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BAPTISM and MARRIAGES:  
Please call the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221 

Please schedule marriage dates at least 6 months ahead. Weddings  
cannot be scheduled after the Saturday evening Mass or on Sundays. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE & INSERTS  
Please submit any bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 2pm 

on the Monday prior to the weekend you would like it published.   
Also, please contact the office to obtain permission to  

insert fliers into the weekly bulletin. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

Monday - Friday:  
9:00 am 

 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday):  
4:00 pm 

 

Sunday:  
7:30, 9:30 and 11:00am 

 

First Friday:  
9:00 am 

CONFESSIONS: 
Saturday: after 4pm Mass 

First Friday: Before 9:00 AM Mass 
Other times by appointment 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Eucharistic Adoration:  

Mondays 9:30-10:30am 
 

Rosary: 8:30 am, daily 
 

MMP Cenacle: Mondays at 7:15pm  
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tues.- Fri. 
9:30—9:40am in the Sanctuary 

 

Holy Hour: Thursdays at 12noon 
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First Sunday  
of Lent 

 

MONDAY, February 27 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 9:30-10:30am in the church  
RCIA: 11am in Room 3 
MMP Cenacle-Rosary Prayer Group:  7:15pm in the church (all welcome) 

Divine Design: 6:30pm in Fr. Bennett Hall 
Lectio Divina, Live! 7:15pm in Room 3 and via Zoom  
    

TUESDAY, February 28 
WWP Touching the Divine: 10:15am via Zoom 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 1 
James Bible Study: 9:30am in Fr. Bennett Hall 
RCIA: 1pm in Room 3 
WWP Touching the Divine: 7pm in Fr. Bennett Hall 
 

THURSDAY, March 2 
Step by Step: 9:30am in Fr. Bennett Hall 
Holy Hour: 12 noon in the church  
Acts Bible Study: 6:30pm in Room 3 and via Zoom 
Adult Confirmation: 7:15pm in Room 1 

 
FRIDAY, March 3 

Kingdom of Happiness: 9:45am via Zoom 
Stations of the Cross: 7pm in the church 
 

SATURDAY, March 4 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3 
 

SUNDAY, March 5 
Kingdom of Happiness: 10:30am in Room 3 and via Zoom 

 

This Week at St. Ann 

If you are a resident in this area, we hope that you 
will continue to grace us with your presence and 
register with our office manager. You may call  

860-673-9858 or stop by the parish office to  
register. If you are a visitor, we thank you for  

participating in worshiping with us and we  
hope to see you again. 

MONDAY, February 27 
9:00 Jack Kevin O’Leary, requested by  
 the Wojewoda Family 
     
TUESDAY, February 28 
9:00 Alessandra Smolinski & Cora Sopelak,  
 requested by the Sopelak Family 
  
WEDNESDAY, March 1 
9:00 For Divine Peace on Earth, requested by 
 Kathryn Woolley 
  
THURSDAY, March 2 
9:00 William Omberg, requested by  
 Rob and Diane Earley 
 
FRIDAY, March 3 
9:00  Harrison Waterbury, requested by  
 the Waterbury Family 
   
SATURDAY, March 4 
4:00 Austin James Tangen, requested by  
 John and Maria Manning 
  
SUNDAY, March 5 
7:30 Fr. John Lavorgna, requested by Fr. Fontana 
9:30 For blessings upon our Confirmation  
 candidates  
11:00 Nancy Ward Callahan, requested by  
 the Downey Family 
  
 
 

COME SING 
in the LOFT!! 

 
 

Join our Holy Week Choir! 

 

A quote often attributed to Saint Augustine says  
“To Sing is to Pray Twice.” 

 

St. Ann’s Music Ministry invites you to “Join Us In SONG” for 
any or all of our Holy Week events: Wednesday’s  
Tenebrae Service, Holy Thursday Mass, Good Friday Service 
and the Easter Vigil. We will be scheduling rehearsals soon.  

 
Please reach out to our Director of Music, Tom Stockton at 860-

673-9858, ext. 230 or ttstockton@earthlink.net, and/or our 
Ministries Coordinator (and long time Choir Member), Chip 

Janiszewski at 860-673-4006 or 
chip.janiszewski@stannavon.com for more information. 

Stations of the Cross  
 

Fridays during Lent:  7:00 pm 

Mondays during Lent: 6:00pm 
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On Sunday, March 5,2023 the Knights 
of Columbus will be hosting a relic of 
Blessed Michael McGivney at the 
11:00am Mass and will be displayed  
after Mass for personal veneration  
and prayer.  



Weekly Ordinary Income 
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Weekly Collection for 2/19/23: will be reported next weekend 

Online Giving  (Feb.15-22, 2023): $2,487.50 

Next Weekend’s 2nd Collection:  St. Ann Cares 

 

This week’s theme:  Overcoming the Trials of Life 
Today we begin our journey into Lent. Our readings take us with Jesus for 
40 days into the desert. (Matthew 4: 1-11) Here Jesus is tempted by Satan. 
Christ teaches us how to overcome temptations as He suffered the physical 
trials of hunger and thirst. In obedience and fidelity to His heavenly Father, 
Jesus demonstrates how we too can persevere through the trials and  
temptations of life. We must depend totally on God. 
 

Reflection:  There is a little-known saint who demonstrates how the Holy 
Eucharist can assist us to overcome temptations during great trials. St. 
Alice of Schaerbeek was a young woman who suffered from leprosy. She 
was confined for life to a small hut for fear that others would contract her 
disease. How did she overcome the many temptations which must have 
afflicted her during her life? These are her words,” The Eucharist removes 
my pains, my cares…. (It) warms, cheers, soothes, contents and renews 
my whole being.”  Why not make a commitment this Lent to spend some 
time in prayer before Jesus in His Sacrament of Divine Love? There is no 
better way to grow closer to Him this Lent than to spend time with Him. 

This weekend marks the start of the  
2023 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal in our parish. 
If you haven’t already, you will soon receive a 
letter from Archbishop Blair seeking your  
support. As Catholics in the Archdiocese of  
Hartford we can have a profound impact on our 

local communities not only in the spiritual realm, but intimately connected to 
it, the realm of social services and many charities and outreach services 
performed by, or with help from, our Church.  
To view some of the wonderful things accomplished through your  
generosity, the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is continuing the web-series 
called, The Annual Appeal at Work. The season premiere will be airing on 
Thursday, March 2nd on all Archdiocesan Social Media sites as well as the 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal webpage. New episodes will air the first week 
of each month, for the rest of 2023. Each episode will highlight some of the 
wonderful ministries supported by the 2023 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, 
His Sacrifice, and ours! If you go to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal  
Website, https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/ you will find a link for 
each episode. Please tune in Thursday, March 2nd for the season premiere.  

All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are used  
exclusively for the purposes outlined in the Appeal literature, which can be 

found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/  
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or settlements.  

Connecticut March For Life: 3-22-23 
Life is a Gift, God’s precious Gift 

 

12 noon: Rally at the Capitol  
1pm: March for Life around Bushnell 

Park 
 

A bus will leave St. Ann’s parking lot around 10:15am  
and return to St. Ann around 3pm 

No cost for the bus (40 seats available) 
Let’s fill the bus and together stand for life! 

 

Please help us turn Connecticut into a state that protects the 
unborn and rejects euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide 
for our sick and dying. We need everyone’s help to make  
Connecticut a state that shows respect and compassion for 
life. Please sign up on the poster in the Gathering Space. 
More details can be found on the poster.  Thank you. 



 

:2) 

First Reading: 
The LORD God formed man out of the clay of the ground and blew into his 
nostrils the breath of life. (Gn 2:7) 
 
Psalm: 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. (Ps 51) 
 
Second Reading: 
For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made 
sinners, so, through the obedience of the one, the many will be made right-
eous. (Rom 5:19) 
 
Gospel: 
At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the 
devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights. (Mt 4:1-2) 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

We worship a God who understands human limitation. A God who has felt the 
pangs of fasting and the enticements of the tempter. Our God, hungry and tired 
and weakened, has stared into the face of the devil and said: “I am stronger 
than you.” 
©LPi 

 

The Spirit leads Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the devil, and we hear 
this: “He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 
hungry.” Seems like a questionable battle preparation plan. When I fast, I 
usually feel grouchy at best, and at worst, like I might pass out from longing for 
a hamburger. Isn’t it better to be well-fed and fully hydrated, especially to face 
spiritual struggles? Why fast? 
 
This might help. The origin of the word “fast” means to “hold firmly.” We still 
use it that way when we say, “I held fast to my original decision.” We human 
beings are a bundle of desires which vie for our attention: food, drink, comfort, 
safety, sex, laughter, beauty, and so on. If we can’t manage to have firm grip 
on them, in short order they’ll have a firm grip on us. By fasting from our lower 
desires, we learn to firmly grip on to what is greater. Fasting leads to us to a 
firmer hold on our body and mind.  
 

Jesus fasts for us. He’s showing us that his grace can help us regain this firm 

hold of our lives, which makes it more difficult for the devil to tempt us. But take 

it one more step. Fasting also teaches us to finally hold fast to Jesus, the Word 

of God in flesh. “Man does not live by bread alone,” he says, “But by every 

word that comes forth from the mouth of God.” Jesus’ fasting reveals his 

fast hold to the Father in everything. May our fasting help us to grasp ourselves 

more firmly, and then to hold fast to Jesus alone. 

 
 

— Father John Muir 
©LPi 

Items on this page supplied by our bulletin publisher,  Liturgical Publications Inc. 

 
Formed and Fallen 
There is a version of myself that walks into church on Ash Wednesday and a 
version of myself that walks into church on Good Friday. Aside from having the 
same face, these women bear very little resemblance to one another. 
 
Ash Wednesday Me is fired up. She’s ready to go. She’s got a stomach full of 
pączki, a forehead full of ashes, an oven full of fasting bread and a whole list of 
Lenten resolutions. She’s got a plan for the next 40 days and she’s ready to be 
transformed. 
 
Good Friday Me is tired. She’s lumbering into church dragging six weeks of 
failure and unfulfilled expectations behind her. Nothing went the way it was 
supposed to (again). She didn’t accomplish what she wanted (again) and she 
doesn’t want to dwell on it (again).  
 
If Satan offered both versions of myself the same deal he offered Christ — 
submit to me, and you will have the whole world — I have to wonder: which one 
of these creatures, formed and fallen, would be strong enough to defy him? 
Would either? 
 
I can’t say that the chipper, optimistic woman on Ash Wednesday has more 
strength than the tired woman on Good Friday. To each of these women Satan 
offers an easy way out. But to each, too, Christ offers an abundance of grace 
and the gift of justification.  
 
This Lent, I know that I will be tested. I know that I will fail in many ways. I know 
that my intentions and my best efforts will not be enough.  
 
But I bring them to the altar anyway, and I leave them there as an offering. And I 
know that Easter morning will dawn, and the tomb will be empty. 
 
“The gift is not like the transgression.” — Romans 5:15 

 
 

 Readings for the week of February 26, 2023 
 

Sunday:  Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 (see 3a)/Rom 5:12-19 or 
5:12, 17-19/ 
  Mt 4:1-11 
Monday:  Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-32  
Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7-12  
Friday:  Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 507a, 7bc-8/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43-48  
Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 (22)/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9 

February 26th, 2023 -  First Sunday of Lent 



 
 

The BULLETIN Board 


Aid a Pet, CT's only pet food pantry which operates out of 
Holy Trinity Church in Hartford, is seeking monetary and pet 
food donations. The pet food pantry distributes pet food to 
low-income Hartford residents on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month from 10-1 p.m.  
It also helps low-income Hartford residents with basic veterinary care. AID a 
Pet is a not-for-profit 501(c) (3) organization.  
Monetary donations can be mailed to: 
Aid a Pet, P.O. Box 503, South Glastonbury CT 06073 
Pet food donations can be shipped to: Aid a Pet  
C/O Thomas Dente, 77 Bielefield Rd., Middletown CT 06457 
  

Aid a Pet also has many volunteer opportunities - a wonderful way for high school 
students to fulfill community service hours. For further info please check out the Aid a 
Pet Facebook page or call/text (860) 834-2034. 

Do you receive   

St. Ann’s weekly  

E-News  

in your email? 

If not, scan this  






