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SIN & MERCY
EPISODE 4

LUKE 7:47-50  “So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has shown great love. But the one 
to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” The others at table said to them-
selves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” But he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

MARK 1:15 This is the time of fulfillment, the Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the Gospel.

CCC 1431  Interior repentance is a radical reorientation of our whole life, a return, a conversion to God with all 
our heart, an end of sin, a turning away from evil, with repugnance toward the evil actions we have committed. 
At the same time it entails the desire and resolution to change one’s life, with hope in God’s mercy and trust in 
the help of his grace. 
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 It is important to take sin seriously because Jesus takes sin seriously. Sin wounds the heart of Christ, 
offends God, and wreaks havoc on human relationships. However, sin is not a stumbling block for 
God’s love. In fact, perhaps it is the opposite. God has mercy and compassion towards sinners. In the 
Scriptures, it says that Jesus came for the sinner, the sick and the broken. Too often people believe 
that God could not possibly love or forgive them. But God is more powerful than sin. Jesus came to 
earth to break the power of sin and death and to set sinners free. Since Jesus came for sinners, it is 
important to identify personal sin and to realize that Jesus comes to rescue us from that sin. 

1. We live in a culture that has largely lost 
any sense of sin. How would you define sin to 
someone who does not believe?

2. An interesting thing happens as we get 
closer to Jesus: we become more aware of 
our sin. The more light there is in our lives, 
the more we are able to see the darkness. 
However, we are not discouraged because 
we have been forgiven much. Recall times 
in your life when you experienced being 
forgiven. 

3. We have all sinned, but this is not what 
defines us. Rather, what gives us our identity 
is how we are created in God’s image and 
likeness. What are other things that we are 
tempted to let define our worth? 

D I S C U S S I O N
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Grant us the grace to 
recognize our sin, not to 
judge or condemn ourselves, 
but so we might know your 
love and mercy. St. John 
says, “God is light and in 
him there is no darkness.” 
Take a few minutes and 
pray that you would be 
overshadowed by God’s 
healing, illuminating light.

R E F L E C T I O N

"We must trust in the 
mighty power of god's 

mercy. we are all 
sinners, but his grace 

transforms us and 
makes us new."
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