


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week  

In Loving Memory of  

MARY & JOHN JENNERJAHN 

RECONCILIATION 

MONDAY 

DECEMBER 18
TH

 
Come home to the Father’s Mercy.   

Be reconciled to God through  

the ministry of His Church. 

CONFESSIONS WILL BE 

HEARD AT OUR PARISH  

11:30AM TO 12:00 NOON 

AND CONTINUOUSLY FROM 

4:00PM TO 8:00PM 

The Psalms 
Pathways to Prayer 

Learn how the Psalms can nourish  
your prayer life and your relationship with God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Faith Formation Lecture 

By      Msgr. Douglas J. Mathers 

 

Tuesday, December 12th 
7:00pm in the Parish House 

Thank you  
Dear Generous Parishioners, 

 Thank you for your donations last 
weekend to the Holy Family Hospital 
of Bethlehem, a maternity and neo-
natal hospital operated by the Order of Malta.  
Through your generosity, more than $3,700 was 
raised.  This provides the hospital with much 
needed funding, and makes possible the delivery 
of “14” babies at Holy Family Hospital.  In this 
season when we look forward to the birth of 
Jesus, what a beautiful gift of peace to mothers, 
babies, and families in a hospital that’s just 500 
yards form Jesus’ birthplace. 

 Much gratitude to each and every one of you, 
and to your Pastor, Msgr. Douglas Mathers, who is 
a Chaplain of the Order of Malta. 

 Perhaps the most important role of Holy 
Family Hospital is to be a beacon of hope and an 
instrument of peace between Christians and 
Muslims in a region of historical conflict. 

Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem is a primary 
work of the Order of Malta, a 900 year old lay 
religious order in the Church that cares for the 
sick and the poor at home and abroad. 

A Blessed Advent to All, Gratefully, 
Ellen Shafer (Parishioner and Dame of Malta) 

AN ADVENT PRAYER 
Dear “God Who Comes”,  

Free me from verbal and material clutter, so I can 
be fully aware of Your presence with me. 

Let me do the dishes, but not be hassled by them. 

Let me do my work, but not be overwhelmed by it. 

Let me be different in Advent. 

Let me be the person I want to be all the time. 

Let me be the person You created me to be. 

Let me be a person who knows less is more, and 
that all I need is You.  Amen. 



“GOD COMES” 
 
 
 

A t the beginning of a new Church Year, the liturgy 
invites the Church to renew her proclamation to all the 

peoples and sums it up in two words ‘God comes.’ These 
words, so concise, contain an ever new evocative power. 

 Let us pause a moment to reflect:  it is not used in the 
past tenseGod has come, nor in the futureGod will come, 
but in the present‘God comes.’  At a closer look, this is a 
continuous present, that is, an ever-continuous action:  it happened, it is 
happening now and it will happen again.  In whichever moment, ‘God comes.’  The 
verb ‘to come’ appears here as a theological verb since it says something about 
God’s very nature.  Proclaiming that ‘God comes’  is equivalent, therefore, to 
announcing God Himself, through one of His essential and qualifying features:  
His being the God-Who-Comes. 

 Advent calls all members of the Church to become aware of this truth and to 
act accordingly.  It rings out as a salutary appeal in the days, weeks, and months 
that says:  Awaken!  Remember that God comes!  Not yesterday, not tomorrow, 
but today, now! 

 The one true God, ‘the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,’ is not a God who is 
in Heaven, unconcerned with us and our history, but He is the God-Who-Comes.  
He is a Father Who never stops thinking of us and, in the extreme respect of our 
freedom, desires to meet us and visit us:  He wants to come to dwell among us, to 
stay with us.  His ’coming’ is motivated by the desire to free us from evil and 
death, from all that prevents our true happiness.  God comes to save us. 

 The Fathers of the Church observe that the ‘coming’ of Godcontinuous and, 
as it were, co-natural with His very beingis centered on the two principal 
comings of Christ:  His Incarnation and His Glorious Return at the end of time.  
The Advent Season lives the whole of this truth. 

 In the first days of Advent, the accent falls on the expectation of the Lord’s 
Final Coming.  Then, as Christmas approaches, the dominant note instead is on 
the commemoration of the event at Bethlehem, so that we may recognize it as the 
‘fullness of time.’  Between these two ‘manifested’ comings it is possible to identify 
a third, which St. Bernard calls ‘intermediate’ and ‘hidden,’ and which occurs in 
the souls of believers and, as it were, builds a ‘bridge’ between the first and the 
last coming. 

 How will God come into your life this Advent? 

Pope Benedict XVI…. 



2017 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                           $7,645 

2016 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                              $6,594 

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2017  
 5:30pm +Deceased Members of the Keleher & Hackett Families 
    (Vigil for Sunday) 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017 
 7:30am +Julia Valdivia 
 9:00am   For Our Parishioners 
 10:30am +Cristina Valdivia 
 12:00pm +John Johnson 
 5:30pm +Elio Rinaldi 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2017  ST. DAMASUS I 

  7:00am +Marie Louise Andrei 
   8:15am +John W. Kelliher 
 12:10pm +Dorothy Minihan 
  5:30pm +Andrea Saccone 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2017 
   7:00am +Margo & Douglas Coldwell 
   8:15am +Michael Fein 
 12:10pm +Elizabeth Condon 
 5:30pm +Maria Valdivia 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2017  ST. LUCY 

   7:00am +Gail R. Schipski 
   8:15am +Richard M. Cashin 
 12:10pm    Intentions of Alice Borg 
  5:30pm +The Tenace Family 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017  ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 

   7:00am +Ellen Hernon 
   8:15am +Dominick DiMaio 
 12:10pm +Robert Asman 
  5:30pm   Intentions of Karla Scherer 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2017  
  7:00am +Ethel Talabovich 
   8:15am +Marie Germaine Theriault 
 12:10pm +Candida Shacon 
  5:30pm +Fred Perrotta 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2017   
   8:15am +Rose & Andrew Gull 
 12:10pm +Marie Louise Andrei 
  5:30pm +Robert Holz (Vigil for Sunday) 

FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI, ROBERT ELGORT, 

MARY GOLDSTEIN, RENEE SOMMERS 

FOR OUR DECEASED:  LOUIS KELLER, PAUL LOCHAK, 

REGINA RICCARDI, MARIE SALVAGGIO 

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 


