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BAPTISM and MARRIAGES:  
Please call the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221 

Please schedule marriage dates at least 6 months ahead. Weddings  
cannot be scheduled after the Saturday evening Mass or on Sundays. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE & INSERTS  
Please submit any bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 2pm 

on the Monday prior to the weekend you would like it published.   
Also, please contact the office to obtain permission to  

insert fliers into the weekly bulletin. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

Monday - Friday:  
9:00 am 

 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday):  
4:00 pm 

 

Sunday:  
7:30, 9:30 and 11:00am 

 

First Friday:  
9:00 am 

CONFESSIONS: 
Saturday: after 4pm Mass 

First Friday: Before 9:00 AM Mass 
Other times by appointment 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Eucharistic Adoration:  

Mondays 9:30-10:30am 
 

Rosary: 8:30 am, daily 
 

MMP Cenacle: Mondays at 7:15pm  
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tues.- Fri. 
9:30—9:40am in the Sanctuary 

 

Holy Hour: Thursdays at 12noon 
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Fourth Sunday  
of Advent 

 

MONDAY, December 19 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 9:30-10:30am in the church 
RCIA: 11am in Room 3 
Advent Reconciliation Service: 7pm in the church 
MMP Cenacle-Rosary Prayer Group:  will resume 12/26 

Advent Reflection Series: 7:15pm in Room 3 and via Zoom 
       

TUESDAY, December 20 
WWP Touching the Divine: 10:15am via Zoom 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 21 
RCIA: 1pm in Room 3 
WWP Touching the Divine: 7pm in Fr. Bennett Hall 
 

THURSDAY, December 22 
Holy Hour: 12 noon in the church  

 
FRIDAY, December 23 

 
SATURDAY, December 24, Christmas Eve 

 
SUNDAY, December 25, Christmas 

Merry Christmas 

This Week at St. Ann 

If you are a resident in this area, we hope that you 
will continue to grace us with your presence and 
register with our office manager. You may call  

860-673-9858 or stop by the parish office to  
register. If you are a visitor, we thank you for  

participating in worshiping with us and we  
hope to see you again. 

MONDAY, December 19 
9:00 Charles Deye, requested by his family 
7:00 Advent Reconciliation Service 
     

TUESDAY, December 20 
9:00 Dave Matthes, requested by Ann and family 
  

WEDNESDAY, December 21 
9:00 Thomas Penzone, requested by  
 Rosanne Harutunian 
 

THURSDAY, December 22 
9:00 Paul Argay, requested by the Emery Family 
  

FRIDAY, December 23 
9:00  Camille and Peter Angelina and Michael Nay,  
 requested by the Angelina Family 
   

SATURDAY, December 24, Christmas Eve 
4:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 

 plants have been donated  
6:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 
 plants have been donated  
10:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 
 plants have been donated  
 

SUNDAY, December 25, The Nativity of the Lord 
8:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 

 plants have been donated  
10:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 

 plants have been donated  

 
 

Advent Reconciliation Service 
Monday, December 19, 2022 at 7:00pm 

 

There will be a Parish Advent Reconciliation Service on Monday December 19th  
at 7PM. Father Fontana and several priests from the Archdiocese will be  

hearing confessions. 
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How We Can Help the 
Homeless During the  
Holidays... 
 

Once again St. Ann is hoping to make up a 
Christmas gift bag for each of the men staying at 
ImmaCare shelter.  With the cold weather upon us, these bags 
provide desperately needed items but also show that  people 
care. This week, with the lifting of some Covid restrictions, the 
shelter numbers increased from 50 to 88 men. Items we'd like to 
include are socks (both warm and athletic) , hats, gloves,        
chapstick and toothbrushes. Please drop off any time in the 
church kitchen. Many thanks in advance!  

COME SING in the LOFT!! 
 

Join our SEASONAL CHOIR       
on Christmas Eve 

 

Join a CHOIR for Masses  
in 2023 

 

 

A quote often attributed to Saint Augustine says  
“To Sing is to Pray Twice.” 

 

We are adding voices for Christmas Eve and for Masses in 
2023. Have you ever wanted to explore singing with our Mu-
sic Minsters in the Choir Loft? If so, please reach out to our 
Director of Music, Tom Stockton at 860-673-9858, ext. 230, 

and/or our Ministries Coordinator (and long 
time Choir Member), Chip Janiszewski at 
chip.janiszewski@stannavon.com for more 
information – we would love to chat with you! 

Ordering you gifts on Amazon this year? 
 

You can make an impact this holiday season while you  
shop on Amazon! 

 

Simply shop at: smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0658084  
and AmazonSmile will donate to “St. Anns Church of Avon”,  

at no cost to you. 

mailto:chip.janiszewski@stannavon.com


Weekly Ordinary Income 
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Weekly Collection for 12/11/22: $5,559.27 

Online Giving  (Dec. 6-12, 2022): $2,415.50 
Next Weekend’s 2nd & 3rd Collections:   
   Christmas and Parish Charities 

 

This week’s theme: Glory to God in the Highest and on earth 
peace to men of goodwill. 
“Gloria in excelsis Deo” (Glory to God in the highest.) are the 
words sung by the choirs of angels to welcome the birth of 
the Infant Jesus. (Luke 2: 14) May we give joyful praise and 
thanksgiving together with the angels for the gift of our  
salvation: our Infant King. 
 
Reflection: The ANGELS PROCLAIMED GOOD NEWS OF GREAT 
JOY! Today we find Him not in the manger, but in every  
tabernacle throughout the world. May the Infant Jesus always 
bring you an abundance of His peace and joy, as you receive 
Him in the Holy Eucharist. A Blessed Christmas to all! 

Send any bulletin submissions to: kris.martino@stannavon.com 



 

 

First Reading: 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.  (Is 7:3-4) 
 

Psalm: 
Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. (Ps 24) 
 

Second Reading: 
The gospel about his Son, descended from David according to the flesh, but 
established as Son of God in power. (Rom 1:15) 
 

Gospel: 
The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through 
the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. (Mt 1:20) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

“God is with us.” This is the one constant in the unpredictability of life. 
The particulars of our lives can change, not only instantly but  
dramatically. People experiencing a time of peace can easily find  
themselves at war. Times of prosperity can rapidly become times of 
want. Our vision for the future can be destroyed, and our securities 
placed in jeopardy. These final days of Advent allow us to make final 
preparations. The true safety and security we seek can only come from 
God. The rest, harmony, and peacefulness we desire are found in God 
alone. How do we know this to be true? God Himself gave us a sign: 
Emmanuel, God with us. Do not be afraid, and do not be unbelieving. 
Hold fast to what God has done in giving us His only begotten Son. We 
do not have to anxiously attempt to control life’s unpredictability. All we 
need to do is make sure that our hearts are in the proper place and 
seeking the right things! 
©LPi 

 

An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado rips through several 
neighborhoods, a bomb claims a maternity hospital and a sudden heart 
attack takes the life of a soul mate. Life is unpredictable and dramatic. 
Many buy into the sad illusion that the securities and familiarities we 
see around us today will remain forever: our homes, our friends, our 
spouses, our churches, and even our health. We are stunned and 
shaken by a sudden change, finding ourselves bewildered, mortified, 
and even embittered. We do not like change, especially change driven 
by sources beyond our control. Are there any guarantees in life? We 
often live as if our lives come with lifetime warranties. When they 
break, they can be fixed or replaced. Such is not the case. Many things 
are irreplaceable and unable to be fixed. During life’s inevitable chaos, 
God says: “Do not be afraid.” Seriously? How can one not be afraid 
when things are falling apart? 

 

Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is unrealistic, and somewhat 
unhealthy, to strive to live without any fear. Fear teaches us lessons 
and can be a catalyst to discovering more profound things. What we do 
with fear and how we understand it is critical. Fear can either cripple us 
or move us forward. God does not want fear to cripple us. If we look 
around at all that can change in our lives and consider what we might 
have to do, we can easily wallow in the mire of self-misery. Or we can 
step up to the challenge, as Mary did, and do what needs doing! We 
can stand tall, as did Joseph, and do the right and just thing!  What 
gives us this courage? Faith.  

 

God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent preparations. We need 

to be reminded that we are not in this alone. God not only made us and 

loves us, but God keeps us! In the person of Jesus Christ, God is the 

sign we need to persevere! Do not be afraid and do not be unbelieving! 

Hold fast to what God has done in giving us His only begotten Son. We 

do not have to anxiously attempt to control life’s unpredictability. God 

has blessed us with the birth of His Son. Trust that He is with us and 

will not abandon us, even in death. 
©LPi 

 

 

Items on this page supplied by our bulletin publisher,  Liturgical Publications Inc. 

 
 

Readings for the week of December 18, 2022 
Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24  
Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38  
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56  
Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66  
Saturday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/ 
 Lk 1:67-79  
Next Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/ 
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25  
 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/ 
 Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14    

 

St. Joseph the Steward  
St. Joseph is one of the greatest examples of stewardship we have in the  
Gospels. Here is a man who understands care and reverence for the property of 
God, a man chosen to be steward over the very life and breath of God’s Son and 
Spouse.  
 

Joseph was mindful. He recognized what belonged to God. When he understood 
that Mary was to be the mother of God, he was not jealous or bitter. He did not 
presume to claim ownership over her. 
 

Joseph was prayerful. He accepted the opportunity to be in relationship with 
God, even if it was in a radical and unexpected way. How many of us would trust 
a crazy dream we have where an angel tells us our fiancée is carrying the Son of 
God? Well, those of us who are already profoundly connected to God through 
prayer. Joseph was open to receiving God, and so he was open to the truth in a 
way many of us would not have been.  
 

Joseph was gracious. Even before he had full understanding of the situation, he 
was unwilling to expose Mary to shame. He did not give himself over to feelings 
of betrayal.  
 

Joseph was committed. He persevered. The Lord had no shortage of strange 
and even dangerous-sounding tasks for Joseph, but he submitted to each one.  
 

Joseph was accountable. When he awoke from his dream, “he did as the angel 
of the Lord had commanded him, and took his wife into his home.” 
 

Joseph was a man entrusted with many gifts, and he gave of them wisely. Let us 

pray that we have the grace to follow in his example.    - Tracy Earl Welliver, MT 

December 18, 2022 –  Fourth Sunday of Advent 



 

The BULLETIN Board 

 

Fall is traditionally when we think about making gifts to support our 
favorite charities, like the Church of Saint Ann. There are many op-
tions for tax-effective giving both for those who can continue to itemize 
their deductions and for those who will no longer itemize. 
 

If you are 70.5 or older, you can make qualified charitable  
distributions (QCD’s) directly from individual retirement  
accounts (IRS’s) using funds that might otherwise be taxed when with-
drawn. Gifts can be made in any amount up to a total of $100,000 per 
individual per year. The benefits of a QCD are reduced for those who 
continue to make deductible IRA contributions. 
 

Because you are giving directly from your IRA, you won’t  
increase your adjusted gross income and possibly subject your social 
security or other income to higher levels of taxation. These tax-free 
gifts are particularly wise for those who no longer itemize deductions 
for income tax purposes. Consult your financial or tax advisor for more 
information. 






