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MMIISSSSIIOONN SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT
WWee,, tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff PPeerrppeettuuaall HHeellpp,,
aarree aa lliivviinngg aanndd ggrroowwiinngg CCaatthhoolliicc ccoommmmuunniittyy ooff
ffaaiitthh,, ssttrriivviinngg ttoo ffoollllooww aanndd sseerrvvee CChhrriisstt.. WWee aarree
aann eevvaannggeelliizziinngg ccoommmmuunniittyy,, aanndd wwee wweellccoommee
ootthheerrss ttoo ffuullllnneessss ooff lliiffee iinn CChhrriisstt.. WWiitthh MMaarryy wwee
ssaayy ““YYeess”” ttoo GGoodd’’ss ccaallll ttoo pprraayy ttooggeetthheerr,, wwoorrsshhiipp
ccoonnsscciioouussllyy,, aanndd sseerrvvee jjooyyffuullllyy..

MMAASSSS SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE
SSaattuurrddaayy 7:30 a.m. & Vigil 4:00 p.m.
SSuunnddaayy 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
MMoonnddaayy 7:30 a.m.
TTuueessddaayy 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
WWeeddnneessddaayy 8:30 a.m. During the school year

(7:30 a.m. when school is not
in session)

TThhuurrssddaayy 7:30 a.m.
FFrriiddaayy 7:30 a.m.
FFiirrsstt FFrriiddaayy AAddoorraattiioonn:: 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
HHoollyy DDaayyss:: Consult the bulletin.

SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT OOFF RREECCOONNCCIILLIIAATTIIOONN
TTuueessddaayy 5:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m.
SSaattuurrddaayy 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. or by appointment.

SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT OOFF TTHHEE SSIICCKK ((AANNOOIINNTTIINNGG))
BByy aappppooiinnttmmeenntt oonnllyy

To visit our
church website
scan the QR
code below:
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VISITATION OF THE SICK: In-
form the Church Office when someone
is sick, shut-in or hospitalized and una-
ble to attend Mass.
FUNERALS: Inform the Church Office
as soon as possible when someone in
the family dies, preferably before con-
tacting the funeral home.

Sacraments

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Baptisms are usually cele-
brated on the fourth Sunday of the month during the 10:30
a.m. Mass. Due to demand, some months may be eliminated
or another day or time may be chosen by the family if it is
available on the church schedule of events.” To begin the
process, parents are encouraged to go to our website at
www.olphbc.org to access the forms under Sacraments and
return the forms by email or drop off at the Church Office.
Parents and godparents are required to attend a seminar prior
to the Baptism. The Baptismal Seminar is held on the third
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Day Chap-
el. If you need more information or have questions, call the
Rectory at (504) 394-0314 or email cre@olphbc.org.
SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION: First Eucha-
rist is celebrated the first Saturday of May for students in the
2nd grade or above. Children older than 2nd grade will be
prepared on individual situations. The Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation must be celebrated prior to Communion.
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: Confirmation is
celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade. Candidates who attend
Catholic high school or are enrolled in the High School of
Religion program come together for Sacramental prepara-
tion. All candidates are asked to pre-register in their fresh-
men year and no later than December of their 10th grade
year. Information and registration can be found on our web-
site: www.olphbc.org.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Contact the Church Of-
fice at least nine months prior to the planned date. No other
arrangements should be made before contacting the Church
Office.
For more information on any of our Sacraments, con-
tact the Church Office or email cre@olphbc.org.

Religious Education
The mission of OLPH's Religious Edu-
cation program is to bring the “Good
News” of God’s love to all children and

their families and to call them to commit their lives to
Christ. Religious Education is available for children in Kin-
dergarten through adults. We encourage parents to be pa-
rishioners of OLPH when registering students for Religious
Education classes. Census forms can be obtained from the
Parish Office during regular business hours, on the Wel-
come Table located in the back of church or you can register
online. Call the Church Office at (504) 394-0314, or email
cre@olphbc.org for more information.
SUNDAY LITURGY OF THE WORD: Children in
grades K-2nd are invited with a catechist during 10:30 a.m.
Mass to the Day Chapel for the Liturgy of the Word for
Children (September-May). A summary of the readings of
the day is discussed on their level.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: Our PSR program is
divided in two parts. Family Faith Formation is the
"academic" part with the textbook discussed at home as a
family. Our Encountering Engaging Events are a chance to
come together as a community to worship together, do
crafts, or engage in traditional events like our Nativity Play
and Living Way of the Cross.
HIGH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: Students in 9th through
12th grade not attending a Catholic High School are offered
Faith Formation with academics at home, working at their
own pace, but also some time to get together to discuss what
they have learned with their peers about three times a year.
It is intended to be an informal study with honest Catholic
answers.
RCIA: Are you or someone you know interested in becom-
ing Catholic or completing Sacraments? Please join our
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). We have a
Year-Round RCIA process that you can enter into whenever
you are ready. This is for you if you have never been bap-
tized, if you have been baptized into another denomination
and now want to become Catholic, or if you are an adult
Catholic but have never been confirmed. Sessions will be
held in person with day and time to be adjusted to personal
schedules. For additional information and to register, con-
tact the Church Office or email cre@olphbc.org.

Archdiocese of New Orleans Safe Environment—
Refer to the Web Site: http://www.nolacatholic.org/safe
-environment for policies and procedures concerning
safe environment and child protection.

NEW PARISHIONERS
We welcome you to a very friendly and enthusiastic community.
Please fill out the information in the Binder on the Welcome Table
located in the back of church or register at the Church Office. A
Census Form can also be found on our website at www.olphbc.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time

2/22, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— For the Parishioners
2/23, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— Sally Allan
2/23, Sunday, 10:30 a.m.— Eva Vujnovich, Eugene D.
Fagnano, Lucille Bernard, Darlene Boudet, Wilfred & Rita Caro,
Maria Marroquin, Leonora Adames, Blaze St. Marie, Donna
Probrica, Stipo & Anka Cibilic, Steven Cibilich, Debbie Buras,
Allyson Kirby, Irwin Cooper III, Sandy Longley
2/24, Monday, 7:30 a.m.— Florence “Flo” Gravolet
2/25, Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest
2/25, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.— Blaze St. Marie
2/26, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.—Marcella Flanagan
2/27, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.— Nazimova Fleming
2/28, Friday, 7:30 a.m.— Hazel Gautreaux
3/1, Saturday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest
3/1, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— Dominick J. Sciortino, Alexandra
“Allie” Boteler, Sandra Longley, Donna Pobrica, Wade &
Barbara Bolotte, Irwin Cooper, III, Jacqueline Cain, Larry Avist,
Sr., Trena Avist, Avist & Wilson Families, Mildred Benoit, Josie
Lisotta, Ferdinand Von Behren, Ruth & Robert Bostick, Mabel
& Bernard Becnel, Margaret Laughlin
3/2, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— For the Parishioners
3/2, Sunday, 10:30 a.m.— Eva Vujnovich, Eugene D. Fagnano,
Wayne Perrin, Lucille Bernard, Darlene Boudet, Debbie Buras,
Blaze St. Marie, Stipo & Anka Cibilic, Allyson Kirby, Sandy
Longley

Saturday, February 22, 1 Pet 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt
16:13-19
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Confessions, Day Chapel—2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Vigil Mass, Cafeteria—4:00 p.m. (Fr. K)
2nd Collection—Archdiocesan Catholic Charities—All Masses
Sunday, February 23, Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time; 1
Sam 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103; 1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13; 1 Cor
15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38
Mass, Cafeteria—8:00 a.m. (Fr. K)
Masses, Cafeteria (Fr. M) and KC Hall (Fr. K) —10:30 a.m.
Children’s Dismissal—10:30 a.m. Mass CANCELLED
2nd Collection—Archdiocesan Catholic Charities—All Masses
Monday, February 24, Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mk 9:14
-29
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Tuesday, February 25, Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-
40; Mk 9:30-37
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Confessions, Church—5:30 p.m.-6:15 p.m. CANCELLED
Novena—Mother of Perpetual Help, Day Chapel—6:50 p.m.
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:00 p.m. (Fr. K)
Wednesday, February 26, Sir 4:11-19; Ps 119:165, 168, 171,
172, 174, 175; Mk 9:38-40
Daily Mass, Cafeteria—8:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Riverbend Mass—10:00 a.m.
Thursday, February 27, Sir 5:1-8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mk 9:41-50
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Catholicism Class, KC Hall—7:00 p.m. (Fr. M)
Choir Rehearsal, Day Chapel—7:00 p.m.
Friday, February 28, Sir 6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35;
Mk 10:1-12
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Saturday, March 1, Sir 17:1-15; Ps 103:13-14, 15-16, 17-18;
Mk 10:13-16
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M)
Confessions, Church—2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. (Fr. M)
2nd Collection—Building & Maintenance Fund
Sunday, March 2, Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. (Fr. K) & 10:30 a.m. (Fr. K)
Children’s Dismissal—10:30 a.m. Mass
2nd Collection—Building & Maintenance Fund

Scripture Readings & Events this Week

Attention Parishioners!
We are beginning the second week of having
the floors of the church refinished, which work

began February 17th and will end on February 28th. During this time we
will not have access to the main body of the church. All weekday Masses
will be held in the Day Chapel, with the exception of Wednesday’s School
Mass, which will take place in the cafeteria. Confessions will be cancelled
on Tuesday, 2/25. **See changes in red to above calendar **

LOOKING AHEAD…

MMaarrcchh 55,, 22002255——AAsshh
WWeeddnneessddaayy MMaasssseess——77::0000
aa..mm..,, 99::0000 aa..mm..,, NNoooonn &&
77::0000 pp..mm..
RReemmiinnddeerr:: DDuurriinngg LLeenntt,,
CCoonnffeessssiioonnss wwiillll bbee hheelldd
oonn TTuueessddaayyss ffrroomm 55::3300
pp..mm..——66::1155pp..mm.. AANNDD oonn
SSaattuurrddaayyss ffrroomm 22::3300 pp..mm..
——33::3300 pp..mm.. iinn CChhuurrcchh..

FFrriiddaayyss dduurriinngg LLeenntt ((eexxcceepptt GGoooodd FFrriiddaayy))——
bbeeggiinnnniinngg FFrriiddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 77tthh::

66::0000 pp..mm.. MMaassss iinn CChhuurrcchh,, ffoolllloowweedd bbyy
66::3300 pp..mm.. SSttaattiioonnss ooff tthhee CCrroossss
KKCC LLeenntteenn FFiisshh FFrryy:: 55::3300 pp..mm..——88::0000 pp..mm..
((BBeehhiinndd KKCC HHaallll))

NNOOTTEE,, dduurriinngg LLEENNTT,, FFrr.. MMaaeessttrrii wwiillll ppaauussee hhiiss
rreegguullaarr ccllaasssseess oonn CCaatthhoolliicciissmm hheelldd oonn TThhuurrss--
ddaayy eevveenniinnggss iinn tthhee KKCC HHaallll.. FFoorr SSiixx TThhuurrssddaayyss
dduurriinngg LLEENNTT ((33//66//2255,, 33//1133//2255,, 33//2200//2255,, 33//2277//2255,,
44//33//2255 aanndd 44//1100//2255)),, FFrr.. MMaaeessttrrii wwiillll hhoolldd aa LLeenn--
tteenn sseerriieess tthhaatt wwiillll bbeeggiinn oonn MMaarrcchh 66,, 22002255..
MMoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn ttoo ffoollllooww..

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry
We are in need of certain items for our
food pantry. If you are able to donate,
please place items in our bin in the
back of Church. Thank you for your

help in feeding those in need.
Our pantry currently needs the following items:

ALL DONATIONS ARE WELCOMED AND APPRECIATED!!

Tuna Cake Mix Jelly
Spam Icing Chef Boyardee
Cereal Pancake Mix Pork n Beans
Oat Meal Syrup Black eye peas
Chicken in can Powder milk Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Soup (Any kind)

Confirmation
Registration for 2025

The Sacrament of Confirmation is con-
ferred in the Junior year of high school
(11th grade) in the Archdiocese of New
Orleans. OLPH celebrates this sacra-
ment in the Fall each year. There will
be a Parent/Student Meeting in the early Spring. High school
students currently in 10th grade in both Catholic and non-
Catholic schools should register for Confirmation now. Regis-
tration can be done through our website at www.olphbc.org/
hsr-forms. For more information check our website or contact
Suzette Perrin at the parish office at (504) 394-0314.

2025 Archdiocese of
New Orleans

Men’s Conference
“I Trust in You”

Saturday, March 15, 2025
8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
St. Dominic Church,

New Orleans

Cost: $55; Students $25 (High School Seniors or Col-
lege Students (18 or older))
The Men’s Conference is the largest gathering of Catho-
lic Men in the Archdiocese. There will be dynamic speak-
ers, inspiring music with the Vigil Project, time for adora-
tion, dozens of priests to hear confessions, Mass with
Archbishop Aymond, and breakfast and lunch besides!
This year’s Conference theme, “I Trust in You”, focuses
on building greater trust with God and one another in
order to take our faith to the next level.
To learn more go to www.nolacatholicmen.com. To reg-
ister, click on the above QR code or visit the website.

Woman’s New Life Clinic is a life-
affirming counseling and medical clinic
that serves women facing unplanned preg-
nancies in the New Orleans and Baton
Rouge communities.
SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2025

Lafreniere Park, Metairie
7:30 a.m.—On-site registration begins
8:30 a.m.—1/2 mile Fun Run/Walk begins
9:00 a.m.—5K begins
Post-race “Birth”day Party to follow
$45 Adult; $25 Student; $20 Child (12 or
under) *Register by Monday, February 24
to receive a race t-shirt

Register Online at wom-
ansnewlife.com/borntorun,
or click on the
QR Code to the
right.

5K RUN/WALK
& 1/2 MILE FUN RUN

Revolutionary Love
“And they’ll know we are Chris-
tians by our love, by our love. Yes,
they’ll know-ow we are Christians
by our love.” The well-known
song, written in the 1960’s by Fr.
Peter Scholtes, echoes today’s
Gospel. Sixty years later and two
thousand years into Christianity,
the song might seem trite or timid.

Sweet images of walking side-by-side, and hand-in hand; that’s nice. In
truth, though, it is so much more. It is, like today’s Gospel, the call for a rev-
olution.
Christ encourages his disciples to a revolutionary love, one unheard of in
their time — a love that gives expecting nothing in return, a love that is nei-
ther earned nor deserved. Love those who hate you. Love those who hurt
you. Forgive the unforgivable and have mercy on the merciless. There is
nothing trite in this love. It is so unexpected, so counter-cultural, so revolu-
tionary that it sets us apart. It is a generous, self-sacrificing, humbling love
that makes the world wonder, “What is up with that?” There is nothing timid
in this love. It is bold, strong, and steadfast. This love calls for the courage to
stand in the wake of hate, cruelty, and injustice. This love calls for the forti-
tude to speak God’s truth even when it’s unpopular. No, not to judge or con-
demn, but to challenge and correct.
If I have run a wooded path and know that it opens to a cliff, what am I to
say to another who is running headlong and full speed through the thicket?
Does this powerful love step back and say, “Hey, you be you, friend. Who
am I to judge?” Or does this steadfast love look the runner in the eye and
urge him, “Hey, that path is dangerous. There’s another way we can travel
together.” Of course it is the latter. What that runner does next and how he
finishes is not mine to decide — that is between him and God — but the love
of today’s Gospel begs me to speak up in mercy.
This kind of love is downright supernatural; we are not capable of it on our
own. Only with the strength of grace, only through Christ can we love like
this, and when we do, He shines through. This love should set us apart so
the troubled world might notice and long to know more.
Indeed, by the grace of God, they will know we are Christians by our love —
by our humble, self-sacrificing, unexpected, bold, steadfast, merciful, revolu-
tionary love. By Pamela Kavanaugh

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Next Sunday is the  
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

 

Sirach 27:4-7.  Do not praise a man before he has spo-
ken. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:54-58. Victory has been given to us 
through Jesus Christ. 
 

Luke 6:39-45.  A man speaks from what is in his heart. 

The Sanctuary Light by the tabernacle burns 
to remind us of the sacramental presence of 
Jesus Christ. It is a mark of honor to remind 
the faithful of the presence of Christ, and is 
a profession of their love and affection.  
The Sanctuary Light will burn this week 
in loving memory of: Christine Car-
penter, requested by Dolly Roy.
If you would like to have the Sanctuary Light 
burn in memory of a loved one, call  the Church 
Office. The donation for the Sanctuary Light is 
$10. 

Sponsor of the Week:      

Look to the back now!  Look and remember to support these 
businesses when you need a product or service.  Also, tell them 
“thank you” for their interest in Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

Pope Francis’  
Prayer Intentions for 2025 

 

February—For Vocations to the  
Priesthood and religious life. 

 

Let us pray that the ecclesial communi-
ty might welcome the desires and 
doubts of those young people who feel 
a call to serve Christ’s mission in the 
priesthood and religious life. 

The flowers in church this week 
were donated in loving memory 
of: 

Jacqueline Cain, requested  
by Dolly Roy.

Church Flowers—Anyone who wishes to 
donate the flowers in church in memory 
of a loved one for a particular weekend 
may call the church office. The donation 
is $50 payable to the Altar Society.  

Church Financials 
 Year to Date through December 31, 2024

Thank you to our parish family members who faithfully  
support our parish.  May God bless you for your generosity! 

DDoo  SSoommeetthhiinngg  BBeeaauuttiiffuull  ffoorr  GGoodd  
February 24—Let us always meet 
each other with a smile, for the 
smile is the beginning of love. 

Online Giving Is Available on Our Website at www.olphbc.org (click on Give Online), or 
simply scan the QR code with your phone. You can easily create your donation account online 
and make changes at any time. 

Income before Fair, Maint. & Capital 
Fair Proceeds 
Maintenance Monthly Collections 
Capital Campaign Collections 
Expenses 
Total YTD Actuals 

Operating 
269,350 
91,000 

(374,030) 
$ (13,680) 

Maintenance 

31,979 

(57,075) 
$ (25,096) 

Cap. Campaign 

7,500 
(50,916) 

$ (43,416) 

Total 
269,350 
91,000 
31,979 
7,500 

(482,021) 
$ (82,192) 

PPrraayyeerr  ttoo  SStt..  DDyymmpphhnnaa  
LLoorrdd,,  GGoodd,,  yyoouu  ggrraacciioouussllyy  cchhoossee  SStt..  DDyymmpphhnnaa  

aass  PPaattrroonneessss  
ooff  tthhoossee  aafffflliicctteedd  wwiitthh  mmeennttaall  aanndd  nneerrvvoouuss  ddiissoorrddeerrss..  

PPlleeaassee  ggrraanntt,,  LLoorrdd,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  pprraayyeerrss  ooff  tthhiiss  
ppuurree  yyoouutthhffuull  mmaarrttyyrr,,  rreelliieeff  aanndd  ccoonnssoollaattiioonn  ttoo  aallll  

ssuuffffeerriinngg  ssuucchh  ttrriiaallss,,  
aanndd  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhoossee  ffoorr  wwhhoomm  wwee  pprraayy  ((mmeennttiioonn  nnaammeess))..  

WWee  bbeegg  yyoouu,,  LLoorrdd,,  ttoo  hheeaarr  tthhee  pprraayyeerrss  ooff  SStt..  DDyymmpphhnnaa  oonn  oouurr  bbeehhaallff..  
GGrraanntt  aallll  tthhoossee  ffoorr  wwhhoomm  wwee  pprraayy,,    

ppaattiieennccee  iinn  tthheeiirr  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  aanndd  rreessiiggnnaattiioonn  ttoo  yyoouurr  DDeevviinnee  wwiillll..  
  PPlleeaassee  ffiillll  tthheemm  wwiitthh  hhooppee,,    

aanndd  ggrraanntt  tthheemm  tthhee  rreelliieeff  aanndd  ccuurree  tthheeyy  ssoo  mmuucchh  ddeessiirree..  
WWee  aasskk  tthhiiss  tthhrroouugghh  CChhrriisstt  oouurr  LLoorrdd  wwhhoo  ssuuffffeerreedd    

aaggoonnyy  iinn  tthhee  GGaarrddeenn..    AAMMEENN..  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time

Admittedly, the title of this article can be a turn-off. Yet, from the beginning loneliness has been a challenge. After God
speaks creation into existence, with all its adornments, it is pronounced “good” (Gen 1:25). It is with the creation of the hu-
man person; creation is declared to be “very good” (Gen 1:31). However, something was missing, the solitary human being
needed a complementary partner, for “It is not good for the man to be alone.” (Gen 2:18). Adam needed another one who was
“bone of [his] bones and flesh of [his] flesh”. Man needs woman “so that” the two of them become one body.” (Gen 2:21-
25). This mutual need for “the other”, is built into our nature. To live for oneself alone is a deforming of our being, and a

denial of our being created in the image/likeness of God who is the Tri-unity of Persons - Three distinct Persons, united in Love, and one in Divine Being (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, CCC, Nos. 232-267).
Tragically, sin enters and the Original Innocence of Eden becomes a place of alienation. The Primal Harmony of creation is torn asunder. Humanity becomes a stranger, an alien, in
what was meant to be God’s dwelling with the human race (Rev 21:3). But now humanity hides in fear and shame. The nuptial complementarity between the sexes is replaced by
competition and division. Humanity and nature are at odds. Adam must work and survive by the sweat of his brow. Most of all, humanity is alienated from God. There are no more
walks with God in the breeze (Spirit).
Sadly, the result is banishment. Sin has inflicted a wound which renders humanity homeless (Peter Berger, The Homeless Mind). There is no return to Eden. The entrance is blocked
by “the cherubim and the fiery revolving sword”. Humanity and history unfold east of Eden (Gen 3:14-24).
Throughout history and the unfolding of our all too human nature, loneliness has been a constant. Each age has its confrontation with loneliness. In the 1950’s, it was captured by
David Riesman's, The Lonely Crowd (1950), and more recently by Robert Putman’s, Bowling Alone (2000). Since then, with the added presence of “social media” and techno-gadgets,
there has been a dramatic increase in isolation, loneliness, depression, and thoughts of suicide especially among millennials and those of the “Z” Generation (Emile Durkheim, Sui-
cide). The increased use of social media, the weakening of the traditional family bonds, the increased secularization of culture, and a lessening of participation in the life of one’s
local community have all contributed to increased loneliness and alienation. A growing number of relationships have become purely transactional and utilitarian (see the research by
Yale Child Study Center and the American Psychological Association, both in 2024.)
The pathologies of loneliness, alienation, and rage have adversely affected the well-being of society and culture. Specifically, the horrific legacies of communism, Nazism and Fas-
cism denied the existence of God, viewed the human personas a means only to be offered up as a sacrifice to the glory of the State or some ideology, and glorified the Leader to a
divine status. Such dystopia is driven by the love of power and not the power of love.
These ‘boot and bayonet’ totalitarianisms have for the most part given way to a ‘cat’s paw’ approach in which Big Brother (1984) is replaced by Big Data. The New Totalitarian’s weap-
on of choice is the computer. Its ammunition is the logarithm and algorithm which collects our choices, in effect, we choose therefore we are! Our being is reduced to a puny, ever-
changing collection of preferences. There is no innate sacred foundation or dignity proper to the human person.
This mercurial view of the person offers a “soft target” for those who seek power - economic and political. Our desires, values, and beliefs can be collected so as to yield a profile for
the most effective way to achieve some goal(s). This ability to collect data also yields the power to DIRECT and produce NEW PREFERENCES. The power to direct behavior enhances
propaganda and obliterates the truth which sets us free (Jn 8:31). The great political philosopher Hannah Arendt (1906-1975), wrote: “The truth is that the masses grew out of the
FRAGMENTS OF A HIGHLY ATOMIZED society …. The chief characteristic of the mass man…[is] his ISOLATION and LACK OF NORMAL SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS.” (The Origins of
Totalitarianism, 1951).
The socially isolated individual, filled with loneliness and rage, is attracted to extremist groups which advocate violence, even assassinations (Brett Kavanaugh and Donald
Trump). The goal is destruction without construction.
What might we do? Confiscate all the computers and smartphones? Tear down the techno-corporate structure? NO! Unrealistic and undesirable.
An early Christian saint, Dymphna of Ireland (d. 650 AD), can rightly be called ’The Saint of the Lonely’. Dymphna’s father suffered a severe mental illness after the death of his
wife. He turned his affections, obsession, to Dymphna, even to the point of wanting to marry her. She fled to Belgium with her spiritual director. Her father tracked her down and had
the director murdered in front of her. Horribly, her completely deranged father beheaded Dymphna with his sword!
St. Dymphna’s care for the mentally ill was based on fostering communities of compassion, human contact, and true communication by listening.
During the Covid pandemic, we learned the importance of flesh pressing flesh. The story of salvation reaches its decisive point with “the Word becoming [our] flesh”. Into the dark-
ness of our loneliness shines the light of LOVE and is “not overcome” (Jn 1:4-5).
(See “Building a Culture of Community”, Tommy Tighe, the WORD among us, June 2024, pp. 52-56). (See prayer to St. Dymphna on previous page.)
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