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In this booklet you will find information on all the ways in which you are able to participate in the 

mission of St. John the Apostle, which is simply the mission of the whole Church, to reveal the 

truth that Christ is Savior and Lord to all and to bring them to his sacraments by which he 

dispenses to us the gift of salvation. This gift is not something static or something simply 

passively received. Instead, it is dynamic, for salvation comes from receiving the Holy Spirit, the 

life of God, within ourselves. The life of stewardship is nothing other than recognizing the truth 

that everything we have is a gift from God. When these gifts are received in thanksgiving, we are 

led to seek how to use them according to the will of the Giver; that is in love of God and neighbor.   

This is the reason this year’s booklet has an image of Jesus’s encounter with the woman at the 

well on the cover (John 4:5-42).  This woman is a great example for us of how to receive fully the 

gift of Divine Life given to us in baptism. In her encounter with Christ, we see how he desires to 

encounter each one of us and the response that is necessary on our part. The woman’s encounter 

provides us with an image of the soul at prayer. A soul who is transformed and freed by the 

experience of communion with God in prayer and so is able to communicate who Jesus is to 

others and lead them to him. In this conversation between Jesus and the woman, we see that, by 

receiving and responding to the Word of God, a whole new way of life – a new freedom – is 

opened up for us. Jesus asks her simply for a cup of water.  When she ponders the meaning of this 

request, she is moved to respond by opening herself to Christ, acknowledge her sin, and to repent 

and receive the “living water” that Jesus offered her and now offers to us. When she does so, she 

sees that this is the messiah that both the Jews and the Samaritans alike had been waiting for. 

She recognizes that this is God. When this happens everything changes, and she returns to the 

town, no longer ashamed of her sins, and ready to boldly proclaim who Jesus is. This loving 

encounter with her savior has freed her to do good. Aware of the gift she received, she now goes 

to the other people of her village to help them receive it as well. When we live as stewards, we 

give of our time, talent, and treasure to help others receive the gift of life in Christ that we 

ourselves already have.  

I encourage you to pray to have an encounter with Christ similar to the woman at the well, asking 

that this encounter would show where God is asking you to give of your time and talent to the 

parish as we make a renewal of our commitments this year. 

2022-2023 Stewardship Renewal 
 

{Download our app: MyParish App} {Sign-up for Online Giving} Website: stjohnminot.com 
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Eucharistic Adoration 

The Second Vatican Council described the Eucharist as the “source and summit” of our 

Christian faith for it is the Lord Jesus Himself truly present among us.  The Eucharist is 

essential to who we are as Christians.  This is why spending time in Eucharistic Adoration is 

one of the most fruitful practices available to us and is recommended by countless saints, 

including modern saints St. John Paul II and St. Teresa of Calcutta and more ancient saints such 

as St. Augustine.  This makes having an adoration chapel at St. John’s a tremendous gift. 

However, in order to have adoration available to us we need people committed to spending 

time with Jesus. Consider: Each hour of adoration requires that there be at least two people 

committed to that time.  To have adoration 24 hours a day, 5 days a week takes at least 240 

people committed to spend one hour with Jesus. Is Jesus asking you to be one of these people?  

 

Prayer 

Parish Prayer Line 
When parishioners call into this ministry with special prayer requests, their intentions are 

passed to dozens of people via the parish prayer line. As a volunteer, you take these 

intentions and lift them to God through prayer and/or fasting. This is an effective way to 

intercede for our parish family. Those who wish to participate in this ministry can choose to 

receive prayer requests via phone call or email. New intercessors and prayer requests are 

always welcome. 
 

Prayer & Praise St. John’s Daily Prayer Booklet  
Ministers of the St. John’s Ministry of Prayer and Praise daily commit their heart, mind, and time 

to praying the prayers in the Ministry’s booklet, beginning on page 3 and concluding on page 15, 

or more, if they so choose, for the intention of our parish family and all the families in it. 
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Liturgy 

Lectors 
Lectors proclaim the Word of God during the Liturgy of the Word.  It is expected that those who 

generously volunteer for this ministry prayerfully read over and practice the designated readings 

at home during the week in preparation to read on the weekend. This is a very public ministry; 

comfortable speaking confidently into a microphone is a necessity. Periodic trainings are 

provided. Those who have received Confirmation are welcome to serve as lectors.  

 

Usher 
Ushers assist in the collection during mass. After mass, they gather the offering basket, reset 

the pews, and if it is the last mass of the day make sure the lights are turned off and the 

doors locked. In bigger masses (Christmas and Easter) they help people find open spots to 

sit.  

Greeter 
Greeters have the duty of creating a warm environment by welcoming parishioners and 

visitors as they enter the Church before Mass on Sundays. They also distribute bulletins as 

parishioners are leaving after mass.  

 

Gift Bearers 

Gift bearers are individuals or families who bring the gifts to the altar during the offertory. This 

task has great spiritual significance as gift bearers act as a symbol of the community’s spiritual 

offering to God in and through the Eucharist. For families, this is an easy opportunity to 

introduce and reinforce to children their call to give of themselves in service to the Church and 

the parish community. Training is provided upon request and all ages are welcome – younger 

volunteers should be accompanied. 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) 
EMHC’s assist with distributing the Body and Blood of Christ at Mass when there are not 

enough ordinary ministers (priests and deacons), which is nearly every Mass at St. John’s. 

EMHC’s can also serve by bringing Holy Communion to the homebound and the hospitalized. 

Training is required before a new EMHC can become active. Volunteers must have received 

the Sacrament of Confirmation to serve as an EMHC.    
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Altar Server 
Altar servers assist the priest in the celebration of the mass by performing duties such as 

preparing the credence table before mass, carrying the processional cross, helping to prepare the 

gifts at the altar, holding the prayer book, and bringing the vessels back to the sacristy following 

mass. Training will be provided.  Anyone who has received first communion can be an altar 

server.  Altar servers are needed for both weekend and weekday masses.  

Sacristans 
Sacristans are called to help with the preparations before Mass and with clean up after Mass.  A 

sacristan is a master of the sacristy. It is the responsibility of the sacristan to prepare all of the 

vessels and other materials for the celebration of the Mass. Other tasks, such as tidying up and 

assisting visiting priests, are also part of a sacristan’s job. Sacristan training is available as needed. 

 

Choir/Liturgical Music 
Music is the only art that the Church describes as “a necessary and integral part of the solemn 

liturgy” (Sacrosantum Concilium, 112) and one of the ways the Church describes the reality 

of the liturgy is as our participation in the eternal love song between the Father and the Son. 

This makes the ministry of musicians one of the most important liturgical ministries. 

Beautiful music aids in our contemplation of the Divine mysteries being celebrated and helps 

us to participate more fully in them. To fulfill this ministry well at St. John’s we are in need 

of both singers and instrumentalists (especially keyboardists). 

 

Sacristy and Mass Linen Care 

Volunteers assist with the cleaning of the altar linens, altar supplies, and vestments. Altar 

linens are laundered and ironed weekly. Vestments are cleaned as needed. Instruction is 

provided, as needed, for the proper care and cleaning of each item.   
 

Church Decorating 
Volunteers are needed to ensure that our church is decorated for the current liturgical seasons, 

special feast days, and special events. Assistance is especially needed in preparation for 

Christmas, Easter, and Holy Days of Obligation. Volunteers also work with the pastor in the 

planning of liturgies during Holy Week. Since we are visual beings, the appearance of the space 

in which we celebrate the sacred mysteries can have a tremendous impact on how well we enter 

into them. All ages are welcome to volunteer.    
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Affiliated Catholic 
Organizations 

St. Monica’s Guild (Widows Group) 
Widows of the parish have formed an organization which tries to meet at least once a 

month to socialize with each other. Any widow is invited to join them for coffee and 

conversation. For more information about the group’s activities, please contact the 

guild’s coordinator.   

 

Seven Sisters Apostolate 
The Seven Sisters Apostolate is a prayer apostolate which began in St. Paul Minnesota in 

2011. This Apostolate “is a call to strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is 

prayed each day of the week for the sole intention of a specific priest or bishop – a “holy 

wasting” (cf. Mt. 26:10) or the lavishing of prayer for his deeper conformity to Christ.” 

This work of prayer can begin when seven women commit to pray one Holy Hour, each 

on a different day of the week, for the physical, spiritual, and emotional good of their 

pastor. The women who participate in this Apostolate make this commitment for one 

year and can recommit at the end of the year. For more information on the Seven Sisters 

Apostolate visit their website sevensistersapostolate.org 
 

Serra Club of North Central North Dakota 
Serra Clubs are known worldwide for their efforts to foster, affirm, and support vocations to 

the ministerial priesthood and the vowed religious life. Serrans value not only their work, but 

also the sense of community they receive from knowing that they are not alone in their 

dedication to the men and women who have answered God’s call to dedicate themselves to a 

life of ministry and service to the Church.  Our local chapter meets the first Saturday of each 

month at Bishop Ryan Catholic School or at one of the four Catholic parishes in Minot.  
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Knights of Columbus 
The Knights of Columbus is a national fraternal service organization of men founded under the 

principles of charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism.  This organization provides men with a 

vehicle for building up the parish community and family life by focusing on family, youth, 

church, council, and community activities.  

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul - Minot, ND Members of the Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul (known as “Vincentians”) are men and women who strive to grow spiritually 

by offering service to neighbors in need. Our members represent all ages, every race, and all 

incomes, and all are gifted with awareness that the blessings of time, talent, and treasure are to be 

shared with neighbors in need. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s work is unique in that 

Vincentians offer tangible assistance to those in need on a person-to-person basis. This aid may 

take the form of intervention, consultation, or through direct financial or in-kind service.  An 

essential principle of the Society’s work is to provide help while conscientiously maintaining the 

confidentiality and dignity of our neighbors in need. In addition, the Society recognizes that it 

must assume a role of advocacy for those who are marginalized or voiceless. To contact the Society 

of St. Vincent de Paul here in Minot, call 701-838-1269. 

 

Minot Catholic Young Adults 
The Minot Catholic Young Adults is for adults ages 18-39 in the Minot area. The groups mission 

statement is: Cultivating a community of Young Catholic Adults in the Minot area and seeking to 

grow in friendship with Jesus and one another. Events may include speakers, games, trips, retreats 

and more. The group is on Facebook @Minot Catholic Young Adults. For those without Facebook, 

you may email: minotcatholicyoungadults@gmail.com to be added to the contact list for future 

events or you may check the calendar of events on the website stjohnminot.com/minot-catholic-

young-adults  

 
Respect Life Ministry 
This ministry is dedicated to defending the sanctity and dignity of human life from conception 

to natural death.  The group works to build a culture of life, primarily through prayer, but also 

by educating the community about practices that uphold the dignity of life.  Through prayer 

and periodic events, such as the Rosary for Life and the Billboard Project, they strive to change 

the political climate that makes abortion and physician-assisted suicide legal in our society. 

Volunteer opportunities for this ministry are available throughout the year.    

 

mailto:minotcatholicyoungadults@gmail.com
http://stjohnminot.com/minot-catholic-young-adults
http://stjohnminot.com/minot-catholic-young-adults
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Service Ministries 

Money Counter 
Be on a team that helps count the Sunday Collection. You would count once every 6 weeks and 

it takes about an hour and a half each time.  

 

Office Volunteers   

Volunteers are needed in the parish to perform a variety of tasks, including clerical work and 

help with mailings.  

 

St. John’s Floral Gardens Ministry 
The volunteers of the Garden Ministry lovingly care for the flowerbeds around the church and 

the Children’s Memorial. Volunteers of the Garden Ministry contribute to the natural beauty of 

St. John’s parish grounds by planting, pruning, weeding, and watering the gardens.  This 

ministry offers a perfect opportunity for families and individual gardeners alike. This ministry 

is most active from Spring to Fall.   

 

Prayer Blanket Ministry 
Members of the Prayer Blanket Ministry create and deliver blankets to bring hope and comfort 

to those of our parish going through difficult times.  They meet in the parish hall on the third 

Thursday of every month at 9:30 am. Sewing skills are not required.   

  
 

Pre-Marriage FOCCUS Mentor Couple 
FOCCUS mentor couples volunteer to help fellow parishioners, preparing to enter into the 
sacrament of matrimony, engage in meaningful and necessary conversation about their pre-
marriage FOCUS inventory. Mentor couples play a very important role in marriage 
preparation as they must be witnesses of a faith-filled marriage centered in Christ.  For those 
who would like more information about what is required of and involved in being a FOCUS 
mentor couple, please contact Fr. Richter. 

 
 

Angel Tree Ministry 
This ministry provides Christmas gifts to children and adults in need.  Volunteers are needed 

to prepare Angel Tree tags, set up the Angel Tree, help those choosing tags, collect tracking 

tags, and/or deliver gifts. A meeting is held in November to schedule volunteers and assign 

jobs to those that volunteer.    
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SCRIP Sales 
Volunteers are needed to assist in selling SCRIP after weekend masses; the time 

commitment is very low – usually about 15-30 minutes after a Sunday Mass. The SCRIP 

program aids families with tuition needs and helps fund the operation of Bishop Ryan 

Catholic School. You do not need to have a child attending BRCS to volunteer. When 

purchasing SCRIP, you can identify a specific family to benefit if you wish.  SCRIP costs 

you nothing extra and greatly benefits our Minot Catholic community.  Use it yourself or 

give it as a gift. SCRIP just makes sense.   

 Homebound Visitation 
Members of this ministry receive the names of people in the parish who could use a 

visitor to share some coffee and conversation. These parishioners could be elderly, 

recovering from an illness, facing the loss of a spouse, or suffering from depression due 

to the loss of a job, etc. Volunteers call and set up a time to visit with the parishioner 

keeping them in touch and connected with the parish family. 

Photography Ministry 
A photography ministry at St. John’s would welcome parishioners with skills and interest 

in photography to capture high-resolution photos at various parish events. All who would 

be willing to offer their time and talent to help St. John’s capture photos which could be 

shared online and in print are asked to mark this ministry on the sign-up sheet.  You would 

then be contacted by the parish office leading up to big events to ask if you could help take 

photos. Signing up for this ministry would not commit you to anything in particular; it 

would simply allow us to know who has the talent and resources to provide such a service.  

 

Honoring Those Who Serve 
In an effort to support and appreciate the members of our parish who have 

and are serving our country or community, this committee was formed. The 

main responsibility of the committee is to evaluate the opportunities our 

parish has to welcome and support those who have served and are serving 

in the military, police, and fire department. Each year around September 

11th, members of the committee make & deliver baskets of goodies to 1st 

Responders thanking them for what they do for our community. 

 
Snow Shoveling 
Help is needed to clear snow before daily and weekend Mass. Individuals 

involved in this ministry would be willing to come to Mass a little earlier to 

clear the snow on the sidewalks and lay out salt if needed. Please indicate on 

your Stewardship Card if you are able to help clear snow before weekend 

Mass and/or daily Mass 

Parish Cleaning 
Occasionally the parish needs more cleaning than routine daily 

cleaning/before or after an event at the parish. Activities would involve 

washing the pews/cleaning the walls.  
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Parish Events & Activities 

Annual Fall Dinner & Bake Sale  
The Fall dinner is an important event for St. John’s parishioners to come together and give 

thanks and praise to the Lord for all the blessings He bestowed on us during the summer. 

Parishioners may also contribute bake sale items (desserts, breads, etc.) for the bake sale. 

Volunteers are needed to coordinate, serve, set-up, and clean up.  

 

Coffee and Donuts (1st Sunday of the Month after 8am & 
10:30am Masses)  
Volunteers provide coffee and serve pastries on the 1st Sunday of each month following 

both masses. This service runs in conjunction with new member welcome weekends and is 

used as an opportunity to gather as a community. All are welcome to volunteer. 

 New Parishioner Welcome Ministry 
This ministry reaches out to new parishioners to help them become acquainted with 

parish facilities, services, ministries, and community opportunities. This ministry runs in 

conjunction with Coffee and Donut Sundays (1st Sunday of the Month).  

 

The Chosen Series/Faith-based Film 
The parish welcomes anyone to come watch a faith-based movie or The Chosen Series 

(based on the life of Jesus) in the parish hall during selected times. Check the bulletin for 

when the movies will occur. Volunteers would be needed to help setup for the movie by 

making popcorn and setting beverages out.  

 

Funeral Lunches (Food Prep/Setup) 
Funerals at St. John the Apostle are during the week and on a rare occasion on a Saturday. 

Volunteers are needed to help assist with food prep and coffee, setup place setting (dishes, 

silverware, and cups), wash dishes and clean up.  

 

Desserts for Funeral Lunches (make a dessert & drop off 
at the church) 
When St. John the Apostle hosts a funeral lunch, volunteers are needed to make desserts 

(cookies and bars) and bring them to the church the day before or the day of the funeral.   

 

Palm Sunday Bake Sale 
Bring home-made or store-bought breads and desserts for the Palm Sunday Bake Sale. The 

proceeds for this bake sale benefit an individual(s) from our parish who are in need.   
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Formation 

The Neocatechumenal Way 
The Neocatechumenal Way (commonly called The Way) is an association of Christian faithful 

within the Catholic Church.  We are a small community in the parish who are walking 

together as we seek to learn more about the Catholic faith and how to live a life of Christian 

maturity.  We do this through study of the scriptures , celebration of the sacraments and time 

together as a community.  We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month to study various 

scripture verses on a particular topic and choose passages to share as a community.  On the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month we have a Word celebration using the passage chosen 

during our study time.  The Word celebration includes 4 readings and usually a short homily 

and time of prayer.  We celebrate a community Mass on the 1st Saturday of each month.  At 

various times throughout the year we celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation in place of the 

usual Tuesday Word celebration. 

Everyone is welcome to join the community for a Word celebration, celebration of 

reconciliation, or the Eucharist.   

To learn more about the Neocatechumenal Way you are invited to come and listen to the 

catechesis here at St. John the Apostle which begins on October 31st. 
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Formation-Religious Education 

 

For more information on helping with our religious education  
program contact the parish Director of Religious Education 

Monica Perry at (701) 839-7076 or drestjohn@srt.com. 

 

 

Helpers with Student Activities 
These individuals will assist the lead teacher with activities and or projects that the children 

will be doing. 
 

 

 

Assistants to the Director of Religious Ed 
Assistants will help with making copies, getting supplies such as pencils, markers, paper 

etc. from the supply cart for the lead teacher in the classroom.  
 

 
 

Childcare-Babysitting (while parents are in class) 
This individual will watch children that are not in the classrooms while Fr. Richter is 

catechizing the parents. They will do activities with them such as coloring, watching a video, 

doing puzzles etc. 
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Classroom Assistants for (CGS)   
These individuals will be helping with the children while the lead catechists is 
demonstrating one of the works in the atrium to other children. They will read to them, 
light candles if needed etc.   

 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

(CGS) 

 

Material Prep for CGS 
These individuals will help with items needed for the atrium. We need individuals that 

can make items out of wood, sew, paint etc. 
 

 

 

For more information on helping with CGS contact the parish Director of 
Religious Education 

Monica Perry at (701) 839-7076 or drestjohn@srt.com. 

 


