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BAPTISM and MARRIAGES:  
Please call the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221 

Please schedule marriage dates at least 6 months ahead. Weddings  
cannot be scheduled after the Saturday evening Mass or on Sundays. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE & INSERTS  
Please submit any bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 2pm 

on the Monday prior to the weekend you would like it published.   
Also, please contact the office to obtain permission to  

insert fliers into the weekly bulletin. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

Monday - Friday:  
9:00 am 

 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday):  
4:00 pm 

 

Sunday:  
7:30, 9:30 and 11:00am 

 

First Friday:  
9:00 am 

CONFESSIONS: 
Saturday: after 4pm Mass 

First Friday: Before 9:00 AM Mass 
Other times by appointment 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Eucharistic Adoration:  

Mondays 9:30-10:30am 
 

Rosary: 8:30 am, daily 
 

MMP Cenacle: Mondays at 7:15pm  
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tues.- Fri. 
9:30—9:40am in the Sanctuary 

 

Holy Hour: Thursdays at 12noon 
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Third Sunday  
of Advent 

 

MONDAY, December 12 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 9:30-10:30am in the church 
RCIA: 11am in Room 3 
MMP Cenacle-Rosary Prayer Group:  7:15pm in the church (all welcome) 

Advent Reflection Series: 7:15pm in Room 3 and via Zoom 
       

TUESDAY, December 13 
WWP Touching the Divine: 10:15am via Zoom 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 14 
Advent Reflection Series: 9:30am in Fr. Bennett Hall 
RCIA: 1pm in Room 3 
WWP Touching the Divine: 7pm in Fr. Bennett Hall 
 

THURSDAY, December 15 
Holy Hour: 12 noon in the church  

 
FRIDAY, December 16 

Advent Reflection Series: 9:45am via Zoom  
 

SATURDAY, December 17 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3 

 
SUNDAY, December 18 

Advent Reflection Series: 10:30am Room 3 and via Zoom  
 

This Week at St. Ann 

If you are a resident in this area, we hope that you 
will continue to grace us with your presence and 
register with our office manager. You may call  

860-673-9858 or stop by the parish office to  
register. If you are a visitor, we thank you for  

participating in worshiping with us and we  
hope to see you again. 

MONDAY, December 12 
9:00 For Divine Peace on Earth, requested by  
 Judith Stafford & David Woolley 
    

TUESDAY, December 13 
9:00 Arthur Richard Godbout, Sr., requested by  
 the Godbout Family 
  

WEDNESDAY, December 14 
9:00 Anna ZuWallack, requested by  
 the ZuWallack Family 
 

THURSDAY, December 15 
9:00 For Divine Peace on Earth, requested by  
 James Woolley 
  

FRIDAY, December 16 
9:00  For Divine Peace on Earth, requested by  
 Kathryn Woolley 
   

SATURDAY, December 17 
4:00 Terry Tromza, requested by Mary Jane Jeter 
  

SUNDAY, December 18 
7:30 Leone Lozier, requested by Doris and Lionel Cyr 
9:30 Evan Scollard, requested by his family 
11:00 Richard Hill, requested by  
 Rose Ann and Ken McBride 
 
 

COME SING  
in the LOFT!! 

 
Join our SEASONAL CHOIR       

on Christmas Eve 
 

Join a CHOIR for Masses  
in 2023 

 

 

A quote often attributed to Saint Augustine says “To Sing is to Pray Twice.” 
 

We are adding voices for Christmas Eve and for Masses in 2023. Have 
you ever wanted to explore singing with our Music Minsters in the Choir 
Loft? If so, please reach out to our Director of Music, Tom Stockton at 

860-673-9858, ext. 230, and/or our Ministries Coordinator 
(and long time Choir Member), Chip Janiszewski at 
chip.janiszewski@stannavon.com for more information  
– we would love to chat with you! 

mailto:chip.janiszewski@stannavon.com
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How We Can Help the 
Homeless During the 
Holidays... 
 

Once again St. Ann is hoping to 
make up a Christmas gift bag for 
each of the men staying at  
ImmaCare shelter.  With the cold  weather upon us, 
these bags provide desperately needed items but also 
show that  people care. This week, with the lifting of 
some Covid restrictions, the shelter numbers increased 
from 50 to 88 men. Items we'd like to include are socks
(both warm and athletic), hats, gloves, chapstick and 
toothbrushes. Please drop off any time in the church 
kitchen. Many thanks in advance!  



Weekly Ordinary Income 
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Weekly Collection for 12/4/22: $5,915.43 

Online Giving  (Nov. 30-Dec. 6, 2022): $3,489.50 
Next Weekend’s 2nd Collection:  monthly 

 

This week’s theme: Doubt 
In today’s Gospel John the Baptist has his doubts about Jesus.    
He sends his disciples to ask Our Lord, “Are you the one who is  
to come, or should we look for another?” 
 

Reflection:  Do you doubt the real, substantial Presence of Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament? In humility ask Our Lord today after 
you receive Him in Holy Communion to reveal His loving  
Presence to you. Do you doubt His love for you, as you gaze  
upon the crucifix?  Do you doubt His desire to come to dwell in 
the very depths of your heart, as you approach Him in the Holy 
Eucharist? Please send any bulletin submissions to: 

kris.martino@stannavon.com 



 

 

First Reading: 
Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication; with divine 
recompense he comes to save you. (Is 35:4) 
 

Psalm: 
Lord, come and save us. (Ps 146) Or Alleluia. 
 

Second Reading: 
Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand. (Jas 5:7) 
 

Gospel: 
When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his 
disciples to Jesus with this question, “Are you the one who is to come, or should 
we look for another?” (Mt 11:2-3) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

We can often feel parched, desolate, lifeless, and dark. Even though 
we still engage in the business and demands of life, we find ourselves 
somewhat detached, disengaged, and removed. We lack joy, wonder, 
awe, and zest. Rather than being an experience of freedom and  
excitement, life holds us captive. We are tethered to systems, agendas, 
protocols, regulations, and expectations that go against the grain of 
what it means to be God’s child. We find ourselves in a desert. Jesus 
came to release us from all of this negativity and desolation. John the 
Baptist announced the arrival of the One who embodies healing,  
reconciliation, freedom, and life. Stop complaining about what you don’t 
have. Prepare for the arrival of the remedy to life’s despair. Be strong, 
fear not! Christ will save us from life’s distortions, illusions, and  
disappointments. Be patient. With proper time and care, all will be well. 
©LPi 

 

Life can leave us feeling dark and desolate. Sandy was just  
twenty-eight when her husband, Rob, died, leaving her to raise their 
two young children. She was without paid employment. Rob went to 
work one morning and never returned home. Sandy, though, had faith 
and trusted that somehow God would help her through, even though 
most days brought deafening, piercing loneliness. She persevered, 
and the darkness gave way to light. Remarking one day to a friend 
hesitant to commit to a relationship, Sandy shared her wisdom. Even if 
she knew the outcome would be the same, she would marry Rob 
again. She assured her friend that she would even do this if eight years 
could only be eight minutes. We are being led by God and God  
transforms the darkness into light.  

 

“Be strong, fear not!” Those are easy words to say. Putting them into 
practice is the challenge. When our paths are dark and life’s roads 
become treacherous, we can easily complain about life’s unfinished 
nature. When will the pain go away? Will the loneliness ever cease? 
Will I experience happiness again? As the farmer needs to exercise 
patience with the soil, we need to do the same with our lives. We have 
to wait for the early and late rains to come, properly tend to our  
gardens, and ensure that the rich nutrients of God’s merciful and ten-
der presence continue to enrich us. God is not done. God has only just 
begun his work in us.  

 

We cannot allow life to hold us captive. The systems, agendas,  

protocols, regulations, expectations, and unfinished business can  

distract us from what it means to be God’s child. Life can leave us 

feeling cheated, negative, and parched. All times and seasons of our 

spiritual and liturgical lives lead us to three virtues: faith, hope and 

love. Stop complaining about what is wrong and look to what God can 

make right! Joy that flows from the Baptist’s message: in Jesus, the 

one mightier than he, are found healing, reconciliation, and freedom. 

Christ will save us from life’s distortions, illusions, and  

disappointments. Do you believe this? 
©LPi 

 

Items on this page supplied by our bulletin publisher,  Liturgical Publications Inc. 

 
 

Readings for the week of December 11, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11  
Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/ 
 Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47  
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32  
Wednesday: Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/ 
 Lk 7:18b-23  
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/Lk 7:24-30  
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Jn 5:33-36  
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17  
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
 

 

The Season That Gives Back  
 
I don’t have anything left to give. 
You can’t pour from an empty cup. 
All I do is give. Who is giving to me? 
 
Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run through your head. I’m sure 
they occur to all of us from time to time. We can become so easily depleted by 
the fast pace of life and whatever vocation God has called us to, whether that’s 
parenthood, a demanding professional career or the caretaking of friends and 
family (or as so often happens, a hybrid of all three). Many of us also undergo 
certain seasons — seasons of the year, but also seasons of life — that seem to 
sap us of energy and leave us totally empty.  
 
In these times, it seems impossible to continue in the spirituality of Everyday 
Stewardship. Graciousness, mindfulness, prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability 
— maintaining some semblance of these characteristics in our daily life feels not 
only overly optimistic, but totally impossible. 
 
The Church gives us certain liturgical seasons that are meant to fill us up, almost 
like spiritual pit stops. Advent is one such season, and the Scriptural passages 
we reflect on at Mass during these four weeks are filled with images of nature 
defied. We see the dry steppe blooming. We see the weak made firm. We see 
the frightened made strong. We see the lame walk. We see the Virgin give birth. 
 

If you think you don’t have anything left to give this Advent, think again. This is 

the season of miracles when what we thought was depleted brings new life. 

 - Tracy Earl Welliver, MT 

December 11, 2022 –  Third Sunday of Advent 



 

The BULLETIN Board 

 

Fall is traditionally when we think about making gifts to support our 
favorite charities, like the Church of Saint Ann. There are many op-
tions for tax-effective giving both for those who can continue to itemize 
their deductions and for those who will no longer itemize. 
 

If you are 70.5 or older, you can make qualified charitable  
distributions (QCD’s) directly from individual retirement  
accounts (IRS’s) using funds that might otherwise be taxed when with-
drawn. Gifts can be made in any amount up to a total of $100,000 per 
individual per year. The benefits of a QCD are reduced for those who 
continue to make deductible IRA contributions. 
 

Because you are giving directly from your IRA, you won’t  
increase your adjusted gross income and possibly subject your social 
security or other income to higher levels of taxation. These tax-free 
gifts are particularly wise for those who no longer itemize deductions 
for income tax purposes. Consult your financial or tax advisor for more 
information. 






