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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We, the Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
are a living and growing Catholic community of 
faith, striving to follow and serve Christ.  We are 
an evangelizing community, and we welcome 
others to fullness of life in Christ. With Mary we 
say “Yes” to God’s call to pray together, worship 
consciously, and serve joyfully.

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 7:30 a.m. & Vigil 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Monday 7:30 a.m.  
Tuesday 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. During the school year  
 (7:30 a.m. when school is not  
 in session) 
Thursday 7:30 a.m.  
Friday    7:30 a.m. 
First Friday Adoration:  8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Holy Days:     Consult the bulletin. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Tuesday  5:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m. 
Saturday  2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK (ANOINTING) 
By appointment only 

To visit our 
church website 
scan the QR 
code below: 
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VISITATION OF THE SICK:  In-
form the Church Office when someone 
is sick, shut-in or hospitalized and una-
ble to attend Mass.

FUNERALS: Inform the Church Office 
as soon as possible when someone in 
the family dies, preferably before con-
tacting the funeral home.

Sacraments

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  Baptisms are usually 
celebrated after any weekend Mass.  Currently we only 
schedule one family at a time.  Parents and godparents 
are required to attend a seminar prior to the Baptism.  
The seminar is usually held on the third Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Day Chapel in Church. More 
information and required forms can be found on our 
website. 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION: First Eu-
charist is celebrated the first Saturday of May for stu-
dents in the 2nd grade or above.  Children older than 
2nd grade will be prepared on individual situations.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation must be celebrated 
prior to Communion.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:  Confirma-
tion is celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade.  Candidates 
who attend Catholic high school or are enrolled in the 
High School of Religion program come together for 
Sacramental preparation. All candidates are asked to pre
-register in their freshmen year and no later than De-
cember of their 10th grade year.  Information and regis-
tration can be found on our website: www.olphbc.org.  

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Contact the 
Church Office at least nine months prior to the planned 
date.  No other arrangements should be made before 
contacting the Church Office.

For more information on any of our Sacraments, 
contact the Church Office or email cre@olphbc.org.

Religious Education
The mission of OLPH's Religious Edu-
cation program is to bring the “Good 
News” of God’s love to all children and 

their families and to call them to commit their lives to 
Christ. Religious Education is available for children in Kin-
dergarten through adults. We encourage parents to be pa-
rishioners of OLPH when registering students for Religious 
Education classes. Census forms can be obtained from the 
Parish Office during regular business hours, on the Wel-
come Table located in the back of church or you can register 
online.  Call the church office at (504) 394-0314, or email 
cre@olphbc.org for more information.

SUNDAY LITURGY OF THE WORD: Children in 
grades K-2nd are invited with a catechist during 11:00 a.m. 
Mass to the Day Chapel for the Liturgy of the Word for 
Children (September-May).  A summary of the readings of 
the day is discussed on their level.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:  Our PSR program is 
divided in two parts. Family Faith Formation is the 
"academic" part with the textbook discussed at home as a 
family. Our Encountering Engaging Events are a chance to 
come together as a community to worship together, do 
crafts, or engage in traditional events like our Nativity Play 
and Living Way of the Cross.

HIGH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: Students in 9th through 
12th grade not attending a Catholic High School are offered 
Faith Formation with academics at home, working at their 
own pace, but also some time to get together to discuss what 
they have learned with their peers about three times a year. 
It is intended to be an informal study with honest Catholic 
answers.

RCIA:  Are you or someone you know interested in becom-
ing Catholic or completing Sacraments?  Please join our 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).  We have a 
Year-Round RCIA process that you can enter into whenever 
you are ready. This is for you if you have never been bap-
tized, if you have been baptized into another denomination 
and now want to become Catholic, or if you are an adult 
Catholic but have never been confirmed. Sessions will be 
held in person on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. (day and 
time can be adjusted to personal schedules). For additional 
information and to register, contact the Church Office or 
email cre@olphbc.org.

Archdiocese of New Orleans Safe Environment—
Refer to the Web Site: http://www.nolacatholic.org/safe
-environment for policies and procedures concerning 
safe environment and child protection.

NEW PARISHIONERS

We welcome you to a very friendly and enthusiastic community.  
Please fill out the information in the Binder on the Welcome Table 
located in the back of church or register at the Church Office. A 
Census Form can also be found on our website at www.olphbc.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sunday, April 21, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. (Fr. M) & 11:00 a.m. (Fr. K)
2nd Collection—Diocesan Priest Retirement—All Masses
Children’s Dismissal—11:00 a.m.
Croatian Mass, Church—5:00 p.m.

Monday, April 22, Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment

Tuesday, April 23, Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7; Jn 10:22-30 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Confessions, Church—5:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m.
Novena—Mother of Perpetual Help, Church—6:50 p.m.
Daily Mass, Church—7:00 p.m. (Fr. K)

Wednesday, April 24, Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8; 
Jn 12:44-50 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Daily Mass, Church—2:00 p.m. (Fr. K)
PSR—Rosary Meeting, Church—5:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 25, Feast of Saint Mark, Evangelist;1 Pt 5:5b-14; 
Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 16:15-20
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Catholicism Class, KC Hall—7:00 p.m. (Fr. M)
Choir Rehearsal, Church—7:00 p.m.

Friday, April 26, Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Riverbend Mass—10:00 a.m.

Saturday, April 27, Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 14:7-
14 
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 p.m. (Fr. M)
1st Eucharist Retreat, Church—9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Confessions, Church—2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. (Fr. K)

Sunday, April 28, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. (Fr. M) & 11:00 a.m. (Fr. K)
Children’s Dismissal—11:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Easter

4/20, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— for the Parishioners

4/21, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— Anne Fowler, for the 
intentions of Dave & Sue Mallaun, for the intentions of 
Bob & Carol Cothern, Rennie Coludrovich, Jr., Sanders 
& Dobard Families, Lynwell Wilson, Reba Bubrig

4/21, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.— Joyce Ehrhard, Eric 
Hansen, Wayne Perrin, Esther Belsom, Ante & Marija 
Jurisic, Darlene Boudet, Lucille Bernard, Carol 
Schaubhut, Al (Pitt) Buras, Francis Gainey, Seth David 
Chedville, Stipo & Anka Cibilich, Christopher Lincoln, 
Blaze St. Marie, Gary Buras

4/22, Monday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest

4/23, Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest

4/23, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. — for the intentions of the 
Priest

4/24, Wednesday, 7:30 a.m.— Blaze St. Marie

4/24, Wednesday, 2:00 p.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest

4/25, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest

4/26, Friday, 7:30 a.m.— Blaze St. Marie

4/27, Saturday, 7:30 a.m.— for the intentions of the 
Priest

4/27, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— Eric Hansen, Larry Avist, 
Sr., Peter “Trae” Vujnovich III, Johnnie Pennison, 
Alexandra “Allie” Boteler, Beverly Hebert, Michelle 
Machella, Francis Gainey, Loyce Rousselle, Charles 
Rousselle, Evelyn Jacksina, Blaze St. Marie, Abraham & 
Louise Paddio, Reba Bubrig

4/28, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— for the Parishioners

4/28, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.— Adrijan Dekovic, Darlene 
Boudet, Lucille Bernard, Eric Hansen, Seth David 
Chedville, Blaze St. Marie, Gary Buras, Sanders & 
Dobard Families, Lynwell Wilson

Scripture Readings & Events this Week

Daily Masses 
on Wednesday, 
April 17th, 
Wednesday, 

April 24th, Wednesday May 
1st & Wednesday, May 8th 
will be at 7:30 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. 

OUR 
LADY OF 

GOOD 
COUNSEL

April 26

The image 
now known 
as Our Lady 
of Good 

Counsel is said to have been 
transported miraculously from 
Albania to the town of Genazza-
no, Italy, in 1467, where it has 
since remained in the church 
dedicated to her under that title.

OUR LADY OF MONTSERRAT
April 27

The town of Mont-
serrat, Spain, is 
home to a celebrat-
ed Black Madonna 
that dates from 
about the twelfth 
or thirteenth centu-
ry. Ignatius of 
Loyola is said to 
have redirected his 
life after a night in 
prayer before the 
statue.

May 
5, 

2024

11 AM Outdoor 
Mass and Picnic

Details to follow in 
next week’s Bulletin.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions 
for the Year 2024

April—For the Role of Women

We pray that the dignity and immense value of women be 
recognized in every culture, and for the end of discrimina-
tion that they experience in different parts of the world.

Bible Verses 
for the Year!

April—KINDNESS

So, then, while we have 
the opportunity, let us do good to all, 
but especially to those who belong to 
the family of the faith.  Galatians 6:10

OLPH School News

Pre-K1 & Pre-K2 enjoyed their Easter Egg Hunt.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fourth Sunday of Easter

Catholicism:  Faith Seeking Understanding

In this year long theological, biblical, spiritual, and moral adventure, 
the Truth, Beauty, and Goodness of the Catholic Tradition will un-
fold. This journey into the richness of Catholicism is open to ALL:  
those well-versed in Catholicism; the newly arrived; those returning 
to their home of Faith; and to those who are curious and skeptical.

Catholicism is a UNIVERSAL, ever-expanding Canopy under which 
faith and reason; the everyday and the eternal; and the mystery and 
revelation of God’s love become the foundation of our daily lives.

When: Thursdays at 7:00 PM

Where: KC Hall, 9016
Highway 23, Belle Chasse

Presenter: Fr. Maestri

ALL are welcomed. 

Please bring your Bible and the updated 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.  

Sponsored by OLPH, Educational Ministry.

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a process through 
which individuals journey to learn more about the Catholic Faith anticipating 
the reception of the sacraments. Please join us in welcoming into the sacra-
ments as initiated Catholics at the Easter Vigil Mass the following 
adults: Amanda Nicole Kelly Dekovic, Lindsey Rose Stavos Elliott, 
Jacqueline Nicole Rodriguez Munsterman, Elisabeth Anne Cooper, 
Brandon Michael Dufrene.

Wednesday, May 1st
7:00 PM—9:30 PM in the Church

FOOD FUN PRAISE

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Next Sunday is the 
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31. He explained how the 
Lord appeared to Saul and spoke to him on his journey.

1 John 3:18-24. His commandments are these; that we 
believe and that we love one anther.

John 15:1-8. He who lives in me, and I in him, bears 
much fruit.

The Sanctuary Light by the tabernacle burns to 
remind us of the sacramental presence of Jesus 
Christ. It is a mark of honor to remind the 
faithful of the presence of Christ, and is a pro-
fession of their love and affection. 

The Sanctuary Light will burn this week 
in loving memory of:  Charles & Loyce 
Rousselle, requested by David & Ann 

Vallot; and Abraham & Louise Paddio, requested 
by Dolly Roy.

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Light burn in memory 
of a loved one, call  the Church Office.  The donation for the 
Sanctuary Light is $10.

Online Giving Is Available on Our 
Website at www.olphbc.org (click 
on Give Online), or simply scan the 
QR code with your phone. You can 
easily create your donation account 
online and make changes at any time.

Sponsor of the Week:  Knights of Columbus

Look to the back now!  Look and remember to support these 
businesses when you need a product or service.  Also, tell them 
“thank you” for their interest in Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

The flowers in church this week were do-
nated in loving memory of: 

Cathy Madere, requested by The 
Madere Family.
Church Flowers—Anyone who wishes to do-
nate the flowers in church in memory of a 

loved one for a particular weekend may call the church office.  
The donation is $50 payable to the Altar Society. 

Church Financials
Fiscal Month Ending
December 31, 2023

Total Income $ 399,000 
Total Expense $ 323,000

Net Gain/(Loss) $ 76,000*
*includes Fair Net Proceeds of $90,000

Thank you to our parish family 
members who faithfully support 
our parish.  May God bless you 
for your generosity!

Shepherding Our 
Hearts to the Father's

The Holy Spirit is burning within 
Peter, the first of the Apostles, 
as he proclaims the truth about 
Jesus to the leaders of the 
Jews in today’s First Reading: 
Jesus Christ is the stone they 
rejected and executed, the 
cornerstone of the Church, in 
Whom all salvation and healing 

is found.

In Christ, the Son of God, we also become children of God. In 
Christ, who calls himself the Good Shepherd, we are known and 
healed and saved. This Good Shepherd has sacrificed everything 
for our sake, laying down His life willingly, and taking it back up 
again.

Jesus is always the one in control. No one forces him to do any-
thing. The Father sent him into the world on a mission of salva-
tion, and his whole life is dedicated to saving all of us. It is a 
struggle, but he is not struggling to protect or save himself; he is 
struggling to save all of us as he gives all of Himself. The enemy 
does not make him recoil or run away from his mission; the “wolf” 
will not make him anxious, because he cannot lose. Jesus is not 
worried. He does not need to recalculate his battle plan. The Plan 
is set from the beginning: He must take on all our fallenness and 
woundedness and sin and death itself, and carry it all the way to 
Golgotha in his own Perfect Heart – completely human and com-
pletely divine; he must sacrifice himself wholly by laying down his 
life, and then transform every darkness into light when he takes 
up his life again.

And His glorious promise to us is that ultimately, all will be drawn 
together so that there will be one flock without division, under the 
one Shepherd of love. The love of the Father has willed that we 
be called His children, as St. John tells us. God has created a 
world and a Heaven that would not be complete without us, be-
cause we are all members of one family in Christ, each of us be-
loved sons and daughters. Through Christ’s rejection and death, 
we are redeemed, received, and given eternal life. In this free-
dom, we are called to accept this great gift and follow the com-
mands of our Good Shepherd.  By Kathryn Mulderink

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fourth Sunday of Easter

With the Presidential election fast approaching, such is a good time to reflect on a little appreciated 
practice of the outgoing president - the Farewell Address. As to our current situation, there is much to 
ponder from former President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s January 17, 1961 Address. His was a clarion call 
to a Nation, tested in war and facing a greater challenge in building a durable peace, to cherish the 
foundation of American exceptionalism: “…we yet realize that America’s leadership and prestige de-
pend, not merely upon our unmatched material progress, riches and military strength, but on how we 
use our power in the interests of world peace and human development.”

Furthermore, the former President challenged the American people to view the blessings bestowed, “from sea to shining sea”, as a holy responsibility, entrusted to each 
new generation by those who first pledged their “lives, fortunes, and sacred honor”. Americans are not only the guardians of liberty’s light, but America is that “City on 
a hill”, an inspiration to the nations of what liberty under law makes possible: “Throughout America’s adventure in free government, our basic purposes have been to 
keep the peace; to foster progress in human achievement, and to enhance liberty, dignity and integrity among people and among nations…”.

President Eisenhower’s Address was more than a trip down memory lane. His hope and vision looked beyond, into the future with its challenges and possibilities. He 
famously warned of the growing influence of our military-industrial complex. However, little noted at the time, and still little appreciated today, was his concern about the 
growing “technological revolution” rapidly unfolding in the second half of the 20th century. Over the decades, its growth, presence, and influence have achieved satura-
tion status within our everyday global world. The former President expressed concern as to this techno-revolution.

The changing face of research opens the door to a second concern, namely, the increased presence of the Federal government for setting the agenda for research: “The 
prospect of domination of the nation’s scholars by Federal employment, project allocations, and the power of money is ever present and is gravely to be regarded.”

Modern research is both costly and subject to blood sport fierce competition: Research and development expenditures by academic institutions, totaled $97.8 billion in 
FY 2022, an increase of $8.0 billion from FY 2021. Of this $8.0 billion increase, Federal spending accounted for $4.9 billion. From a global perspective, a record high of 
almost (US) $1.7 trillion, of which 10 countries accounted for 80% of spending. Part of the increased spending goes to attracting the new and next generation of the best 
and brightest. In addition, universities expend significant resources in securing a top-level faculty. (In Louisiana, the average annual salary for research professors 
is: $88,304, which ranks 47th, while the national average is $102,000).

Added to this complex mixture of money and competition are the ethical issues attached to modern research and development: the kinds of research undertaken and its 
effects for promoting human dignity and the common good; the means employed for conducting the research; and the ethical guidelines for applying the re-
search. These are crucial issues too often viewed as “values questions”, which are deemed “subjective” and outside the scope of scientific review. This great divide 
between values and scientific research would be unthinkable to such notables: St. Albert the Great, St. Thomas Aquinas, Nicholas of Cusa, William Turner, Robert Boyle, 
Lord Kelvin, Marconi, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, George Washington Carver, Wernher von Braun, Albert Einstein, Louis Pasteur, Max Planck, Michael Faraday, Werner 
Heisenberg and numerous others.

A third area of concern voiced by the former President, was the concentration of power in the hands of a techno-scientific class which would control the public poli-
cy agenda. While affirming the contributions of those who have enhanced the quality of life, and human development worldwide, he cautioned, “…we must also be alert 
to…[the] danger that public policy could itself become the captive of a scientific-technological elite.” Over the decades, we have witnessed the power of technology to 
influence behavior and values on the general citizenry. Of special concern, is the ways in which information and communication have become increasingly ideologi-
cal. The dissemination of information has become less about education and more about indoctrination; less conversation and increased confrontation; less civility re-
placed by a general coarsening of the culture.

President Eisenhower issued a challenge to those entrusted in caring for the common good: “It is the task of statesmanship to mold, to balance, and to integrate these 

forces [research, university, government, and money] …within the principles of our democratic system - ever aiming toward the supreme goals of our free society.”

To find such statesmanship is akin to finding lips on a chicken.

Next: A Time For Balance (Part II)

Straight Talk 
by: Father William Maestri

President Eisenhower:
Prophet and Sage (Part I)

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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