


 The Sanctuary Lamp 
   The Sanctuary Lamp near our...  

Tabernacle burns this week 

In Loving Memory of 

Geraldine Sacco 

2020  Sixth Sunday of Easter           N/A   
2019  Sixth Sunday of Easter         $4,112 

THANK YOU!   WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM.  LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.   

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

For Our Sick:  Marie Macchia, Sabrina Bertucci, George Fuentes 

and those suffering from Covid-19.  

For Our Deceased:  Mario Borini, Rev. James P. Connolly,  

Anthony Piccillo  

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on 
this list.  Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their 
name published.  We only publish the names of recently deceased. 

Prayer Requests 

dear Padre 
What’s the origin of the word 
Easter? It’s not mentioned in the 
Bible. Wouldn’t a better name be 
Resurrection Sunday? 

Experts trace Easter back to Old-English 
meanings associated with Eostre, the 
goddess of spring and fertility. Others 
point to the German word for east, which 
is derived from the Latin word for dawn. 
Regardless, Christianity found new 
meaning in the ancient celebration of 
nature’s rebirth during the spring 
equinox. The resurrection of new life over 
the dead of winter also pointed to Christ’s 
Resurrection from the dead at dawn. 

Likewise, early Christians gave new 
meaning to ancient symbols of fertility, 
such as rabbits and eggs.  For example, a 
hatching chick represented the risen 
Christ emerging from the shell of a tomb, 
and the Roman proverb Omne vivum ex 
ovo (“All life comes from an egg”) 
symbolized the Resurrection. Eggs, 
prohibited during the Lenten fast, were 
reintroduced at the Easter meal and 
shared as decorated gifts. In 1610, a 
prayer by Pope Paul V blessed the egg, 
“that it may become a wholesome 
sustenance to thy faithful servants, eating 
it in thankfulness to thee, on account of 
the Resurrection of the Lord.” 

“Each week, on the day called the Lord’s 
Day, [the Church] commemorates the 
Resurrection of the Lord, which she also 
celebrates once a year in the great 
Paschal Solemnity” (The Roman Missal, 
“Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year 
and the Calendar,” 1). Thus, every 
Sunday—even those in Lent—is a 
Resurrection Sunday in celebration of 
Christ’s triumph over death, which will 
include our own! 

—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We ourselves feel that 
what we are doing 

is just a drop in the ocean. 
But if that drop were not there, 
I think the ocean would be less 

by that missing drop. 
—St. Teresa of Calcutta 



From the Desk of Monsignor Mathers 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 

Many people today think of humility in a 
negative context.  For example, if you say, “Josh 
is a humble person”, some think he has low self-
esteem or lets other people take advantage of him. 

This certainly isn’t the way that Jesus 
thought of humility.  In fact, He said: “…Learn 
from Me for I am gentle and humble of 
heart.” (Mat 11:29)  Jesus’ profound humility is 
shown in the way that He, Who is the Eternal 
Son of God, chose to take on our human flesh and 
became like us in everything except sin.  St. Paul 
speaks of the Lord’s humility when he writes: 
“Though He was in the form of God, He did not 
deem equality with God something to be grasped 
at.  Rather, He emptied Himself and took the form 
of a slave, being born in the likeness of men. He 
was known to be of human estate, and it was thus 
that He humbled Himself, obediently accepting 
even death, death on a Cross!” (Phil 2:6-8). 

If you follow Jesus on the path of humility, 
you’ll grow in holiness and become more and 
more like Him.  In the process, you’ll also be able 
to reject the temptation to pride and self-
centeredness.  This, in turn, will help you stop 
worrying about what others think of you, stop 
being frustrated when you’re not praised or not 
the center of attention, and stop being jealous of 
others, or angry over slights and offenses.  As 
St. James writes: “God resists the proud, but 
bestows His favor on the lowly.” (Jas 4:6)  To live 
with humility is to live Jesus’ Great Commandment 
of Love.  That is, you center your life on loving 
God and loving others above all else. 

As the Secretary of State to Pope St. Pius X, 
Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val (1865-1930)  was 
keenly aware of many things in his daily life 
that could shift the focus of his thoughts and 
actions to “self” and away from the Lord.   

So he wrote a beautiful prayer to ask God for 
the gift of humility. Cardinal Merry del Val 
prayed this prayer every day, after he 
celebrated Holy Mass. 

That prayer, called the “Litany of Humility” is 
printed below.  If you want to stay close to Jesus, 
if you want to find peace and rejoice in the 
person He created you to be, follow Cardinal 
Merry del Vals’ good example. 
Pray the “Litany of Humility” every day. 

 Sincerely in the Lord, 
 Msgr. Douglas J. Mathers 

 

LITANY OF HUMILITY 
O Jesus! Meek and humble of heart, Hear me.  

From the desire of being esteemed, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being loved, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being extolled, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being honored, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being praised, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being preferred to others,  

    Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being consulted, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being approved, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being humiliated, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being despised, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of suffering rebukes, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being calumniated, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being forgotten, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being ridiculed, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being wronged, Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being suspected, Deliver me, Jesus. 

That others may be loved more than I, 

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be esteemed more than I,  

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That, in the opinion of the world, others may increase 

and  I may decrease,  

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.  

That others may be chosen and I set aside,  

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.  

That others may be praised and I unnoticed,  

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be preferred to me in everything,  

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may become holier than I, provided that I may 

become  as holy as I should,  

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.   Amen. 

Rafael Cardinal Merry del Val 


