
8968 Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037 
504-394-0314 • Fax: 504-394-0376 

Web: www.olphbc.org 
Email: churchoffice@olphbc.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Please call between these times for routine parish business. 

Imitating Mary,  
you will not go astray. 

Praying to her, 
you will not despair.  

Thinking of her, you will not err. 
Supported by her, you will not fail... 
Embraced by her, you will be saved.  

~St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
 

PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Rev. Kyle V. Dave, Pastor 
kdave@arch-no.org 

 

George “Ed” Merritt, Jr., 
Deacon; emerritt@arch-no.org 

 

Brittany Breaux,  
School Principal  

bbreaux@olphbcschool.org 
 

Dawn Bassett,  
Administrative Assistant 

 

 Cecilia “CC” Merritt, 
Director of Religious Education 

and Adult Formation 
cre@olphbc.org 

 

Angel Boyd, Receptionist 
 

 Debbie Fagnano 
Director of Music Ministry 

 

TJ Lejeune & Kenneth Pouwels 
Maintenance Supervisors 

 

Rev. Gerard P. Stapleton 
Dean of Algiers/Plaquemines Deanery 

 
OLPH SCHOOL 

8970 Highway 23 • 504-394-0757 
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
8968 Highway 23 • 504-394-0314 

 
K.C. HALL 

9016 Highway 23 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Saturday 7:30 a.m. & Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Monday 7:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Tuesday 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
  (Rosary - 6:15 p.m. followed 
 by Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 
 Novena - 6:50 p.m.) 
Wed., Thurs., Fri. 7:30 a.m.  
During the school year Wednesday’s Mass, 8:30 
a.m. (No 7:30 a.m. Mass). 
 

First Friday Adoration:  8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Holy Days:     Consult the bulletin. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 
Tuesday  5:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m. 
Saturday  2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. 
 or by appointment. 

Mission Statement 

 

We, the Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, are a living and growing Catholic 
community of faith, striving to follow and serve Christ.  We are an evangelizing 
community, and we welcome others to fullness of life in Christ. With Mary we say 
“Yes” to God’s call to pray together, worship consciously, and serve joyfully. 

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Church 



Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana                December 17, 2023 

 

VISITATION OF THE SICK:  In-
form the Church Office when someone 
is sick, shut-in or hospitalized and una-
ble to attend Mass. 
 

FUNERALS: Inform the Church Office 
as soon as possible when someone in 
the family dies, preferably before con-
tacting the funeral home. 

Sacraments 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  Baptisms are usually 
celebrated after any weekend Mass.  Currently we only 
schedule one family at a time.  Parents and godparents 
are required to attend a seminar prior to the Baptism.  
The seminar is usually held on the third Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Day Chapel in Church. More 
information and required forms can be found on our 
website.  
 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION: First Eu-
charist is celebrated the first Saturday of May for stu-
dents in the 2nd grade or above.  Children older than 
2nd grade will be prepared on individual situations.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation must be celebrated 
prior to Communion. 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:  Confirma-
tion is celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade.  Candidates 
who attend Catholic high school or are enrolled in the 
High School of Religion program come together for 
Sacramental preparation.  All candidates are asked to 
pre-register in their freshmen year and no later than De-
cember of their 10th grade year.  Information and regis-
tration can be found on our website: www.olphbc.org.   
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Contact the 
Church Office at least nine months prior to the planned 
date.  No other arrangements should be made before 
contacting the Church Office. 
 

For more information on any of our Sacraments, 
contact C.C. Merritt in the Church Office or email 
cre@olphbc.org. 

Religious Education 
 

The mission of OLPH's Religious Edu-
cation program is to bring the “Good 

News” of God’s love to all children and their families and to 
call them to commit their lives to Christ. Religious Educa-
tion is available for children in Kindergarten through adults. 
We encourage parents to be parishioners of OLPH when 
registering students for Religious Education classes. Census 
forms can be obtained from the Parish Office during regular 
business hours, in the gathering area of the church or you 
can register online.  Call C.C. Merritt, 504-394-0314, or 
email cre@olphbc.org for more information. 
 

SUNDAY LITURGY OF THE WORD:  Children in 
grades K-2nd are invited with a catechist during 11:00 a.m. 
Mass to the Day Chapel for the Liturgy of the Word for 
Children (September-May).  A summary of the readings of 
the day is discussed on their level. 
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:  Our PSR program is 
divided in two parts. Family Faith Formation is the 
"academic" part with the textbook discussed at home as a 
family. Our Encountering Engaging Events are a chance to 
come together as a community to worship together, do 
crafts, or engage in traditional events like our Nativity Play 
and Living Way of the Cross.   

 

HIGH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: Students in 9th through 
12th grade not attending a Catholic High School are offered 
Faith Formation with academics at home, working at their 
own pace, but also some time to get together to discuss what 
they have learned with their peers about three times a year. 
It is intended to be an informal study with honest Catholic 
answers.   
 

RCIA:  Are you or someone you know interested in becom-
ing Catholic or completing Sacraments?  Please join our 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).  We have a 
Year-Round RCIA process that you can enter into whenever 
you are ready. This is for you if you have never been bap-
tized, if you have been baptized into another denomination 
and now want to become Catholic, or if you are an adult 
Catholic but have never been confirmed.  Sessions will be 
held in person on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. (day and 
time can be adjusted to personal schedules). For additional 
information and to register, contact C. C. Merritt in the 
Church Office or email at cre@olphbc.org. 

Archdiocese of New Orleans Safe Environment—
Refer to the Web Site: http://www.nolacatholic.org/
safe-environment for policies and procedures concern-
ing safe environment and child protection 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
 

We welcome you to a very friendly and enthusiastic community.  
Please fill out the information in the Binder on the Welcome Table 
located in the back of church or register at the Church Office.  A Cen-
sus Form can also be found on our website at www.olphbc.org. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sunday, December 17, Third Sunday of Advent; Is 61:1-
2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 
1:6-8, 19-28 
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Dismissal, Church—11:00 a.m. 
 

Monday, December 18, Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-
19; Mt 1:18-25  
Communion Service, Church — 7:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appoint-
ment 
Baptismal Seminar, Day Chapel—7:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, December 19, Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-
6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25  
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appoint-
ment 
RCIA Christmas Gathering, Church—5:00 p.m. 
Confessions, Church— 5:30 p.m.-6:15 p.m. 
Novena—Mother of Perpetual Help, Church —6:50 p.m. 
KC Meeting, KC Hall—6:30 p.m. 
Daily Mass, Church—7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 20, Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-
6; Lk 1:26-38 
Daily Mass (followed by Christmas Musical), Church—8:30 
a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appoint-
ment 
PSR Nativity Play, Church—5:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 21, Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 
33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Daily Mass, Church — 7:30 a.m.  
Church Office Closes at Noon 
Advent Presentation by Fr. Maestri, Church—6:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal, Church—7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 22, 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 
8abcd; Lk 1:46-56  
Church Office Closed 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Riverbend Mass—10:00 a.m. 
Advent Presentation by Fr. Maestri, Church—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, December 23, Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-
9, 10 and 14; Lk 1:57-66  
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Confessions, Church —2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 24, Fourth Sunday of Advent; 2 Sm 
7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; Rom 16:25-
27; Lk 1:26-38  
Mass, Church—9:00 a.m. 
Christmas Eve Masses, Church—4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. & 
10:00 p.m. 

 
Third Sunday of Advent 

12/16, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— for the Parishioners 
 

12/17, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— Sally Allan, Cathy Madere, 
Nancy Meunier, Myrna Schultheis, Cecelia L. Yundt,  
Johnnie Pennison, Larry Talamo, Esther Bruley, Rennie 
Coludrovich, Jr. 
 

12/17, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.— Sylvia Templet Reed, Patrick 
J. Reed, Vincent & Belle Ladner, Germaine & Pat Curley, 
Irby “Sonny” Toups, Jr., Myrna Schultheis, Eric Hansen, 
Lynn Clement, Shirley Frank Cook, Gary Buras, Francis 
Gainey, Fred Brown, Carla Brown, Deme Stavrides, Rose 
McKenna Simonson, Sanders & Dobard Families, Lynwell 
Wilson, Hewitt John Gauthier, Sr., Allyson Kirby 
 

12/18, Monday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the Priest 
 

12/19, Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the Priest 
 

12/19, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.— Junior LeBoeuf 
 

12/20, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. — Larry Avist, Sr. 
 

12/21, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.— Louise & Joseph Johnson 
 

12/22, Friday, 7:30 a.m. — for the intentions of the Priest 
 

12/23, Saturday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest 
 

12/23, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— Jerry Pigniolo, Beverly 
Hebert, Richard Frederick, Gerry & Earl Landry, Ruth  
Ferrell, Oliver & Margaret Koch, Johnny Arcement, Vernon 
Devillier, Gary Buras, Loralie Riggs, Eric Hansen, Junior 
LeBoeuf, Larry Avist, Sr., Peter “Trae” Vujnovich, III,  
Bernadette Duet, Francis Gainey 
 

12/24, Sunday, 9:00 a.m.— for the Parishioners 

 

12/24, Sunday, 4:00 p.m.— Joyce Ehrhard, Warren & Rose 
Marie Jaspriza, Rosemary (Schaubhut) Hebert, Pat & Dolly 
Stakelum, Beverly Hebert, Toni & Leslie J. Casler, Jr.,  
Kerry M. Casler, Rosebud & Emmette E. Dumesnil, Sr., 
Earl J. Bossier, Ronald P. Boudreaux, Joseph Langridge, Jr.,  
Arlene Pizani Belsome, Ante I. Tesvich, Michael I. Tesvich, 
Stipo & Anka Cibilic, Andrew & Kate Pobrica, Christopher 
Lincoln, Jan Shapard, Kennie Coludrovich, Jr., Jack Hays, 
Sr., Marija & Berislav Murina, Lynn Clement, Floyd & 
Nancy Burmaster, Glen Singley, Robert Singley, Irwin 
Cooper, Jr., Brian Cooper, Fawn Cooper, Thomas George 
WhatleySanders & Dobard Families, Lynwell Wilson 
 

12/24, Sunday, 6:00 p.m.— Sylvia Templet & Patrick J. 
Reed 

 

12/24, Sunday, 10:00 p.m.— for the Parishioners 

 

Scripture Readings & Events this Week 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for the Year 2023

December—For persons with disabilities

We pray that people living with disabilities may be 
at the centre of attention in society, and that institu-
tions may offer inclusive programs which value 
their active participation.”

Bible Verses for 
the Year!

KINDNESS -
December

“...It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.” Acts 20:35

OLPH School News

Students engaged in a lesson on 
Density and Volume. They made 
their own aluminum foil boats, 
and placed it in a container of wa-
ter. They then placed the pennies 
in the boat one at a time to see if 
the boat would sink or float. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 
Third Sunday of Advent 

CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

If anyone is interested in donat-
ing one of the Christmas Trees 
used in church in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the 
Church Office at 504-394-0314.  
 
The memorials will be published 
in the bulletin. 

Christmas Flowers 
 

We are accepting donations toward  
the Christmas Flowers. Donation 
envelopes are available on the infor-
mation table. Please write clearly on 
the envelope so that the memorial 
may be published. 

ADVENT PRESENTATION:  
Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord! 

 

DATES:  Thursday, December 21st, and 
 Friday, 22nd at 6:00 PM.  

 

Fr. William Maestri will present both 
the biblical and spiritual riches of the 
Nativity accounts of Jesus’ birth on that 
“Holy Night”. We pray in the Holy 
Spirit that the time offered to the Lord 
will enrich your preparation for enter-
ing into the great mystery “For today in 
the city of David a savior has been born 

for you who is Messiah and Lord” (Lk 2:11). 
 

We invite and encourage you to bring your family and 
friends. 

 

Refreshments and finger sandwiches will be made available at 
5:30 PM before the presentation.  If you are a parent with 
small children and need a babysitter to be able to attend, 
please call the Church Office at 504-394-0314.  We may be 
able to help. 

CHRISTMAS CANDLES 
 

To assist with the expense of 
12 Christmas Candles used at 
our 10 p.m. Christmas Candle-
light Mass, we are accepting 
donations of $15 per candle  

(this covers cost plus shipping expense) in 
memory of a deceased loved one.  The memo-
rials will be published in the bulletin. The can-
dle will be labeled with your intention and you 
may take your candle after the 10 p.m. Mass. 
 

If anyone is interested, please contact the 
Church Office at 504-394-0314. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Vigil Masses: Sunday, December 24th — 4:00 PM & 6:00 PM 

Christmas Carols—3:30 PM 

Los Posadas Procession — 5:45 PM 
 

Candlelight Christmas Mass—10:00 PM 

Chorus Program—9:30 PM 
 

Christmas Day Mass: Monday, December 25th—9:00 AM 

Prelude Music —8:45 AM 
 

New Year’s Day Mass: Monday, January 1st—9:00 AM 

    Reasons to Rejoice 
 

Saint Paul seems to be throw-
ing out a handful of sayings 
that may sound overly optimis-
tic, but are actually very practi-
cal. “Rejoice always? Who can 
do that?” It sounds absurd, but 

the next two lines give it context: If we pray constantly and thank 
God for all that happens to us, we have reason to rejoice. Whatev-
er happens is the will of God for us. Even the bad things, things 
we don’t like, can be allowed by God, so that God can bring good 
out of them. God allows sin because it leads to forgiveness, an 
experience of God’s love for us. And God allows even death, be-
cause God can bring us to eternal life. 
 

The next two sayings may be a little obscure. When Paul tells us 
not to quench the Spirit, he means we should be open to what the 
Holy Spirit moves us to do. “Prophetic utterances” refer to things 
that other people were inspired to proclaim. If we pray constantly 
(1 Thessalonians 5:17) we won’t be so distracted by the things of 
this world that we cannot hear the promptings of the Holy Spirit in 
us. We won’t be so critical of others that we miss what the Spirit is 
telling us through them. 
 

How do we know if something really is from the Spirit? The next 
phrase helps with that: Test everything. Retain what is good (1 
Thessalonians 5:21). Use the scriptures, the teachings of the 
Church, and your conscience to decide whether the Spirit is mov-
ing you, or if advice you hear is worthwhile. And most of all trust 
God to help with all this because God wants us to be holy. God 
will make us holy if we only allow it. Then we will be ready for the 
coming of the Lord, whether through the sacraments, the celebra-
tion of Christmas, or God’s final coming in glory. I’d say that’s a 
reason to rejoice.                      Tom Schmidt 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Next Sunday is 
Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16. The Lord will make the 
house of David secure for ever.

Romans 16: 25-27. The mystery kept secret for endless ages 
is now made clear.

Luke 1:26-38. You shall conceive and bear a son.

The Sanctuary Light by the tabernacle burns 
to remind us of the sacramental presence of 
Jesus Christ. It is a mark of honor to remind 
the faithful of the presence of Christ, and is a 
profession of their love and affection. 

The Sanctuary Light will burn this week in 
loving memory of: Wayne Perrin, request-
ed by Suzette Perrin, Lynn Clement, re-
quested by Kevin & Diana Alfortish; and 

Collins, Genevieve & Bernadette Duet, requested by 
Rita Duet.

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Light burn in memory 
of a loved one, call  the Church Office.  The donation for the 
Sanctuary Light is $10.

Mass Cards
If you would like a Mass for a deceased 
person, please contact the Church Office. 
A beautiful Mass card with an image of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help will be 
mailed to the person of your choice for an 
offering of $5 per Mass.  Send your $5 
donation to the Church Office, with the 

name of the Mass intention, name and address where the card 
is to be mailed, and who’s making the request. 

Online Giving Is Available on Our 
Website at www.olphbc.or (click 
on Give Online), or simply scan the 
QR code with your phone. You can 
easily create your donation account 
online and make changes at any time.

Sponsor of the Week:  

Look to the back now!  Look and remember to support these 
businesses when you need a product or service.  Also, tell them 
“thank you” for their interest in Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Church Financials
Fiscal Month Ending

October 31, 2023

Total Income $ 200,713 
Total Expense $ 211,928
Net Gain/(Loss) $ 11,215

Thank you to our parish fami-
ly members who faithfully 
support our parish.  May God 
bless you for your generosity!

At the November meeting of St. Vincent de Paul So-
ciety, members received unexpected news; Laura 
Drewes announced her resignation as president citing 
a need to cut back on responsibilities.

Laura has been a member of the Society since 1999 because she 
saw it as a way to help people in need. She has served as presi-
dent for 8 years, treasurer of New Orleans Archdiocese Council 
for 6 years and is now on the board of N.O.A.C. where she has 
served for 8 years. She has been district president, representative 
and second vice-president. She is now treasurer for the Westbank 
District and has served as president of the Westbank District for 5 
years.

Thank you, Laura, for the amazing job you have done and I 
know we can still call on you to help on cases and to come to 
meetings.

Her parting words were "It is time for a change. Sonny will do a 
great job."  Sonny Schaubhut was unanimously elected president 
and Anna Lincoln has agreed to be vice-president as has Cindy 
Pouwels for secretary. Patty Mattison will stay on as treasurer.

Thanks to all the parishioners for their support to St. Vincent. 
You make our work possible. We absolutely could not do it with-
out you.

Third Sunday in 
Advent Wreath 

Prayer:  

Dear Jesus, help us 
focus on you during 

this busy season. May we stay 
aware of the joy you bring into our 
lives. We want to find you in the 
everyday moments and come with 
hearts of gratitude to your manger 
on Christmas. Amen.

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/advent
-wreath-prayers.html

Patty’s Peace     by: Patty Mattison

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Third Sunday of Advent

‘Tis the season to be jolly, or so we are told. Yet there are 
many who go about as if they were weaned on vinegar and 
pacified on dill pickles! Such dispositions and faces are not 
the exclusive of Scrooge and the Grinch. 

This sour condition is even found among cradle Catho-
lics. One is reminded of the influential “God is dead” phi-
losopher Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) who asked his 
sister, “Why don't Christians look more redeemed?” Why 
indeed. Nietzsche’s father was a Lutheran pastor!

A general gloom and doom has increased the aggressiveness of many: from driver’s frustration to road rage; from 
assertiveness to the sharper elbows; bargain shopping to a blood sport; and the shopping malls into the modern colos-
seums in which life is a war of all against all. Even for those who take refuge behind a computer, there are late deliv-
eries, no deliveries, stolen packages, along with merchandise sent to the wrong address. Such test the patience of Job.

Why is all this so? It would take more social psychologists and psychiatrists than staff the Menninger Clinic. It could 
be that deep in our souls there is a mourning for a lost good. Specifically, we are over fed and under nourished from 
the buffet of modern secularism. Maybe we have allowed this season to become a problem to be solved; a time to en-
dure as best one can; and we calculate the cost while refusing to be drawn into the mystery of Divine Love.

We become like Martha, “worried and upset about many things, but few are needed - indeed only one.” (Lk 10:41-
42). What is this one thing? - the Unconditional Love of God who became one of us in order to free, heal, and forgive 
all of us. 

This one thing is the humor of God revealed in a crib, in a stable, witnessed by animals, shepherds, and visited by 
three searchers from the East. The heavenly hosts grasp the humor and burst forth in song, “praising God…Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward all.” (Lk 2:14).

One can’t help but laugh with wonder, with the God who brings about the ultimate victory for humanity over sin and 
death in a most extraordinary way: God becomes flesh (Jn 1:14); not in a palace but a barn; and not amidst royal at-
tendants but the lowly and unlikely.

The holy, silent night of “God with us” (Emmanuel) (Mt 1:23) evokes wonder; and amazement at God’s infinite love 
for us. The solemnity of the Nativity is so great that we must laugh, be filled with joy, and join with the heavenly 
hosts. Such is God’s gift; a gift to be lived; a gift to be given. 

Straight Talk     
by: Father William Maestri

A Christmas 
Gift

WQNO 690 AM
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