
 

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP – May 11, 2021 
Why are you standing there looking at the sky? 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 
An old woman once entered a small church on the feast of the Ascension. As she greeted the priest, 
she said to him, “Father, on this feast of the Ascension, you will surely talk to us about heaven!” And 
the priest replied, “Dear friend, you will probably be disappointed to hear what I have to say, but no: 
today I am going to speak to you rather about the earth, because the Ascension is the feast of the 
earth.” 

Why is this the feast of earth rather than of heaven? Let us consider the account in the Acts of the 
Apostles: as Christ ascended into the clouds, two men dressed in white (angels, no doubt) spoke to 
the disciples who were standing there with their eyes fixed on heaven: “Men of Galilee, why are you 

standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same 

way as you have seen him going into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) 
 
The angels of God actually wanted to challenge the apostles and disciples to rejoice rather than grieve 
over the departure of their Master. And why did they say this? Because once he has returned to his 
Father, the Holy Spirit can be sent to us from heaven on the day of Pentecost, to clothe us with his 
Presence, his strength, his protection and all the necessary gifts and charisms that would allow us to 
continue the mission of evangelization that Jesus began on earth and that he now entrusts to each one 
of us. 

Our world would hate and persecute us much less if we were content to contemplate the clouds, 
decorate the churches and promote a God who would not demand any change in the attitudes or 
behavior of his children. This would be a religion of mediocrity. In such a case, what would happen to 
our apostolic zeal which impels us to announce the urgency of conversion in order to avoid the last 
judgment and to be welcomed into heaven?  

And with such a perception of God and religion, we would all become insipid and lukewarm Christians, 
without backbone and without savour, because the destiny and salvation of souls who stray from the 
path of God would not really dwell in our hearts and would leave us indifferent and without compassion. 

If we Christians have come to disturb so much the world in which we live, it is precisely because the 
Spirit of Christ lives within us, challenges it and disturbs it deeply. Our belief in God, our time of intimacy 
with Him and our way of life often become a living reproach for these living dead who can no longer 
bear the divine light: on the contrary, it dazzles them and hurts them because their eyes have long 
since become accustomed to the darkness that invades this world. Having said this, we must admit 
that we nevertheless love deeply these living dead, because they are our brothers and sisters and 
because Christ offers them, as he did for each of us, the grace to be healed of their blindness, of this 
spirit of darkness which seduces them and imprisons them spiritually. 

 

 

 

 



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP 
Why are you standing there looking at the sky?                                              Page 2 

 
Here is an indisputable sign that describes the character and personality of true Christians: inhabited 
as they are by the Spirit of God, they no longer fear earthly death and they desire, following the example 
of Christ, to give their life for others if necessary, in order to introduce them also into the abundant and 
eternal life of which Jesus spoke in the Gospel of John. Authentic Christians are not afraid to offer 
themselves as a sacrifice and to serve God and neighbor, because their only motive is the eternal 
happiness of others. Like a mother who has just given birth to her first child and would want to share 
and express out loud her joy to the whole world, they always seem eager to share with them the 
profound spiritual happiness that inhabits them and inspires them. 

On this feast of the Ascension, we should realize that our mission is both divine and earthly, for it must 
lead us to work for the well-being of human beings while keeping our hearts, not our eyes, fixed on the 
realities above through our actions and thoughts, our times of prayer and meditation. 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us alleviate human miseries, let us console and heal all forms of illness, 
oppression and injustice, violence or lies, perversity or obsession of any kind that come our way. Let 
us dare to invite our brothers and sisters who have distanced themselves from the Christian faith to 
participate again in our liturgical assemblies and in our prayer or faith-sharing groups. 

 

The great celebration of the Ascension invites us to do so and challenges us to live in expectation of 
the fulfillment of the promise of the sending of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Until then, let us 
show the Lord our true desire to be clothed with this power from above to accomplish the 
mission he has entrusted to us on earth. Let us always keep heaven in our hearts and work boldly 
and joyfully at the tasks and activities that we must accomplish on earth as Christians. Yes indeed, the 
feast of the Ascension is the feast of earth rather than of heaven! 

 

Sincerely yours in the Risen Christ, 

  

+Guy Desrochers, C.Ss.R. 

Bishop of Pembroke 
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