
 of 1 2 June 2022

Funeral Guidelines and Mass/Service Information 

 The following information is provided to help the family and friends of the deceased 
make the most suitable and helpful arrangements. 

• Funeral Masses and Services are scheduled for Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
beginning at 11:00 am.  The pastor will typically officiate, but may not always be 
available.  In such a situation another priest will preside at a Mass; a deacon at a 
Service. 

• In-state, for viewing, begins 30 minutes beforehand at 10:30 am in a designated 
location within the Gathering Space; it is the family decision if a casket is open, or 
closed.  Cremains may be similarly placed, but may also be placed directly in the 
church.  A procession will typically accompany a casket from the Gathering Space into 
the church with immediate family.  Cremains are typically in place in the church to 
begin. 

• Picture boards are welcome to be placed in the Gathering Space.  OLV has easels to 
place them on. 

• Eulogies are not allowed during the Funeral Mass, or Service.  If you are having a Vigil 
Service they are most appropriate there, or at a gathering following. 

• The Parish Music Director will provide the organist and cantor for the music in church. 

Questions on cremation? 

 With regard to cremation, while Catholic teaching continues to stress the preference 
for burial or entombment of the body of the deceased, cremation is permitted.  The church, 
though, clearly prefers that the body of the deceased be present for the funeral rites and 
that cremation take place after the funeral liturgy. 

 Should, however, the body be cremated before the Funeral Mass, or Service, the 
Order of Christian Funerals, No. 417, clearly states that an appropriate, worthy container such 
as a classic urn is proper for the cremated remains.  The remains are to be properly buried in 
a cemetery or a columbarium (a permanent place of reposition intended specifically for 
cremated remains).  The practice of scattering cremated remains on the seas, or on the 
ground, keeping them in the home, or dividing them among people, or places is not the 
reverent disposition that the Church embraces.  If a container is needed, OLV has one which 
can be used for the Liturgy. 



 of 2 2 June 2022

Funeral Guidelines and Mass Information 

 Please refer to “Funeral Liturgy Planning Forms” for specifics on planning the Funeral 
Liturgy (Mass, or Service) with regard to music, readings and family participation, but the 
following is a basic outline.  We hope it is helpful: 

• Music: Music chosen for the Funeral Liturgy should be Christian Liturgical Music (hymns 
or psalms). 

• Placing of the Pall (n/a if cremation): At the beginning of the liturgy the pall (a white 
cloth) is draped over the casket as a reminder of the white garment the deceased 
received on the day of baptism.  Family, or friends typically do so.   

• Scripture Readings: The family may choose the Scripture readings from those listed on 
the website, or in the booklet “Through Death to Life” available at the Parish Office.  A 
family member, or friend is welcome and encouraged to read them.  This would include 
the Old and New Testament readings.  The Deacon, or Priest, will always read the 
Gospel.   

• Prayer of the Faithful:  Three options are available to select from.  A family member or 
friend is welcome to read them. 

• Presentation of the Gifts (n/a if a Service):  Family and/or friends may be designated to 
present the gifts of bread and wine.  While there are usually only three items to be 
presented, any number of persons may participate in the presentation. 

• Distribution of Communion (n/a if a Service): Communion is distributed under the form 
of bread only.  If there is a Eucharistic minister among the family and friends of the 
deceased who wishes to exercise this ministry at the Funeral Mass please let us know 
when planning.  

• Signing of the Book:  An OLV tradition is for a family member, or friend, to write the 
name of the deceased into a special book of prayer.  They will be called forth to do so. 

• Recessional:  Family and guests follow the casket out of the church.  If Cremains, a 
family member, or friend, is asked to carry the cremains out of the church. 

• Eulogy:  In accordance with the directives from Archbishop Vigneron, eulogies are not 
a part of the Funeral Liturgy.  Family, or friends should consider such a testimony, or 
sharing of memories at the funeral home at the conclusion of visitation (or the end of 
the Vigil Service).  Another appropriate place is at the memorial luncheon, or gathering 
that often follows the funeral.

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/6384/documents/2022/5/FuneralFormsPacket2022.pdf

