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MMIISSSSIIOONN SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT
WWee,, tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff PPeerrppeettuuaall HHeellpp,,
aarree aa lliivviinngg aanndd ggrroowwiinngg CCaatthhoolliicc ccoommmmuunniittyy ooff
ffaaiitthh,, ssttrriivviinngg ttoo ffoollllooww aanndd sseerrvvee CChhrriisstt.. WWee aarree
aann eevvaannggeelliizziinngg ccoommmmuunniittyy,, aanndd wwee wweellccoommee
ootthheerrss ttoo ffuullllnneessss ooff lliiffee iinn CChhrriisstt.. WWiitthh MMaarryy wwee
ssaayy ““YYeess”” ttoo GGoodd’’ss ccaallll ttoo pprraayy ttooggeetthheerr,, wwoorrsshhiipp
ccoonnsscciioouussllyy,, aanndd sseerrvvee jjooyyffuullllyy..

MMAASSSS SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE
SSaattuurrddaayy 7:30 a.m. & Vigil 4:00 p.m.
SSuunnddaayy 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
MMoonnddaayy 7:30 a.m.
TTuueessddaayy 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
WWeeddnneessddaayy 8:30 a.m. During the school year

(7:30 a.m. when school is not
in session)

TThhuurrssddaayy 7:30 a.m.
FFrriiddaayy 7:30 a.m.
FFiirrsstt FFrriiddaayy AAddoorraattiioonn:: 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
HHoollyy DDaayyss:: Consult the bulletin.

SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT OOFF RREECCOONNCCIILLIIAATTIIOONN
TTuueessddaayy 5:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m.
SSaattuurrddaayy 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. or by appointment.

SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT OOFF TTHHEE AANNOOIINNTTIINNGG OOFF TTHHEE SSIICCKK
BByy aappppooiinnttmmeenntt oonnllyy

To visit our
church website
scan the QR
code below:



Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana                  September 14, 2025 

 

VISITATION OF THE SICK:  In-
form the Church Office when someone 
is sick, shut-in or hospitalized and una-
ble to attend Mass. 
 

FUNERALS: Inform the Church Office 
as soon as possible when someone in 
the family dies, preferably before con-
tacting the funeral home. 

Sacraments 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  Baptisms are usually cele-
brated on the fourth Sunday of the month during the 10:30 
a.m. Mass. Due to demand, some months may be eliminated 
or another day or time may be chosen by the family if it is 
available on the church schedule of events.” To begin the 
process, parents are encouraged to go to our website at 
www.olphbc.org to access the forms under Sacraments and 
return the forms by email or drop off at the Church Office. 
Parents and godparents are required to attend a seminar prior 
to the Baptism. The Baptismal Seminar is held on the third 
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Day Chap-
el. If you need more information or have questions, call the 
Rectory at (504) 394-0314 or email cre@olphbc.org. 
 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION: First Eucha-
rist is celebrated the first Saturday of May for students in the 
2nd grade or above.  Children older than 2nd grade will be 
prepared on individual situations.  The Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation must be celebrated prior to Communion. 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: Confirmation is 
celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade.  Candidates who attend 
Catholic high school or are enrolled in the High School of 
Religion program come together for Sacramental prepara-
tion. All candidates are asked to pre-register in their fresh-
men year and no later than December of their 10th grade 
year. Information and registration can be found on our web-
site: www.olphbc.org.   
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Contact the Church Of-
fice at least nine months prior to the planned date.  No other 
arrangements should be made before contacting the Church 
Office. 
 

For more information on any of our Sacraments, con-
tact the Church Office or email cre@olphbc.org. 

Religious Education 
The mission of OLPH's Reli-
gious Education program is to 
bring the “Good News” of 
God’s love to all children and 
their families and to call them to 

commit their lives to Christ. Religious Education is availa-
ble for children in Kindergarten through adults. 
We encourage parents to be parishioners of OLPH when 
registering students for Religious Education classes. Census 
forms can be obtained from the Parish Office during regular 
business hours, on the Welcome Table located in the back 
of church or you can register online.  Call the Church Office 
at (504) 394-0314, or email cre@olphbc.org for more in-
formation. 
 

SUNDAY LITURGY OF THE WORD:  Children in 
grades K-2nd are invited with a catechist during 10:30 a.m. 
Mass to the Day Chapel for the Liturgy of the Word for 
Children (September-May).  A summary of the readings of 
the day is discussed on their level. 
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:  Our PSR program is 
divided in two parts. Family Faith Formation is the 
"academic" part with the textbook discussed at home as a 
family. Our Encountering Engaging Events are a chance to 
come together as a community to worship together, do 
crafts, or engage in traditional events like our Nativity Play 
and Living Way of the Cross.   
 

HIGH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: Students in 9th through 
12th grade not attending a Catholic High School are offered 
Faith Formation with academics at home, working at their 
own pace, but also some time to get together to discuss what 
they have learned with their peers about three times a year. 
It is intended to be an informal study with honest Catholic 
answers.   
 

OCIA (aka RCIA):  Are you or someone you know inter-
ested in becoming Catholic or completing Sacraments?  If 
so, please join our OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of 
Adults).  We have a Year-Round OCIA process that you can 
enter into whenever you are ready. Everyone can work at 
their own pace and attend gatherings as they like. Sharing 
our faith with one another is a huge part of our Baptismal 
call. This is for you if you have never been baptized, if you 
have been baptized into another denomination and now 
want to become Catholic, or if you are an adult Catholic but 
have never been confirmed. Sessions will be held in person 
with day and time to be adjusted to personal schedules. For 
additional information or to register, you can contact Su-
zette Perrin at the Church Office (504) 394-0314 or send an 
email to cre@olphbc.org. 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
 

We welcome you to a very friendly and enthusiastic community.  
Please fill out the information in the Binder on the Welcome Table 
located in the back of church or register at the Church Office. A 
Census Form can also be found on our website at www.olphbc.org. 
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The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

9/13, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— Jerry Pigniolo, Dominick J. 
Sciortino, Joyce C. Ehrhard, Oliver & Margaret Koch, Sandra 
“Sandy” Longley, Jacqueline Bubrig Cain, Ronald P. Bou-
dreaux, Francis Gainey, Alexandra “Allie” Boteler, Amy  
Pigniolo Armstrong, Donris Jeanfreau, Peggy Fortmayer, 
Samuel Tague, Darrell Roy, Larry Avist, Sr., Trena Avist, 
Avist & Wilson Families, Jemi Lynn Carlone, Irwin Cooper, 
III, Leonard & Leona Klock, Evan Michael Johnson,  
Ferdinand Von Behren, Ruth & Bob Bostick, Mabel &  
Bernard Becnel, Vernon Devillier, Sr., Joseph Blanda, Jr., 
John Caulking, Roy Wingard, Wade & Barbara Bolotte,  
Evelyn Mistich, Robert Brower, Howard Brower 
 

9/14, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— For the Parishioners (living and 
deceased) 
 

9/14, Sunday, 10:30 a.m.— Blaze St. Marie, Kerry M.  
Casler, Samuel Tague, Lucille Bernard, Darlene Boudet, 
Leroy Webre, Leslie Beyer, Brian North, Evan Michael  
Johnson, Louella Duffel, Allyson Kirby, Kate Popic, Buster 
Dragon, III, Pauline Goebel, Ante I. Tesvich 
 

9/15, Monday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest 
 

9/16, Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest 
 

9/16, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.— Blaze St. Marie 
 

9/17, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest 
 

9/18, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest 
 

9/19, Friday, 7:30 a.m. — For the intentions of the Priest 
 

9/20, Saturday, 7:30 a.m.— For the intentions of the Priest 
 

9/20, Saturday, 4:00 p.m.— For the Parishioners (living and 
deceased) 
 

9/21, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.— Eugene & Edna Fagnano, Sally 
Allan, Cathy Madere, Evan Michael Johnson, Roger Sharpe, 
Lois Danos Becnel 
 

9/21, Sunday, 10:30 a.m.— Eugene & Edna Fagnano,  
Rosemary (Schaubhut) Hebert, Pat & Dolly Stakelum, Blaze 
St. Marie, Francis Gainey, Samuel Tague, Amy Pigniolo  
Armstrong, Lucille Bernard, Darlene Boudet, Leroy Webre, 
Leslie Beyer, Brian North, Evan Michael Johnson, Louella 
Duffel, Allyson Kirby, Kate Popic 

Saturday, September 13, Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church; 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 
5 and 6-7; Lk 6:43-49  
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M) 
Confessions, Church—2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.  
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. (Fr. K) 
 

Sunday, September 14, Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross; 
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17  
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. (Fr. K) & 10:30 a.m. (Fr. M) 
Rite of Enrollment—Confirmation Students—10:30 a.m. Mass 
2nd Collection—Catholic Communication Campaign (All Masses) 
Confirmation Class, Church—5:00—6:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, September 15, Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows; 1 Tm 
2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9; Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M) 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Altar Society, KC Hall—6:30 p.m. 
Gospel of John Class, KC Hall—7:00 p.m. (Fr. M) 
 

Tuesday, September 16, Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and 
Cyprian, Bishop and Martyrs; 1 Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-
3ab, 5, 6; Lk 7:11-17 
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M) 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Confessions, Church—5:30 p.m.– 6:15 p.m.  
Novena—Mother of Perpetual Help, Day Chapel—6:50 p.m.  
Daily Mass, Church—7:00 p.m. (Fr. K)  
 

Wednesday, September 17, 1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 
7:31-35  
Daily Mass, Church—8:30 a.m. (Fr. K) 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Archdiocese Wide Confessions, Church—5:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, September 18, 1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10; Lk 7:36
-50  
Daily Mass, Church—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M) 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Choir Rehearsal, Church—7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, September 19, 1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20; 
Lk 8:1-3  
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M) 
Church Office Hours—9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or by Appointment 
Riverbend Mass—10:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, September 20, Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Taegon, 
Priest, and Paul Chong Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs; 1 Tm 
6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 8:4-15  
Daily Mass, Day Chapel—7:30 a.m. (Fr. M) 
Confessions, Church—2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.  
Vigil Mass, Church—4:00 p.m. (Fr. K) 
 

Sunday, September 21, Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Masses, Church—8:00 a.m. (Fr. K) & 10:30 a.m. (Fr. M) 
KC Mass & Blood Drive—8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
2nd Collection—Capital Campaign (All Masses) 
Catechetical Sunday (All Masses) 
Confirmation Class, Church—5:00—6:30 p.m. 

Scripture Readings & Events this Week 

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intentions for 2025 
 

September—For our  
relationship with all of creation 

 

Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Fran-
cis, we might experience our interdepend-
ence with all creatures who are loved by 
God and worthy of love and respect. 

KC’s Blood Drive—Sunday, Sept. 21, 2025 
 

8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. at the KC Hall 
Please come out and give life by donating blood!!  

Evening of Confession 
 

Wednesday, September 17, 2025  
 

5:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available in all Catholic Parishes 
of the Archdiocese of New Orleans. 
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First Day Back for Our
GIRL Hornets!

From the moment they walked
through the doors, there was sparkle,
laughter, and endless energy buzzing
in the air! Our girls showed up ready to learn,
explore, and make unforgettable memories.
Whether it was sharing friendship hugs, discover-
ing new things, or dreaming big about the year
ahead, it was all about shining bright and being
the incredible Hornets we know and love.

OLPH School News
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The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

FFLLEEAA MMAARRKKEETT CCHHAAIIRRMMAANN NNEEEEDDEEDD!!
The flea market is a staple of the fair. This important volunteer sets
us work days and leads the volunteers. If you are interested in
chairing the Flea Market, please contact the Church office at 504-
394-0314. NOTE, the Flea Market can be chaired by two or more
people.

5500//5500 RRAAFFFFLLEE TTIICCKKEETTSS
Raffle Tickets will be sold after all
masses at the back of church.
OLPH Fair would like to thank
Wayne Breaux Electrical for the
2025 raffle ticket sponsorship.

2025 OLPH Fair News
Friday, October 10, 20255——Sunday, October 12, 2025

THANK YOU
TO OUR

PRESENTING
SPONSOR!

We are thrilled to an-
nounce VENTURE
GLOBAL as the Pre-
senting Sponsor of the
OLPH Fair this year.
Their leadership helps
power family fun and
supports our school
and church. We’re
grateful!

TTIIMMEE TTOO CCLLEEAANN HHOOUUSSEE!!
WWEE NNEEEEDD YYOOUURR DDOONNTTIIOONNSS!!

Please save items to donate for our fair Flea Market.
The items that sell the best are kitchen items, toys,
bedding and holiday decorations. NOTE: The flea
market does NOT sell shoes, clothes, computers or
electronics. Now accepting donations!

Thank YOU for your support!

PPRREE--FFAAIIRR VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERRSS
LLoottss ooff wwoorrkk ggooeess iinnttoo tthhee ffaaiirr bbeeffoorree tthhee
ggaatteess ooppeenn.. WWeeeekkddaayy,, EEvveenniinngg aanndd WWeeeekk--
eenndd hheellpp iiss aallll nneeeeddeedd wwhheetthheerr yyoouu hhaavvee
aann eexxttrraa hhoouurr oorr ccaann mmaakkee aa wweeeekkllyy ccoomm--
mmiittmmeenntt.. TThhee ffaaiirr cchhaaiirrss wwiillll bbee wwoorrkkiinngg
oonn tthhee ggrroouunnddss oonn SSaattuurrddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr
2277tthh aanndd SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 44tthh ffrroomm 88::0000
aa..mm.. uunnttiill NNoooonn,, aanndd wweeeekkddaayyss bbeeggiinnnniinngg

MMoonnddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2299tthh tthhrroouugghh TThhuurrssddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 99tthh
((eexxcclluuddiinngg FFrriiddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 33rrdd)) ffrroomm 44::0000 pp..mm..——88::0000 pp..mm..
IIff aannyyoonnee wwaannttss ttoo vvoolluunntteeeerr ttoo hheellpp,, pplleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt AAmmiiee
aatt ((550044)) 665544--66007788 oorr eemmaaiill oollpphhffaaiirrcchhaaiirrss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm..

FFAAIIRR VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERRSS:: BBOOOOTTHH CCAAPPTTAAIINNSS aanndd SSHHIIFFTT WWOORRKKEERRSS
WWee aarree aallssoo iinn nneeeedd ooff vvoolluunntteeeerrss ttoo hheellpp wwiitthh bbooootthhss,, ggaammeess aanndd ttiicckkeett ssaalleess..
SSiiggnn uupp iiss iinn tthhee bbaacckk ooff cchhuurrcchh aafftteerr MMaasssseess oorr ccoonnttaacctt AAmmiiee HHeebbeerrtt bbyy pphhoonnee
aatt ((550044)) 665544--66007788 oorr eemmaaiill oollpphhffaaiirrcchhaaiirrss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm.. SSiiggnn uupp ccaann aallssoo bbee ddoonnee vviiaa
““SSiiggnn UUpp GGeenniiuuss”” bbyy ssccaannnniinngg tthhee QQRR ccooddee ttoo tthhee rriigghhtt..
TThhee ggiiffttss ooff yyoouurr ttiimmee aanndd ttaalleenntt aarree mmuucchh aapppprreecciiaatteedd aanndd eesssseennttiiaall ttoo tthhee ssuucc--
cceessss ooff tthhee FFaaiirr.. PPlleeaassee ssiiggnn uupp ttoo bbee aa ppaarrtt ooff tthhiiss yyeeaarr’’ss FFaaiirr..

FAIR SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
If you would like to sponsor, please visit
www.olphbc.org fair page for the form

PLATNUM SPONSOR: $2,000.00
-Full Color Large Stage Banner
-Full Color Highway Banner

-Electronic Ad on OLPH Marquis on Hwy. 23
-T-Shirt Advertisement

-Parish Bulletin Insert Recognition
-Recognition in School Newsletter
-P.A. Recognition During Fair

GOLD SPONSOR: $1,500.00
-Full Color Highway Banner

-Electronic Ad on OLPH Marquis
-T-Shirt Advertisement

-Parish Bulletin Insert Recognition
-P.A. Recognition During Fair

SILVER SPONSOR: $750.00
-Full Color Highway Banner

-Parish Bulletin Insert Recognition
-P.A. Recognition During Fair

BRONZE SPONSOR: $300.00
-Booth Sign

-Parish Bulletin Insert Recognition
-P.A. Recognition During Fair

PRESENTING SPONSOR: $5,000.00

RReevveerrssee CCoolllleeccttiioonn
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1133tthh && 1144tthh

If you didn’t get an item from the reverse
collection at Mass this weekend but would
still like to donate, please contact the
Church Office at 504-394-0314.
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana      September 14, 2025  

Next Sunday is  
The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Amos 8:4-7. The Lord God spoke against those who 
buy the poor for money.
 

1 Timothy 2:1-8.  Let prayers be offered to God for 
everyone, for he wishes that all men be saved.
 

Luke 16:1-13.  You cannot be slaves both of God and 
of money. 

The Sanctuary Light by the tabernacle burns to 
remind us of the sacramental presence of Jesus 
Christ. It is a mark of honor to remind the faithful 
of the presence of Christ, and is a profession of 
their love and affection.  
 

The Sanctuary Light will burn this week 
in loving memory of: Amy Pigniolo 
Armstrong, requested by Friends; Eve-
lyn Mistich, requested by Dolly Roy; and 

Henrietta “Hank” Jacksina Barber, requested by 
Dutch Jacksina.
If you would like to have the Sanctuary Light burn in memory of a 
loved one, call  the Church Office. The donation for the Sanctu-
ary Light is $10. 

Sponsor of the Week:  Riverbend Nursing & Rehab 

Look to the back now!  Look and remember to support these 
businesses when you need a product or service.  Also, tell them 
“thank you” for their interest in Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

The flowers in church this week were 
donated in loving memory of: 

 

Doradeese & William Rook,  
requested by Betty & Gary Farwell.

 

Church Flowers—Anyone who wishes to do-
nate the flowers in church in memory of a 
loved one for a particular weekend may call 
the church office. The donation is $50 payable 
to the Altar Society.  

HURRICANE PRAYER: Our Father in heaven, 
through the powerful intercession of Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor, spare us from all harm during this hur-
ricane season; and protect us and our homes from all 
disasters of nature. Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten 
to help us.  AMEN 

Newly Baptized In Christ 
 

OLPH would like to welcome our 
new parishioners that were Baptized 
in August: Hailey Mae Zuvich, 
child of Jennifer and Matthew 

Zuvich, Jr.; Andre’ Christopher Zuvich, child of Jen-
nifer and Matthew Zuvich, Jr.; and Morgan Monroe 
Meinhardt, child of Mallory and John Meinhardt, III. 

Church Financials 
 Year to Date through May 31, 2025

Thank you to our parish family members who faithfully  
support our parish.  May God bless you for your generosity! 

Online Giving Is Available on Our Website at www.olphbc.org (click 
on Give Online), or simply scan the QR code with your phone. You can 
easily create your donation account online and make changes at any time. 

Income before Fair, Maint. & Capital 
Fair Proceeds 
Maintenance Monthly Collections 
Capital Campaign Collections 
Expenses 
Total YTD Actuals 

Operating 
525,673 

91,000 

(626,072) 
$ (9,399) 

Maintenance 

55,821 

(53,859) 
$ 1,962 

Cap. Campaign 

34,253 
(306,137) 

$ (271,884) 

Total 
525,673 

91,000 
55,821 
34,253 

(986,068) 
$ (279,321) 

Total Before CC 
525,673 

91,000 
55,821 

(679,931) 
$ (7,437) 

2025-2026 HSR Registration is OPEN 
If you have any students who are 9th through 12th 
grade, we have an engaging High School of Reli-
gion Program for them. It involves packets of work 

sent home as well as three (3) in person sessions with our catechists. 
Registration for HSR is ONLINE only. Please go to our olphbc.org 
website for digital registration. Fees can be paid in person on Thurs-
day, September 25th at 6:00 p.m. when we meet with parents and 
students. Our HSR classes prepare our young adults for Confirmation 
in the 11th grade as well as their future in our Church Community here 
at OLPH. Questions? Contact Suzette Perrin in the parish office at 
(504) 394-0314.
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The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

One of America’s most distinguished Protestant theologians of the twentieth century 
was H. Richard Niebuhr (1894-1962), though not as well celebrated as his brother Rein-
hold.   
Both came to question some of the basic tenets of Liberal Protestant Theology (LPT), 
especially as it relates to the doctrine of Original Sin and its effects on human nature 

and world history.  Much of their disillusionment with LPT (and Communism) grew out of the overly optimistic view of human nature, a godless 
Marxist-Leninism, and the rise of Nazism and Fascism.  Such atheistic ideologies, which replace the Judeo-Christian God with an idol-worship of 
the State, embodied in the Fuhrer, Il Duce, or Chairman, does NOT usher in the golden age of man on earth.  Rather, it calls forth a Hobbesian - Dar-
winian world of all against all governed by an indifferent nature in which only the fittest prevail.   
H. Richard Niebuhr wrote the following sentence which is relevant today, if not more so, then when first penned: “[Christianity in America desires] A 
God without wrath brought man without sin into a Kingdom, without judgement through the ministrations of a CHRIST WITHOUT A CROSS.” (The 
Kingdom of God in America, 1937).   
These words of Niebuhr resonate today which is also averse to calling evil by its name, and substituting a therapeutic approach for the Gospel mes-
sage of repent and reform (Mt 4:7).  While exhibiting the same malady but with a difference, we put on display the CROSS WITHOUT CHRIST.  We 
have come to view the “cross’” as purely a piece of jewelry to be fashioned by OUR individual taste; a fashion statement I want the world to take 
note of.  The Cross is no longer the “power and wisdom of God” that saves, but a personal display promoting the IMPERIAL SELF.  In either case - 
Christ without a cross, or a cross without Christ - does NOT save.  St Paul writes: “…if Christ has not been raised, …empty is our preaching; empty 
too, YOUR FAITH…. you are still in YOUR SINS…. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are the most pitiable people of all…. But now 
Christ has been raised from the dead” (1Cor 15:12-28). 
The Church calls us to the TRIUMPH of the Cross, that is, Jesus NAILED to the Cross.  Such is the only victory over our ultimate enemies - sin and 
eternal death.  That “Old Rugged Cross” on Calvary, affixed to earth and pointing to heaven, bearing the Savior amidst the condemned, is “the light 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (Jn 1:5).  The shadow of the Cross and the Savior, the crucifix, extends over all history and 
points to that time when He will come again.  Hence, the crucifix is both an ever-present reminder that evil is real but greater still is the invincible 
hope that NEVER fails (Rom 5:5).   
Living in the shadow of the Cross, we must daily answer this question: “Were you there when they crucified my [our] Lord?”  Are we in solidarity 
with the mother of Jesus, the beloved disciple, Mary the wife of Clopas and Mary Magdala? (Jn 19:25-27).  If so, this question follows: “Were you 
there when He rose up from the tomb?”  If yes again, then as with Mary Magdala on that first Easter morning, her words may be ours, “I have seen 
the Lord.” (Jn 20:18). 
We can exalt in the Cross because the stone of sin and death have been rolled back (Mt 28:2), the guards were “shaken with fear…and became like 
dead men” (Mt 28:4), the Evil One has been defeated by the Cross and Empty Tomb, and the Advocate is sent so that “the ruler of this world has 
been condemned” (Jn 16:11). 
Jesus Christ’s Cross-Crucifixion and glorious Resurrection and the indwelling Spirit is His TRIUMPH.  And it is OURS! For it is Divine Love which 
redeems and drives out all fear (1Jn 4:18).      

Straight Talk  
by: Father William Maestri 
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