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 7:30 a.m. & Vigil 4:00 p.m. 

 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 7:30 a.m.  
 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

(Rosary - 6:15 p.m. followed by Chaplet of Divine 
 Mercy; Novena - 6:50 p.m.) 

 8:30 a.m. During the school year  
(7:30 a.m. when school is not in session) 

 7:30 a.m.  
 7:30 a.m. 

  8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
  Consult the bulletin. 

 
 5:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m. 
 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
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VISITATION OF THE SICK:  In-
form the Church Office when someone 
is sick, shut-in or hospitalized and una-
ble to attend Mass. 

FUNERALS: Inform the Church Office 
as soon as possible when someone in 
the family dies, preferably before con-
tacting the funeral home. 

Sacraments 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  Baptisms are usually 
celebrated after any weekend Mass.  Currently we only 
schedule one family at a time.  Parents and godparents 
are required to attend a seminar prior to the Baptism.  
The seminar is usually held on the third Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Day Chapel in Church. More 
information and required forms can be found on our 
website.  

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION: First Eu-
charist is celebrated the first Saturday of May for stu-
dents in the 2nd grade or above.  Children older than 
2nd grade will be prepared on individual situations.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation must be celebrated 
prior to Communion. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:  Confirma-
tion is celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade.  Candidates 
who attend Catholic high school or are enrolled in the 
High School of Religion program come together for 
Sacramental preparation.  All candidates are asked to 
pre-register in their freshmen year and no later than De-
cember of their 10th grade year.  Information and regis-
tration can be found on our website: www.olphbc.org.   

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Contact the 
Church Office at least nine months prior to the planned 
date.  No other arrangements should be made before 
contacting the Church Office. 

For more information on any of our Sacraments, 
contact C.C. Merritt in the Church Office or email 
cre@olphbc.org. 

Religious Education 
The mission of OLPH's Religious Edu-
cation program is to bring the “Good 

News” of God’s love to all children and their families and to 
call them to commit their lives to Christ. Religious Educa-
tion is available for children in Kindergarten through adults. 
We encourage parents to be parishioners of OLPH when 
registering students for Religious Education classes. Census 
forms can be obtained from the Parish Office during regular 
business hours, in the gathering area of the church or you 
can register online.  Call C.C. Merritt, 504-394-0314, or 
email cre@olphbc.org for more information. 

SUNDAY LITURGY OF THE WORD:  Children in 
grades K-2nd are invited with a catechist during 11:00 a.m. 
Mass to the Day Chapel for the Liturgy of the Word for 
Children (September-May).  A summary of the readings of 
the day is discussed on their level. 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:  Our PSR program is 
divided in two parts. Family Faith Formation is the 
"academic" part with the textbook discussed at home as a 
family. Our Encountering Engaging Events are a chance to 
come together as a community to worship together, do 
crafts, or engage in traditional events like our Nativity Play 
and Living Way of the Cross.  

HIGH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: Students in 9th through 
12th grade not attending a Catholic High School are offered 
Faith Formation with academics at home, working at their 
own pace, but also some time to get together to discuss what 
they have learned with their peers about three times a year. 
It is intended to be an informal study with honest Catholic 
answers.  

RCIA:  Are you or someone you know interested in becom-
ing Catholic or completing Sacraments?  Please join our 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).  We have a 
Year-Round RCIA process that you can enter into whenever 
you are ready. This is for you if you have never been bap-
tized, if you have been baptized into another denomination 
and now want to become Catholic, or if you are an adult 
Catholic but have never been confirmed.  Sessions will be 
held in person on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. (day and 
time can be adjusted to personal schedules). For additional 
information and to register, contact C. C. Merritt in the 
Church Office or email at cre@olphbc.org. 

Archdiocese of New Orleans Safe Environment—
Refer to the Web Site: http://www.nolacatholic.org/
safe-environment for policies and procedures concern-
ing safe environment and child protection 

NEW PARISHIONERS 

We welcome you to a very friendly and enthusiastic community. 
Please fill out the information in the Binder on the Welcome Table 
located in the back of church or register at the Church Office.  A Cen-
sus Form can also be found on our website at www.olphbc.org. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sunday, January 21, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time; Jon 3:1
-5, 10; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s dismissal, Church—11:00 a.m. 
KC Meat Sauce & Spaghetti fundraiser, KC Hall—12:00 p.m. 
OLPH St. Vincent de Paul “Clothing” Drive, Church 

Monday, January 22, Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection 
of Unborn Children; 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26; 
Mk 3:22-30 
Communion Service, Church — 7:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 

Tuesday, January 23, Memorial of Saint Vincent, Deacon and 
Martyr and Saint Marianne Cope, Virgin; 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-
19; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Mk 3:31-35 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
RCIA Meeting—5:00 p.m. 
Confessions, Church— 5:30 p.m.-6:15 p.m. 
Novena—Mother of Perpetual Help, Church —6:50 p.m. 
Daily Mass, Church—7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 24, Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales, 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church; 2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-
28, 29-30; Mk 4:1-20 
Daily Mass, Church—8:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
PSR Shoebox Float Project—5:00 p.m. 

Thursday, January 25, Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, 
Apostle; Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Mk 16:15-
18 
Daily Mass, Church — 7:30 a.m.  
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Choir Rehearsal, Church—7:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 26, Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, 
Bishops; 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10; Mk 
4:26-34 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Riverbend Mass—10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, January 27, Memorial of Saint Angela Merici, Vir-
gin; 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Mk 4:35-
41 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. 
Confessions, Church —2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 28, Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Dt 
18:15-20; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9; 1 Cor 7:32-35; Mk 1:21-28 
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s dismissal, Church—11:00 a.m. 
2nd Collection—Catholic Schools 

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1/20, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— Eric Hansen, Larry 
Avist, Sr., Peter “Trae” Vujnovich III, Marie  
Antoinette Chabaud, Alexandra “Allie” Boteler,  
Rachel & Joseph Celentano, Barbara Jurisich, Karen 
Cappiello, Oliver & Margaret Koch

1/21, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— for the Parishioners 

1/21, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.— Myrna Schultheis, Lynn 
Clement, Gary Buras, Rose McKenna Simonson,  
Vincent & Belle Ladner, Sanders & Dobard Families, 
Lynwell Wilson, Darlene Boudet, Lucille Bernard, 
Eric Hansen, Allyson Kirby, Rosemary (Schaubhut) 
Hebert, Pat & Dolly Stakelum, Arturo Yap, Soledad 
Padua 

1/23, Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest 

1/23, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest 

1/24, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. — for the intentions of 
the Priest 

1/25, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest 

1/26, Friday, 7:30 a.m. — for the intentions of the 
Priest 

1/27, Saturday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest 

1/27, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— for the Parishioners 

1/28, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— Myrna Schultheis, C.J. 
Malley, Barbara Jurisich, Karen Cappiello 

1/28, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.— Lynn Clement, Eric  
Hansen, Gary Buras, Rose McKenna Simonson, Ante 
& Ane Jurisic, Rachel & Joseph Celentano, Sanders & 
Dobard Families, Lynwell Wilson, Darlene Boudet, 
Lucille Bernard, Allyson Kirby 

OLPH St. Vincent 
de Paul Society  
Clothing Drive 

We are having a “Clothing 
Drive” the weekend of Janu-
ary 20/21, 2024.  We will be 

collecting clothing (men, women, children), 
towels, sheets, blankets, curtains and stuffed 
animals in any condition.  Please drop off your 
donations in the bin in the back of Church. 

Thank you for your support!! 

 Scripture Readings & Events this Week 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for the Year 2024

January—For the Gift of Diversity in the Church

We pray that the Holy spirit may help us to recognize 
the gift of different charisms within the Christian com-
munity and to discover the richness of different tradi-
tions and rituals in the Catholic Church.

Bible Verses for 
the Year!

KINDNESS -
January

“Do to others as you would have 
them do to you.”  Luke 6:31

PSR Nativity Play

PSR Students held their an-
nual Nativity Play before 
Christmas.  OLPH School 
Students were invited to 
attend and participate. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

TITLES OF MARY:

OUR LADY OF ALTAGRACIA 
January 21 

In 1502, on the island of Hispanio-
la, the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
honored under the title of Nuestra 
Señora de la Altagracia. Her image 
had been brought from Spain by 
Alfonso and Antonio Trejo, broth-
ers who were among the first Euro-
pean settlers of the island. She is 

now patroness of the Dominican Republic.

OUR LADY OF DAMASCUS 
January 24

An ancient icon of Our Lady of 
Damascus was brought to Malta 
from Rhodes by the Knights of 
St. John in 1530, and venerated 
in the Greek Catholic Church in 
Valletta. 

A New Way, A New World 

When the people of Nineveh repented, they showed 
it by wearing sackcloth and fasting from food. Some-
times we might think that way: That repenting 

means punishing ourselves or feeling sorry. Jesus sees things differ-
ently. He preached repentance that was a change of heart, a new way 
of looking at things, a new way of acting. In the gospel today, we see 
an example. The first people he calls to be disciples were fisherman. 
They would have considered their family, their partners, and their boat 
as the most important things in their lives. You need all of them to be a 
successful fisherman. Yet the disciples don’t even hesitate when called 
by Jesus. They leave behind their boats, their nets, even their father, 
to follow Jesus. They don’t worry about what they will do, or look back 
at what they are leaving behind. Now they are fishers of men. Their 
“repentance” was more than just giving up sins. They were beginning a 
new life and a new way of looking at the world. 

Saint Paul refers to this as a new world. When he talks about not using 
the world fully, he means not fully engaged in the world, but looking to 
a better one, where God is more important than any passing pleasure 
or pain. Is your marriage an example of God’s love for your friends and 
relatives? When you are rejoicing, do you give thanks to God? When 
you are shopping, do you buy what you really need, or what you think 
will make you happy? Jesus calls us all to this new way of living. With 
Jesus, we can make a new world.       Tom Schmidt 

To Answer the Call 

Something very profound is going on in this brief pas-
sage about the call of the first apostles. Jesus calls, 
they follow. It’s a pretty simple cause and effect sce-
nario. Yet, you and I both know that following Jesus is 
anything but simple these days…right? Or could it be 
that this passage is the perfect model for just how 
radical it is to follow Jesus?  

Jesus offered the first apostles no explanations, He 
didn’t try to sway them. He boldly called out an invitation and issued a promise. He 
continues to stand by the shore near our boats and offer the same to us. First, He 
invites us. It’s a call, a challenge, a summons to adventure. “Come on, let me show 
you where you could go.” However, Jesus always respects our free will. We freely 
choose to follow, or to remain behind. The choice is ours.  

Then, he makes a promise, “I will make you fishers of men.” What does that mean 
exactly? Each baptized individual is called to be a witness of the faith. This mission 
looks different for each person. I am called to witness to the faith in this written for-
mat. I am also called to share the faith with my children. Others are called to be a 
witness in the workplace. Some of you might witness before large groups of people. 
Others will share the faith one person at a time, helping to share the light of Christ 
candle by candle. We are invited, each in our own unique way, to participate in 
Jesus’ mission to build the Kingdom of Heaven. No matter who we are, Jesus in-
vites us to get up and go on an adventure with Him.  

I think the word “abandoned” is important here. Abandoned is a very active word, it 
paints a vivid picture of someone throwing an object aside, forgetting it’s very exist-
ence. The first apostles abandoned their nets when they answered Jesus’ sum-
mons. They didn’t hold onto their tools, just in case. They didn’t ask to stow their 
boats first so they wouldn’t get stolen. The apostles show us how to let go of every-
thing to follow Jesus. This isn’t an easy task, and fortunately we have a God who is 
not outdone in generosity. There isn’t a time limit on Jesus’ call to discipleship. He 
calls us every day, every moment. Over and over again, we have the opportunity to 
more freely say “Yes!” and abandon our own nets to follow Jesus.       By Kate Taliaferro 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Next Sunday is the 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Deuteronomy 18:15-20. I will put my words into the 
prophet’s mouth and he will tell them all I command.

1 Corinthians 7:32-35. The unmarried woman dedi-
cates herself to the things of the Lord, that she might 
be holy.

Mark 1:21-28. This is a new kind of teaching that 
speaks with authority.

The Sanctuary Light by the tabernacle burns to 
remind us of the sacramental presence of Jesus 
Christ. It is a mark of honor to remind the 
faithful of the presence of Christ, and is a pro-
fession of their love and affection. 

The Sanctuary Light will burn this week in 
loving memory of: Rosemary (Schaubhut) 
Hebert, requested by The Schaubhut Fami-
ly; and Pat & Dolly Stakelum, requested by 

The Schaubhut Family.

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Light burn in memory 
of a loved one, call  the Church Office.  The donation for the 
Sanctuary Light is $10.

Mass Cards
If you would like a Mass for a deceased per-
son, please contact the Church Office. A 
beautiful Mass card with an image of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help will be mailed to the 
person of your choice for an offering of $5 
per Mass.  Send your $5 donation to the 

Church Office, with the name of the Mass intention, name 
and address where the card is to be mailed, and who’s mak-
ing the request. 

Online Giving Is Available on Our 
Website at www.olphbc.or (click 
on Give Online), or simply scan the 
QR code with your phone. You can 
easily create your donation account 
online and make changes at any time.

Sponsor of the Week:

Look to the back now!  Look and remember to support these 
businesses when you need a product or service.  Also, tell them 
“thank you” for their interest in Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

The flowers in church this week were 
donated in loving memory of: 

Deceased members of the Altar 
Society.

Church Flowers—Anyone who wishes to do-
nate the flowers in church in memory of a 

loved one for a particular weekend may call the church of-
fice.  The donation is $50 payable to the Altar Society. 

Church Financials
Fiscal Month Ending

October 31, 2023

Total Income $ 200,713 
Total Expense $ 211,928
Net Gain/(Loss) $ 11,215

Thank you to our parish fami-
ly members who faithfully 
support our parish.  May God 
bless you for your generosity!

Fr. Peter Boerding Knights of 
Columbus Council #6357 

When: Sunday, January 21, 2024 at 
12:00 p.m.

Where: KC Hall, 9016 Hwy. 23, 
Belle Chasse

Fundraiser for the Seminarian Mission Fund

After 11:00 a.m. Mass, the KC’s will be selling plates 
of meat sauce and spaghetti to support the Seminari-
an Mission Fund. Plates will be $12 each. We hope to 
see you there!! Thanks for your Support!! 

Archdiocesan Spiritualit  
Center Lenten Retreat 
in Dail  Life (Virtual) 

Would you like to begin your Lenten journey with an at home 
retreat? Perhaps you would like to deepen your relationship 
with God and experience praying with scripture. This retreat is 
for experienced prayers and those just beginning in prayer. If 
God is nudging you about beginning spiritual direction, the Len-
ten Retreat is a wonderful opportunity to experience what spiritu-
al direction is. Attend a virtual opening group session; spend 
time in personal prayer with Scripture for approximately 30 
minutes each day; meet with a trained spiritual director weekly 
during the retreat (private session). Opening Session Sunday, 
February 18, 2024 2:00pm-Closing Thursday, March 21, 2024, 
7:00pm. Donation: $40.00 (Adjustments can be made.)  Please 
register by Friday, February 9, 2024. To register on the web: 
https://nolacatholic.or registration email:archspirctr@arch-
no.org or telephone (504) 861-3254. (See Flyer on the Infor-
mation Table in the Back of Church.)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

The persecution of the Church, and the shedding of the martyr’s blood is not frozen in 
time. Throughout history, the Church, the People of God who profess Jesus is Lord, has 
suffered the demonic rage of worldly tyrants. The past is prologue, and the Church is once 
again being crucified and the blood again stains the pages of history. 

The latest episode of persecution by an instrument of the Evil One, and by no means the 
only one, is being conducted by the tyrannical Daniel Ortega and his fiercely anti-Catholic 

wife Murillo.  President Ortega came to power in 1979, with the Sandinistas (FSLN). They overthrew the dictator, Anastasio Somoza. In a democratic 
election in 1990, Ortega was defeated but returned to power in 2007. Since then, there has been a slow, calculated restriction of human rights, es-
pecially RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Protests against these repressive actions by the State were answered by increased oppression, especially against 
the Catholic Church. 

A new eruption of persecution has been imposed by Ortega during this Holy Season of Advent and Christmas. This sacred time of God’s love entering 
humanity and history; God’s victory over the chains of sin; have been met with the jailing of bishops, priests, seminarians; the closing of churches, 
and the forbidding of religious services, as well as the silencing of sermons and speeches that were critical of the UNJUST Ortega dictatorship. Many 
courageous witnesses have been deported, others have received harsh jail sentences in the most violent and dehumanizing of prisons. All of this 
without benefit of legal counsel, contact with family and loved ones, and sacramental support.

The latest episodes occurred on December 20, 2023, with the arrest of Bishop Alvarez and a subsequent 26-year sentence. His “crime”? He dared 
to proclaim the Gospel call to conversion to Ortega and his unjust regime. The Ortega thugs declared this to be subversive, obstructing justice, un-
dermining authority, and promoting civil unrest. Next, after offering the New Year’s Eve Mass, Father Gustavo Sandino was taken into custody for 
praying for Bishop Alvarez! Father Sandino has not been seen since.

Pope Francis, during his Angelus address, said, “I follow with deep concern what is happening in Nicaragua.” He went on to say that the actions by 
the Ortega dictatorship shows a disregard for the “rule of law and fundamental freedoms.” One Vatican official viewed the situation under Ortega as 
“one of the worst since the Cold War.” Following the regime’s increased persecution, the Vatican closed its embassy and recalled its Ambassador 
who was threatened with expulsion. Pope Francis concluded his Angelus address by calling for “the sincere search for peace, which is born of truth, 
justice, freedom, and love, which is achieved through the patient pursuit of dialogue.” Martha Molina, Nicaragua: A Persecuted Church, notes the 
following: since 2018, there have been more than 770 attacks, arrests, expropriations and harassments including obstruction of religious proces-
sions, prayers, Masses in cemeteries, along with numerous messages of hate and threats of violence by the regime.

The situation is not just the suffering of the Church in Nicaragua, it is a UNIVERSAL SIN in that it is an egregious affront to humanity, and to all that is 
just in promoting the dignity of the human person and the common good. The persecution of the Catholic Church transcends a particular religious 
tradition; it calls for the SOLIDARITY in prayer and witness by all who hold dear those rights and freedoms which do not proceed from government, 
but are gifts bestowed by God in whose image the human person is made. 

We may ask, “Where is Jesus?” (Mt. 2:1-2; Jn. 20:11-18). He is in the midst of it all, lying in a manger and nailed to a cross. He is saying to each con-
science, “Follow me. Be not afraid. For there is an EMPTY TOMB. Divine Love and Life shines in the darkness and is not overcome.” (Lk. 2:10-11; Lk. 
5:8-11; Jn. 21:20-22; Jn. 1:5).

Straight Talk     
by: Father William Maestri

ALL are Nicaraguans!

WQNO 690 AM
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