


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

VANESSA BORG  

dear Padre 
What is the “gospel of prosperity?” 
I heard a televangelist say it’s the 
Lord’s will that all people have cars in 
the driveway and money in the bank. 

If there is a “gospel of prosperity,” St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, St. Luke, or St. John didn’t write it, and 
it isn’t about Jesus.  If anything, the Gospels can 
be called “Gospels of Poverty.” Jesus Himself was 
born in poverty. Had He wished to extol riches 
and prosperity, He could have been born into the 
lap of luxury. But Jesus chose the poverty of a 
stable and not well-to-do parents. 

Although the subject of riches and poverty 
appears in all the Gospels, St. Luke deals with it 
the most.  In St. Luke’s Gospel, Jesus  describes 
money and goods as dangerous to salvation.  
Although “nothing will be impossible with 
God” (1:37), he quotes Jesus’  image of a camel 
passing through the eye of a needle (18:25).  It’s 
easier for that to happen than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom.  Scary words. 

Yet, poverty itself is not hailed as good, nor are 
riches condemned in themselves.  It’s what 
wealth does to people—why they accumulate it. 
When you focus on riches and possessions, you 
risk turning away from God and growing deaf to 
the cries of the poor.  The Lord tells you possessions 
and wealth are to be shared, not hoarded.  

It sounds like the televangelist may have written 
the so-called “gospel of prosperity” himself,  
perhaps justifying his own gains.  I hope not, 
because getting rich off the message of Christ is 
also contrary to the Gospel. 
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            THE HABIT OF PRAYER 

W hat do I do each 

morning, in the first 

hour of my day?  

I usually read a biblical passage and reflect 

on it for a while. I pray the rosary and 

meditate on its mysteries. Sometimes I 

simply sit in the quiet and peace of the 

Lord’s presence. And at times I fall asleep 

for a few moments! 

There is no one particular hour each day 

that best suits everyone. The idea is to find 

the best hour—the one that fits your lifestyle, 

so that if you skip it you will miss it. 

Similarly, there is no particular place for 

prayer that best suits everyone. Some like 

to pray in the privacy of their home or 

apartment. Others prefer to pray outdoors. 

Still others opt for the prayerful 

environment of their parish church. 

The important thing is to pray each day. 

If you begin to set aside a definite time for 

prayer each, you soon learn that it influences 

the rest of your day. And you will want to 

continue that habit of prayer every day 

throughout the year. 

 An icon — a holy picture — can help you 

pray. The Greek word icon means “image,” 

a sacred image of Jesus, Mary or a saint 

that is painted in two dimensions on wood 

panels, usually with egg tempera paints. 

Here’s how you can use an icon or other 

sacred image to focus your prayer. 

 You want to be in a comfortable 

position and you want to be able to look 

into the image’s eyes. If you don’t hang the 

image on a wall, you might find an easel (or 

one of those hinged wooden stands used to 

display plates) to hold the image on a table. 

 Praying before an icon or a sacred 

image is a matter of looking deeply. Think  

of how deeply you look at the face of 

someone you love. You never tire of that 

face and you notice every detail: the way 

light and shadow fall across the nose and 

cheek, how the brow moves, the subtle 

changes of expression. Look at the sacred 

image this way, too. Such intense looking 

will center you in prayer, in the presence 

of the holy person depicted. You may want 

to light candles or incense before the 

sacred image, too. 

 Sometimes, you can pray during your 

ordinary daily activities.  For example, 

activities involving water.  When Jesus 

met the woman at the well, she asked 

Him: “Give me living water always.”  You 

can continue the prayer of the Samaritan 

woman, and like her, you can find Jesus at 

the edge of the waters that you encounter 

every day.  For example, pray this line 

from Psalm 51 before you get into the 

shower or wash your face or hands: “Wash 

me with fresh water, wash me bright as 

snow.”  Or use this line from Psalm 63 

whenever you take up a glass of 

something to drink: “God, my God, you I 

crave; my soul thirsts for you.”  Try this 

verse from Psalm 65 when you water the 

garden or your houseplants: “With softening 

rain you bless the land with growth.” If 

you’re sloshing around in puddles these 

days, pray this verse from Psalm 147: “God 

speaks, God breathes, the streams flow.” 

And if you’re surprised by a spring ice storm, 

here’s your prayer, also from Psalm 147: 

“The Lord hurls chunks of hail. Who can 

stand such cold?” 

Make up and write down a prayer giving 

God thanks for the gift of water or asking 

God’s protection from its dangers. 

 



SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2019  
 5:30pm +Mary M. Rose (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
SUNDAY, JULY 28, 2019   
 7:30am   For Our Parishioners 
 9:00am +Msgr. Charles Roselli 
 10:30am +Msgr. George A. Kelly & Family 
 12:00pm +Frank Sacco 
 5:30pm +Leigh Anne Dolce 

MONDAY, JULY 29, 2019  ST. MARTHA 

  7:00am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 8:15am +Francis Steven Valdivia 
 12:10pm +John W. Kelliher 
  5:30pm +Vanessa Borg 

TUESDAY, JULY 30, 2019  ST. PETER CHRYSOLOGUS 
   7:00am +Ethel Talabovich 
 8:15am +James Amalo 
 12:10pm +Gabriel Bixamar 
 5:30pm +Raul Edgar G. Amador 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019  ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA 

   7:00am +Gail R. Schipski 
 8:15am +Rosemarie Connell 
 12:10pm +Vanessa Borg 
 5:30pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2019  ST. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI 
  7:00am +Lucille Choquette  
 8:15am +John W. Kelliher 
 12:10pm +Rosa Sullivan 
  5:30pm +Dorothy & Frank Vannucci   

ST. EUSEBIUS OF VERCELLI, ST. PETER JULIAN EYMARD 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 2019  FIRST FRIDAY 
 7:00am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 8:15am +Ethel Talabovich 
 12:10pm +Deceased Members of the Ladies of Charity 
 5:30pm +Kathleen M. O’Leary 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2019  FIRST SATURDAY 
   8:15am +Rose & Andrew Gull 
 12:10pm +Francisco Valdivia 
 5:30pm   Intentions of the Everts Family (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

2019  16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  $5,240 

2018  16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      $7,011  

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI, MARY GOLDSTEIN,  

FOR OUR DECEASED:  ELIZABETH EDDY, CAROLE THOMAS, 

KATHRYN ISABEL TOOHIG, ROBERT JOHN WITT 

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 

TRAVELER’S  
PRAYER 

Bless me, Lord, as I begin this trip. 
Open my eyes to see You in the people  
 I will meet. 
Open my ears to hear Your word in new and 
  surprising ways. 
Open my hands to be Your blessing 
 in whatever situation I find myself. 
And open my heart to receive You wherever 
 I may go. 
Protect me from harm as I travel 
 and give Your wisdom to those I rely 
 on for my safety. 
When my travel is ended and my journey 
 complete, bring me home again, 
 renewed by Your love.  AMEN. 

Diana Macalintall 

Remain in My Love 
In life, have but one desire, one only

to love Jesus Christ with all your 

soul.  Let that be the one fixed idea of 

your entire existence.  Nothing is 

more practical than finding God, that 

is, than falling in love with God in a quite absolute, 

final way.  What you are in love with, what seizes 

your imagination, will affect everything.  It will 

decide when you will get out of bed in the morning, 

what you will do with your weekends, what you will 

do with your evenings, how you will spend your 

weekends, what you read, who you know, what 

breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy 

and gratitude.  Fall in love with God, stay in love with 

God, and it will decide everything. 

Father Pedro Arrupe, S. J.… 


