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BAPTISM and MARRIAGES:  
Please call the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221 

Please schedule marriage dates at least 6 months ahead. Weddings  
cannot be scheduled after the Saturday evening Mass or on Sundays. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE & INSERTS  
Please submit any bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 2pm 

on the Monday prior to the weekend you would like it published.   
Also, please contact the office to obtain permission to  

insert fliers into the weekly bulletin. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

Monday - Friday:  
9:00 am 

 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday):  
4:00 pm 

 

Sunday:  
7:30, 9:30 and 11:00am 

 

First Friday:  
9:00 am 

CONFESSIONS: 
Saturday: after 4pm Mass 

First Friday: Before 9:00 AM Mass 
Other times by appointment 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Eucharistic Adoration:  

Mondays 9:30-10:30am 
 

Rosary: 8:30 am, daily 
 

MMP Cenacle: Mondays at 7:15pm  
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tues.- Fri. 
9:30—9:40am in the Sanctuary 

 

Holy Hour: Thursdays at 12noon 
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Third Sunday 
of Advent 

 

SATURDAY, December 16 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3  
Christmas Pageant: 6pm in the church 

 

SUNDAY,  December 17 
Adult Choir Rehearsal: 8:20am in the Choir Loft 
Lectio Divina: 10:30am in Room 3, and via ZOOM  

 
MONDAY, December 18 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 9:30-10:30am in the church  
Lectio Divina: 7:15pm in Room 3 and via Zoom 
MMP Cenacle-Rosary Prayer Group:  7:15pm in the church (all welcome)
    

TUESDAY, December 19 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  6 -7:30pm in the church 
WEDNESDAY, December 20 

RCIA: 6:30pm in Room 3  
Knights of Columbus: 7pm in Room 2 
 

THURSDAY, December 21 
Holy Hour: 12 noon in the church  
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: 4:15pm in the Choir Loft  
 

FRIDAY, December 22 
Lectio Divina: 9:45am via Zoom 

 

SATURDAY, December 23 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3  

 

SUNDAY,  December 24 
Adult Choir Rehearsal: 8:20am in the Choir Loft 
Lectio Divina: (check w/leader) 10:30am in Room 3, and via ZOOM  

 
*** Please check with your ministry leaders whether or not meetings  

will happen this week and next.*** 

This Week at St. Ann 

If you are a resident in this area, we hope 
that you will continue to grace us with your 
presence and register with our parish. You 

can do so by stopping by or calling the Parish 
Office (860-673-9858,ext.221).   
You can also register online at:  

www.stannavon.org/register-at-st-ann 
If you are a visitor, we thank you for  
participating in worshiping with us                     

and we hope to see you again! 
SATURDAY, December 16 
4:00 Dan Scapellati, requested by  
 the Scapellati Family 
  
SUNDAY, December 17, Third Sunday of Advent 

7:30 Special Intentions 

9:30 Dorothy LaRosa, requested by  
 her husband, Michael 
11:00 Jozef and Stafania Osiecki, requested by  
 the Osiecki Family 

 
MONDAY, December 18 

9:00 For the intentions of Tom Reno (Living),  
 requested by Cindy Reno Waldeck 
       
TUESDAY, December 19 

9:00 Paul Argay, requested by the Waldeck Family 
      
WEDNESDAY, December 20 
9:00 Josef Osiecki, requested by the Waldeck Family 
     
THURSDAY, December 21,  
Saint Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church 

9:00 David K. Matthes, requested by Ann and family 

   
FRIDAY, December 22 
9:00 Thomas Penzone, requested by  
 Rosanne Harutunian 
         
SATURDAY, December 23, Saint John of Kanty, Priest 

4:00 Camille/Peter Angelina & Michael/Devon Nay, 
 requested by the Angelina Family 
  
SUNDAY, December 24,  
Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Eve 

7:30 For the intentions of the parishioners of Saint Ann  

9:30 For the intentions of the parishioners of Saint Ann  
11:00 For the intentions of the parishioners of Saint Ann  

 
Christmas Eve Masses 
4:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 

 plants have been donated  
6:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 

 plants have been donated  
10:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 

 plants have been donated  
 

Monday, December 25, The Nativity of the Lord 

8:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 

 plants have been donated  
10:00 For all those in whose memory or honor the altar 
 plants have been donated  
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How We Can Help the Homeless 
During the Holidays... 
 
Following an over 35 year tradition, we will 
again be putting together Christmas gift 
bags for the guests at ImmaCare  
shelter. At a time that is particularly tough for so many of 
the men, these gifts reinforce this is a ministry of love. 
With winter coming, we always like to include warm 
gloves, socks, hats and scarves.  Toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, and chapsticks are welcome items. Hopefully 
enough will be donated that gift bags can be distributed to 
the people who, unable to find shelter, remain  
outdoors. Please leave any donations in the  
ImmaCare box in the kitchen before Dec 15.  

Wishing all of you a blessed Christmas! 

 
 
 
The warm clothing drive for the "House of Bread" was 
a wonderful success. Many thanks to the parishioners 
of St. Ann's for their generous support and kind  
donations of both new and gently used warm articles 
of clothing.  Almost each day, the clothing found its 
way into the hands of those who could really use it. 
Your act of kindness went a very long way in making 
some people who might otherwise had great difficulty 
with the cold weather, easier and certainly a lot  
warmer.  Thank you very much!   
May God Bless you and your families. 
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Weekly Collection for 12/10/23: $4,420.00 
Immaculate Conception: $1,100.50 
Retired Religious Fund:  $2,179.00 
Votive Candles for the week: $242.10 
 
Online Giving (Dec. 5-11, 2023) 
 Weekly: $2,452.50 
 Immaculate Conception: $120.00  
 Retired Religious Fund: $115.00 
Next Weekend’s 2nd Collection:  none  
Sunday PM: (Christmas/Parish Charities) 

Weekly Ordinary Income 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say rejoice. Indeed the Lord is 
near.” This is our entrance antiphon today and we should note that our 
priest is wearing rose colored vestments to reflect the joyful nearness 
of the coming of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Reflection:  One of the Advent names of Jesus is EMMANUEL.   

Emmanuel literally means “God is with us.” God is never more with us 

today than through His Presence in the Holy Eucharist. When you 

receive Holy Communion, are you aware that you are literally not only 

touching God, but receiving Him into the very depths of your being?  In 

today’s Gospel St. John the Baptist says, “I am not worthy to untie his 

sandal straps.” How far more unworthy are we to receive Jesus into 

our very selves? 

“Making Sense Out of Suffering”  
Book Study  

 

Have you ever wondered: Why would a good and  
generous God allow suffering?  Why are we –  
especially the innocent - plagued by apparently  
pointless and random pain?  These are certainly  
questions that our children ask, and that athiests 
throw in our faces.  Dr. Peter Kreeft has undertaken a 
real and honest quest inside this difficult topic in his 
book, Making Sense Out of Suffering.  In it, he asks the  
challenging questions, and, drawing from his deep 
well of wisdom, experience and observation as a  
professor of religion and philosophy, wrestles with 
them in ways that are both engaging and convincing.   

Join us for a study of this important 
book on Thursdays from  
9:30am-11am in Room 3,  

January 11-Feb 8.    
Register by December 28  

Contact:  Terry Pendergast,  
terry@frankpendergastinc.com  

Cost: $20.  

mailto:terry@frankpendergastinc.com


Readings for the Week of 

December 17, 2023 
 
Sunday:  
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 
53-54 (Is 61:10b)/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 
1:6-8, 19-28    
 
Monday:  
Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 
1:18-25 
 
Tuesday:  
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 
16-17/Lk 1:5-25  
 
Wednesday:  
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 
1:26-38 
 
Thursday: 
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 
11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45  
 
Friday:  
1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 
8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 
 
Saturday:  
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 
and 14/Lk 1:57-66  
 
Next Sunday:  
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 
4-5, 27, 29 (2a)/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 
1:26-38 

 
 
 
 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 
 

Testimony 
 

When my grandmother heard the news 
that my cousin had fallen from a second-
story window, she immediately went and 
washed her hair.  
 
Grandma had been sitting alone in her 
house, listening to the morning radio 
when the announcer shared a news  
bulletin stating that the previous night, a 
little boy with the same name as her 
grandson, living in the same community 
and of the same age, had fallen onto the 
pavement from a window on the second 
floor of his house. He had been rushed to 
the hospital but miraculously survived his 
injuries. 
 
She thought she was hallucinating and 
wanted to look pretty when the “men in 
white coats” came to take her away. 
Thus, the hair-washing.  
 
As it happens, the whole story was true 
— it was her grandson, but this was  

before the age of mobile phones and had 
happened so late at night that his parents 
had been unable to notify any family 
members before the whole thing showed 
up on the news.  
 
It wasn’t until my grandmother received a 
phone call from another relative  
corroborating the story that she realized  
it hadn’t been a figment of her imagina-
tion. What a waste of styled hair, no  
hospital committal for her that day. 
 
There are certain truths that we cannot 
accept unless they are supported by the 
testimony of others. We find them to be 
unbelievable without the reassurance of 
another person whispering, “It’s okay. I 
see it, too.” 
 
This is the value of testimony, and the 
purpose of John the Baptist and every 
saint who ever died with the name of 
Jesus Christ on their lips. And this is the 
sacred duty of all the baptized, to give 
testimony with our words and our actions. 
 
How will you testify today? 
 
“He was not the light, but came to  
testify to the light.” — John 1:8 
 
©LPi 

Why do we believe in Jesus and the Catholic Church? 
Why should we continue to do so? We’ve never seen him 
face-to-face (at least not most of us, I assume). Most of us 
have never had mystical visions of angels or saints. We 
live in the same world as our atheist and secularists 
friends. Why do we believe in Christ if we’ve never seen 
him?  
 
The simple, symbolic answer the Gospel presents to us 
this week might surprise us: we believe because of John 
the Baptist. Early in John’s Gospel we hear: “There was 
a man sent from God, his name was John. He came for 
testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might 
believe through him.” The Baptist powerfully announces 
Jesus. This is a historical fact, and it is also now a pattern 
at work in our lives. 
 
John the Baptist stands for the entirety of the old cove-
nant, everything entrusted to the Jewish people. And yet 
he prophetically opens the door to something entirely 
new in Jesus, to the revival and fulfillment of God’s prom-
ises. In every generation, and in every human life, God 
continues to do this. He has done it through people 
named Augustine, Francis, Catherine, Theresa, and 
countless others. In my life, the Baptist’s spirit has come 
through persons named Eric, Paul, Mary, and Ron. I chal-
lenge you to name at least three people through whom 
God has announced the coming of Jesus in your life. 
Consciously thank God for their testimony. And let’s com-
mit ourselves to listening to the spirit of John the Baptist 
testify again this week so that we might more strongly 
believe in the light.        

  — Father John Muir 

Gospel Meditation 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

Sunday’s Readings 
 

First Reading: 
 I rejoice heartily in the LORD, 
    in my God is the joy of my soul. (Is 61:10) 
 
Psalm: 
 My soul rejoices in my God. (Is 61:10b) 
 
Second Reading: 
 May the God of peace make you perfectly holy 
    and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, 
    be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord 
 Jesus Christ. (1 Thes 5:23) 
 
Gospel: 
    “I baptize with water; but there is one among you 
 whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming 
 after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to  
 untie.” (Jn 1:23) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of 
Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Live The Liturgy 
Inspiration of the Week 
 
God sends a John the Baptist into every per-
son’s life — someone who prepares His way, 
who calls out His truth. Look for the John the 
Baptist in your life. Pray you can be this per-
son for someone else. 
    ©LPi 

      

Worship & Meditation: Third Sunday of Advent 

Questions of the 
Week 
Reflect and Respond to Scripture 
 
First Reading:   
Isaiah rejoices over God’s call in his 
life and the promise of restoration for 
all nations. As we continue in the 
season of Advent, what has brought 
some joy to you or your family?     
 
Second Reading:   
Paul encourages the Thessalonians to 
be people of prayer and joy, open to 
the work of the Holy Spirt in their 
lives. Is there anything recently that 
has brought you joy?     
 
Gospel:  
John presents the religious leaders of 
Jerusalem as puzzled and uncertain 
as to who John the Baptist was. How 
do you approach friends or family in 
your life who are confused or  
questioning the faith? 

©LPi 
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The BULLETIN Board 

 

St. Ann/Avon 
Early Deadlines  

for all  
December  
Bulletin  

Submissions 

Every year during the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays season our 
bulletin publisher has early upload 
deadlines for our bulletins.  
Therefore, your bulletin  
submissions are needed much ear-
lier than is typical.  
Please note the deadlines below.  
 

Thank you! 

Submission Deadline... 
...For This  

Weekend’s Bulletin 

Wednesday, November 30th December 9/10 

Wednesday, December 6th December 16/17 

Monday, December 11th December 23/24 

Monday, December 18th December 30/31 






