


MASS PRAYERS 

IN LATIN 

   HOLY, HOLY, HOLY & LAMB OF GOD 

SANCTUS, SANCTUS, SANCTUS 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus 

Dominus Deus Sabaoth 

Pleni sunt cæli et terra gloria tua. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini 

Hosanna in excelsis. 

AGNUS DEI 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

dona nobis pacem. 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week  

For the Living & Deceased Members of  

 THE BOCCHICCHIO FAMILY 

MARCH  
FOR LIFE  

in Washington, DC 
  Friday, January 18, 2019 

Join us on pilgrimage to Washington DC as 
we observe the tragic Anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade, the Supreme Court Decision that 
legalized abortion in the United States.  We 
gather with thousands from all over our 
nation for prayer and public witness so that 
people’s hearts and minds will be opened to 
the Gospel of Life and laws will be changed 
to reverence all human life.   

For further information and to register:  

CALL Sr. Virginia Joy  646.476.0931, 

OR EMAIL Sr.VIrginia.Joy@archny.org. 

The Work of 

CHRISTMAS 

When the song of the angels is stilled 
When the star in the sky is gone 

When the kings and princes are home 
When the shepherds are back  

with their flocks 

The work of CHRISTMAS begins: 
To find the lost 

To heal the broken 
To feed the hungry 

To release the prisoner 
To rebuild the nations 

To bring peace among people 
To make music in the heart! 

 THE STORY OF THE  
CANDY CANE 

According to legend, a candy maker 
wanted to invent a candy that 
expressed his faith in the Holy Child 

born on Christmas.  He chose the color white to 
symbolize Jesus’ purity and sinlessness. The candy 
he used was hard because Jesus is the Rock on 
which we build our lives.  Then he flavored it with 
peppermint to recall the spices the Wise Men 
brought as gifts to the Lord.  He wrapped a wide red 
stripe around his creation to represent the Blood 
that Jesus lovingly shed to save us from sin.  Next, 
since Jesus in the Son of God, he added three 
smaller red stripes for the Holy Trinity.  Finally, he 
bent the candy into the shape of a “J”, the first letter 
of Jesus’ Holy Name.  When the candy is turned 
upside down, it resembles a shepherd’s crook, 
reminding us that Jesus is our Good Shepherd.  Of 
course, the result of his efforts is the candy cane. 
 So, the next time you see a candy cane, don’t 
think it’s just a Christmas treat.  Remember how it 
speaks to you about the purity and love of Jesus, the 
Son of God, Who suffered and died for your sins, and 
Who is always your Good Shepherd and the 
foundation of your life.   



    From the Desk of Monsignor Mathers 
 

 
  

 My Dear Parishioners, 

 The “twelve days of Christmas” traditionally described the festive time that 
extends from the celebration of Christ’s birth on December 25th, to the Feast of the Epiphany on 
January 6th. 

 The English Christmas carol which celebrates these festive days, “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” is familiar to all of us.  What is surprising to learn, however, is that it originated not as a 
carol but as a “catechism song.” 

 Historians tell us that catechism songs were devised by English Catholics in the mid-16th 
Century as a means of transmitting doctrines of the Faith to their children.  This is because English 
law in that period prohibited Catholics from openly teaching or practicing their Faith. 

 The lyrics of a catechism song were symbols which conveyed both an obvious and an 
underlying meaning.  In this way, the words of a song would sound harmless and in compliance 
with the law, while secretly teaching the Catholic Faith. 

 With this in mind, historians tell us that “The Twelve Days of Christmas” presents symbolic 
word pictures of Catholic doctrine in the following way: 

 The speaker in the song is a believer, while the “True Love” is God.  The pattern of the song’s 
verses, with each verse adding a new gift that builds upon other gifts, reflects the way that God 
continually bestows new gifts upon us while constantly renewing every gift He previously gave us.  

 God’s first gift to the believer is a “Partridge in a Pear Tree.”  In English folklore, a mother 
partridge’s fierce protection of her defenseless young was a symbol of Christ, Who protected all 
people when they stood defenseless before Satan.  The pear tree stands for the tree in Paradise with 
its forbidden fruit, through which our first parents sinned, as well as the tree (Cross) of Calvary, by 
which original sin and all sin was forgiven. 

 “Two Turtle Doves” reflects the prescribed sacrificial offering made when Jesus was presented 
at the Jerusalem Temple, and it signifies how the Old Testament system of sacrificial offerings is 
now replaced by the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

 The choice beauty and rarity of “Three French Hens” recalls the gifts of the Magi — gold, 
frankincense and myrrh, together with the three theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity.  
“Four Calling Birds” symbolizes the sweet call of the four Gospels to follow Christ. 

 The life giving activity of “Six Geese A-Laying” stands for the six days in which God created 
and gave life to the world.  The pure, spiritual picture of “Seven Swans A-Swimming” represents 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord — the Seven Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit to the believer. 

 The milk in “Eight Maids A-Milking” provides vital nourishment for our physical life, just as 
Christ’s Eight Beatitudes vitally nourish our spiritual life.  “Nine Ladies Dancing” reflects the nine 
Psalms that express joy at being in God’s temple, a joy the believer always finds in Christ.  While 
“Ten Lords A-Leaping” recalls the leap of faith from pagan beliefs to the Ten Commandments. 

 “Eleven Pipers Piping” refers to the collective voice of the eleven disciples in proclaiming the 
Resurrection, Good News which, like the sound of bagpipes, cannot be ignored.  “Twelve Drummers 
Drumming” symbolizes the twelve essential points of Catholic belief expressed in the Apostle’s Creed. 

 What about the “Five Golden Rings”?  Their prominence in the song suggests that they stand 
for the believer’s Faith, which shines in the light of Christ, and, like a circle, finds it perfection in 
Him. 

 When we sing or listen to “The Twelve Days of Christmas” during the Christmas season, let’s 
not forget the great love of the Faith concealed in this popular carol. 

       Sincerely in Christ,   
      Monsignor Douglas J. Mathers 



SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2019  
5:30pm    In Thanksgiving (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019   
 7:30am   For Our Parishioners 
 9:00am   Intentions of Fotini Livanos 
 10:30am +Guido & Agnese Bettini 
 12:00pm   In Thanksgiving  
 5:30pm   Intentions of Marie Colwell, Healing 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2019  ST. RAYMOND OF PENYAFORT 

   7:00am +Cecelia Wiggins 

   8:15am +Vicenta Melendez 
 12:10pm   Living Members of the Ladies of Charity 
 5:30pm   Intentions of Maria Rosa Jove 

TUESDAY, JAUARY 8, 2019 
  7:00am +Michael Visconte 
   8:15am   Intentions of Deacon Joseph & Carol Solanto 
 12:10pm +Gemma Marchini 
  5:30pm +Richard J. Rund 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2019 

  7:00am   Intentions of Wendy & Benedict Sciortino 
   8:15am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 12:10pm   In Thanksgiving 
  5:30pm +John W. Kelliher 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2019 

   7:00am +Isabelle & Andrew Hernon 
   8:15am +Julia Valdivia 
 12:10pm   Intentions of Stella Puyat Sur 
   5:30pm +Cristina Valdivia 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11, 2019 

   7:00am +Gail R. Schipski 
   8:15am +Ethel Talabovich 
 12:10pm   In Thanksgiving 
 5:30pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019 
   8:15am +Michael Fein 
 12:10pm +Maria Valdivia 
 5:30pm +Minnie Mc Carthy (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 
 

2018  HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY                  $6,075  

2017  HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY                    N/A 

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND, 

MARY GOLDSTEIN 

FOR OUR DECEASED:  BISHOP ROBERT BRUCATO, ANDREW SIFF 

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS  
(A BETHLEHEM VERSION) 

On First Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  
 an infant asleep in the hay. 

On Second Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  

 two parents bles’t, and…  

On Third Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  

 three wise kings, … 

On Fourth Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  

 four chewing cows, … 

On Fifth Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  

 five full inns, … 

On Sixth Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  
 six donkeys braying, … 

On Seventh Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  
 seven camels strutting, ... 

On Eighth Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  

 eight shepherds kneeling, ... 

On Ninth Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  

 nine angels singing, … 

On Tenth Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  

 ten neighbors whisp’ring, ... 

On Eleventh Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  

 eleven sheep a-grazing, … 

On Twelfth Day of Christmas, my True Love gave to me:  
 twelve stars a-twinkling, … 

 


