


 The Sanctuary Lamp 

   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week 

IN THANKSGIVING 

PRAYER OF BLESSING 
FOR STUDENTS AND 

TEACHERS 
Lord our God, in Your wisdom  

and love, You surround us with 

the mysteries of the universe. 

In times past You sent us Your 

prophets to teach Your laws  

and bear witness to Your 

undying love. 

Then You sent us Your Son to teach us by word 

and example that true wisdom comes from You 

alone. 

Send Your Spirit upon all students and their  

teachers and fill them with Your wisdom and 

blessings. 

Grant that during this new academic year 

they may devote themselves to their studies 

and share what they have learned from others. 

Grant this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

Book of Blessings. 

ACCEPTING  

PAIN 
M ichaelangelo’s famous statue, The Pietà, finished 

before he turned twenty-four, expresses a theme most 

people don’t enjoy seeing in art:  death.  Worse still, it 

recalls the torturous death of a crucified Son held by His 

mourning mother.  Knowing this, the image is horrific. 

Yet Michaelangelo’s artistic approach to this subject is 

revolutionary.  Rather than directly representing death, 

his statue is a meditation on it.  Instead of showing the 

Virgin in the moment of extreme anguish, the normal 

strategy to achieve pity in the onlooker, the master shows 

Mary’s inner and humble acceptance of this heart-

wrenching moment. 

 She doesn’t fight or run from the pain in rebellious 

screams.  Her teeth aren’t clenched, her brow is 

unwrinkled, her eyes aren’t filled with tears imploring 

upward seeking to understand the reason or logic for her 

Son’s death.  She merely sits in the painful moment 

embracing the Son and abandoning her sorrow to the 

Father Who permitted it. 

Her hands reveal her attitude.  One holds her Son firmly 

under His arm.  She pulls Him close to her, sustaining 

the weigh of the mystery.  She absorbs and doesn’t flee 

the moment.  Remaining in the pain, she endures the cost 

of our Redemption, expressing her Fiat again, in silence:  

“Let it be done to me according to Your word.” 

Her other hand tilts toward us, open.  She is letting go, 

giving over!  She knows this Child in her arms was never 

only hers, but everyone’s.  So Mary invites you to grasp 

her open hand, join her pain, and do your part to take up 

our own cross and follow Jesus. 

Father Mark Haydu 



For Catholics 

Who’ve Been “Away” from the Church—Part I 

 (By Parishioner request, I am happy to re-print the following article.) 

 If you’ve been away from the Church, the Good News is you can always “come 
home” again.  For example, you can start going to Sunday Mass again and join a Parish Community that’s 
ready to welcome you with open arms.  God is inviting you to “dive into your faith” in a deeper way than 
you ever did before.  You may already be feeling an inner pull to come to Church again—which is God 
calling you back to Himself.  He never forces; He only invites.  He leaves the decision to return to the 
Church up to you.  Here are the Top Ten Reasons listed by Lorene Hanley Duqin of Our Sunday Visitor  
as influencing the decision of many people to return to the practice of their Catholic Faith: 

NUMBER 10:  BECAUSE YOU WANT MEANING IN LIFE. 

In the hustle and stress of life today, you may suddenly realize that your life has lost a sense of 
meaning or purpose.  That’s when you begin to ask yourself, “What is my life all about?  Why do I do 
what I do?”  There’s widespread confusion in our culture with regard to morality and truth.  Only 
the joy of the Catholic Church offers you a beacon of light that gives meaning to your present life 
and leads you to eternal life. 

NUMBER 9:  BECAUSE YOUR CHILDHOOD MEMORIES SURFACE. 

Childhood memories of feeling connected to God can surface in your later life.  Then, you begin to 
ask yourself, “Is it possible for me to recapture that simplicity of my faith?  Can I believe again that 
God is with me and is watching out for me?”  The secularization of our society leads people away 
from the spiritual side of their life.  The Church gives you spiritual and even mystical experiences that 
feed your heart, mind, body and soul.  It also offers you an array of ministries that let you interface 
and interact with the world around you, and make it a better world in which to live. 

NUMBER 8:  BECAUSE YOU MADE MISTAKES. 

You may be burdened by the weight of past and accumulated sins.  You really want to get rid of the 
guilt of having hurt God and others.  So, you begin to ask yourself, “Will God ever forgive me?  Is 
there any way I can start over with a clean slate?”  You can always tell God that you’re sorry, but by 
going to Confession you have complete assurance of God’s forgiveness.  In addition, this Sacrament 
reconciles you with God, and with all members of the Church, the Body of Christ.  In Confession, 
God gives you the grace to start all over again. 

NUMBER 7:  BECAUSE YOU NEED TO FORGIVE OTHERS. 

Sometimes you can hold on to anger and resentment toward people who’ve deeply hurt you.  Maybe 
it was a family member or friend.  Maybe it was a Sister, or a Priest, or someone on a Parish Staff.  
Sadly, modern culture condones and encourages anger and revenge.  But these are spiritual cancers 
that eat at your heart and life.  The Church provides you with an opportunity to seek God’s help in 
forgiving others, even when the other person does not ask for forgiveness or does not deserve it.  
The ability to forgive is a gift that opens your heart more fully to God’s love, peace, and reconciliation. 

NUMBER 6:  BECAUSE WE WANT TO BE HEALED. 

You may be carrying deep spiritual wounds.  For example, you struggle with anger at God over bad 
things that happen—a terminal illness, a debilitating  injury, a broken relationship, mental or 
emotional problems, an unexplainable accident, the death of a loved one or some other deep 
disappointment.  The Church can’t change these situations, but there are people in the Church who 
can assist in the process of spiritual healing to help you get past your wounds and pain and get on 
with your life. 
 
Part II—Number 5 through Number 1 will be in next week’s Bulletin. 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 24, 2019  
 5:30pm   Special Intentions (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 2019   
 7:30am   For Our Parishioners 
 9:00am +Gabriella & Gaetano Fiumicini 
 10:30am +Alice Harvey 
 12:00pm +Mark Prial 
 5:30pm +Anita Beckner 

MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 2019   
  7:00am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 8:15am +Denis Snee 
 12:10pm   Intentions of Marie Colwell, Healing 
  5:30pm   In Thanksgiving 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2019  ST. MONICA 
   7:00am +Ethel Talabovich 
 8:15am +Marie Germaine Theriault 
 12:10pm +Msgr. Charles Roselli 
 5:30pm   Intentions of Elizabeth & George Ehrhardt 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2019  ST. AUGUSTINE 

   7:00am +John W. Kelliher 
 8:15am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 12:10pm +Augustine Ilogan 
 5:30pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 

THE PASSION OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2019   
  7:00am +Francis Steven Valdivia  
 8:15am +Juan Yto 
 12:10pm +Gail R. Schipski 
  5:30pm +Clelia & Ernesto Bazzini   

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2019    
 7:00am +Betty O’Hara 
 8:15am +Lucille Choquette 
 12:10pm +Margo & Douglas Coldwell 
 5:30pm +Ethel Talabovich 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 2019   
   8:15am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 12:10pm +Leolino & Lerma Maglasang & Glenda Arnaiz 
 5:30pm +Paul Williamson (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

2019  20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  $9,554 

2018  20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      $6,631  

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI, MARY GOLDSTEIN,  

FOR OUR DECEASED:  ELIZABETH EDDY, CAROLE THOMAS, 

KATHRYN ISABEL TOOHIG, ROBERT JOHN WITT 

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 

dear Padre 
What can I do about 
neglectful God-Parents? 

The people I choose to be my child’s 
godparents are making no attempt to 
build a special relationship with her.  
I’ve talked to them about it, but it didn’t 
help.  Is it possible to replace them? 

 When my niece Hayley was five, she asked me 
to be her “step”-godfather because she didn’t 
know who her godfather was.  The family friend 
my sister invited to be Hayley’s godfather moved 
out of state and seems to have forgotten that 
Hayley is his godchild. 

 Godparents have responsibilities beyond 
Baptism Day.  The Code of Canon Law says a 
godparent also “helps the Baptized person to lead 
a Catholic life in keeping with Baptism and to fulfill 
faithfully the obligations inherent in it” (872).  A 
godparent should be present for the child’s First 
Communion and Confirmation and should 
encourage the child to live a good Catholic life as 
he or she grows older. 

 Unfortunately, parents can’t “fire” neglectful 
godparents and replace them, but neither are 
parents limited to asking only two godparents to 
help their child grow in the Faith.  Parents can—
and should—ask others to help support their 
child’s faith development as he or she grows up: a 
parishioner, a grandparent, or a friend in the town 
where your child has gone away to college.  After 
all, children are baptized into a community of 
believers, and we all have responsibility to help 
children—and one another to lead good Catholic 
lives. 

—Father Patrick Keyes, CSsR... 


