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MMIISSSSIIOONN SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT
WWee,, tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff PPeerrppeettuuaall HHeellpp,, 
aarree aa lliivviinngg aanndd ggrroowwiinngg CCaatthhoolliicc ccoommmmuunniittyy ooff 
ffaaiitthh,, ssttrriivviinngg ttoo ffoollllooww aanndd sseerrvvee CChhrriisstt..  WWee aarree 
aann eevvaannggeelliizziinngg ccoommmmuunniittyy,, aanndd wwee wweellccoommee 
ootthheerrss ttoo ffuullllnneessss ooff lliiffee iinn CChhrriisstt.. WWiitthh MMaarryy wwee 
ssaayy ““YYeess”” ttoo GGoodd’’ss ccaallll ttoo pprraayy ttooggeetthheerr,, wwoorrsshhiipp 
ccoonnsscciioouussllyy,, aanndd sseerrvvee jjooyyffuullllyy..

MMAASSSS SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE
SSaattuurrddaayy 7:30 a.m. & Vigil 4:00 p.m.
SSuunnddaayy 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
MMoonnddaayy 7:30 a.m. 
TTuueessddaayy 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
WWeeddnneessddaayy 8:30 a.m. During the school year 

(7:30 a.m. when school is not 
in session)

TThhuurrssddaayy 7:30 a.m.
FFrriiddaayy   7:30 a.m.
FFiirrsstt FFrriiddaayy AAddoorraattiioonn::  8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
HHoollyy DDaayyss:: Consult the bulletin.

SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT OOFF RREECCOONNCCIILLIIAATTIIOONN
TTuueessddaayy 5:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m.
SSaattuurrddaayy 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. or by appointment.

SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT OOFF TTHHEE SSIICCKK ((AANNOOIINNTTIINNGG))
BByy aappppooiinnttmmeenntt oonnllyy

To visit our 
church website 
scan the QR 
code below:
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VISITATION OF THE SICK:  In-
form the Church Office when someone 
is sick, shut-in or hospitalized and una-
ble to attend Mass.

FUNERALS: Inform the Church Office 
as soon as possible when someone in 
the family dies, preferably before con-
tacting the funeral home.

Sacraments

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  Baptisms are usually cele-
brated on the fourth Sunday of the month during the 10:30 
a.m. Mass. Due to demand, some months may be eliminated 
or another day or time may be chosen by the family if it is 
available on the church schedule of events.” To begin the 
process, parents are encouraged to go to our website at 
www.olphbc.org to access the forms under Sacraments and 
return the forms by email or drop off at the Church Office. 
Parents and godparents are required to attend a seminar prior 
to the Baptism. The Baptismal Seminar is held on the third 
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Day Chap-
el. If you need more information or have questions, call the 
Rectory at (504) 394-0314 or email cre@olphbc.org.

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION: First Eucha-
rist is celebrated the first Saturday of May for students in the 
2nd grade or above.  Children older than 2nd grade will be 
prepared on individual situations.  The Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation must be celebrated prior to Communion.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: Confirmation is 
celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade.  Candidates who attend 
Catholic high school or are enrolled in the High School of 
Religion program come together for Sacramental prepara-
tion. All candidates are asked to pre-register in their fresh-
men year and no later than December of their 10th grade 
year. Information and registration can be found on our web-
site: www.olphbc.org.  

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Contact the Church Of-
fice at least nine months prior to the planned date.  No other 
arrangements should be made before contacting the Church 
Office.

For more information on any of our Sacraments, con-
tact the Church Office or email cre@olphbc.org.

Religious Education
The mission of OLPH's Religious Edu-
cation program is to bring the “Good 
News” of God’s love to all children and 

their families and to call them to commit their lives to 
Christ. Religious Education is available for children in Kin-
dergarten through adults. We encourage parents to be pa-
rishioners of OLPH when registering students for Religious 
Education classes. Census forms can be obtained from the 
Parish Office during regular business hours, on the Wel-
come Table located in the back of church or you can register 
online.  Call the Church Office at (504) 394-0314, or email 
cre@olphbc.org for more information.

SUNDAY LITURGY OF THE WORD: Children in 
grades K-2nd are invited with a catechist during 10:30 a.m. 
Mass to the Day Chapel for the Liturgy of the Word for 
Children (September-May).  A summary of the readings of 
the day is discussed on their level.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:  Our PSR program is 
divided in two parts. Family Faith Formation is the 
"academic" part with the textbook discussed at home as a 
family. Our Encountering Engaging Events are a chance to 
come together as a community to worship together, do 
crafts, or engage in traditional events like our Nativity Play 
and Living Way of the Cross.

HIGH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: Students in 9th through 
12th grade not attending a Catholic High School are offered 
Faith Formation with academics at home, working at their 
own pace, but also some time to get together to discuss what 
they have learned with their peers about three times a year. 
It is intended to be an informal study with honest Catholic 
answers.

RCIA:  Are you or someone you know interested in becom-
ing Catholic or completing Sacraments?  Please join our 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).  We have a 
Year-Round RCIA process that you can enter into whenever 
you are ready. This is for you if you have never been bap-
tized, if you have been baptized into another denomination 
and now want to become Catholic, or if you are an adult 
Catholic but have never been confirmed. Sessions will be 
held in person with day and time to be adjusted to personal 
schedules. For additional information and to register, con-
tact the Church Office or email cre@olphbc.org.

Archdiocese of New Orleans Safe Environment—
Refer to the Web Site: http://www.nolacatholic.org/safe
-environment for policies and procedures concerning 
safe environment and child protection.

NEW PARISHIONERS

We welcome you to a very friendly and enthusiastic community.  
Please fill out the information in the Binder on the Welcome Table 
located in the back of church or register at the Church Office. A 
Census Form can also be found on our website at www.olphbc.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

1/25, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— For the Parishioners

1/26, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— Sanders & Dobard Families, 
Lynwell Wilson, Sally Allan, Arturo Yap

1/26, Sunday, 10:30 a.m.— Eva  Vujnovich, Eugene D. 
Fagnano, Lucille Bernard, Darlene Boudet, Cheryl Ann 
Diodene, Maria Marroquin, Blaze St. Marie, Byron Basco

1/27, Monday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest

1/28, Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest

1/28, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.— Blaze St. Marie

1/29, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest

1/30, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest

1/31, Friday, 7:30 a.m.— Bernadette Duet

2/1, Saturday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest

2/1, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— Dominick J. Sciortino, for the inten-
tions of Cindy Darce’, Darrell Roy, Alexandra “Allie” Boteler, 
Sandra Longley

2/2, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— For the Parishioners

2/2, Sunday, 10:30 a.m.— Eva Vujnovich, Eugene D. Fagnano, 
Lucille Bernard, Darlene Boudet, Cheryl Ann Diodene, Debbie 
Buras, Blaze St. Marie

Saturday, January 25, Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, 
Apostle; Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Mk 16:15-
18
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Confessions, Church—2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. (Fr. K)
2nd Collection—Catholic Schools

Sunday, January 26, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Neh 8:2
-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; 1 Cor 12:12-30 or 1 Cor 12:12-
14, 27; Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. (Fr. M) & 10:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Children’s Dismissal—10:30 a.m. Mass
Baptisms during Mass—10:30 a.m. Mass
2nd Collection—Catholic Schools

Monday, January 27, Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-
6; Mk 3:22-30
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Cub Scout Pack 301 Meeting, Cafeteria—6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, January 28, Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church; Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2, 4ab, 7-
8a, 10, 11; Mk 3:31-35
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m.
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Confessions, Church—5:30 p.m.-6:15 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul Meeting, KC Hall—6:30 p.m.
Novena—Mother of Perpetual Help, Church—6:50 p.m.
Daily Mass, Church—7:00 p.m. (Fr. K)

Wednesday, January 29, Heb 10:11-18; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 
4:1-20
Daily Mass, Church—8:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment

Thursday, January 30, Heb 10:19-25; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Mk 
4:21-25
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Catholicism Class, KC Hall—7:00 p.m. (Fr. M)
Choir Rehearsal, Church—7:00 p.m.

Friday, January 31, Memorial of Saint John Bosco, Priest; Heb 
10:32-39; Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40; Mk 4:26-34
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Riverbend Mass—10:00 a.m.

Saturday, February 1, Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-
75; Mk 4:35-41
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Confessions, Church—2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. (Fr. M)
2nd Collection—Building & Maintenance Fund

Sunday, February 2, Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. (Fr. K) & 10:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Children’s Dismissal—10:30 a.m. Mass
OLPH School Family Mass—10:30 a.m.
Throat Blessing—All Masses
2nd Collection—Building & Maintenance Fund
KC Mass, Church— 10:30 a.m. & Blood Drive, KC Hall—9:00 
a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Scripture Readings & Events this Week

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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During a recent school Mass, 14 students par-
ticipated in a touching procession, each carry-
ing a flower for each victim lost in the terrorist 
attack on Bourbon Street in New Orleans.

OLPH School News

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry

We are in need of certain items for 
our food pantry.  If you are able to 
donate, please place items in our bin 
in the back of Church.  Thank you 

for your help in feeding those in need.

Our pantry currently needs the following items: 

ALL DONATIONS ARE WELCOMED AND APPRECIATED!!                                                           

Tuna Cake Mix Jelly
Spam Icing Chef Boyardee
Cereal Pancake Mix Pork n Beans
Oat Meal Syrup Black eye peas
Chicken in can Powder milk Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Soup (Any kind)

Confirmation Registration for 2025

The Sacrament of Confirmation is conferred in the Junior year 

of high school (11th grade) in the Archdiocese of New Orleans. 

OLPH celebrates this sacrament in the Fall each year. There 

will be a Parent/Student Meeting in the early Spring.  High 

school students currently in 10th grade in both Catholic and non

-Catholic schools should register for 

Confirmation now. Registration can be 

done through our website at 

www.olphbc.org/hsr-forms.  

For more information check our web-

site or contact Suzette Perrin at the 

parish office at (504) 394-0314. 

Patty’s Peace     by: Patty Mattison

In September, 2024, the parish lost a 150-
200 year old oak tree. It had stress and ter-
mite damage and we had no choice but to 
cut it down. A sobering moment turned into 
a delight when a parishioner was passing by 
and saw the tree being cut down. David Val-
lot started doing wood work as a hobby 
when he retired. Just then he said, "Call it 
luck or Devine Intervention but I knew I 
would use that wood to make something." 
That's how the bench idea was born. A 
touching addition are the memorials to Fa-
thers Jimmy Jeanfreau and Otis Young 
which are engraved on the back rest of the 
bench. David and wife Ann are originally 
from Thibodeaux but have been in this ar-
ea since the early 1980s.  

Thank you David for this beautiful dona-
tion to our parish. It will be enjoyed by 
many for years to come.

Rejoicing in the Lord

In the first reading, Ezra gets 
a strange reaction from the 
people to whom he reads the 
book of the law. First they lie 
down, with faces to the 
ground, and then they all are 
weeping. Remember the 
background of this reading. 
The people of Israel had re-
turned from exile and needed 
to become a unified nation. 
Most had never heard the 
laws, so when they learned what was expected of them and 
realized how much of the Law they had broken, they wept from 
shame. Many probably didn’t know that they had been breaking 
the law. Others might have been overwhelmed with all the re-
quirements of the law.

Ezra and Nehemiah console the people by reminding them that 
their return makes this a day “holy to the Lord” (Nehemiah 
8:10). He adds that they would draw strength from “rejoicing in 
the Lord.” That may be good advice for us also.

We might find ourselves so trapped in sin that we think we 
could never be forgiven. We need to remember that Jesus 
loved sinners so much that he gave his life on the cross to free 
us from sin. No sin can be so bad that God’s love cannot forgive 
it. In other words, God’s forgiveness is only limited by our failure 
to ask for it. As the psalms say, God’s mercy endures forever. 
In fact, the more I have to repent, the more God wants to for-
give. So we can rejoice in the Lord’s forgiveness and the Spirit 
will give us the strength to change our lives.

And what about those who find the law overwhelming? That 
usually means a lack of faith in God’s willingness to help us or 
in our ability to do the best we can to live as Christians. It can 
also be because we have forgotten Jesus’ saying that all of 
God’s laws are contained in the command to love God and love 
our neighbor as we love ourselves. The more we come to ac-
cept God’s presence in our lives and see God in others, the 
easier it becomes to keep the law of love.     Tom Schmidt

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Next Sunday is 
The Presentation of the Lord

Malachi 3:1-4.  The Lord whom you seek will come 
to his temple.

Hebrews 2:14-18.  He had to be made like his fellow 
men in all things.

Luke 2:22-40. My eyes have seen your saving power.

The Sanctuary Light by the tabernacle burns to 
remind us of the sacramental presence of Jesus 
Christ. It is a mark of honor to remind the faithful 
of the presence of Christ, and is a profession of 
their love and affection. 

The Sanctuary Light will burn this week in 
loving memory of: Bernadette Duet, re-
quested by Rita Duet Casler; and Gene-
vieve Duet, requested by Rita Duet Casler.

If you would like to have the Sanctuary Light burn in memory 
of a loved one, call  the Church Office. The donation for the 
Sanctuary Light is $10.

Mass Intentions & Cards
If you would like a Mass for a deceased person, please 
contact the Church Office. A beautiful Mass card with an 
image of Our Lady of Perpetual Help will be mailed to 
the person of your choice for an offering of $5 per Mass. 
Send your $5 donation to the Church Office, with the 
name of the Mass intention, name and address where 
the card is to be mailed, and who’s making the request. 

NOTE: Mass intentions can be scheduled for weekday and weekend 
Masses. Some guidelines include: (a) An intention may be for the deceased 
or the living (i.e. “The Healing of…”, “The intentions of …”); (b) Each weekend, 
one Mass is reserved for “All Parishioners’ Intentions.”; (c) Only one intention 
can be offered at each Weekday Mass, except for Holy Days of Obligations 
that fall during the week; and (d) Mass can be said for an individual (e.g. “John 
Smith”), a married couple (“Joe and Mary Smith”) or a family (e.g. “The Smith 
Family”).

Sponsor of the Week: 

Look to the back now!  Look and remember to support these 
businesses when you need a product or service.  Also, tell them 
“thank you” for their interest in Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Pope 
Francis’ 
Prayer 

Intentions 
for 2025

January—For 
the right to an 

education

Let us pray 
for migrants, refugees and 
those affected by war, that 
their right to an education, 
which is necessary to build a 
better world, might always be 
respected.

The flowers in church this week 
were donated in loving memory of: 
Deceased Members of the Altar 
Society.

Church Flowers—Anyone who wishes to 
donate the flowers in church in memory of 
a loved one for a particular weekend may 
call the church office. The donation is $50 
payable to the Altar Society. 

Church Financials
Year to Date through November 30, 2024

Thank you to our parish family members who faithfully 
support our parish.  May God bless you for your generosity!

Online Giving Is Available on Our Website at www.olphbc.org (click on Give Online), or 
simply scan the QR code with your phone. You can easily create your donation account online 
and make changes at any time.

Income before Fair, Maint. & Capital
Fair Proceeds
Maintenance Monthly Collections
Capital Campaign Collections
Expenses
Total YTD Actuals

Operating
211,530

91,000

(309,198)
$ (6,668)

Maintenance

25,435

(57,075)
$ (31,640)

Cap. Campaign

(50,916)
$ (50,916)

Total
211,530

91,000
25,435

(417,189)
$ (89,224)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

On November 21,2024, Pope Francis addressing the Dicastery for Culture and Educa-
tion said there is a ‘dangerous plague’ which is pervasive in today’s world. This lethal 
dis-ease is known as NIHILISM. Accompanying this general mood (geist/spirit, or bet-
ter, dis-spirit) is what Pope Benedict XVI termed the “dictatorship of relativism” (2005 
Sermon too soon to be electors to fill the ’shoes of the Fisherman’). By this he means 
a philosophy which “does not recognize anything as definitive and whose ultimate 

goal consists solely of one’s own ego and desires.” (Same 2005 sermon). The third leg of the stool is an anti-metaphysical perspective 
which denies there is an objective truth to reality (Being), which can be discovered by reason and not simply invented by one’s will or de-
sires (the “MY truth” approach to everyday life. See George Weigel’s important book, The Fragility of Order, esp. pp.101-03.). 

Just what is nihilism? The answer(s) are as numerous as Joseph’s multicolored coat (Gen 37:3;31). For our purpose’s nihilism, in its cultur-
al, intellectual, and existential mutations, is the denial of God’s existence, objective truth, a universal human nature which reveals moral 
principles for human flourishing, and general principles which promotes the development of a just social order and advances the common 
good. 

Pope Francis views this Unholy Trinity (nihilism, relativism, and anti-metaphysics) in its deepest manifestations. Specifically, it is a direct 
attack on the theological virtue of HOPE (Catechism, Nos. 1817-21); a desire to “erase hope”. In response to this spiritual pandemic infect-
ing the soul, Pope Francis issued a clarion call to those entrusted with the stewardship of the educational and cultural spheres of public life.

The Pope issued a direct challenge to those in attendance: “Understand your mission in the educational and cultural fields as a call to 
broaden horizons, to overflow with inner vitality, to make room for possibilities unseen, to bestow the ways of the gift [Christian Tradition] 
that only becomes wider when it is shared.” (One is reminded of the words of George Bernard Shaw: “Some men see things as they are, and 
say why. I dream of things that never were, and say why not.” See Pope Francis, Let Us Dream.)

These stirring words of Pope Francis were meant not only for those present. They were directed to the Church universal. Now is the ac-
ceptable time to “awake from sleep” and seize the movement of the Spirit (Jesus’ call to be watchful and awake occurs six times in Mark: 
Chapter 13 verses 9, 23, 33, 35, and 37). The Spirit is not confined to a particular place, time or a specific group: “The wind blows where it 
wills"; “so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (Jn 3:8). Of special vitality are the “little platoons” of religious and civic virtue which 
draws one out of an isolated individualism, and buffer local communities (family, neighborhood, school, civic organizations, church) from 
the all-consuming reach of the state (see Edmund Burke, “Reflections on the Revolution in France”, and Thomas Hobbes, LEVIATHAN).

Pope Francis closed his remarks by reminding us there is “no reason to be overwhelmed by fear…we are surrounded by such a host of wit-
nesses [saints and sages, past and present]…let us get rid of any burden of pessimism; it is not Christian…we must not let the feeling of 
fear win…. Contemplating the living Christ enables us to have the courage to launch into the future.”

In this Jubilee Year with its theme, ‘Pilgrims of Hope’, let us go forth with the life-giving waters of the Gospel for a parched world (Jn 4:14); 
with the food of Word and Sacrament for a world overfed and undernourished (Jn 6:35), and the Truth with Love that drives out all fear, and 
sets us free (1Jn 4:18; Jn 8:31-32).

Straight Talk 
by: Father William Maestri

Pope Francis:
‘The Dangerous Plague’

EWTN.COM/RADIO

TUNE IN
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