


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week  

In Loving Memory of 

PHILIP A. ESPOSITO 

  

THE SACRAMENT OF  
PENANCE 

AT ST. JOHN’S PARISH 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
11:30AM TO 12 NOON 

5:00 TO 5:25 PM 

SATURDAY 
11:30AM TO 12 NOON 

4:30 TO 5:25PM  

THE SHAPE  

OF THE CROSS 

 “Why do you have a 
Cross with the body of Jesus 
still on it?  Didn’t He conquer 
the Cross when He rose from the dead?”  A 
good non-Catholic friend, who saw a crucifix 
on the wall in my kitchen, asked this question 
with great sincerity.  I thought very carefully 
before I answered him, and also said a quick 
prayer.  In response to my prayer, the Lord led 
me to remember and speak about His Great 
Commandment of Love. 

 When Jesus taught us this great 
commandment, He was journeying to 
Jerusalem with the certain knowledge that the 
time had come for Him to suffer and die on the 
Cross. So, each question the Scribes and 
Pharisees ask Him along the way brings the 
shape of His Cross and the day of His Passion 
into sharper focus.  The most important 
question that one scribe asks is: “Which is the 
first of all the commandments?”   Since this 
question was asked with genuine sincerity, the 
Lord responded to the scribe with clarity and 
love: “You shall love the Lord Your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength…and your 
neighbor as yourself.”  

 Jesus’ response helps you understand 
the shape of the Cross in your life.  It tells you 
that your love for God stretches you upward, 
vertically, reaching to the sky from the depth 
of your soul, asking God’s help, mercy and love 
in your life on earth.  Then, your love for your 
neighbor pulls you outward, horizontally, 
opening your arms, your hands, and your heart, 
to those in need.  In His Great Commandment 
of Love, Jesus asks that your life take the 
shape of His Cross, so you can always find Him 
there at the center, where He continues to 
pour out His mercy, goodness, beauty and 
sacrificial love that redeems you. Then, from 
your personal experience, you can adapt the 
words of St. Francis of Assisi and pray: “I adore 
You O Christ, and I praise You, because by 
Your Holy Cross, you have redeemed me and 
the whole world.”    

J. McKnight... 



FROM THE DESK OF  
MONSIGNOR DOUGLAS J. MATHERS 

My Dear Parishioners, 

As usual, the Lord’s inspiration was 
completely unexpected.  While I was watching 
a DVD with my nephews entitled, “Francis, 
Knight of Assisi,” I heard the words, “Build 
My House,”  in a new and personal way. 

What part did these words play in Francis’ 
story?  Well, Francis had just rejected the 
“fast track” to knighthood, nobility, and fame.  
He did this because he wanted to follow not 
the servant (humanity), but the Master  
(Jesus Christ).  However, he wasn’t exactly 
sure what Jesus wanted him to do.  So he kept 
in constant communication with the Lord 
through prayer. 

One of Francis’ favorite places to pray 
was right outside the walls of Assisi, in the 
tiny Chapel of San Damiano.  Since this 
Chapel was one of many where pilgrims 
stopped on the way to Rome, it wasn’t cared 
for by a particular Parish.  Consequently, 
over the years, it was somewhat neglected. 

This didn’t stop Francis.  Even though the 
roof leaked and the walls were in need of 
repair, he prayed for long hours before the 
beautiful Crucifix which hung above the 
altar in San Damiano.  It was during one of 
these periods of prayer that Francis heard 
the Lord’s voice speak to him from the 
Crucifix.  Jesus said, “Francis, build My House, 
which, as you can see, is falling into ruin.” 

 Francis was absolutely overjoyed to hear 
these words.  Finally, he knew what the Lord 
wanted him to do!  So, he immediately started 
to rebuild the walls and roof of the Chapel of 
San Damiano.  As Francis continued his 
prayerful relationship with the Lord, Jesus 
helped him understand that the “House” which 
needed to be rebuilt wasn’t San Damiano, but 
rather, it was God’s People, the Church. 

 God’s People were “falling 
into ruin” because they were 
indifferent to and ignorant of 
the Gospel.  They really need 
to hear and understand these 
Saving Truths again.  Since 
many weren’t going to 
Church, the Church came to 
them.  That is, the Lord led 
Francis to found an Order of 
Friars who preached the 
Gospel in villages, in streets, 
on farms and anywhere 
people happened to be.  Thus, 
the Franciscan Order built 
and continues to build up the 
Church. 

 So, where do I fit in?  I 
believe that the words, “Build 
My House,” apply just as 
much to me as they did to Francis.  After all, 
the gift of Faith God gave me in Baptism 
wasn’t meant just for myself.  Faith is a gift  
God gives you to share.  What better place to 
begin sharing than in the Community of Faith 
which is the Church?  Like Francis, this doesn’t 
mean my sharing is limited to a Church 
building.  Instead, the words “Build My House” 
challenge me to find ways to proclaim the 
Gospel in the streets, on the subway, in the 
supermarket or wherever the people need to 
hear it.  In this way, I can do my small part in 
building up the Church. 

 The Lord is also saying to you, “Build My 
House.”  That is, celebrate and share your 
Faith with those who are indifferent to or 
ignorant of the Gospel.  Let the Lord’s words 
challenge you to respond with all your heart in 
doing whatever you can to build up His 
Church. 

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 Monsignor Douglas J. Mathers 



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2019   
 5:30pm +Mary Goldstein (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019   
 7:30am   For Our Parishioners 
 9:00am +Guido & Agnese Bettini 
 10:30am   Intentions of Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Mc Govern, 
    40th Wedding Anniversary 
 12:00pm +Joseph Sumanski 
 5:30pm +Helen Simon 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019  OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 

   7:00am +Antonina Seidita 
 8:15am +Vicenta Melendez 
 12:10pm   Living Members of the Ladies of Charity 
 5:30pm +Marie Louise Andrei 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2019   
   7:00am +Michael Visconte 
 8:15am +Anibal Tedesco 
 12:10pm +Rosie Brogan 
 5:30pm +Gail R. Schipski 

ST. DENIS & COMPANIONS, ST. JOHN LEONARDI 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2019   
   7:00am   Intentions of Marie Colwell, Healing 
 8:15am   Intentions of Karla W. Scherer, Healing  
 12:10pm   Intentions of Christian Ehrhardt 
 5:30pm +Msgr. Charles Roselli  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019   
  7:00am +Alan Clancy  
 8:15am +Julia Valdivia 
 12:10pm +Robert Trombetta 
  5:30pm +Cristina Valdivia   

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2019  ST. JOHN XXIII 
 7:00am   Intentions of Hans-Viktor Bihlmaier 
 8:15am +Marie Germaine Theriault 
 12:10pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 
 5:30pm +Anna Lippis 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2019   
   8:15am +Michael Fein 
 12:10pm +Maria Valdivia 
 5:30pm +Philip A. Esposito (Vigil for Sunday Mass) 

2019  26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  $7,433 

2018  26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      $6,738  

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI  

FOR OUR DECEASED:  ELIZABETH EDDY, MARY GOLDSTEIN, 

CAROLE THOMAS, KATHRYN ISABEL TOOHIG, ROBERT JOHN WITT 

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 

dear Padre 
We talk about turning away from sin. 
When do we cross the line between 
temptation and sin? 

The temptations of Jesus, as recorded in the 
Gospels (Mark 1:12, Luke 4:1, and Matthew 
4:1), give us the proper direction with regard 
to sin and temptation.  When Jesus was fasting 
in the desert, He was tempted three times, but 
He did not sin. More than that, Jesus put His 
trust in God during His temptations.  Jesus’ 
message is clear:  If you feel tempted, call out 
to God!  Put your trust in God! 

 Temptation is a suggestion or impulse to 
sin, NOT a sin itself.  To experience temptation 
is a natural part of being human, but it’s not 
sinful.  When you're tempted, remember you 
always have the choice to sin or not.  Temptations 
become sins only when you accept and act on 
them.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
suggests a “silver lining” to your temptations: 
“There is a certain usefulness to temptation. 
No one but God knows what your soul has 
received from Him, not even we ourselves.  But 
temptation reveals it in order to teach you to 
know yourself, and in this way you discover 
your evil inclinations” (CCC 2847). 

 f you worry about temptation and sin, open 
your heart to God’s Love through prayer and 
going to Confession.  Then, like Jesus in the 
desert, you’ll be able to reject temptation and 
choose God over evil.  If you ask Him, God will 
the grace you need to strengthen your 
weakness, especially in the face of temptation. 
So like Jesus, you can say: “ I worship the 
Lord, my God, and Him alone do I serve.”  

The Redemptorists…. 


