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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, August 7th, 2022  

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation and Peace (confession) is available before all masses. At St. James: on Saturday’s 
from 4:45 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. and Sunday’s from 10:25 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  At Nativity of our Lady Parish 
Confessions: Sundays: from 8:25 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.   Weekday masses will take place in the Marian Chapel at St. 
James Parish on Thursday’s and Friday’s at 10 a.m.   Everyone is welcome to join us for all masses.  Weekend 
masses at St. James the Less are livestreamed to our St. James Facebook page for those unable to attend.  The 
Parking Lot option of listening to mass on 88.1 FM in your vehicles is being maintained. 
  
Your St. James parish office is closed during lunch hour daily from 12 to 1 pm.  Kindly refrain from contacting us 
during this hour as errands and small tasks must be completed.   
 
 

Weekend Masses at St. James will take place in the St. James Parish Hall for the 
weekends of August 6/7th and August 13/14th due to the paint project going on 
inside the church. Our weekday masses on Thursday and Friday will continue in the 
St. James Marian Chapel.  Elevator operators will be on hand for every weekend  
mass.  Again, we ask for you to say a prayer for the safety of all involved, as there is 

a “lot” of painting to be done, pictures/furniture to be moved, along with ladders and scaffolds to climb due to 
heights.    
 

Sincere gratitude goes to the dedicated St. Ann’s Parish Families who assisted with 

the 2022 Cormac Triduum and Pilgrimage – it was a wonderful, blessed event.  So 

much appreciation goes to so many: Bishop Guy and the assisting guest priests, choir 

directors and all choir members with accompanying musicians; so many volunteers helping at 

the St. Ann’s Mass League Desk and the many tasks done throughout the day, the parking 

attendants; to those in the kitchen; the high school students and adults who came out for set 

up and take down; to members of the Knights of Columbus for the honour guard; the hardy 

souls who joined in the pilgrimage walk;  Thank you also to our guests attending our  11 a.m. 

mass and to those attending exposition and benediction.  May God bless everyone who lent a 

hand, made donations to assist St. Ann’s Parish and made our 2022 Cormac Pilgrimage such a 

success.   

Bishop Guy Desrochers is sharing his daily capsules for the Novena to Saint Ann, a nine day novena for anyone who would like 

a copy.  Copies are attached in this bulletin and hard copies available at church entrances. 

  

Nativity of Our Lady  
108 Chibekena Inamo, Pikwakanagan, Ont. 

St. Ann’s Church 
50 McCauley Mountain Road, Cormac, Ont. 

OnOOOntario 

mailto:secretarystjames@gmail.com
http://www.stjameseganville.com/
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19th Sunday in Ordin ary Time 
Sunday, August 7th, 2022 

 
Kindly remember and pray for those in our communities who have died.  May God welcome all to the eternal joy of 
His heavenly kingdom.  
 
Kindly remember those of our families and friends in our community, who are isolated, lonely, or suffering the  
burden of illness or pain, especially: 

Estelle Bernard, George Berard, Orpha Breen, Cheryl Chapeskie, Grace Foran, Jonathan Gillis,  
Mike Kineer, Clare Lavalley, Shelley McLeod, Lorraine MacDonald, Dorothy Millark, Kathryn Oostrom, 
Colleen Prendergast, Joanne Sarazin, Lisa Selle, Margaret Slack, Mike Sullivan and Stuart Tiedemann.  

Remember those who are suffering and recovering from COVID 19.  
 

Saturday, August 6th to Sunday, August 14th, 2022  
ANNOUNCED PARISH MASSES 

 
Saturday, August 6th, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. at St. James:  Robert Hanniman from Dianne Kelly & Family   
Sunday, August 7th, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. at Nativity of our Lady: For the intentions of all parishioners 
Sunday, August 7th, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. at St. James: Hilary & Clare McHale from Jack & Lorraine MacDonald & Family 
 

Masses during Week: 
Tuesday, August 9th at 7 p.m. at St. Ann’s, Cormac: Ken Mask from Kevin Grier and Family 

Thursday, August 11th at 10 a.m. at St. James:  No Mass  
Friday, August 12th at 10 a.m. St. James: Dan Contant from Mary Limlaw 
  
Saturday, August 13th, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. at St. James:  For the intentions of all parishioners   
Sunday, August 14th, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. at Nativity of our Lady: Pat Redmond from Kathleen Power 
Sunday, August 14th, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. at St. James: Anthony & Theresa Coady from Richard & Patricia Coady 

 

Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers for St. James Parish 
Saturday, August 13th, Lectors: Rosemary Cammaert Saturday, August 13th, Eucharistic Minister: Gus Cammaert 
Sunday, August 14th, Lector: Carmelle Adams  Sunday, August 14th, Eucharistic Ministers: Karen Tracey    
 

St. James Parish weekly offering at for Sunday, July 31st, 2022 was $1,630.00   
Loose: $60.00/E-transfers: $510.00/ 

Total St. James Deposit from July 31st   Collection: $2,200.00   
Nativity Weekly Collection: $255.00/Loose $60.00 

 Total Nativity of Our Lady Collection for July 31st: $315.00 
Total St. Ann’s Collections from July 28th  to Sunday, July 31st: $13,809.40     

 

Our three parishes: St. James Parish, Nativity of our Lady and St. Ann’s can accept e-transfers should  
parishioners wish to contribute by this method.  Transfers must be sent by e-transfer to  
secretarystjames@gmail.com for St. James, nativityofourlady@gmail.com for Nativity and 
stanncormac@gmail.com  for St. Ann’s, which will be credited to your assigned parish envelope number.    
 
E- transfers are now set up for the St. James Mass Account should anyone wish to pay for masses in this manner. 
 The email address is: stjamesmass190@gmail.com 

  

mailto:secretarystjames@gmail.com
mailto:nativityofourlady@gmail.com
mailto:stanncormac@gmail.com
mailto:190@gmail.com
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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, August 7th,  2022 

 
Theme: Wisdom reflects in the Israelites in Egypt awaiting their salvation.  Their posture was one of alertness, 
courage and prayer.  Jesus in Luke’s gospel advises an alert spirit, also, on the part of servants expecting their 
master’s return, a spirit which expresses itself in fidelity to duty.  Hebrews recalls the faith of Abraham and Sarah 
and sees it as an unwavering confidence in God’s promises. 
 
The Discalced Carmelite Secular Order: Would you be interested in discerning a secular (lay) vocation? Are you 
spiritually attracted to St. Therese of Lisieux or St. Teresa of Avila? Our group (not a prayer group) meets monthly at 
St. Andrews Parish, Killaloe, ON. For more information, please call Mila at 613 754-5275. 
 

 

 

2022 Cormac Pilgrimage Photos …..  
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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, August 7th, 2022 

 

Time Sensitive Action for Parishioners of St. James, Nativity of our Lady and St. Ann’s: 
 
Request from: First Step Options  (pregnancy support centre): The Liberal government continues to communicate that 
the government is "fully committed" to remove the charitable status of "anti-abortion organizations that provide dishonest 
counseling to women." The media has expanded the interpretation of this with mischaracterizations of the work of pregnancy 
care centres. A recent Globe and Mail article highlights this concern.  Fr. Ken encourages everyone to make this contact with 
Cheryl’s office.  
 
We have a window of opportunity to influence the outcome of this sweeping threat to our work. Our head office Pregnancy 
Care Canada spoke with several advocacy specialists, and they advised the following practical steps that you can do now! 
 
1. Drop by Member of Parliament Cheryl Gallant's office or mail in a letter. Indicate that you would like the opportunity to 
speak about your concerns regarding the government's threat to revoke charitable status and that you support the valuable 
work done at your local pregnancy centre. If you have a story to share of how you've been helped or about a client who 
benefited from the care provided you could share it. Ask for a follow-up with you about what her position is.  
 
2. Phone Member of Parliament Cheryl Gallant's office and share a similar message as above. (613)732-4404 or email: 
Cheryl.gallant@parl.gc.ca -  Something like: "My name is _____, and I'm calling to ask that you pass on my concerns to 
MP______ about the government's threat to revoke the charity status of pregnancy care centres. I have been involved with 
or supported First Step Options, our local pregnancy care centre for 'x' years, or I have been helped by the centre in the past 
when (tell your story of involvement)." Add more context to why you care about the centre and why you believe the work of 
the centre is important. Ask for the MP or staff to follow up with you about what the MP's position is. 
 
3. Correct misinformation and errors in the comments section of articles or send a letter to the editor. 
A former lobbyist/advocate shared that the executive assistants in Minister, Deputy Minister, and MP offices review the 
comments section of news articles and editorials to get an idea of the "public mood" and pass that information to their bosses. 
It's important to correct misinformation but don't engage in a debate. 
 
We have a brief window of time to educate and advocate – “to tell the other side of the story which is missing”  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Be dressed for action 
  and keep your lamps lit … 

 

https://pregnancycarecanada.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b86beef6991a469f554c89f6&id=8adcce6c3f&e=ad7e2a392d
mailto:Cheryl.gallant@parl.gc.ca
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Daily Capsules for 

the Novena to Saint Anne 
 

1) Monday, July 17:       

- The Silence of the Gospels 

 

Demosthenes (Greek orator and Athenian statesman) said to Philip of Macedonia: “It suffices for your 

glory, to have had Alexander for a son.”  It suffices for Mary for her glory to have had Jesus Christ for a 

son.  And it suffices for Saint Anne, for her glory, to have had Mary, the Mother of God, as a daughter.  

After the glorious name of Mary, Mother of God, the greatest name is, Anne, mother of Mary and 

grandmother of Jesus Christ.  Why is that?  Because in heaven, the most perfect angels are those who 

stand closest to God. The laws of heaven are the laws of earth. 

 

But how can we explain the silence of the Gospels about the lives of Mary, Joseph, Anne and Joachim?  

Here are some reasons that may explain this: 

 

a) Exposing the virtues of Saint Anne would have been difficult for people to understand, let alone the 

pagans.  This would have given rise to reactions of disbelief, revolt, mockery, scandal or contempt, as 

Jesus himself endured.  So, in order not to give hold to blasphemy towards his mother or towards his 

mother's venerable parents, by leaving them to an existence of harassment and unwelcomed publicity, 

God drew down a discreet veil on the interior life of this godly family.  This also had the effect of 

curbing all kinds of superstitions on the part of the pagans towards the rather more angelic than human 

lives of Mary, Joseph, Anne and Joachim.  Also, the Church of the first centuries, faced with the 

impending dangers, chose to use prudence and caution regarding the homage she rendered to the Virgin, 

Joseph, and Mary's parents. 

 

It can therefore be concluded that, in terms of written tradition, Jesus preferred silence, but, oral tradition 

has compensated for this deliberate silence.  It will take time, years, for the sanctity of these holy people 

to be revealed in a more complete manner.  

 

b) Other reasons:  in 1693, during one of his sermons on Saint Anne, Lansperge  (called “the man of 

God”), believed that this silence was willed by the Holy Spirit so that our faith would be more 

meritorious and that devotion would take root in it rather than in historical certainty.  In 1501, Pelbart  

de Themeswar, a Franciscan author and preacher, tells us that logically, from the holiness of Mary, one 

must conclude to the holiness of her parents, just as to the infinite sanctity of Jesus Christ, one concludes 

to the sanctity of His glorious mother. 

 

Tomorrow, our daily capsule will focus on the apocryphal writings.  Some of the writings are 

among the most credible and tell us about the life of Saint Anne, her husband Joachim, the Virgin 

Mary and Saint Joseph.         
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2) Tuesday, July 18: 

 

- The Apocryphal Writings 

 

The evangelist Saint Luke begins his gospel thus: “Many have set out to compose the account of the 

events that have taken place among us”.  According to quotations from the Fathers of the Church, there 

could be more than 60 apocryphal gospels (from the Greek “apocryphos” meaning “hidden” or 

“secret”).   But probably the same one has been referred to under various names.  In any case, we still 

have 7 in their entirety, 3 of which are more credible than the others: the "Protevangelium of James", 

thus named as it seems to predate the Gospels;  “The Gospel of the Pseudo-Matthew”, also called “Book 

of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Childhood of the Savior”; and “The Gospel of the 

Nativity of Mary” which substantially repeats these first two. 

 

It should be noted that, from the time of the New Testament not all writings that are called "apocryphal" 

have been retained by the Church authorities over the centuries.  Some contained theological, moral, 

historical, and geographical errors, or, showed a lack of knowledge of Jewish culture and tradition. 

 

As for the New Testament, the process of recognition and collection began in the first centuries of the 

Christian era.  Some books were recognized quite early, others later. It was only in 393 at Hippo and in 

397 at Carthage, that Councils led by Augustine ratified the choice made by the churches for nearly two 

hundred years, by officially listing the books of the New Testament.  But does this mean that the 

Church's official non-recognition of the apocryphal writings means that everything they contain is false?  

Certainly not, since even some of the Fathers of the Church, as well as Pope Innocent Ist quoted them 

profusely in their sermons or homilies. 

 

Many of these writings were circulating from the beginning of the early Church. Some are very bizarre, 

as they abound with miracles or unusual facts and involve errors of all kinds.  But, the three apocryphal 

writings that I mentioned earlier, are those which have a stronger credibility.  We can see traces of their 

presence throughout Christian history, especially in the Middle Ages, and more particularly in the 

Eastern world, such as in frescoes, sculptures, canvases and mosaics to name a few. 

 

Upon entering the Basilica of St. Anne, you only have to look up to see in the main vault, the history of 

the life of Saint Anne, from birth to death;  her meeting and marriage to Joachim;  Mary's birth and 

consecration in the Temple from the age of 3;  her marriage to Joseph, etc.  These stories come mainly 

from the “Protevangelium of James”, the “Gospel of the Pseudo-Matthew” and “The Gospel of Mary's 

Nativity”. 

 

Tomorrow, our next capsule is a short summary of these writings that tells us interesting episodes 

of the life of Saint Anne.  
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3) Wednesday, July 19: 

- The Protevangelium of James: Episodes of the Life of Saint Anne 

 

After the death and resurrection of Jesus, it took some time to write the Gospels. The same is true of the 

apocryphal writings which began to be written at the start of the 2nd century, just a little later than the 

Gospels. By word of mouth, long before the 2nd century, the very first Christian communities related 

and shared these traditions with each other.  Interestingly, in the three most credible apocryphal gospels 

we talked about yesterday, there is a remarkable conformity:  thus for Anne's long infertility;  the 

promise she makes to consecrate her child to the service of God; the presentation of Mary in the Temple 

at the age of three; the education she receives there among the Almas or virgins of Israel raised in the 

holy place; the vow she makes to persevere in virginity; the ceremonies of her marriage with Joseph;  

Joseph's advanced age at the time of their engagement.  This means that, since these different authors 

were able to agree on all these points, surely this assures us then that not everything in these writings is 

fiction. 

 

The “Protevangelium of James” is certainly the most reliable writing of the apocryphal gospels, at least 

from the 1st to the 12th chapter. The rest of the story remains questionable and is a bit bizarre.  But 

under this pretext, let us not close our minds to the whole content, as history has demonstrated that gold 

dust has often been collected amidst coarse sand.  So, here is a brief summary of this writing: 

 

Legend has it that Joachim was a very rich man and lived in Jerusalem. He was shepherd of sheep and 

goats and had many servants.  He feared God in all simplicity and goodness of heart.  From the fruits of 

his labor, he fed all those who feared the Lord. And he doubled up his gift offerings to God, saying, 

“May my goods belong to all the people, for the remission of my sins before God, so that He may have 

mercy on me.”  Of all the goods he owned and offered, he separated them into three parts. The first part 

he distributed to orphans, widows, travelers and the poor.  The second part he gave to the ministers of 

the Lord.   And the third and last part he kept for members of his household and for himself. 

 

When he was 20, he took Anne, a descendant of the tribe of Judah, who was from the royal lineage of 

David.  But after 20 years of marriage, they were still childless. Some judged them mercilessly because 

of their state of infertility.  Now, it happened that on the feast day of “The Great Day of the Lord,” 

Joachim went to the Temple with his gifts in order to offer them to the Lord.  At the moment the incense 

was being offered, a priest named Ruben forbids him to offer and present his gifts, as he said, God had 

cursed him, since he was without offspring. 

 

This public affront humiliates and grieves Joachim profoundly, who leaves in tears. He then consults the 

registers of the twelve tribes of Israel to see if at least one righteous person would have been deprived of 

children.  But all had had a posterity, even Abraham and Sarah, despite their advanced age.  Joachim, 

discouraged, decides to leave the house, without even mentioning a word to his wife Anne.  He leaves 

with his flocks and servants and takes refuge in the desert, about a month’s walk from his house, where 

he undertakes a 40-day fast, thinking, “I will take neither food nor drink until the Lord my God has cast 

His gaze upon me, but my prayer will be my nourishment and beverage.” 

The adventure continues tomorrow with our next capsule.                                  
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4) Thursday, July 20 

 

- Following the episodes of the life of Saint Anne according to the Protevangelium of James 

 

In our capsule yesterday, we saw how Joachim was publicly humiliated as he tried to make his offering 

in the Temple.  He left without notifying his wife and took refuge in the desert with his herds, where he 

fasted for 40 days.  Let's continue our story. 

 

For 5 months, no one, not even his wife Anne, heard from him. Anne’s mourning was twofold: she wept 

for her infertility and, for the loss of her husband, whom she believed dead.  She raised her lament to 

God: “Lord Almighty God of Israel, who did not give me children, why did you also take my husband?”  

 

Her servant Judith scorns her further saying that God was probably right to have closed her womb so 

that she would not give children to Israel. Anne goes into her garden alone to cry and asks the Lord to 

bless her as He blessed Sarah, Isaac's mother.  In her prayer, she reminds God of the promise she made 

on the day of her marriage to Joachim, the vow to consecrate to the Temple the son or daughter who 

would come out of her womb, and this, from an early age. 

 

An angel appears to her at that moment and announces that she will conceive and give birth.  Anne 

exults with joy and replies that she will offer this child in the temple at the age of 3, to be consecrated to 

God and to serve Him every day of her or his life. She doesn't know yet it's going to be a girl.   But she 

still worries about the return of her husband, of whom she has received no news.  Her servant scorns her 

a second time, but soon after, two angels appear to Anne saying, "Here, your husband Joachim will be 

back soon."  

 

At the same moment, Joachim's guardian angel presents himself to him in the form of a young man, and 

asks him to return immediately to his wife, for she will give birth to a daughter who will be blessed by 

all generations, such that no other creature before has ever been blessed by God. The Angel said to him, 

“Soon Anne will be a mother, and she herself will be blessed, and she will be the mother of the eternal 

blessing.” And the angel adds, “When God suspends the laws of the human generation, it is to better 

manifest them afterwards, and to better show in this new being, who is being formed, an effect of his 

divine munificence.” He cites Sarah's example, Rachel who gave birth after a long infertility, Samson's 

parents; etc. 

 

Joachim bows down and invites the young man to eat with him in his tent.  The latter refuses, saying, 

"Our own food is invisible, and our beverage cannot be seen by mortal eyes."  The angel invites him 

instead to offer a lamb in holocaust, telling him that it is God's will.  During the offering, the angel 

ascends with the smoke to Heaven.  Joachim shares his vision with his servants, but he is still hesitant to 

return to his wife.  While he sleeps, the angel comes to Joachim in a dream.  He shows himself as his 

guardian angel and speaks to him firmly urging him to return to Anne.  Speaking of Joachim’s future 

posterity, the angel adds: “Never since the beginning of the world has there been any prophets or saints 

equal to her nor will there ever be.”   Joachim then decides to go back home and returns to his wife. 

Next capsule:The meeting of Anne and Joachim from the Golden Gate of the Temple of Jerusalem 
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5) Friday, July 21 

 

- The Meeting of Anne and Joachim at the Golden Gate of the Temple of Jerusalem 

 

Before returning to his wife in Jerusalem, Joachim ordered his servants to prepare 12 white sheep to be 

offered in the Lord's Temple, 12 undefiled lambs that will be offered for the priests and elders, and 100 

goats that will be offered for the people.  And, there he is, on his way back home, which will last almost 

one month. 

 

On the day of his arrival, an angel appears to Anne and says, “Go to the Golden Gate of the Temple to 

greet your husband, who this very day will come to you.” With her maids, Anne rushes and waits 

feverishly for the return of her husband.  At the end of the day, she sees herds in the distance.  Indeed, it 

really is her husband who is coming back after a long absence! As she meets him, she exclaims, “Now I 

know that God has blessed me greatly; I was a widow, and no longer am; I was sterile, and now I will 

have a life in my womb!”  Anne and Joachim rest at home after being separated for more than 5 months. 

Rumours start to spread throughout the land of Israel. After 9 months, Anne has a beautiful daughter 

whom she names "Myriam", i.e. Mary.  Once the days of purification are over, Anne nurses her child. 

 

At six months old, Mary takes her first steps and throws herself into her mother's arms and Anne says, 

"Praise be the Lord my God! You will not walk on the earth until I have offered you in the Temple of the 

Lord.”  All were charmed by the graces of this child, to the point that some wanted to abduct her. At the 

age of one, Joachim organizes a great feast:  he invites the princes of the priests, the scribes and elders of 

the sanctuary and all the people of Israel. He presents his daughter to the priests so they might bless her. 

They proclaim, “God of our fathers, bless this child and make her name great, eternal among all 

generations.” Anne then sings a beautiful canticle in which she exalts the Lord who visited her. 

 

When Mary reaches her second year, Joachim suggests to Anne that Mary be consecrated now in the 

Temple, but Anne recommends that she be consecrated later, at the age of three. In this way she would 

not miss her parents before being weaned. Joachim agrees. At the age of three, once the child is weaned, 

Joachim calls the holiest young virgins in Israel to walk ahead of Mary with lit candles, up to the 

Temple. It is that Joachim feared his daughter would turn around and look back and, in this way, lose 

her focus for the House of God.   Before going in the Temple, Joachim and Anne change from their 

travel clothes into much beautiful and richer ones. 

 

When Mary arrives at the Temple gate, “she climbs up the fifteen degrees, without the help of no one 

and at a step so fast, that she had no time to look back, or reclaim her parents, as is the way with small 

children.”   Anne and Joachim, as well as the priests of the Temple and the whole gallery, are stunned 

seeing this. The pontiffs are seized with admiration. Mary is placed on the third degree of the altar, and 

the Lord gives the child an anointing of joy. Anne is quite moved and sings a hymn inspired by the Holy 

Spirit.  Once the sacrifice is completed Anne and Joachim return home. 

 

Tomorrow, our capsule will focus on the marriage of Mary and Joseph. 
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6) Saturday, July 22 

 

- The Marriage of Mary and Joseph 

 

Yesterday, our capsule ended with the ritual of Mary's consecration in the Temple. Here is how this 

section of the Gospel of James ends: “Now, Mary was raised like a dove in the Temple of the Lord, and 

she received her food from the hand of an angel. When she was twelve years old, the priests consulted 

each other and said: “Here is Mary, in the temple of the Lord. What will we do with her (...)?” And they 

said to the high priest, "You who guard the altar of the Lord, go in and pray about this child. What the 

Lord will tell you, we will do. " And the priest (...) entered the Holy of Holies and began to pray. 

 

And suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared, saying, “Zacharias, Zacharias, go out and summon the 

widowers of the people. Let them each bring a stick, and to the one the Lord shows a sign, he will take 

Mary as his wife.”Heralds poured out all over the land of Judea and the Lord's trumpet sounded, and 

here they came all rushing. Joseph (...) also went to join the troop. They all went to the priest's house 

together with their stick.  (...) Now, Joseph received his last. Suddenly a dove flew off his stick and 

landed on his head. Then the priest exclaimed: “Joseph, Joseph, you are the chosen one: it is you, who 

will take care of the virgin of the Lord.” 

 

Let us now compare the version narrated by the Venerable Mary of Agreda, a mystic born in 1602: 

 

"At the age of thirteen and a half  (...) ,  she had taken a vow of perpetual virginity in the presence of 

God and the holy angels, and she had nothing more at heart than to always keep this beautiful lily of 

purity. But the Lord commanded her to take the state of marriage, without revealing that she was chosen 

to be the Mother of God. At this unexpected order she remained very distressed, but she suspended her 

judgment,  (...) and resigned herself to the divine will.  God told Simeon in a dream to search for a 

husband for the daughter of Joachim (...) The saintly man obeys the divine orders. (.. . ) 

 

When the fixed day arrived, all the young men of David's family gathered and Joseph, native of 

Nazareth(...) found himself with them.  He was thirty-three years of age, of handsome person and 

pleasing countenance, but also of incomparable modesty and grace. From his twelve year he had made 

and kept the vow of chastity.  He was related to the Virgin Mary in the third degree. The priests prayed 

in order to settle with divine assistance what had to be done. The Lord inspired Simeon to ask each 

suitor to take a dry stick and ask God to manifest his divine will.  When they were all in prayer, the staff 

which Joseph held was seen to blossom and at the same time a dove of purest white and resplendent 

with admirable light, was seen to descend and rest upon the head of the saint. (...) On the declaration 

of heaven, the priests gave the Most Holy Virgin to St. Joseph who had been selected by God to be her 

spouse. (...) She then made known to her husband the vow of perpetual chastity that she had made, 

begging him to help her to fulfill it.  Saint Joseph revealed he also had taken a vow at the age of twelve. 

The hearts of the two chaste spouses were filled with consolation when they saw the Lord's work in 

conformity of their sentiments; they renewed their vows, promised to be faithful to them and to help each 

other towards perfection.  (...) The holy marriage was celebrated on September 8. Mary having 14 years 

accomplished and Saint Joseph 33.” 

 

The next daily capsules deal with the history and the devotion of St. Anne. 

http://notredamedesneiges.over-blog.com/article-12246848.html
http://notredamedesneiges.over-blog.com/article-5019314.html
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7) Sunday, July 23 

- The History of Devotion to Saint Anne 

 

Here is a short excerpt from the book of Fr. Gérard Desrochers, C.Ss.R., entitled “The Life and Cult of    

Saint Anne”: “The first Christians worshipped Jesus, as Christ, Savior and Lord.  They venerated the 

apostles whom Christ had chosen and the martyrs who enriched d with their blood the work of 

evangelization. Their love for Jesus extended to his close relatives but first, to his Mother Mary, whom 

they considered as their own mother. Nor did they forget Grandma Anne, the mother of Mary, the 

grandmother of Jesus. Wasn't she the link between the Old and New Testaments? Pope Benedict XIV 

wrote, "Joachim and Anne seem to belong to the New Testament, because both died after the birth of 

Christ.”  

 

It is therefore to the very beginning of the early Church that the cult rendered to Saint Anne goes back, a 

cult that has continued to grow over the years. The writings, that I have mentioned, attest to this.   

Although they are not inspired as the books of the Bible were, they have been exploited with great 

benefit by the Church, by preachers and writers, by Popes and saints.” 

 

Let's talk a little bit about the relics of Saint Anne. History attests that the Christians of the early 

Church venerated with great respect the relics of the holy martyrs, and this cult spread to the relics of all 

those close to Jesus, Saint Anne in particular.  After the death of Saint Anne, probably because of the 

relentless persecution against the Christians, her remains were transported to the church of Apt in 

France. Afterwards there will also be Muslim wars and persecutions in that region, and Blessed Bishop 

Auspice, wanting to protect the body of Saint Anne from desecration, carefully placed it in an 

underground crypt until King Charles arrived in Apt in July 801. 

 

The discovery of the body of Saint Anne in the underground crypt is worth recounting.  On July 26, 801, 

King Charlemagne, a devout man, visits the great shrines of Europe. He arrives in Apt and has a Mass of 

thanksgiving celebrated there in order to restore in these places the Catholic cult that the Muslims had 

appropriated. Victorious over the Saracens and Lombards, the king brought peace to Provence.  He is 

accompanied by his barons and their children. One of them, the son of Baron de Caseneuve, blind, deaf 

and dumb, goes into a trance and makes it clear to those surrounding him that it is necessary to dig 

where he stands. The workers start to dig and a deep crypt is discovered, and suddenly recovering the 

use of his senses, the young man exclaims: “In this very crypt is the body of Saint Anne, mother of the 

Virgin Mary, Mother of God...”  The place is cleared, and a cypress reliquary is brought up wrapped in a 

veil that reads: “Hic est corpus beate Annae, matris virginis Mariae.” The reliquary is opened and, as 

is the case for the saints and the blessed, a sweet perfume emerges. 

 

Of these relics, Charlemagne takes a portion of the lower jaw for his town of Aix-la-Chapelle. Other 

fragments will be distributed later to other cities or countries, often through the intercession of certain 

notable persons who requested them. Among these was Anne of Austria, wife of Louis XIII, on 

November 10, 1625.   The queen will then divide the relics in three parts and bequeath one to the 

Carmes of Auray, a second to the Visitation of Paris and the last to the Premontres religious of Saint-

Germain-des-Prés. This enumeration summarizes well the dispersal of the relics of Saint Anne and 

proves that, long before the Counter-Reformation, the cult of Saint Anne had spread throughout Europe. 

 Tomorrow, continuation of the history of the devotion to Saint Anne 
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8) Monday, July 24 

- Continuation of the History of Devotion to Saint Anne 

 

In 550, a church was built in Constantinople in honour of Saint Anne. July 26 marks without doubt the 

anniversary of the dedication of this basilica. The Franciscans put it on their Calendar on July 26, 1263. 

Her cult has been steadily rising since the 14th century as evidence by the increasing number of works 

of art it inspires (which can be seen for example in the multitude of statues showing Anne, Mary and the 

Child Jesus, called "marian trinities",  parallel to the Holy Trinity). But the Church forbids the 

representation of the marian trinities to avoid confusion with the Trinity in the theological sense.  Her 

popularity is such that the Confraternities of Saint Anne multiply rapidly at that time. 

 

The theological debates on the dogma of the Immaculate Conception  in the 14th century have for 

consequence to associate the cult of Saint Anne more narrowly to the cult of the Blessed Virgin. This is 

reflected in the appearance of a new iconographic theme, the Saint Anne trinitarian intended to express 

the idea of a predestination of Anne in the thought of God, linked to divine motherhood. Urban V, as 

early as 1370,  has a mass added in his Missal with a miniature of the saint, and  Urban VI in 1382  

extends it to the whole Church, at the occasion of the marriage of Richard II with Anne of Bohemia. 

 

In 1481, Pope Sixtus IV a Franciscan Immaculist adds the solemn feast of St. Anne to the Calendar of 

the Roman Church on July 26.  In 1494, the treatise  De Laudibus Sanctissimae Matris Annae of 

Johannes Trithemius  is published, which plays a large role in the propagation of her cult.  In the 16th  

century, reformers are outraged by the "proliferation of relics and parasitical legends" relating to Saint 

Anne, so much so that Pope Pius V, when  establishing the Tridentine Roman calendar, abolishes her 

office in 1568.  But she remains very popular, as evidence shows that Anne’s name becomes, like 

Mary’s, a very common male name in the 16th century. 

 

If, in the reformed world, her cult declines rapidly, in the Catholic world however, for those who 

remained faithful to the Church, her cult continues to advance and rises, after almost succumbing to the 

many expunctions that accompanied the Council of Trent.  Gregory XIII, under pressure from the  

Counter-Reformation which promotes the cult of the saints, restores her official feast day to July 26  

(bull of  May1, 1584) and,  Gregory XV, in his  apostolic brief,  Honor Laudis of April 23, 1622, makes 

it a feast of obligation and a public holiday.   It is celebrated under the double major rite until  Leo XIII, 

who downgrades it to the rank of a simple parish feast of the second-degree in 1879.  July 26 is the feast 

(IIIrd class) of “Saint Anne mother of The Blessed Virgin Mary” in the Roman General Calendar  of 

1960, and it becomes in the reform of the Roman General Calendar decreed by Paul VI in 1969, the 

“Memory of Saints Joachim and Anne”.                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

This ambivalence of the cult of Saint Anne through history can be explained on the one hand by rivalries 

between clergies (these are her monastic promoters: Benedictines, Carthusians, Franciscans, who wrote 

the legends about her, organized her cult and, above all, profited from it at the expense of the resources 

of the parish clergy).  On the other hand it can be explained by the many legends about the Saint which 

strengthened the faith of the triumphant people, opposing the unbelief of the learned and the reluctance 

of the religious authorities to allow a cult that came from the popular folklore.  Tomorrow our last                        

capsule will focus on the history of the devotion to Saint Anne at St. Anne-de-Beaupré 
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9) Tuesday, July 25 

How did the cult of Saint Anne travel as far as New France, Canada? We have to go back to the 

construction of a famous church in the north-west of France to understand it.  A chapel was built very 

early in the first centuries of Christendom in honour of Saint Anne, but this chapel was destroyed 

towards the end of the 7th century. Miraculously, at the beginning of the 17th century, the flame of 

devotion to Saint Anne rekindled! 

A virtuous peasant, Yves Nicolazic, following apparitions of Mary and Saint Anne, makes it known that 

it is the desire of heaven that the old chapel of Saint Anne needs to be rebuilt.  People accuse him of 

hallucinating.  In March 1625, an antique statuette of Saint Anne is found providentially and miracles 

start to happen. The chapel is then rebuilt.  In 1877, a new basilica in Sainte-Anne-d'Auray, France is 

consecrated. 

The ancestors of the French-Canadian people came from Brittany and Normandy, from this part of 

France that praised Saint Anne. On July 26, 1535, Jacques Cartier and his sailors celebrate the feast of 

Saint Anne. In 1629, in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, the first chapel is erected in honour of St. Anne. The 

Micmacs, Hurons and other aboriginal communities imitated the early settlers in their devotion to 

Mary's mother. As it was said at the time, everyone observes “la Sainte Anne."  

In 1622, Pope Gregory XV, gravely ill, is miraculously healed by the intercession of Saint Anne. He 

then orders that her feast become everywhere a feast of precept. The first religious communities, Jesuits, 

Sulpicians, Recollets, Ursulines and others land in New France during this period and begin to 

evangelize. They are sent by none other than King Louis XIV, son of the Queen of France, Anne of 

Austria, who was childless for a long time, and who after invoking Saint Anne gave birth to a son who 

would become heir to the throne. This also contributes to a rise in the cult of Saint Anne in Europe.  And 

since our good religious have just arrived from France to evangelize the new world, they pass on the 

devotion in the good Saint Anne at the same time.  

The history of the Shrine of St. Anne de Beaupré is closely linked to the life of the Church and has left 

its mark on Canada and all of America. The beginnings are modest, as a small wooden chapel is first 

built on the shore of the St. Lawrence River in 1658, close to Côte-de-Beaupré. Breton sailors according 

to legend, are threatened by a violent storm; they invoke Saint Anne to rescue them.  They make a 

pledge by which they promise to ask the people to build a small chapel in honor of Saint Anne. No 

sooner is the first chapel erected, a disabled man of Côte-de-Beaupré named Louis Guimont is 

miraculously healed by the intercession of Saint Anne. It suffices for him to lay three small stones in the 

foundation, and his back which was bent in two and supported with the help of crutches, miraculously 

straightens itself.  Soon after, a 14-year-old epileptic boy is cured. 

As early as 1665, Saint Marie of the Incarnation, an Ursuline, writes to her son, a priest in France: 

“There is, at seven leagues from Quebec, a church to Saint Anne in which the Lord performs great 

wonders in honour of the holy mother of the most Holy Virgin. The paralytics walk, the blind receive 

their sight, the sick are healed from whatever diseases they have and recover their health.”                                                          

In 1680, the first bishop of Quebec, Saint Francois de Montmorency Laval, confirmed the truthfulness of 

these testimonies. Since then, astonishing favors and miracles have continued to be granted by the 

powerful intercession of the good Saint Anne. The archives of miracles still bear witness to this today: 

Saint Anne is always active and present in this great and holy place of the Christian Faith. 


