


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp near our 

Tabernacle burns this week in  

Loving Memory of  

MARY & JOHN JENNERJAHN 

2017 Cardinal’s Annual Appeal  

“We’re On The Way” 

 During this past week, members of our 
Parish Family contributed more gifts to the 
Cardinal’s Appeal, making our Parish total 
$95,000.  We’re on the way, but still have far 
to go reach our Parish goal. 

 Knowing that your gift supports and 
strengthens important ministries and 
charitable works throughout the New York 
Archdiocese, won’t you please join your fellow 
parishioners and make a gift to the Appeal 
today? 

 You can make your gift online at 
www.cardinalsappeal.org, or drop it off at the 
Parish House.  Please put our Parish Number 
#130 on all gifts to the Appeal. 

Food for Thought 

“Everything that God 

wanted to tell us about 
Himself and about His love 

He placed in the Heart of 

Jesus, and by means of that 
Heart we read the Eternal 

Divine Plan of the world’s Salvation.   

It is a plan of love.” 

—St. John Paul II 

Profiting 
from 

Spiritual 

Reading 

B efore beginning, ask God to enlighten your 

mind while you read.  In spiritual reading 

God speaks to you and therefore you must pray 

to God in the words of Samuel:  “Speak, Lord, 

for your servant is listening.” 

 When you receive any special insight in reading, 

or any instruction that penetrates your heart, 

stop and raise your mind to God by making a 

good resolution or a good act or a fervent prayer.   

 Sometimes it may happen that you draw 

more benefit from reading a single verse than 

from reading an entire page.  

 Finally, at the end of the reading select some 

thought or feeling inspired by what you have read, 

and carry it with you throughout the day as you 

would carry a flower from a beautiful garden. 

—St. Alphonsus Liguori ... 



My Dear Parishioners, 

 Call it sin. Call it wrongdoing.  Call it failings, transgressions, or brokenness.  It goes by 
many names, but it always has the same effect in your life.  Namely, it diminishes and destroys 
your human dignity.  Sin separates you from God, from those you love, and from yourself. 

 The knowledge that things aren’t right in your life because you’ve sinned and acted 
wrongly is a tremendous burden.  You can’t undo what you’ve done, but you yearn for 
relief from the consequences of sin.  You want a fresh start, a new beginning, an end to 
guilt, and, most of all, you want your sins forgiven. 

 All this and more is what God gives you in the Sacrament of Penance or Confession.  
In Confession, you personally experience the amazing salvation that Jesus won for the 
whole human race by His sacrificial death on Calvary.  When you confess your sins, you 
receive God’s absolute forgiveness.  In this incredible Sacrament you also receive the grace 
to live your life in a new and better way. 

 Lent is a time to recall and rejoice in the fact that Jesus “bore our sins in His Body 
on the Cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness” or for God (1 Peter 2:24).  
Can you imagine what it’s like to live a life that’s free from sin? 

 Pope Francis invites you to experience a life free from sin right now, by meeting 
Jesus in Confession.  In a homily about Confession at the Santa Marta Residence, the Pope said: 

 “Look to your sins.  We are all sinners, all of us.  This is the starting point.  But if 
we confess our sins, He is faithful.  He is so just [that] He forgives us our sins.” 

 “Confession is not like going to the dry cleaners or cleaning the dirt from our 
clothes,” he said.  “Jesus in Confession is not a dry cleaner:  it is an encounter with 
Jesus, but with the Jesus Who waits for us, Who waits for us just as we are.” 

 “We are often ashamed to tell the truth,” the Pope acknowledged.  We say, “But, 
Lord, look… this is how I am… I did this, I thought this.”  But shame, he emphasized, 
“is a true Christian virtue, a virtue of the humble, of the man and the woman who 
are humble.” 

 “We must have trust,” Pope Francis said, “because when we sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.  He supports us before the 
Father and defends us in our weakness.” 

 “Is going to Confession like going to a torture session?” asks the Pope.  “No!  It is 
going to praise God, because I, a sinner, have been saved by Him.  And is He 
waiting for me to beat me?  No, with tenderness, He is waiting to forgive me.  And 
if tomorrow I do the same?  Go again, and go and go and go.” 

 “The Lord is tender towards those who come to Him, and with tenderness He 
always understands us… This is what happens in the Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession).” 

  Sincerely in Christ, 
  Monsignor Douglas J. Mathers 

FROM THE DESK OF MONSIGNOR MATHERS 



SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2017  
 5:30pm +Marie Louise Andrei (Vigil for Sunday) 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2017 
 7:30am +Mary & John Jennerjahn 
 9:00am   For Our Parishioners 
 10:30am +Marge Garritano 
 12:00pm   Living & Deceased Members of the Aufiero Family 
 5:30pm   Intentions of the Jove Family and St. Joseph 

SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH, 
SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2017 

   7:00am +Marie Louise Andrei 
   8:15am +Angel Luis Medina 
 12:10pm +Jengo Smith 
  5:30pm   Intentions of John Joseph Bucko, 80th Birthday 

TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017 
   7:00am +John W. Kelliher 
   8:15am +Thomas Mc Carney 
 12:10pm +Concetta Vasile 
  5:30pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 

   7:00am +Ethel Talabovich 
   8:15am   Intentions of Molly Clarke, Healing 
 12:10pm +Aldo Portolano 
  5:30pm +Marie Louise Andrei 

THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2017  ST. TURBIUS OF MOGROVEJO 

   7:00am +John Spiteri 
   8:15am +Concetta Vasile 
 12:10pm   Living & Deceased Members of the Family Life/ 
    Respect Life Family 
  5:30pm +John W. Kelliher 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2017 
   7:00am +Elena & Frances Baldeon 
   8:15am +Margo & Douglas Coldwell 
 12:10pm +Nick Lippis 
  5:30pm +Gail R. Schipski 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2017 
   8:15am +Mary Germaine Theriault 
 12:10pm +Michael Lynch 
 5:30pm +Stephen Johnson (Vigil for Sunday) 

2017 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT                    $8,016 

2016 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT                       $7,102 

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND, 

ROBERT ELGORT, MARY GOLDSTEIN 

FOR OUR DECEASED:  KATHY CROSBY, MARIE PUCCI 

Please call the Parish House to have someone’s name placed on this 
list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 

dear Padre 
Why did Jesus have to die such a horrible death?  
Wasn’t there an easier way to redeem us? 

EVERY GOOD FRIDAY we are brought face to face 

with Jesus’ Crucifixion.  Many of us have seen 

violent and bloody depictions of Christ’s death and 

found them difficult to watch.  Since we serve an 
all-good, all-loving God, how could He allow this to 

happen to His Son?  Couldn’t God have forgiven us 
without this sacrifice? 

God is indeed a God of mercy, but we often forget 

that He is also a God of justice.  He can certainly 
forgive all our sins, but in the process He cannot 

(will not) deny the righteousness of justice.  We all 
yearn for justice.  We want to see the good 

rewarded and evil punished.  So God is very good, 
and the fact is, our sins are also very bad.  We 

deserve punishment, even death, for denying God 

and for hurting others.  If God were to condemn 
you, it would not be unfair.  You would be getting 

exactly what your sins deserve.  I am happy to say 
that is not where the story ends!  Jesus came to 

take our just punishment so that we could receive 

mercy and justice in their fullness.  Jesus reveals 
to us a God Who is just, merciful, and ready to 

suffer because He loves us even in our sins.  Praise 
His name forever! 

                   —Fr. Matthew Bonk, CSsR 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH 

Well-loved Carpenter of Nazareth, 

by the work of your hands you 

shared in the work of he Creator, 

you earned your living, and provided 

for the needs of the Holy Family. 

Intercede for all workers, especially for the unemployed, 

and the under-employed, so that through the guidance 

of God, they may use their strength and talents to make 

God’s new creation visible, to offer loving serve to 

society, and to earn wages worthy of their efforts. 

With confidence and trust we make this prayer through 

Jesus.  AMEN. 


