
8968 Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037 
504-394-0314 • Fax: 504-394-0376 

Web: www.olphbc.org 
Email: churchoffice@olphbc.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Please call between these times for routine parish business. 

Imitating Mary,  
you will not go astray. 

Praying to her, 
you will not despair.  

Thinking of her, you will not err. 
Supported by her, you will not fail... 
Embraced by her, you will be saved.  

~St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
 

PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Rev. Kyle V. Dave, Pastor 
kdave@arch-no.org 

 

Rev. William F. Maestri, 
Ministry of Sacraments & Education 

 

George “Ed” Merritt, Jr., Deacon; 
emerritt@arch-no.org 

 

Brittany Breaux,  
School Principal  

bbreaux@olphbcschool.org 
 

Dawn Bassett,  
Administrative Assistant 

 

 Cecilia “CC” Merritt, 
Director of Religious Education 

and Adult Formation 
cre@olphbc.org 

 

Angel Boyd, Receptionist 
 

 Debbie Fagnano 
Director of Music Ministry 

 

TJ Lejeune & Kenneth Pouwels 
Maintenance Supervisors 

 

 
OLPH SCHOOL 

8970 Highway 23 • 504-394-0757 
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
8968 Highway 23 • 504-394-0314 

 
K.C. HALL 

9016 Highway 23 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Saturday 7:30 a.m. & Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Monday 7:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Tuesday 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
  (Rosary - 6:15 p.m. followed 
 by Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 
 Novena - 6:50 p.m.) 
Wed., Thurs., Fri. 7:30 a.m.  
During the school year Wednesday’s Mass, 8:30 
a.m. (No 7:30 a.m. Mass). 
 

First Friday Adoration:  8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Holy Days:     Consult the bulletin. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 
Tuesday  5:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m. 
Saturday  2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. 
 or by appointment. 

Mission Statement 

 

We, the Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, are a living and growing Catholic 
community of faith, striving to follow and serve Christ.  We are an evangelizing 
community, and we welcome others to fullness of life in Christ. With Mary we say 
“Yes” to God’s call to pray together, worship consciously, and serve joyfully. 

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Church 
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VISITATION OF THE SICK:  In-
form the Church Office when someone 
is sick, shut-in or hospitalized and una-
ble to attend Mass. 
 

FUNERALS: Inform the Church Office 
as soon as possible when someone in 
the family dies, preferably before con-
tacting the funeral home. 

Sacraments 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  Baptisms are usually 
celebrated after any weekend Mass.  Currently we only 
schedule one family at a time.  Parents and godparents 
are required to attend a seminar prior to the Baptism.  
The seminar is usually held on the third Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Day Chapel in Church. More 
information and required forms can be found on our 
website.  
 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION: First Eu-
charist is celebrated the first Saturday of May for stu-
dents in the 2nd grade or above.  Children older than 
2nd grade will be prepared on individual situations.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation must be celebrated 
prior to Communion. 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:  Confirma-
tion is celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade.  Candidates 
who attend Catholic high school or are enrolled in the 
High School of Religion program come together for 
Sacramental preparation.  All candidates are asked to 
pre-register in their freshmen year and no later than De-
cember of their 10th grade year.  Information and regis-
tration can be found on our website: www.olphbc.org.   
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Contact the 
Church Office at least nine months prior to the planned 
date.  No other arrangements should be made before 
contacting the Church Office. 
 

For more information on any of our Sacraments, 
contact C.C. Merritt in the Church Office or email 
cre@olphbc.org. 

Religious Education 
 

The mission of OLPH's Religious Edu-
cation program is to bring the “Good 

News” of God’s love to all children and their families and to 
call them to commit their lives to Christ. Religious Educa-
tion is available for children in Kindergarten through adults. 
We encourage parents to be parishioners of OLPH when 
registering students for Religious Education classes. Census 
forms can be obtained from the Parish Office during regular 
business hours, in the gathering area of the church or you 
can register online.  Call C.C. Merritt, 504-394-0314, or 
email cre@olphbc.org for more information. 
 

SUNDAY LITURGY OF THE WORD:  Children in 
grades K-2nd are invited with a catechist during 11:00 a.m. 
Mass to the Day Chapel for the Liturgy of the Word for 
Children (September-May).  A summary of the readings of 
the day is discussed on their level. 
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:  Our PSR program is 
divided in two parts. Family Faith Formation is the 
"academic" part with the textbook discussed at home as a 
family. Our Encountering Engaging Events are a chance to 
come together as a community to worship together, do 
crafts, or engage in traditional events like our Nativity Play 
and Living Way of the Cross.   

 

HIGH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: Students in 9th through 
12th grade not attending a Catholic High School are offered 
Faith Formation with academics at home, working at their 
own pace, but also some time to get together to discuss what 
they have learned with their peers about three times a year. 
It is intended to be an informal study with honest Catholic 
answers.   
 

RCIA:  Are you or someone you know interested in becom-
ing Catholic or completing Sacraments?  Please join our 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).  We have a 
Year-Round RCIA process that you can enter into whenever 
you are ready. This is for you if you have never been bap-
tized, if you have been baptized into another denomination 
and now want to become Catholic, or if you are an adult 
Catholic but have never been confirmed.  Sessions will be 
held in person on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. (day and 
time can be adjusted to personal schedules). For additional 
information and to register, contact C. C. Merritt in the 
Church Office or email at cre@olphbc.org. 

Archdiocese of New Orleans Safe Environment—
Refer to the Web Site: http://www.nolacatholic.org/
safe-environment for policies and procedures concern-
ing safe environment and child protection 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
 

We welcome you to a very friendly and enthusiastic community.  
Please fill out the information in the Binder on the Welcome Table 
located in the back of church or register at the Church Office.  A Cen-
sus Form can also be found on our website at www.olphbc.org. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sunday, January 7, The Epiphany of the Lord  
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s dismissal, Church—11:00 a.m. 
2nd Collection—Building & Maintenance Fund 
Croatian Mass, Church—3:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, January 8, Baptism of the Lord; Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 
55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 
or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 Mk 1:7-11  
Communion Service, Church — 7:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Altar Society, KC Hall—6:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 9, 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; 
Mk 1:21-28  
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Confessions, Church— 5:30 p.m.-6:15 p.m. 
First Reconciliation/First Eucharist Parent Meeting, Church—6:00 
p.m. 
Novena—Mother of Perpetual Help, Church —6:50 p.m. 
Daily Mass, Church—7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 10, 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; PS 40:2 and 5, 7-
8a, 8b-9, 10; Mk 1:29-39 
Daily Mass, Church—8:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
PSR Mass, Church—5:00 p.m. 
KC Meeting, KC Hall—6:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, January 11, 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25; 
Mk 1:40-45  
Daily Mass, Church — 7:30 a.m.  
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Confirmation Parent Meeting, Church—6:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal, Church—7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, January 12, 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-17, 18-19; 
Mk 2:1-12 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Riverbend Mass—10:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, January 13, Memorial of Saint Hilary, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church; 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 
6-7; Mk 2:13-17 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Altar Society decorates church—8:00 a.m. 
Confessions, Church —2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, January 14, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time; 1 Sm 
3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 
1:35-42 
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s dismissal, Church—11:00 a.m. 
KC Blood Drive, KC Hall—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

1/6, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— Jerry Pigniolo, Eric Han-
sen, Larry Avist, Sr., Peter “Trae” Vujnovich, III, 
Louise & Joseph Johnson, Alexandra “Allie” Boteler, 
Rachel & Joseph Celental 
 

1/7, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— for the Parishioners 
 

1/7, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.— Gary Buras, Myrna Schul-
theis, Lynn Clement, Fred Brown, Rose McKenna Si-
monson, Wayne Perrin, Allyson Kirby, Jonathan Wal-
lace, Vincent & Adrina Ladner, Sanders & Dobard 
Families, Lynwell Wilson, Theresa L. Bossier, Rose-
bud L. Dumesnil, Darlene Boudet, Lucille Bernard 
 

1/9, Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest 

 

1/9, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.— Louise & Joseph Johnson 
 

1/10, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. — for the intentions of 
the Priest 
 

1/11, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest 
 

1/12, Friday, 7:30 a.m. — for the intentions of the 
Priest 
 

1/13, Saturday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest 

 

1/13, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— for the Parishioners 

 

1/14, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— Myrna Schultheis, Johnnie 
Pennison, Philip Cossich, Cathy Madere 
 

1/14, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.— Joyce Ehrhard, Myrna 
Schultheis, Lynn Clement, Eric Hansen, Gary Buras, 
Rose McKenna Simonson, Policar & Alzina Esponge, 
Sanders & Dobard Families, Lynwell Wilson, Darlene 
Boudet, Lucille Bernard 

Scripture Readings & Events this Week 

THANK YOU for your generosity in the 
2023 OLPH Angel Tree program!  Over 
775 bathroom/bedroom essentials for 40 
Padua House residents were collected 
and delivered last week.  We look forward 
to your continued support and participa-
tion in December 2024. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for the Year 2024

January—For the Gift of Diversity in the Church

We pray that the Holy spirit may help us to recognize 
the gift of different charisms within the Christian com-
munity and to discover the richness of different tradi-
tions and rituals in the Catholic Church.

Bible Verses for 
the Year!

KINDNESS -
January

“Do to others as you would have 
them do to you.”  Luke 6:31

OLPH School News

‘Tis the season of joy 
and excitement! The stu-
dents of OLPH School 
anxiously awaited the 

arrival of Santa Claus.  This year, 

Santa came on a firetruck.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Epiphany of the Lord 

St. Vincent DePaul would like to thank eve-
ryone who donated food for the Christmas 
Baskets. It helped make Christmas special 
for a lot of families. 

We would like to 
take this time to give 
thanks to all the 
wonderful people at 
St. Vincent de Paul 
who devote their 
time to helping oth-
ers. Without them, 
none of this would 
happen. “Thank you 
St. Vincent dePaul” 

The Epiphany of the Lord—Little Drummer Boy 

Did you know that the only reason we say that there were three wise men is that they brought 
three gifts?  The Bible never says their number or their names.  The gifts tell us about the givers. 
And these special gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh—tell us much.  

When one king visited or sent an ambassador to another, he would give a gift of gold to show that 
he acknowledged the kingship of the other.  So the first gift of the wise men tells us they recog-
nized Jesus as King.  The second gift is a type of incense, which was used in Jesus time to wor-
ship God.  So this gift shows the wise men paying homage to Jesus’ divinity.  The gift of myrrh is 

oil used to anoint the dying.  It reminds us of Jesus suffering and death on the cross.

So what gifts do we have for Jesus?  Maybe we can take a hint from the wise men.  If we acknowledge Jesus as 
king, maybe a better gift than gold would be to pledge our obedience to him.  Each day we can promise to live 
our vocation as best we can, to love those around us, and forgive those who hurt us.

A better way than burning incense to pay homage to Jesus’ divinity is to 
take time to pray throughout the day.  Some people are able to attend 
daily Mass, others spend time in adoration before the Eucharist, or even 
a few minutes of their lunch break to say the rosary.

As for the gift of myrrh, we can give Jesus the crosses we bear each day. 
When we accept suffering in our lives, especially that caused by our sins, 
we give ourselves to Jesus as he gave himself for us on the cross.  The 
song “Little Drummer Boy” reminds us that the best gift is not necessarily 
the most expensive.  Instead, it is the simple gift that only we can give. 
Let Epiphany remind us to offer our lives to Jesus each day.    Tom Schmidt 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Next Sunday is the Second Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19. Speak, Lord, your servant is 
listening. 

1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20. Your bodies are 
members of the body of Christ. 

John 1:35-42. They saw where Jesus lived and they 
stayed with him. 

The Sanctuary Light by the tabernacle 
burns to remind us of the sacramental 
presence of Jesus Christ. It is a mark of 
honor to remind the faithful of the pres-
ence of Christ, and is a profession of their 
love and affection.  

The Sanctuary Light will burn this week in 
loving memory of: Deceased Parishioners. 

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Light burn in memory 
of a loved one, call  the Church Office.  The donation for the 
Sanctuary Light is $10. 

Online Giving Is Available on Our 
Website at www.olphbc.org (click 
on Give Online), or simply scan the 
QR code with your phone. You can 
easily create your donation account 
online and make changes at any time. 

Sponsor of the Week:   

Look to the back now!  Look and remember to support these 
businesses when you need a product or service.  Also, tell them 
“thank you” for their interest in Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

The flowers in church this week were 
donated in loving memory of:  

Cathy Madere requested by 
The Madere Family.

Church Flowers—Anyone who wishes to 
donate the flowers in church in memory of a loved one 
for a particular weekend may call the church office.  
The donation is $50 payable to the Altar Society.  

Church Financials 
 Fiscal Month Ending 

October 31, 2023 

Total Income    $ 200,713  
Total Expense   $ 211,928 
Net Gain/(Loss) $  11,215 

Thank you to our parish fami-
ly members who faithfully 
support our parish.  May God 
bless you for your generosity! 

Confirmation  
Preparation Classes

The sacrament of Confirmation is conferred in the 
Junior year of high school (11th grade) in the Arch-

diocese of New Orleans. OLPH celebrates this sacrament in the Fall 
each year. There will be a Parent/Student Meeting on Thursday, Jan-
uary 11, 2024 at 6:00 PM in the church to go over all requirements for 
preparation for the sacrament. High school students in both Catholic 
and non-Catholic schools should attend and register for Confirmation as 
soon as possible. Registration can be done through our website at 
www.olphbc.org/hsr-forms.  For more information check our website 
or contact C.C. Merritt at the parish office.   

Sacraments of  
First Reconciliation and 

First Communion  
Preparation 

There will be a Parent Meeting for students who are in Second Grade or 
above who have not received the sacraments of Reconciliation and 
Holy Communion and have been participating in a Catholic School or 
Catholic Religious Education Program. This meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 6:00 PM in the church. Registration for the 
sacraments and expectations for preparation will be discussed. The fee 
for the sacraments is $60 ($30 for Reconciliation and $30 for Holy Com-
munion). For more information, questions, or concerns please contact 
C.C. Merritt at 504-394-0314 or email cre@olphbc.org.

Archdiocesan Silver Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration 

 will take place on 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 at 3:00 p.m., 
in Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic 
Church, New Orleans. 

If you will be celebrating your 25th Wedding Anni-
versary in 2024 (married in the year 1999) or were 
married between 1994-1999 and wish to attend, 
please register with the parish office no later than 
Tuesday, January 9, 2024.  

Please note: This celebration is a prayer service and 
not a Mass. Attendance of Mass for Sunday obligation 
will have to be met within one’s parish.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Epiphany of the Lord

The Vatican, specifically Cardinal Prefect Victor Fernandez, with the approval of Pope Francis, 
revised its 2021 directive which denied the blessing of same-sex unions (“God cannot bless 
sin”). The new directive (Fiducia Supplicans / Supplicating Trust) now allows for the blessing 
of such relationships. This shift was motivated by Pope Francis’ desire to avoid “rigid ideo-
logical positions”. At the same time, the Declaration emphasizes that, “There’s no intention to 
legitimize anything, but rather to open one’s life to God, to ask for his help to live better, and 

also to evoke the Holy Spirit so that the values of the Gospel may be lived with greater faithfulness”.

This latest move by Pope Francis should come as no surprise: the pontiff told the Associated Press, “Being homosexual isn’t a crime”. In addition, the 
Vatican stated that under certain circumstances transgender people (even those who have undergone sex readjustment and therapies) can be baptized as 
Catholic and serve as godparents. This would be allowed as long as it did not cause scandal or confusion among the faithful. Same-sex couples are to be 
shown the same respect as the other faithful. This too is a reversal of the 2015 directive which banned transgenders from serving as godparents. Also, on 
various occasions, Pope Francis has reached out to members of the LGBTQ+ community. Pope Francis, for example, sent an email response to Stan 
Zerkowski, who serves as the leader of the Diocese of Lexington’s outreach to LGBTQ+: “Dear Brother, thank you very much for your ministry. I pray for 
you, please continue to do so for me. May the Lord bless you and the Madonna watch over you. Fraternally, Francis.” (Oct. 21, 2023)

The new Declaration emphasized the following: Marriage is a permanent covenant between one man and one woman; sexual relations outside of marriage 
is a sin; homosexual acts are disordered; such blessings are forbidden within the context of a civil union; and they are not to be administered with the 
vestments of the clergy or associated liturgical symbols.  The Declaration explains that the blessings are a sign of acknowledging the love shared by the 
couple as well as the companionship and mutual support which are goods for human development. What is disapproved of are the conjugal acts which are 
properly expressed in a sacramental marriage. In effect, the Church is extending Christ’s love for the individuals while the homosexual act is sinful. In so 
doing, there is the hope of conversion.  The release of the document evoked strong reactions, both in support and dissent. Advocates have seen the Dec-
laration as “'progress” for the Church’s evangelizing mission to those in the shadows and have turned away from the Church. Others have viewed the 
documents as opening the door for the Church to recognize same-sex unions as sacramental marriages. Such a recognition would be contrary to Divine 
Revelation and the moral Tradition of the Church. The U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has highlighted the continuity of the Declaration with both 
Divine Revelation and settled Catholic moral teaching.

What we are witnessing is a conflict of ecclesiologies; a difference of visions concerning the Church Jesus left behind. Those who disapprove of the Dec-
laration understand the Church’s mission to be a CERTAIN TRUMPET in teaching the truths about faith and morals. Those who approve understand the 
Church to be a "field hospital” (Pope Francis) called to bring the love, mercy, and inclusive arms of Jesus, especially to those who have been rejected and 
scorned. Unfortunately, what is emerging is a separation between fidelity to Divine Revelation and the pastoral-evangelical mission to preach the Gospel 
to the whole world. Such a breach must be reconciled.

Both dissenters and advocates need to be Solomon-like by praying together, “…give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distin-
guish between right and wrong” (1 Kgs 3:1-15). God was pleased because he didn’t ask for passing things among which was “the death of your ene-
mies.” Likewise, our differences must never move us to view one another as “enemies”. We are known to be faithful disciples of Jesus by “the love we 
have, one for the other” (Jn 13:35).

The next meeting of the “Synod on Synodality” will occur in October of 2024. Serious issues and concerns have and will be raised. They deserve thought-
ful responses which are elusive in a hostile environment. The months ahead are periods of grace. Mary is our guide. She “kept all these things, and pon-
dered them in her heart.” (Lk 2:19).

Straight Talk     
by: Father William Maestri

Blessing Same-Sex Unions

WQNO 690 AM

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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