


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week for 

ERIC & MARGIE JAVIER 

IN THANKSGIVING 

THE TRADITION 
OF THE 

CHRISTMAS CRIB 

Following a beautiful and 
firmly-rooted tradition, 

many families set up their Crib immediately 
after the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
as if to relive with Mary those days full of 
trepidation that preceded the Birth of Jesus.  
Putting up the crib at home can be a simple 
but effective way of presenting the Faith, and  
passing it on to one’s children.  The Crib helps 
us contemplate the mystery of God’s love 
that was revealed in the poverty and 
simplicity of the Bethlehem Grotto.  

Saint Francis of Assisi was so taken by the 
mystery of the Incarnation that he wanted to 
present it anew at Greccio in a living Nativity 
scene, which began the old, popular tradition 
that still retains its value for evangelization 
today.  Indeed, the Crib can help us 
understand the secret of the true Christmas 
because it speaks of the humility and 
merciful goodness of Christ, Who though He 
was rich made Himself poor  for us (2 Cor 8:9).  
His poverty enriches those who embrace it, 
and Christmas brings joy and peace to those 
who, like the shepherds in Bethlehem, accept 
the angel’s words:  Let this be a sign to you: 
in a manger you will find an Infant wrapped 
in swaddling clothes (Luke 2:12).  This is still 
the sign for us too, men and women of the 
third millennium.  This is no other Christmas. 

Pope Benedict XVI... 



MORE THAN THE MANGER 
 
 
 

C hristmas cards, Christmas parties, Christmas gifts, and the 
other “busyness” of December, make it easy to forget that 

Advent’s spiritual preparation is about more than the arrival of a 
baby in a manger.  In the early Church, all life pointed toward 
Jesus’ second coming, which Catholics expected to occur within their 
lifetime.  Not until the fourth century did the feast of the Nativity 
take root, and with it, a time of preparation for this Feast:  Advent, 
from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” 

Focusing on the last things or the end times is known as eschatology, and it shines a very 
different light on the Season of Advent.  The knowledge that Jesus will return to judge the 
world is a clarion call to each one of us.  It asks, for example, when you examine your daily 
life, how well does it reflect your commitment to Jesus?  How closely do your words and 
actions parallel those of Jesus? 

Reflecting on the last things helps you to discern if you're truly prepared to meet God right now, 
and if you’re truly living your faith or just going through the motions.  Admitting your own 
weakness calls you to act, to prepare...and to repent.  Repent is a word not often associated with 
Advent, but it’s implicit in the Scriptures you hear throughout the Advent Season. 

For example, John the Baptist proclaims:  “Be alert at all times, praying that you may 
have the strength … to stand before the Son of Man..”  (Luke 21:36). 

John the Baptist’s call  “Prepare the way of the Lord” echoes Jesus’ own preaching.  This 
preaching tells you to “stay awake” because the Kingdom of God is at hand for you.  In 
Advent, you pray  “O come, Emmanuel.”  Emmanuel means “God with us,” God here in our 
midst.  A disinterested God Who dwells in some distant Heaven can be forgotten, but a  
God Who dwells with you, a God within your heart, is harder to ignore. 

In the second part of Advent, take time to be still so you can hear the Lord speak to you in 
your heart.  Pray the “Advent Examination of Conscience” printed below.  Let it help you 
to stay awake and prepare right now to welcome Jesus, Who is “God with you”.  It’s also a 
good preparation for going to Confession on Reconciliation Monday, December 17th. 

AN ADVENT EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE 
“Stay awake, for you do not know when the Master will return.”  (Mark 13:35) Am I attentive 
to the voice and presence of Jesus in my everyday life?  What do I need to change my daily life 
to be ready for the Lord’s coming to me? 

“Prepare a way for the Lord, make straight His paths.”  (Mark 1:3)  Do I look for the Lord 
among the least and the lowly in the world?  How can I contribute some of my time, talent, or 
treasure to make their life a bit easier? 

“John the Baptist came to testify to the light.”  (John 1:6)  How does the light of Jesus shine 
into the world through me?  Do I have the courage to speak out against evil in the world? 

“The angel said to Mary, ‘The Holy Spirit shall be upon you.’ “  (Luke 1:35)  How do I honor the 
Holy Spirit given to me at my Baptism?  Do I pray daily and participate in the Sacraments? 



SATURDAY, DECMEBER 15, 2018  
5:30pm  +Gandolfo Rannazziesi (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018   
 7:30am +Rev. Bryan J. Dalton 
 9:00am +Mary D’Angelo 
 10:30am +Alphonso Proietti 
 12:00pm   Living & Deceased Members of the Aufiero Family 
 5:30pm +Fred Perrotta 

RECONCILIATION MONDAY 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2018   
   7:00am   For Our Parishioners 

   8:15am +Brian Martin 
 12:10pm +Marie Louise Andrei 
  5:30pm +John W. Kelliher 

4:00pm to 8:00pmConfessions heard continuously. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2018   
   7:00am   Intentions of Msgr. Douglas J. Mathers 
   8:15am   In Thanksgiving to Our Lady of Fatima & St. Eufemia 

 12:10pm +David Lindsay 
  5:30pm +Gail R. Schipski 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2018   
  7:00am +Margo & Douglas Coldwell 
   8:15am +Patrick McCormack 
 12:10pm +Ethel Talabovich 
  5:30pm +Maria Cynthia Bernardo 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2018   
   7:00am   Intentions of Rev. Wilfred Dodo 
   8:15am +John Jennerjahn 
 12:10pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 
   5:30pm   Intentions of Norah Lovett 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2018  ST. PETER CANISIUS 

   7:00am   Intentions of Msgr. Joseph Granato  
   8:15am +Michael Butler 
 12:10pm +Msgr. Charles Roselli 
 5:30pm +Lucille Choquette 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2018  
   8:15am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 12:10pm +Gail R. Schipski 
 5:30pm +Margaret Estler 
 

2018  SECONG SUNDAY OF ADVENT        $8,433 

2017  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT          $7.327 

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND, 

MARY GOLDSTEIN 

FOR OUR DECEASED:  BISHOP ROBERT BRUCATO, ANDREW SIFF 

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 

RECONCILIATION 

MONDAY 

DECEMBER 17
TH

 
CONFESSIONS WILL BE HEARD 

AT OUR PARISH  

11:30AM TO 12:00 NOON 

AND CONTINUOUSLY FROM 

4:00PM  8:00PM 

15 REASONS FOR ADVENT 
1. To refresh your memory of God’s 

saving promises. 

2. To remind you of your humanity. 

3. To restore your confidence in God 
and yourself. 

4. To rebuild your broken life. 

5. To re-create you in the Holy Spirit. 

6. To repair the damage of sin in your life. 

7. To reset your value system to a life-giving 
program. 

8. To retrace your experiences of Jesus’ love in this 
past year. 

9. To revive your flagging enthusiasm for your Faith. 

10. To reward you with God’s joy and hope. 

11. To reveal the Sun of heaven in the winter of your 

life. 

12. To replace your vices with virtues. 

13. To assure you in times of doubt. 

14. To recharge your faith. 

15. To reclaim you from despair and reconnect you 

with your sisters and brothers. 

 


