


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week for 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

RAUL GRANIELA 

THE TRADITION 
OF THE 

CHRISTMAS CRIB 

Following a beautiful and 
firmly-rooted tradition, 

many families set up their Crib immediately 
after the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
as if to relive with Mary those days full of 
trepidation that preceded the Birth of Jesus.  
Putting up the crib at home can be a simple 
but effective way of presenting the Faith, and  
passing it on to one’s children.  The Crib helps 
us contemplate the mystery of God’s love 
that was revealed in the poverty and 
simplicity of the Bethlehem Grotto.  

Saint Francis of Assisi was so taken by the 
mystery of the Incarnation that he wanted to 
present it anew at Greccio in a living Nativity 
scene, which began the old, popular tradition 
that still retains its value for evangelization 
today.  Indeed, the Crib can help us 
understand the secret of the true Christmas 
because it speaks of the humility and 
merciful goodness of Christ, Who though He 
was rich made Himself poor  for us (2 Cor 8:9).  
His poverty enriches those who embrace it, 
and Christmas brings joy and peace to those 
who, like the shepherds in Bethlehem, accept 
the angel’s words:  Let this be a sign to you: 
in a manger you will find an Infant wrapped 
in swaddling clothes (Luke 2:12).  This is still 
the sign for us too, men and women of the 
third millennium.  This is no other Christmas. 

Pope Benedict XVI... 



Our Parish Jesse Tree 
Now that all the ornaments on our Parish Giving Tree have turned 
into generous gifts for our sisters and brothers in the Adopt-a- 
Family Program, the tree will become our Parish Jesse Tree. 

 What is a Jesse Tree?  The Jesse tree developed in the early 
Church when people started decorating trees with ornaments that 
symbolized or related to people and Old Testament prophecies linked 
to the birth of Jesus.  This was done in family homes and Parish 
Churches during Advent, to remind the faithful about the loving story 
of God’s plan for our salvation as they prepared to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus, Our Savior, on Christmas. 

 Jesse was the father of King David.  The Bible recounts how 
God sent the Prophet Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint a king for Israel from among the sons of Jesse.  
The one chosen by God was David, Jesse’s youngest son (1 Samuel 16: 1-13).  Later king’s in the line or 
family of David were not only weak rulers but also weak in following the Lord. They were conquered by 

their enemies and it seemed like life in the House of David was finished.  Yet God, ever faithful to His 
plan for our salvation, inspired Isaiah to prophesy: “But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, 
and from his roots a bud shall blossom.  The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him.” (Isaiah 11: 1-2)  
The One prophesied by Isaiah is Jesus.  Through His mother Mary and foster father Joseph, Jesus was 
descended from the line of David.  He was the Blossom Who brought new life to David’s line, the Divine 
Life of God.  Like His human ancestor, David, Jesus was a King.  Not a king who dominated His subjects, 
but a King of Love, Who liberated, served, and saved all people.  Ornaments on the Jesse Tree teach you 
how God lovingly prepared for Jesus to be born from the beginning of the world through thousands of 
years of human history.  

 There are twenty-eight ornaments on our Jesse Tree which chronicle the way God’s saving plan 
unfolded through His presence and action among us.  Let’s highlight a few of them… 

 The Earth: The Bible says that, in the beginning, when God created the world and everything in 

it, including the human race, everything “was good.” (Genesis 1) 

 The Apple: God asked our First Parents, Adam and Eve, not to eat the fruit of a certain tree in 

the Garden of Paradise He created for them.  But the accepted the devil’s temptation to disobey 
God and ate the fruit. This original sin brought evil and death into the good world God created.  
But God promised that He would send us a Savior, Who would crush the devil and defeat evil and 
death forever.  (Genesis 3:1-15) 

 The Ark: The generations of humanity after Adam and Eve became so wicked that God decided 

to destroy all life on earth with a great flood and re-create it.  Only Noah, his faithful family, and 
two of all the creatures on earth survived the flood safely in an ark. When the earth was dry 
again, God put a rainbow in the sky to symbolize His promise that He would never again destroy 
life on earth because of human sinfulness. (Genesis 6-9)  

 The Camel:  God called Abraham to go on a journey of faith “from the land of your kinsfolk” to a 

“land that I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1)  God made a covenant with Abraham in which He 
promised that his descendents would be as numerous as the stars in the sky. (Genesis 15)  We 
are Abraham’s descendents, who is our father in faith.   

 You will also see ornaments on our Parish Jesse tree that remind you of other stories of faith and 
love from Scripture like: the coat of Joseph, the Horn of Joshua (that caused the walls of Jericho to 
tumble down), the tablets of the Ten Commandments, the wheat harvested by Ruth, the harp of King 
David and the crown of his son King Solomon, the big fish that swallowed Jonah, the lion God saved 
Daniel from, the prayer shawl of Zachariah and his wife Elizabeth, the shell of their son John the 
Baptist, the lily of Mary, the hammer of St. Joseph, and the manger of Jesus.    

 May our Jesse tree ornaments help you cherish the Love that was born in Bethlehem over 2000 
years ago and know that it will surely be reborn in your life today.  



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019   
 5:30pm +Deceased Members of the Keleher & Hackett Families  
    (Vigil Mass for Third Sunday of Advent) 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019   
 7:30am   For Our Parishioners 
 9:00am +Mary D’Angelo 
 10:30am   In Thanksgiving 
 12:00pm   Living & Deceased Members of the Aufiero Family 
 5:30pm +John Edward Fitzgerald 

*RECONCILIATION MONDAY 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2019   
   7:00am +Anne Tracy Bricker 
 8:15am +Catherine Claro 
 12:10pm +John O’Connor 
 5:30pm   Intentions of Bertha & Leo Merores,  
    Wedding Anniversary 

*4:00pm to 8:00pmConfessions heard continuously. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2019   
   7:00am +Marie Louise Andrei 
 8:15am +John W. Kelliher 
 12:10pm +John O’Connor 
 5:30pm +Rose & Andrew Gull 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2019   
   7:00am +Ethel Talabovich 
 8:15am +Gail R. Schipski 
 12:10pm +Lilly Tuohy 

 5:30pm +David Lindsay 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2019   
   7:00am   Intentions of Gudrun Elsner 
 8:15am +Patrick McCormack, 8th Anniversary 
 12:10pm +John O’Connor 
 5:30pm +Maria Cynthia Bernardo   

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2019   
   7:00am +Marie Germaine Theriault 
 8:15am +John Jennerjahn 
 12:10pm +Mary Goldstein 
 5:30pm +Herbert & Myriam Bessa  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019   
   8:15am +Anne Tracy Bricker 
 12:10pm +Msgr. Charles Roselli 
 5:30pm +Thomas G. Voss  
    (Vigil Mass for Fourth Sunday of Advent) 

2019  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADNENT        $8,512  

2018  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT           $8,433 

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

FOR OUR SICK:  SABRINA BERTUCCI 

FOR OUR DECEASED:  MARY GOLDSTEIN,  TERESA HOGAN,  

RENEE SOMMERS, THOMAS G. VOSS 

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased 

Prayer Requests 

dear Padre 
Why did the Church begin celebrating 
Christmas on December 25th?  

Placing Christmas near the winter solstice can be 
traced to pagan celebrations in Christianity’s early 

years. The celebration of Christmas in December 

began in Rome as a Catholic response to a civil 
festival honoring the sun god Sol.  

Romans celebrated the sun climbing into the 
northern skies, signaling the lengthening days 

after the cold winter nights. On December 25, 

274, the Emperor Aurelian proclaimed the sun 
god was the principal patron of the empire. 

Christmas originated when this sun cult was 

strongest. Catholics wouldn’t go to Roman 
temples to pay homage to a sun god. They 

believed in the one true God, and God’s only Son 

made human, Jesus Christ.  
It’s almost as if Catholics substituted “Son” for 

“sun” to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Son of 

Justice, into this world. The parallels are uncanny. 
As the extending sunlight broke night’s grip and 

softened the cold sting on the world, so Jesus’ 

coming broke the long reign of sin and darkness. 
Jesus was the true Son, the Light and Life of the 

world, the reason for renewed hope.  

Negative literalists fail to understand that 
Christmas is more than a birthday celebration of 

the day Christ was born. It’s wider in scope, 

celebrating the reality that Jesus, the Son of God, 
was born in human flesh. It’s not the when but 

the what that we celebrate. So, Jesus’ precise 

birth date doesn’t matter. What matters is that 
Jesus was born truly human—like us in all things 

but sin.  This is what we celebrate and rejoice in 
on December 25th.  

—Fr. Joseph Morin, CSsR  


