers Etc 
Skyline Plaza     Phone:  373-7443 

A Family Full Service Salon 

 

Carol Becker, Parishioner 

1507 S. Broadway   Albert Lea, MN 
Tel: 651-434-3758, 377-1050 or 377-1209 

All Type of Mechanical Work  24/7 Towing 

1450 W Main St.  Prairie Center 

 
377-2000 

NANCY VAALE 
TOM SORENSON 
JEFF BAUMANN 

LAMAR STALOCH 
STAN THOMPSON 

SUZANNE DICKSON 

2508 Bridge Ave   Albert Lea, MN  56007 

507-377-8451 
 

Please Support Our Advertisers 

Hill, Benda, Skov & Bernau, P.A. 
              Certified Public Accountants 

 
 
Accounting Services: 
Bookkeeping, Payroll,  
& Tax Preparation 
 

Heather Benda-Parishioner 
Lance Skov 
Andrew Bernau 
 

   

    

    

    
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Professional 
Engineers & 

Land Surveyors 
 

373-4876 
 

Brian J. Johnson 

 
   

 
 

  

 

        
 

    
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

   

Architects & Civil Engineers 
507.373.0689  

2046 Sorensen Road Box 1143 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

1731 Margaretha Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

(507) 373-6485 

 
Parishioners 
Mike & Susan Kruse 

Doug’s Painting & 

Sandblasting 

377-1508 
 

Interior/Exterior Painting of Commercial Buildings, In
-Shop Painting 

 

Doug, Jason & Dan Evans 

2210 E. Main St., Albert Lea 
Phone:  373-2461  •  1-800-204-2461 

Steve Merfeld, Parishioner 

 Call 507-377-5289 

The 
Cleaning  
Experts 

 WE SPECIALIZE IN 
WATER, SMOKE, SOOT, DAMAGE CLEAN-UP 

COMMERCIAL AND RESENDENTIAL 

1002 S. Broadway,   Albert Lea 
A Catholic Fraternal Organization  

373-5678 

373-1329 

2202 Stevens St 
Albert Lea, MN  

373-9850 

Edie Woitas   -   Paula Dahl 

 Call us at 377-7433  
Serving Seniors in programs of 
 
Ride Services            Advocacy              Chore 
                Guardianship                RSVP 

 
 

St Theodore 
Catholic School 

 

Accepting Registrations for 
Pre-K - Grade 5 

 

Stop in or call us at 373-9657. 

Northbridge Mall  Rafael Herrera 
General Manager  

Parishioner 

www.plazamorenarestaurant.com 
507-373-9194 

1410 Olsen Dr.   Albert Lea,  MN  56007 
(507)-373-6650 

www.albertleaelectric.com 

Hair Designers Etc 
Skyline Plaza     Phone:  373-7443 

A Family Full Service Salon 

Skyline Plaza 
1655 West Main St. 

Albert Lea, MN  56007 
507-377-1333 

 

KLOCEK 
 ELECTRIC, INC. 

 Residential · Farm · Commercial 

  377-0559 
        Dennis & Dori, Parishioners 

 

Knights of Columbus  
1590 Women's Auxiliary 

 

Open to all Catholic 

 Women 18 &  over   

24/7  
Emergency 

Service                 
724 W. Clark St.                               

373-6161 

George R. Lundstrom D.D.S. 
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry 

209 North 9th Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

507-377-1659 

204 S. Washington  
 

TERRY FOX 
REALTOR ® 

 

(507) 373-8963   BUSI-
NESS 

1-888-373-8963   TOLL FREE 
 (507) 373-0115   CELL 

MOVING YOU IN 
THE RIGHT DI-

RECTION  
is only a phone call 

away. 

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated. 

Bisek Gardens 
Sweet        Linda Bisek 
Corn          425 W. 11th St. 

Sweet Bicolors              Albert Lea  
Open daily noon-6pm    373-4566 

Bi 

SAVELKOUL LAW OFFICE 

Donald W. Savelkoul, PLLC 

Parishioner 

2302 E. Main St.    507.552.5291 

dsavelkoul@savelkoullaw.com 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 1590 

Raleigh’s                 Hardware 
 
     2525 Bridge Ave. 
                      507-377-8636 
                      Peggy Raleigh- 
                         Parishioner 
  

Ben J. Bartelt,  

Agent/Parishioner 
505 Bridge Ave.    Albert Lea 

507-377-0227 
www.albertleasf.com 

PETERSON, KOLKER, 
HAEDT & BENDA, LTD.          

Attorneys 

Finding Solutions...  
One Client At A Time. 

 Best Nursing Homes by 

Us News & World Report 
 

 2017/2018 Large 

Business of the year by 
ALFC Chamber of 
Commerce 

 

 5-Star Overall 

Rating from the Center 
for Medicare & Medicaid 
 

www.ThorneCrest.net 

T H O R N E  
C R E S T 

SENIOR LIVING 
COMMUNITY 

Call today 373-2311  

LS STORAGE 
Short or Long Term Storage 

Indoor units 5x10 10x10 10x20 10x30  

Outdoor storage for Boats, RV’s, Campers 

805 W 9 St Albert Lea …...……507-402-2352 

Owner—Loren Sprague 
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Melissa Wittmer

160 6 W . Fo unt ain St  
Alber t  Lea, MN
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St. Theodore 

Prayer Chain 

          Deanna Ille   
                373-6285 

                     deille@charter.net     

211 South Newton Ave. 
 Albert Lea 

albertlealaw.com 
 

 373-6491 
 

Daniel Kolker ● Matthew Benda 
Parishioners 


