WEEKEND ASSISTANT
Rev. Joseph P. Cheah, OSM, Ph.D.

DEACONS
Jeffrey Sutherland and Tim Healy

CHURCH OF SAINT ANN TRUSTEES
Kelly McCabe and Kathy Randall Gill

SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER

Russell Koch: russ.koch@stannavon.com

DIRECTOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (K - 8)
Valerie St. Jean, MPS: ext. 223

valerie.stiean@stannavon.com

CONFIRMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR

Rosemary Neamtz, MSW: ext. 226 rosemary.neamtz@stannavon.com

BOOKKEEPER/FAITH FORMATION REGISTRAR
Jennifer Soucy, CPA: ext.227

jennifer.soucy@stannavon.com

DIRECTOR OF ADULT EDUCATION

Ann DiStefano, MPS: ext. 228  ann.distefano@stannavon.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Tom Stockton: ext. 230

PARISH OFFICE MANAGER
Kris Martino: ext. 221

kris.martino@stannavon.com

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
Kerry Magrini: kerry.magrini@stannavon.com

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR

Chip Janiszewski: chip.janiszewski@stannavon.com

CEMETERY SUPERINTENDENT
Mike Gould: ext.225

BAPTISM and MARRIAGES:
Please call the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221

Please schedule marriage dates at least 6 months ahead. Weddings
cannot be scheduled after the Saturday evening Mass or on Sundays.

BULLETIN DEADLINE & INSERTS

Please submit any bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 2pm
on the Monday prior to the weekend you would like it published.
Also, please contact the office to obtain permission to
insert fliers into the weekly bulletin.

MASS SCHEDULE:

Monday - Friday:
9:00 am

Sunday Vigil (Saturday):
4:00 pm

Sunday:
7:30, 9:30 and 11:00am

First Friday:
9:00 am

Chureh of Saint Ann

289 Arch Road * Avon, Connecticut * o6oor
WWW.Stannavon.org
860-673-9858

Reverend Alphonso Fontana, Pastor

CONFESSIONS:
Saturday: after 4pm Mass
First Friday: Before 9:00 AM Mass
Other times by appointment

DEVOTIONS:

Eucharistic Adoration:
Mondays 9:30-10:30am

Rosary: 8:30 am, daily

MMP Cenacle: Mondays at 7:15pm

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tues.- Fri.
9:30-9:40am in the Sanctuary

Holy Hour: Thursdays at 12noon



Page Two
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INTENTIONS

MONDAY, April 17
9:00 Jean Springman, requested by
Dick and Lorraine ZuWallack

Sunday of
Divine Mercy

TUESDAY, April 18
9:00 Special Intentions

WEDNESDAY, April 19
9:00 Special Intentions, requested by a parishioner

THURSDAY, April 20
9:00 Charles Deye, requested by his family

FRIDAY, April 21
9:00 Dorothy LaRosa, requested by
her husband, Michael

SATURDAY, April 22
4:00 Winefred McDermott, requested by
Brian McDermott

SUNDAY, April 23
7:30  Pat Clark (15th Ann.), requested by his wife
9:30 Brian Blouin, requested by

Guy and Jane Ellen Peregrin

11:00 Lois J. Sheridan, requested by the Klotz Family

R Y ¢
FIRST COMMUNION
Please pray
for our
First Eucharist
cfass as they
prepare to receive
Jesus for the
first time in
Hofy Commuunion,
on Saturday,
Aprif 22nd.

April 16, 2023

If you are a resident in this area, we hope that you
will continue to grace us with your presence and
register with our office manager. You may call
860-673-9858 or stop by the parish office to
register. If you are a visitor, we thank you for
participating in worshiping with us and we
hope to see you again.

THIS WEEK AT ST. ANN

MONDAY, April 17
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 9:30-10:30am in the church
MMP Cenacle-Rosary Prayer Group: 7:15pm in the church (all welcome)
Lectio Divina, Live! 7:15pm in Room 3 and via Zoom

TUESDAY, April 18
WWP Touching the Divine: 10:15am via Zoom

WEDNESDAY, April 19
Philippians Bible Study: 9:30am in Fr. Bennett Hall
WWP Touching the Divine: will return 4/19

THURSDAY, April 20
Holy Hour: 12 noon in the church
Adult Confirmation: 7:15pm in Room 1

FRIDAY, April 21
Kingdom of Happiness: 9:45am via Zoom

SATURDAY, April 22
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3

SUNDAY, April 23
Kingdom of Happiness: 10:30am in Room 3 and via Zoom

A Mesdsage reom the Pasten

A Big Thank You to all those who worked so hard and gave so much
of their time and talent in making my first Lent, Holy Week and
Easter at St. Ann most special. | am so grateful for the Men of

St. Ann for hosting their Lenten Pasta Dinners. The food was
delicious, and the community and fellowship were invaluable. |
would like to thank Deacons Tim and Jeffrey for their service to the
Lord. | would like to thank our Music Director, Tom Stockton,

Carl Sauerbrunn, Sarah Gedicks, Danielle Hugill, Rai Reyes and the
entire choir for the beautiful music they performed. | would like to
thank the Decorating Committee for the time they took to make our
church look beautiful for Easter. And a special THANK YOU to
Lorraine ZuWallack for the countless hours she devoted to Lent,
Holy Week, and Easter!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Fathen Al Fonltana



Pray for Vocations
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FEATURING GUEST SPEAKER
KELLY HENDERSCHEDT
COST $10 PROCEEDS GO TO TWO HEARTS

PREGNANCY CARE CENTER
S’um@wa
APRIL 30

Immediately Following
11:00 Mass

Father Bennett Hall
Church of Saint Ann, Avon

Kindly RSVP by April 24 to
Pat (860)508-09470r
Sue (860)424-7637

The Holy
Eucharist
DID YOU KNOW?

Thomas doubts the resurrection of Jesus in our Gospel today. (John
20:19-31) But Jesus gently invites Thomas to see His wounded hands
and to place his hand into the sword wound in His side. The wound in
Christ’s side confirmed that He had already died. When pierced by
the soldier’s lance, blood and water gushed forth from Christ’s side.
In the Divine Mercy image of Jesus, which He revealed to St. Faustina,
we can see streams of red and white light emanating from His side.
(Google it.) The red is His Precious Blood in the Holy Eucharist. The
white is the cleansing water of Baptism. Both give us Divine Life.
Baptism makes us a beloved child of God. The Precious Blood washes
us of our sins and nourishes us as we journey to Heaven.

Reflection: Like Thomas, do you doubt the true Prescence of Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament? Do you doubt the great outpouring of Divine
Mercy available to us in the Holy Eucharist at every Mass? Jesus gen-
tly invites us to union with Himself with each Holy Communion. He
tenderly places us into His pierced Heart and pours out an abundance
of grace and mercy upon us.

pivine Mercy Sund,
April 16, 2023

Divine Mercy Sunday will be
celebrated here at St. Ann this
Sunday, April 16™ with a Holy Hour
from 2:30- 3:30pm. Please join us to
honor our Lord’s request that the
Sunday after Easter be the Feast of
Divine Mercy. He promised that the
floodgates of heaven would open and
extraordinary graces would be poured
out among us.

DIVINE
MERCY
SUNDAY

} ¢ PHILIPPIANS

Toward the end of his life, under arrest and awaiting trial in
Rome, St. Paul writes a short but powerful letter to the Philip-
pians. Paul’s affection for the Christian community at Philippi is
apparent from his opening words. At the heart of this letter is
Paul’s eloquent hymn of Christ’s total gift of self, the model for
Paul’s life. In 6 sessions, Dr. Tim Gray (Augustine Institute)
combines insight and practical guidance to make the Scriptures
come alive in the wonderful study of the Letter of St. Paul to
the Philippians.
Join us Wednesday Mornings
9:30 am-11:30 am in Fr. Bennett Hall
April 19th - May 31st
NO HOMEWORK
If you have any questions or to RSVP, please contact
Andrea Pizzuti: andreapizzuti333@gmail.com

KRS ) A

Curious about becoming Catholic?
Or are you Catholic, but never had
Confirmation as a youth?

We would love to chat with you — no pressure,
just friendly conversation about how God might
be calling you into closer relationship with Him.

Contact: ann.distefano@stannavon.com
or 860-673-9858, x228.
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7 WEEKLY ORDINARY INCOME 2023

Archbishop’s HIS SACRIFICE,

: Weekly Collection for 4/9/23: $8,960.03 e
{ Easter/Parish Charities: $15,028.03 5 Annual Appeal

i Online Giving (April 3-12, 2023) In these trying times, the need of our

i Weekly: $4,549.00 i surrounding community grows and the

assistance provided by the Appeal

Easter/Parish Charities: $246.00 i .

; . ] becomes all the more crucial. If you have

i Next Weekend’s 2nd Collection: monthly © not yet made your gift to this year's
days ahead. Your gift to the Archbishop’s
° Annual Appeal will help continue the vital

£luee £aMbA services, ministries and programs that
help so many throughout our
. . WL Archdiocese.

Upcoming Little Lambs dates: ~'rd P, ot s
April 16, 24 & 30, at the 9:30am Mass. | e UL DD I Grle S0

Annual Appeal are used exclusively for
the purposes outlined in the Appeal
literature, which can be found at
https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal
fees or settlements.

All children are welcome to join us for the Children’s Liturgy of
the Word. Father will call them up after the Opening Prayer.

No need to sign up ahead.
Older siblings and Caregivers welcome too.

Any questions, please call: Colleen Waterbury: mewaterbu@comcast.net
Heather Hoffman: heather-hoffman@sbcglobal.net
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: Dear Parishioners,

: This year there will be 58 candidates receiving the sacrament of First Holy Eucharist. They recently

i received their First Reconciliation and are currently preparing for reception of the Blessed Sacrament this
: Spring. We will be putting out the “Little Lambs” in the near future so that you can pray for all

candidates as they prepare for their sacrament.

: Due to the many years of positive response, we would like to continue to gift each child with a

First Communion Bible. We are asking that you sponsor any child or children, with this gift anonymously
:and it will be presented to them on their First Communion Day. In return, we will be asking the children to
: pray for the person who gave it to them every time they read their Bible.

;The Bibles are reasonably priced and if you are interested in being part of this beautiful event, please pick 7

: up a form in the Gathering Space and return it with your payment of $15.00 per Bible (made out to Church of St. G o™
: Ann). Please mail to the church in an envelope clearly marked “for First Communion Bible” or drop it off at the -’”“‘f““‘

: Parish Offices. How pleased Jesus must be to know that both the children of this year's First Eucharist class and F

the adults of our Parish are praying for each other! .3-

Thank you so much for your consideration and for your prayerful support of these beautiful children!

Check out Deacon Tim’s New Book This Spring!

Deacon Tim has written a new book, More Tales for the Masses, picking up where he left off with the
original Tales for the Masses. If you enjoy his homilies, you’ll definitely enjoy this book too, which
contains stories, poems, reflections and even a piece of “music!” At then end of

S x

each chapter are reflection questions that you can use in your small Christian
Community or similar faith-sharing groups, or just for personal reflection.

If you hate his homilies and wish he’d just go away, you should still buy a copy
and read the chapter entitled “How to Listen to a Bad Homily.”

il Bl ¥

]
i
T o

The book’s available at Amazon, Barnes and Noble and directly from Deacon
STORIES GONNECTING SCRIPTURE Tim. Here’s a QR code you can use to go right to the book’s page at Amazon:
TIMOTHY E. HEALY

?:.‘g_:;'fﬁi:
&%




APRIL 16TH, 2023 - SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY

(Practicing) Catholic, Recognize
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments,
by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

The Doors We Lock

As a child, and even for a while as a teenager, | experienced an enormous
amount of anxiety whenever | went to confession. For so many years | feared it.
For so many years | waited in the confession line trembling, feeling sick to my
stomach.

In the upper room after Christ's Passion and death, the anxiety of the disciples
was so strong that they locked themselves away. But still Christ found a way
into their midst. He would not be prevented from bringing mercy and hope to a
place shrouded in despair. No door barred in a moment of fear could keep him
out.

This is the genius of the sacrament of Reconciliation — and of all sacraments,
really. Here we are, restricted in so many ways by an existence that is woefully
physical. We feel fear, and our body reacts, just as we feel anger and our body
reacts.

How can God deliver mercy to us in this flesh-bound state? Through that very
flesh which can feel so confining. Through confession, which requires a physical
action, and the physical participation not just of the penitent but of the priest.

| don’t know how or why my anxiety around the sacrament has lessened over
the years. Sometimes, | still feel it come roaring back unexpectedly, and maybe
one day it will come back to stay. It doesn't surprise me: after all, | am in the
flesh, and | will, as Peter says today, “suffer through various trials.” But in all of
them Christ will find me. He will not be kept away.

Let the house of Aaron say, “His mercy endures forever.” — Psalm 118:3

CONCERNING |
THE GOODNESS

OF GOD; EVEN" !
IF A PERSON’S
SINS WERE AS
DARK AS NIGHT,
GOD'S ME i
IS STRON

-ST. FAUSTINA

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEKR
Live the Liturgy

Doubting Thomas is @ mood, and we've all had it. We hang our every hope on
this sign, that proof. We challenge God: “Make me believe.” To each of us he
extends his wounded hand, to each of us he shows his pierced side. He will
always meet us in our unbelief.

©LPi

WEERKLY READINGS
Readings for the week of April 16, 2023

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 (1)1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9/Jn 3:1-8

Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 3:16-21

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/Jn 3:31-36

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4,13-14/Jn 6:1-15

Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 (11a)/1 Pt 1:17-21/

Lk 24:13-35

SUNDAY'S READINGS

First Reading:
Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple area and
to breaking bread in their homes. (Acts 2:46)

Psalm:
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love is everlasting. (Ps 118) Or
Alleluia.

Second Reading:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mer-
cy gave us a new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead. (1 Pt 1:3)

Gospel:

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked,
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their
midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” (Jn 20:19)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

A young, engaged couple sat on the couch in front of me as we chatted about
their upcoming marriage. The young lady was struggling to trust her future
husband. She told me her father had been unfaithful to her mother. She said of
her fiancé, “l want him to prove to me that he won't cheat on me.” The young
man looked at me helplessly, raised his eyebrows and shrugged his shoulders.
What evidence could he possibly give to validate such a proof? Nothing. All he
could do was invite her to trust him.

We all are wounded by experiences of imperfect love. We also are tempted to
demand from God proof of His fidelity and goodness. We are like St. Thomas
the Apostle who, on that second Sunday of Easter, demands proof of the
Lord’s resurrection. “Unless | see the mark of the nail ... | will not believe.”
Our science, technology and mathematics can indeed prove a great deal. But
there are some things that require trusting another person. We prove promises
of love only by trusting.

St. Thomas indeed saw the wounds of Jesus and believed. But there is an
even greater blessing for us who simply trust Him — and all the truths the
Church proclaims — because of the trustworthiness of the Risen One who
speaks. This week let's trust Jesus without seeing him.

— Father John Muir
OLPi




Beginning Experience of the Hudson Valley
invites men and women of all ages
who have suffered
the end of a marriage to a
ONE-DAY REMOTE program

v

In the Beginning...Coping with Life
Alone

5 Take the first step on the road to recovery from one of life’s
| most traumatic experiences.

Saturday, May 13, 2023
9:00AM to 4:30PM

I REGISTRATION REQUIRED: Call Jim 845 220 7883
’ or Denise 845 325 3147

Email: beginningexperienceofhv@gmail.com
Website: www.begdinningexperiencehv.org

SOUTHINGTON CATHOLIC

7 ANNUAL FRIDAY, MAY 12

THINGTON CATHOLIC 10AM SHOTGUN
B GOLF TOURNAMENT SCRAMBLE FORMAT

WELCOME!
AT SOUTHINGTON COUNTRY CLUB | MEN AND WOMEN PLAYERS

SCHEDULE: _

Registration & Practice | 8:30am
Shotgun Start | 10:00am 3
Reception & Awards | Approx. 4:00 pm

Al TR
REGISTRATION OPTIONS:
Single Player: $175
Foursome: $700
Includes 18 holes of golf,
breakfast, lunch at the
turn, dinner and awards,
refreshments on the
course, raffles and more!

S

«Become familiar with the Bib.le 50
that it can be your compass p"omtmg
out the road to follow.

- Pope Benedict XVI

fv I
Scan here to discovermore about the Bible and enroll at the
New England Catholic Biblical School-

May 21, 2023

Are you a graduate of one of the
21 New Haven Catholic elementary schools?

Are you interested in the future of Catholic
education in New Haven?

Then this event is for you... Save-the-date for the
Legacy Brunch: Celebrating the History of Catholic
. Elementary Education in New Haven. Sunday, May
21, 2023. This is an opportunity for Catholic school
alumni and supporters to come together, share

1 memories, see old classmates and celebrate all that

has been and will be! Tickets for the brunch at
Anthony’s Ocean View are $50 and will go on sale on
January 15, 2023. Proceeds will benefit All Saints
Catholic Academy. We warmly welcome you to join us
beforehand for the celebration of Sunday Mass by

Archbishop Blair at St. Bernadette’s Church at
10:30am.

% For more information please call 203-777-5352 or visit
www.AllSaintsNewHaven.org/LegacyBrunch and the

see the list of the 21 schools that once flourished in

* New Haven and the dates that they were founded.
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SALES - SERVICE *INSTALLATIONS

Pruning & Removals Heating » Hot Water » HVAC
To Fireplaces » Generators * Service Plans
Clearing & Stumping StateLinePropane0il.com
www.nmlellantreeservice.com || 0IL:860-653-7241 PROPANE: 860-653-8076
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Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mary Hoffman

mhoffman@4LPi.com = (800) 477-4574 x6340

Plumbing & Heating Kitchen & Bath Showroom
Gas Firelogs Well Water System Services
Aging In Place Bathroom Remodeling ,‘ CT 080 i!
Parts Department Emergency Service [ No-N?) a
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The Vincent Family Senving Your Famify Since 1902

Providing the comfart of the only on-site
crematory in the Farmington Valfey

wwwyincentfuneralhome.com

VINCENT

FUNERAL HOMES INC Canton

860-693-0251

Simsbury
860-658-7613

CarRMON FUNERAL HOME

& Family Center
301 Country Club Road, Avon
Family Owned & Operated

WE'REHIRlNG!
Em

_—
"

7/)/.. ays Placing
Your £
860-673-8610

www.carmonfuneralhome.com

(ll“l/l/ T irst

Power Cleaning Service

Expert Home & Office Cleaning
Serving many happy clients since 1998

BEST PAINT...
BEST ADVICE

Maher's Paint & /;

l Every homereceivesa l
i complimentary Electro-static |

; disinfectant spray
860-918-0678

JessicaBehrens, Owner | Powerc3535@aol.com
Minarity Certified | Fully Insured | References

369 West Main St. + Avon, CT 06001
©60) 578-1200

www.MahersPaint.com

Does your foved one
need short term rehab
orlongtermcare?

-~ ARK

HEALTHCARE & REHABILITATION

Brown, Paindiris & Scott, LLP

You get more than a lawyer, you get a law firm

bps

Estate Planning | Probate | Personal Injury
Family Law | Criminal Defense
Small Business | Real Estate

860-522-3343
100 PEARL ST (10TH FL) HARTFORD | WWW.BPSLAWYERS.COM

BRISTO L’S

NZAZAAA
AN

TREE SERVICE LLC

CAVALLARI,

DEITCH

ENERG Y
44 Woodland St. Hartford, CT

860'728'543.1 Steven Bristol - B60-693-0143
#2 Home Heating Oil G
2 3 - wwaw. bristolstreeservice.com
Heating and Cooling Service Year Round Work
& Installation Servicing the Farmington Valley
WWW.DEITCHENERGY .COM

P.0.Box 77, Canton Center, CT 06020
CT. Arborist License #62677

AT GOVERNOR'S HOUSE

o ha§aprivate room

o= available! Call us for
= ‘ a tour today!
860.321.7405 203-554-2348

www.arkgovernorshouse.com

NutmegT\/;

NEVER MISS OUR NEWSLETTER!

Have our

newsletter

Lawn& Landscape emailed
to you.

Your Fudl Service Landscape Company

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Visit www.mycommunityonline.com

Community

nwcommunitybank.com
AVON - 860-677-7561

IMember FDIC

LAWN MAINTENANCE

MULCH/TOPSOIL/STONE
FERTILIZER PROGRAMS 3 MPX
LAWN INSTALLATION
SPRING CLEAN UP
LANDSCAPE DESIGN { I
Lioans # B2528 Insured HANK & GREG FREY REALTORS

860-693-4355

eyslandscape.com

860-716-2593
www hankandgregfrey.com

OQUR CLIENTS ARE #1

dvalleyi

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 < Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 « www.4lpi.com

wwwvalleyslandscape.com

St. Ann, Avon, CT 04-0700



