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BAPTISM and MARRIAGES:  
Please call the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221 

Please schedule marriage dates at least 6 months ahead. Weddings  
cannot be scheduled after the Saturday evening Mass or on Sundays. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE & INSERTS  
Please submit any bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 2pm 

on the Monday prior to the weekend you would like it published.   
Also, please contact the office to obtain permission to  

insert fliers into the weekly bulletin. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

Monday - Friday:  
9:00 am 

 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday):  
4:00 pm 

 

Sunday:  
7:30, 9:30 and 11:00am 

 

First Friday:  
9:00 am 

CONFESSIONS: 
Saturday: after 4pm Mass 

First Friday: Before 9:00 AM Mass 
Other times by appointment 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Eucharistic Adoration:  

Mondays 9:30-10:30am 
 

Rosary: 8:30 am, daily 
 

MMP Cenacle: Mondays at 7:15pm  
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tues.- Fri. 
9:30—9:40am in the Sanctuary 

 

Holy Hour: Thursdays at 12noon 
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22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

MONDAY, September 4 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 9:30-10:30am in the church  
MMP Cenacle-Rosary Prayer Group:  7:15pm in the church (all welcome) 
    

TUESDAY, September 5 

 

WEDNESDAY, September 6 
Jesus: The Way, the Truth & the Life: 9:30am in Fr. Bennett Hall 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting: 7pm in Fr. Bennett Hall 
Family Ministry Meeting: 7pm in the Activity Room 
 

THURSDAY, September 7 
Holy Hour: 12 noon in the church  
 

FRIDAY, September 8 
Lectio Divina: 9:45am via Zoom 
 

SATURDAY, September 9 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3  

 
SUNDAY, September 10 

Lectio Divina: 10:30am in Room 3, and via ZOOM 

This Week at St. Ann 

If you are a resident in this area, we hope 
that you will continue to grace us with your 
presence and register with our parish. You 

can do so by stopping by or calling the Parish 
Office (860-673-9858,ext.221).   
You can also register online at:  

www.stannavon.org/register-at-st-ann 
If you are a visitor, we thank you for  
participating in worshiping with us                     

and we hope to see you again! 
MONDAY, September 4 
9:00 Betty-Ann Perleoni (3rd Ann.), requested by  
 her family 
       
TUESDAY, September 5 
9:00 Maria Consuegra, requested by her friends 
      
WEDNESDAY, September 6 
9:00 Helen Kariann, requested by the Pizzuti Family 
    
THURSDAY, September 7 
9:00 Bruce Levy, requested by his wife 
  
FRIDAY, September 8 
9:00 David K. Matthes, requested by Ann and family 
      
SATURDAY, September 9 
4:00 Peter Kelley, requested by  
 Maryalice and Ryan Kelley  
  
SUNDAY, September 10 
7:30 Scott Gill, requested by  
 the Hamel Family  
9:30 Dorothy LaRosa, requested by  
 her husband, Michael 
11:00 Robert Marino, requested by  
 The Wall Family     

Volunteer Catechists 
NeedeD!  

 

 Grades:  K, 1st, 2nd, and 7th 
 
It is through caring, sharing and praying that our  
community has grown in love and support of one another.  
The success of our religious education program depends on the  
dedicated individuals in our parish willing to share their time,  
talents and faith with the future Church and our parish children. 

 

For more information or if you would like to be a catechist, please 
contact Julie Dombrowski at: julie.dombrowski@stannavon.com 

 

We’d love to help you explore the peace, purpose and belonging foud in 
a relationship with God, through the faith Jesus founded. 

Wed., September 6th: 5:30-7pm at First & Last Tavern, Avon 
 

Bring a friend, enjoy refreshments, and chat with us in an informal  
atmosphere. No pressure, no commitment. 

Contact: ann.distefano@stannavon,com; 860-463-7495 
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God Has a  
Personal Message 

For You! 
 

Join us for the popular Lectio Divina  way of 
praying scripture, where you listen for what God is saying to you in the 
Gospel for the coming Sunday.  It's also a great way to connect with 
others, and engage more fully in Mass.   

Friendly groups meet via Zoom & in person. 
Newcomers welcome! 

Sundays at 10:30am both in Room 3 & via Zoom 
Mondays at 7:15pm in Room 3 & via Zoom (starts Sept. 11) 

Fridays at 9:45am via Zoom (starts Sept. 8) 
 

For registration details and inspiring testimonials, visit:  
https://www.stannavon.org/lectio-divina-live 

https://www.stannavon.org/lectio-divina-live


Weekly Ordinary Income 
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Weekly Collection for 8/27/23: $4,072.10 
Monthly: $2,267.00 
Votive Candles: $161.95 
 

Online Giving (August 23-30, 2023) 
 Weekly: $2,527.00 
 Monthly: $168.00 
 

Next Weekend’s 2nd Collection:  none 

 

Jesus admonishes us in today’s Gospel with these words, 
“You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings 
do.” (John 16:21-27) When we consider the gift of the  
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, do we see only with our 
human eyes a small, fragile piece of unleavened bread? 
Instead, we need to look beyond through the eyes of living 
Faith to see the priceless gift of Jesus Himself, who is  
present to us in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Reflection:  As you approach the reception of Holy              
Communion today, ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind to 
God’s reality:  that the Host you are about to receive is the 
glorious, resurrected, LIVING Body of Our Lord and Savior. 

Prayer Shawl  
Ministry  

 
Wednesday, September 6th 

7pm in Fr. Bennett Hall 

All are welcome!  
We can also help  
you learn to knit!  

For more information 
call Tina:   

860-674-1541 



Readings for the Week of 

September 3, 2023 
 
Sunday:  
Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 (2b)/
Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 
 
Monday:  
1 Thes 4:13-18/Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11
-12, 13/Lk 4:16-30  
 
Tuesday:  
1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/
Lk 4:31-37 
 
Wednesday:  
Col 1:1-8/Ps 52:10, 11/Lk 4:38-44  
 
Thursday:  
Col 1:9-14/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/Lk 
5:1-11  
 
Friday:   
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 
6c/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23   
 
Saturday:  
Col 1:21-23/Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8/Lk 6:1
-5  
 
Next Sunday:  
Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/Rom 
13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20 

 
 
 
 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 
 

Choosing the Cross 
 
I’ve been called a lot of things in my life, 
but I’ve never been called “Satan,” at 
least not to my face. 
 
It seems to me the worst name you could 
call a person, and today we hear it 
straight from the lips of Jesus. It’s just one 
of the many small reminders strewn 
throughout Scripture that Jesus preaches 
meekness, but he is not mild — not when 
mildness serves no purpose, anyway.  
 
And here, when Peter is trying to deter 
Jesus from making the right choice,  
mildness serves no purpose at all.  
 
Can we blame Peter? I certainly can’t. I’m 
sure I would have said the same thing to 
my own dear friend. He is, in today’s 
Gospel, wholly unwilling to embrace the 
cross — he’s afraid of it, even — but 
aren’t we all, in the end, afraid of our 
cross? I am. It’s no sin, it’s only human. 

Fear is natural. Self-preservation is a 
reflex. 
 
What Christ speaks of today is a choice, 
one we are all faced with, again and 
again, just as Peter is. We will not always 
respond perfectly; Peter does not  
respond well today. He does not respond 
well on Holy Thursday.  
 
But on his last day, on the day of the 
ultimate choice? On that day, he chooses 
the cross.  
 
We marvel at first responders who put 
themselves in harm’s way for the sake of 
others, because to do so is not human, it 
is divine. I have to believe that if even a 
firefighter’s loved one threw themselves 
in his way, he would still charge toward 
the flames, crying, “Get behind me.” 
 
Christ runs into the burning building for 
us, shaking off not only his own fear (and 
he had it, I promise you — he was human, 
too) but the fear of everyone who loved 
him.  
 
“Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God…” — Romans 
12:1 
 
©LPi 

Isn’t it easy to relate to Peter? One moment Jesus 
announces Peter’s deep communion with God the 
Father. The very next, when he rejects the logic of 
Jesus’ suffering and death, Jesus calls Peter Satan. 
We Christians shouldn’t be too shocked when we 
experience both spiritual highs and lows, when we 
perceive breathtaking contradictions in our hearts.  
 
Like the great apostle, you and I are recipients of 
unfathomable graces. God dwells in us, calls his 
beloved children, and takes care of our every need. 
And we also continually fail to embrace our suffer-
ings with trust in Jesus. We know the truth of the 
creed, but we easily scorn the weight of the cross.  
 
The good news is that, like Peter, we are never 
abandoned by the Lord even at our worst mo-
ments. Peter will eventually learn the beauty of the 
cross when he is willingly crucified. But it took time 
for him to get there. And it takes time for us, too. 
This week let’s not be too shocked at these divi-
sions in our hearts but accept them and patiently 
seek to be more obedient to Jesus’ cross-shaped 
plan for us.  
 

- Father John Muir   ©LPi 

Gospel Meditation 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

Sunday’s Readings 
 

First Reading: 
 Whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
 violence and outrage is my message; 
 the word of the LORD has brought me 
    derision and reproach all the day. (Jer 20:8) 
Psalm: 
 My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. (Ps 63) 
Second Reading: 
 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 
 God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
    holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. 
 (Rom 12:1) 
Gospel: 
     “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny   
 himself,   take up his cross, and follow me. 
 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, 
     but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  
 (Mt 16:24-25) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of 
Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Live The Liturgy 
Inspiration of the Week 
 

A love of suffering does not come naturally to us 
as humans. We have no instinct to throw our 
arms around a rough and heavy cross — no, we 
shy away from it. But as adopted children of 
God, crafted lovingly in His image, our  
inheritance is the grace to do what feels so  
impossible. 
    ©LPi 

      

Worship & Meditation: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Questions of the 
Week 
Reflect and Respond to Scripture 
 
First Reading:  
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the 
loneliness and ridicule he endures for 
answering his prophetic call. Who do 
you turn to in times of personal sad-
ness and distress?  
 
Second Reading:  
Paul challenges us not to be con-
formed to the present world “but be 
transformed by the renewal of your 
mind.” What can you do this week to 
grow in your thinking as someone 
who believes in Jesus? 
 
Gospel:  
Peter is resistant to Jesus’s revelation 
that as the Messiah, he is destined to 
suffer and die before rising. How do 
you react to news difficult to hear? 

©LPi 



 
 

The BULLETIN Board 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT  
TRINITA RETREAT CENTER - New Hartford, CT 

 
Girl’s Night Out ~ Women’s Faith Sharing 
This year we will be focusing on the Gospel of Luke.  

Our first session will look at The Persistent Woman –                     
Luke 18:1-8. All women of the parish are invited! 

Thursday evenings: 9/7, 10/5, 11/2, 2/1, 3/7, and 4/4, 
6:30pm-8:00pm 

…………………………………. 
 

Out of the Light: Creating Sacred Space for Self and Others 
A series from Just Faith Ministries to help prepare  
people of faith for the life changing and world changing call of 
the Gospel. We’ll be reading books about  
Christian spirituality, trying out new prayer and  
meditation practices, learning from spiritual teachers, and 
having honest conversations about the joys and struggles in 
our lives and our world.  

………………………………… 
 

Wednesday Evenings: 9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 
and 10/25, 6:30pm-8:30pm 
Join Laurie Janecko, Program Director, for the above  
programs. Laurie has an MA from Boston College and 34 
years’ experience in education, faith formation, and youth & 
retreat ministry. She also has a strong interest in women's 
spirituality and social justice. 
For more information or to register contact Trinita Retreat 
Center at 860-379-4329 or trinita1923@gmail.com 

St. Mary/Simsbury 
Bereavement Ministry  

9 Week Seminar (Starts 9/6) 
  
St Mary's (Simsbury) Parish Bereavement Ministry is  
offering a seminar for those who are grieving.  The nine week 
seminar will use The NEW DAY Journal: A Journey from grief to 
healing for people coping with the loss of a loved one.  The 
gathering is limited to 12 people and will meet on Wednesday 
mornings for nine weeks. The first session will take place on 
September 6th. If you are interested, please call the parish office 
at 860-658-7627 for information or to pre-register. A facilitator 
will return your call and register you for the program. 

Have  
A 

Blessed  
Labor 
Day! 

mailto:trinita1923@gmail.com





