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WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?
EPISODE 1

Mark 8:27-30  He [Jesus] asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” They said in 
reply, “John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Peter said to him in reply, “You are the Messiah.”

CCC 1  At every time and in every place, God draws close to man. He calls man to seek him, to 
know him, to love him with all his strength. He calls together all men, scattered and divided by 
sin, into the unity of his family, the Church.
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Who is Jesus? Jesus takes his disciples to Caesarea Philippi, a place riddled with 
images of pagan gods and idols. It is important that Jesus brings them to this place that 
elicits many images of gods. Jesus asks the disciples who people think he is. There are 
all kinds of various answers, but the significant question is whether or not they know 
who Jesus is. This is significant because Jesus will depart from Caesarea Philippi and 
begin his journey to Jerusalem, which will end with his death. It is imperative that the 
disciples know who he is before they begin their grueling journey.

“Being a christian 
is not the result of 

an ethical choice 
or a lofty idea, but 
the encounter with 
an event, a person, 

which gives life a new 
horizon and a decisive 

direction.” 

- P O P E  B E N E D I C T  X V I -

Ph
ot

o 
By

 T
ad

eu
sz

 G
ór

ny
, v

ia
 W

ik
im

ed
ia

 C
om

m
on

s

1. What does today’s world think 
of Jesus? Who would you say the 
world thinks Jesus is? 

2. Jesus told them not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah 
because their image of the Messiah 
and who the Messiah actually is 
were very different. What kind of 
God do you think the “world” is 
looking for?

3. Who do you say Jesus is? How 
has your image of Christ changed 
over the years? 

D I S C U S S I O N
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Take some time when you are not 
distracted, when you have a few 
minutes, and ask God to reveal to 
you the difference between who 
you think he is and who he is. Ask 
God to place on your heart what 
it means that he is the Christ, that 
he is your Christ, that he is close to 
you and that he has rescued you. 
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