


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week  

In Loving Memory of 

MARY & JOHN JENNERJAHN 

2017 Cardinal’s 

Annual Appeal  

PLEDGE TODAY! 

 Cardinal Dolan recently sent you a letter asking 

you to support the Appeal.  Your gift to the Appeal 

helps to strengthen the following ministries and 

services in the Archdiocese: 

 Financial support for Needy Parishes & Schools 

 Academic & Spiritual Formation of Children in 

Religious Education 

 Works of Charity 

 Support for Retired Priests & Religious 

 Preparing Men for the Priesthood 

 Please put our Parish number —#130 on your 

gift.  You can also make your gift online at 

www.cardinalsappeal.org 

 May God bless your for your generosity. 

dear Padre 
Why aren’t heaven’s gates open to 
all of humanity? 

If God loves everyone, why aren’t all of 
us saved? 

When we picture heaven, we imagine a place where 
everyone is happy, loving, and at peace.  If this is 
perfect bliss, then why wouldn’t the Lord send 
everyone there?  It is certainly a loving attitude to 
desire that all of our friends, family, and community 
enjoy the victory of union with the Trinity.  When 
Jesus died and rose, He opened the door for all of 
humanity to enter eternal life.  If we want everyone 
to be saved, and God wants everyone to be saved, 
what could possibly keep a person outside Heaven’s 
Gates?   

 The answer lies in the very nature of God’s love 
for us.  God wants us to choose salvation freely.  
While a person who loves God and willingly obeys 
His commands will find the kingdom blissful, a 
person choosing pride or selfishness would not.  
Would heaven really be paradise if people could 
choose to be bullies, murderers, or liars?  If I reject 
God’s love because I don’t want anyone telling me 
what to do, I would not freely submit myself to the 
Lord’s authority.  God has given us free will, and 
that means we are free to reject Him and His 
Kingdom.  For Heaven to be Heaven, everyone there 
must be submissive to God’s will and to each other.  
Jesus loves us too much to force us to accept His 
gift of eternal salvation. 

FR. MATEHEW BONK, CSSR 

Prayer For 
Missioners 
in America 

Heavenly Father, 
Bless those who minister to people and 
communities in need across America. 

Let the Light of Christ shine brightly in 
them, and may every person they serve 
come to know Jesus and grow in Faith. 

Amen. 

PARISH WITH THE BIG HEART 

Our Parish has been called the 

“Parish with the Big Heart!”  Over 

the past few weeks, our Parish 

Family has lived up to their name by 

responding generously in the 

following ways: 

 WINTER FOOD DRIVE:  In addition to a huge 

food donation, a donation of $1,400 was 

made to support the Bread of Life Food Pantry. 

 PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION:  $ 2,242 given to 

support the Holy Father’s works of charity. 

May the Lord bless you for your generosity 

and loving kindness! 



hearts and wills upon God.  We make it when 
we finish praying in order to seal and hold 
fast to the gifts we have received from God.  
In temptations, we sign ourselves to be 
strengthened; in dangers, to be protected.  
The Cross is signed upon us in blessings so 
that the fullness of God’s life may flow into 
all parts of our life, to bring us joy, 
fulfillment and peace. 

 Think of these things when you make 
the Sign of the Cross, taking time, thinking 
what you are doing.  Let it take in your 
whole beingbody, soul, mind, will, 

thoughts, feelings, your doing and your not 
doing.  Remember that in signing yourself 

with the Cross, your whole being is consecrated 
and strengthened with the strength of 
Christ, in the Name of the Triune God.” 

  Sincerely in Christ, 
  Msgr. Douglas J. Mathers 

AIM FOR  

PERFECT FAITH 
If you were perfectly certain that God 

was with you in all things, think how 

differently you would respond to 

temptation, difficulty, or hardships in 

life.  If you were convinced that God’s 

present in all that happens to you and that He uses it for 

your good, your stress and worries would disappear.  That 

is Perfect Faith, a Faith that can be yours.  Here’s how. 

BELIEVE IN GOD’S LOVE.  God is love, so, by believing 

in God you believe in His love.  If God loves you, then 

you know God’s will is always for your good. 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives our fear 

because fear has to do with punishment, and so one who 

fears is not yet perfect in love”  (1 John 4:18).  Perfect Faith 

comes from firmly believing in God’s love for you. 

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT.  If you don’t just hear 

God’s Word but also live it, you grow in Perfect Faith.  So, 

living the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes and Jesus’ 

Great Commandment of Love (Love God and  love your 

neighbor), makes you conscious of God’s presence and 

purpose in your life.  This helps you trust God and have 

Perfect Faith in Him. 

Aim high.  Follow Jesus every day not with ordinary but 

with Perfect Faith. 

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 

When each of us receives the gift 
of faith at Baptism, the Sign of the 
Cross is made on our forehead.  As 
we grow in our Baptismal Faith, 

the Sign of the Cross continues to be an 
important part of our Sacramental Life in the 
Church.  For instance, at every Mass we are 
blessed with the Sign of the Cross; in the 
Sacrament of Penance, when our sins are 
forgiven, a Sign of the Cross is made; and , in 
the Sacrament of the Sick, we are anointed 
with the Sign of the Cross. 

 The Sign of the Cross reminds us of the 
precious life of the Holy Trinity that dwells 
within us and is the true source of our life.  
This Divine Life isn’t reserved for sacramental 
occasions, its always with us.  An easy way 
to remember and participate in this great 
truth is to make the Sign of the Cross a 
constant, daily part of your life of faith. 

 The Sign of the Cross can help nourish 
and strengthen your faith.  That is, if you 
think about what you’re doing and reflect on 
the extraordinary meaning of this familiar 
gesture. 

 The great spiritual writer, Fr. Romano 

Guardini, had this in mind when he wrote a 
meditation entitled, “Make a Real Sign Of 
The Cross.”   

 I print this mediation below, in the hope 
that it will help you place your life under the 
Sign of the Cross. 

 “When we cross ourselves, let it be with a 
real Sign of the Cross.  Instead of a small 
cramped gesture that gives no notion of its 
meaning, let us make a large, unhurried sign
from forehead to chest, from shoulder to 

shoulderconsciously feeling how the Sign 

of the Cross includes the whole of usour 

thoughts, our attitudes, our body and soul, 
every part of us at onceall consecrated and 

sanctified by the Sign of the Cross. 

 The Sign of the Cross does this because it 
is the sign of the universe and the sign of our 
redemption.  On the Cross, Christ redeemed 
humanity.  By the Cross He sanctifies us to 
the last shred and fiber of our being.  We make 
the Sign of the Cross before we pray to collect 
and compose ourselves, and fix our minds and  



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2017  
 5:30pm +Mary Rinaldo (Vigil for Sunday) 

SEVENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2017 
 7:30am   For Our Parishioners 
 9:00am +Mary D’Angelo 
 10:30am +David Zuck 
 12:00pm   Living & Deceased Members of the Aufiero Family 
 5:30pm +Marie Louise Andrei 

PREDIDENT’S DAYHOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2017 

  7:00am   NO MASS 
   8:15am +John W. Kelliher 
 12:10pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 
  5:30pm   NO MASS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2017ST. PETER DAMIEN 
   7:00am +George Macaranai 
   8:15am +Concetta Vasile 
 12:10pm +Ethel Talabovich 
  5:30pm   In Thanksgiving 

THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER THE APOSTLE 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2017 

   7:00am   Intentions of Mia Rose Young 
   8:15am +Gail R. Schipski 
 12:10pm +Concetta Vasile 
  5:30pm +Marie Louise Andrei 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2017  ST. POLYCARP 

   7:00am +Margo & Douglas Coldwell 
   8:15am   Intentions of Rev. Bernward Weiss 
 12:10pm +Sophie Constantine 
  5:30pm   Intentions of Fotini Livanos 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2017 
   7:00am +Elena & Frances Baldeon 
   8:15am   For the New Administration 
 12:10pm +Eugenio & Sergia Alos 
  5:30pm +Ted Brunner 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2017 
   8:15am +Catherine Melrose 

 12:10pm +Alfred Pati 
 5:30pm +Marie Louise Andrei (Vigil for Sunday) 

IF YOU ARE 
GOING TO A  
HOSPITAL 

 Before you check into a hospital or 

have an outpatient procedure, we 

encourage you to see a Priest here in 

our parish and receive the Sacraments 

that can help you. 

 Just speak to a Priest after Mass, or 

call the Rectory and we will be happy 

to arrange to hear your Confession, 

Anoint you with the Sacrament of the 

Sick, and give you Holy Communion, to 

help you through this spiritually 

challenging time. 

Parish Donations 

—Tax Records 
 If any parishioner would like a copy of the 

record of their donations to our Parish for 2016 

for tax purposes, please call the Parish Office at 

212.753.8418. 

 These letters are not sent automatically.  They 

will only be sent in response to a specific request. 

 When making this request, it is important to 

tell the Office your envelope number.   

 Your ongoing support of our Parish is deeply 

appreciated. 

2017 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME        $8,411 

2016 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           $6,321 

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND, 

ROBERT ELGORT, MARY GOLDSTEIN 

FOR OUR DECEASED:  KATHY CROSBY, MARIE PUCCI 

Please call the Parish House to have someone’s name placed on this 
list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 


