


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week  

In Loving Memory of  

MARY & JOHN JENNERJAHN 

SAVE THE DATE 
FOR 

RECONCILIATION MONDAY 

DECEMBER 17
TH

 
CONFESSIONS WILL BE HEARD  

CONTINUOUSLY FROM 

4:00PM TO 8:00PM 

OUR LADY OF  

GUADALUPE 

On December 9, 1531, an 
Indian peasant St. Juan Diego, 
saw a young woman, 
surrounded by light, on the 
slopes of the hill of Tepeyac 
near Mexico City.  The young 
woman asked for a church to 
be built there in her honor, and told him that 
she was the “true Mother of God.” 

 When St. Juan Diego told the local Bishop 
of Mary’s request, he asked Juan for a sign to 
prove the young woman was truly the Virgin 
Mary.  A few days later, Mary again appeared to 
Juan and asked him to gather roses from the 
hill.  It was winter and no flowers bloomed, but 
on the hilltop Juan indeed found roses, and the 
Virgin herself arranged them in his tilma, or 
peasant cloak.  Mary tied the corners of the 
tilma behind Juan’s neck so the roses would not 
spill and assured him that the Bishop would 
believe all that he would tell him. 

 St. Juan Diego returned to the Bishop and 
when he opened his cloak, the roses spilled out.  
But more than roses, Mary had impressed her 
glorious image on the front of Juan’s tilma.  
Today Juan’s tilma is on display in Mexico City’s 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

 At Guadalupe, Mary revealed herself as our 
Holy Mother, who encouraged an end to strife and 
cruelty, while promising peace and maternal love, 
and joining people of all races together as her 
beloved children. 

 The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
December 12th.  Under this title, Mary is the 
Patroness of the Americas and the Unborn.  

Thank you  
Dear Generous Parishioners, 

 Thank you for your donations last 
weekend to the Holy Family Hospital 
of Bethlehem, a maternity and neo-
natal hospital operated by the Order of Malta.  
Through your generosity, more than $4,300 was 
raised.  This provides the hospital with much 
needed funding, and makes possible the delivery 
of “18” babies at Holy Family Hospital.  In this 
season when we look forward to the birth of 
Jesus, what a beautiful gift of peace to mothers, 
babies, and families in a hospital that’s just 500 
yards from Jesus’ birthplace. 

 Much gratitude to each and every one of you, 
and to your Pastor, Msgr. Douglas Mathers, who is 
a Chaplain of the Order of Malta. 

 Perhaps the most important role of Holy Family 
Hospital is to be a beacon of hope, an oasis of life, 
and an instrument of peace between Christians 
and Muslims in a region of historical conflict. 

Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem is a primary 
work of the Order of Malta, a 900 year old lay 
religious order in the Church that cares for the 
sick and the poor at home and abroad. 

 A Blessed Advent to All, Gratefully, 
Ellen Shafer (Parishioner and Dame of Malta) 

AN ADVENT PRAYER 
Dear “God Who Comes”,  

Free me from verbal and material clutter, so I can 
be fully aware of Your presence with me. 

Let me do the dishes, but not be hassled by them. 

Let me do my work, but not be overwhelmed by it. 

Let me be different in Advent. 

Let me be the person I want to be all the time. 

Let me be the person You created me to be. 

Let me be a person who knows less is more, and 
that all I need is You.  Amen. 



“GOD COMES” 
 
 
 

A t the beginning of a new Church Year, the liturgy 
invites the Church to renew her proclamation to all the 

peoples and sums it up in two words ‘God comes.’ These 
words, so concise, contain an ever new evocative power. 

 Let us pause a moment to reflect:  it is not used in the 
past tenseGod has come, nor in the futureGod will come, 
but in the present‘God comes.’  At a closer look, this is a 
continuous present, that is, an ever-continuous action:  it happened, it is 
happening now and it will happen again.  In whichever moment, ‘God comes.’  The 
verb ‘to come’ appears here as a theological verb since it says something about 
God’s very nature.  Proclaiming that ‘God comes’  is equivalent, therefore, to 
announcing God Himself, through one of His essential and qualifying features:  
His being the God-Who-Comes. 

 Advent calls all members of the Church to become aware of this truth and to 
act accordingly.  It rings out as a salutary appeal in the days, weeks, and months 
that says:  Awaken!  Remember that God comes!  Not yesterday, not tomorrow, 
but today, now! 

 The one true God, ‘the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,’ is not a God who is 
in Heaven, unconcerned with us and our history, but He is the God-Who-Comes.  
He is a Father Who never stops thinking of us and, in the extreme respect of our 
freedom, desires to meet us and visit us:  He wants to come to dwell among us, to 
stay with us.  His ’coming’ is motivated by the desire to free us from evil and 
death, from all that prevents our true happiness.  God comes to save us. 

 The Fathers of the Church observe that the ‘coming’ of Godcontinuous and, 
as it were, co-natural with His very beingis centered on the two principal 
comings of Christ:  His Incarnation and His Glorious Return at the end of time.  
The Advent Season lives the whole of this truth. 

 In the first days of Advent, the accent falls on the expectation of the Lord’s 
Final Coming.  Then, as Christmas approaches, the dominant note instead is on 
the commemoration of the event at Bethlehem, so that we may recognize it as the 
‘fullness of time.’  Between these two ‘manifested’ comings it is possible to identify 
a third, which St. Bernard calls ‘intermediate’ and ‘hidden,’ and which occurs in 
the souls of believers and, as it were, builds a ‘bridge’ between the first and the 
last coming. 

 How will God come into your life this Advent? 

Pope Benedict XVI…. 



SATURDAY, DECMEBER 8, 2018  
5:30pm  +Deceased Members of the Keleher & Hackett Families 
     (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018   
 7:30am   For Our Parishioners 
 9:00am +Violet I. A. DiMaio 
 10:30am +Dulcida & Raul Graniela 
 12:00pm +Kay Rice 
 5:30pm +Mary A. Guccione 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2018   
   7:00am +Julia Valdivia 
   8:15am + Cristina Valdivia 

 12:10pm +Marie Louise Andrei 
  5:30pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2018  ST. DAMASUS I 
   7:00am +John W. Kelliher 
   8:15am +Margo & Douglas Coldwell 
 12:10pm +Joyce Battaglini 
  5:30pm +Andrea Saccone 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2018   
  7:00am +John W. Kelliher 
   8:15am +Michael Fein 
 12:10pm +Marie Germaine Theriault 
  5:30pm +Maria Valdivia 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2018  ST. LUCY 

   7:00am +Gail R. Schipski 
   8:15am +Richard M. Cashin 
 12:10pm +Ethel Talabovich 
   5:30pm +Carolyn Roque 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2018 ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 

   7:00am +Ellen Hernon 
   8:15am +Dominick J. DiMaio 
 12:10pm +Liam Robinson 
 5:30pm +Aldo Portolano 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2018  
   8:15am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 12:10pm +Glenda Arnaiz 
 5:30pm +Gandolfo Rannazzies 
 

2018  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT           $5,784 

2017  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT             $7.645 

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND, 

MARY GOLDSTEIN 

FOR OUR DECEASED:  BISHOP ROBERT BRUCATO, ANDREW SIFF 

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 

dear Padre 
What do we really know about John the 
Baptist and how do we know it? 

Our knowledge of John the Baptist comes from a 
combination of Scripture and Church traditions 
that evolved during and after the writing of the 
New Testament. 

 John’s parents were Zechariah, a priest in the 
Jerusalem Temple, and Elizabeth, who was a 
cousin of Mary. The angel Gabriel told Zechariah 
that his wife would bear a son, even though she 
was quite old.  Gabriel also told Mary of her 
cousin’s pregnancy, and with generous love, she 
went to help Elizabeth.  The house of Zechariah 
and Elizabeth, where John was born, is in the 
region of Ain Karim, southwest of Jerusalem. 
During his early twenties, it is believed that he was 
a member of the Essene community, and he 
became a desert hermit. In his late twenties John 
began his public ministry in the Jordan River 
Valley. He followed a long line of Jewish prophets 
who preached against evils of the day, demanding 
inner repentance and outer baptism as a sign of 
that repentance.  

 John continued to preach in the Jordan Valley 
even after he encountered Jesus.  He “prepared 
the way” for Jesus by publicly announcing that He 
was the “Lamb of God,” the Promised Messiah.  
Because John denounced his illegitimate marriage, 
John was arrested by King Herod Antipas and 
imprisoned at Machaerus Fortress by the Dead Sea. 
He was beheaded at the request of Salome, daughter 
of Herodias. After John’s death, many of his disciples 
followed Jesus, including Andrew and John.   

 John, whose name means “God is gracious,” is 
usually represented in pictures holding a long 
slender cross with a small lamb partially hidden 
behind him. He is the patron of monastic life, 
people with epilepsy and other compulsive 
disorders, lambs, printers, blacksmiths, and tailors. 

—Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR... 


