
Summer Reading 2022

Eighth Grade Literature

Dear Future Eighth Grader,

I hope you find Animal Farm to be an engaging and interesting read. While there are many

historical connections to be made, I don’t want you to worry too much about these when reading.

Rather, read for basic understanding and comprehension and try to consider what the goal of Animal

Farm was and why that goal ultimately fails (whoops, spoiler alert!).

The scrapbook is meant to be a fun and creative way for you to put together your thoughts on

the text. Your analysis of the text may not be perfect, and that is completely fine. All that I ask is that

you put in an honest effort on the assignment.

Please review the directions carefully and do your best to enjoy the assignments!

Assignment #1 : Animal Farm by George Orwell

Please note that this assignment is due on the first day of school. It will be counted as a grade for the

first trimester.

1. Read the following summary:

The animals at the Manor Farm are tired of humans - the only animals who do not

produce something useful - running the show. Old Major, a prize winning boar, calls the

animals together and suggests they form their own farm with no humans oppressing them.

This new “Animal Farm” seems like a good idea at first, but it soon leads to all kinds of

misfortune and terror.

First published in 1945, Animal Farm makes many connections to the rise of

Communism and the Russian Revolution. Do not be overly concerned with making

connections to these historical events, as we will cover this information together in class.

Instead, as you read, consider these essential questions:

● What was the original plan for Animal Farm?

● When did this plan begin to fall apart?

● What role do the pigs play in the failure of Animal Farm?

● Why were the other animals unsuccessful in stopping the pigs?

Please note that you do not need to write formal answers to these questions. These are just

here to get you thinking in the right direction. Good luck, and happy reading!



2. Read the book. Use sticky notes to mark important quotations (7 in all)

Write comments about that quotation on the sticky note. Mark the following quotations (I

would  recommend using different colors for each category):

a. At least 3 quotes that show a connection with our world today

i. How do the characters act similarly or differently from real people in our world?

b. At least 4 quotes that show the pigs taking power away from the other animals

i. Think about the role education/knowledge plays in this, as well as how the pigs

use fear to control the other animals

3. Create an Animal Farm Scrapbook

Your scrapbook may be assembled however you see fit (i.e. clipped together, wound together

with string, etc.) Be creative! The contents should be neatly handwritten or typed - again, be

creative in your design. The scrapbook should contain all of the following elements:

1. Cover Page  - 10 Points

Somewhere on the cover of your Scrapbook should be…

a. The Title of the Book

b. Name of the author

c. Your name

d. A Creative Background

i. Collage, drawing or other representation of what you think is the main

idea or message of the overall book

e. Your personal title for the scrapbook (i.e. “When Pigs Fly”)

2. Chapter Section Work -  30 pts.

For this part of your Scrapbook, we will break the book into three sections:

Section I: Chapters 1-4 Section II: Chapters 5-7 Section III: Chapters 8-10

For EACH of the above three sections of the text, complete the following. Each section

of chapters should be about 1-2 pages in your Scrapbook containing the following

elements.  Again, all work should be neatly handwritten or typed.

a. Write the number of the chapters for this section (i.e. “Section I:

Chapters 1-4”) as the title for the page.

b. Underneath the title, write a 4-7 sentence summary of the plot for the

chapters included. Please do not plagiarize!

c. Next, include an item (picture, symbol, replica, or drawing) that is

particularly important to that section. Please exclude weapons.

d. Below the item, copy a passage (direct quote) from the text relating to

the item, including the page number of the quote in parenthesis.

e. After the quote, write a one sentence explanation of the significance or

importance of the item in your own words in the section underneath the

passage.



i. Think: Why is this item key to understanding what happens in these

chapters?

f. Finally, copy the most significant passage from that section. Include the

full quote/passage and page number for reference. You may be asked to

discuss/explain the quote in class, but no explanation is needed in the

scrapbook.

TOTAL Potential Points for Scrapbook: 40

Bring a copy of Animal Farm, your scrapbook, and sticky notes with you to class on the first day of

school.

Assignment #2: Free Choice Read

Select any age and reading-level appropriate book to read independently. Choose a book that interests

you! After reading, compose a typed 1-2 paragraph summary of the text, and be prepared to discuss

the book in class. Please note that age and grade-level appropriate graphic novels are

permitted for the free choice reading.

Please print out your summary and bring it with you on the first day of school.

Have a great summer. I look forward to working with you in the Fall!

God Bless,

Mr. Peloquin


