
 

 

OUR PARISH VISION :  “Inspired by the Holy Spirit and nourished by the Sacraments,  
St. Mary Parish Vermilion, is a welcoming Christ-Centered community.  We are committed to developing 

spiritual growth, sharing vibrant faith, and encouraging total parish involvement.” 

 



 
 
 

                

PARISH OFFICE: 
731 Exchange Street 

Vermilion, Ohio 44089 
440-967-8711 

www.stmaryvermilion.org 

Fr. Paul Schreiner, Pastor                  
pschreiner@stmaryvermilion.org 

MASS INTENTIONS  
        

Vigil Masses and Holiday/Holy Day are always for 
the intentions of St. Mary’s Parish Family 

 
Thursday, 12/24           CHRISTMAS VIGIL 
        4:00 PM - Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 
                     6:00 PM - Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 
        8:00 PM - Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 
 
Friday,  12/25   12:00 AM -  Christmas MIDNIGHT MASS  
   9:00 AM - For the Parish Family  
               

This Weekend in our Parish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday,  12/24  
OFFICE CLOSED        
 
Friday, 12/25 
OFFICE CLOSED                         
 
 

No School / Christmas Break 

 
GOSPEL MEDITATION 

 
If the salutation, “Merry Christmas,” is more than just the ex-
pected greeting we use today, then what is the “more” really all 
about?  Today is a sacred day and the birth of Christ has changed 
not only history but how human beings perceive and relate to 
God. God has become one with humanity in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. All of these truths remain just pious sentiments unless 
they take flesh in the heart and soul of each one of us. We need 
to absorb and immerse ourselves in what is meant by these truths 
so that we can be changed by them. Today is born our Savior, 
Christ the Lord! 
 
A woman once recounted her journey with poverty and how she 
went from “doing” for the poor to “being with” the poor. It’s     
transforming and life changing. It’s easy to simply give alms to 
those in need, and yet another thing to be with them in their    
poverty and become poor ourselves. A change of the axis from 
vertical to horizon puts a whole new twist on things. Our souls 
understand the experience in ways that our minds simply cannot 
comprehend. Christmas requires just such a change. 
 
It is one thing to sing out the words, “Joy to the World,” and 
quite another to experience that joy ourselves. Many have not           
experienced the full impact of that first Holy Night because they 
choose to keep the manager at a distance rather than make a 
home with the Holy One who resides there.  There is truly no 
way to be human unless we understand that God is with us and 
blesses every fiber of our human experience. We cannot be     
totally human unless we listen to the words of the Word Made 
Flesh and work so that justice and peace can be realized by all. 
 
The axis of Christmas begins to shift when we realize it’s not 
about, “I and me,” but, “we and us,” and there’s an order and 
purpose to how God fashions and sustains things. What needs to 
change about us so that Christ can truly be born in us? 



    Christmas 

 

Friday 25, 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!  I pray and hope that you are doing well, 

despite the unexpected turn of events that 2020 has thrust upon us.  I think for all of 

us, this year has been particularly challenging – especially having been isolated from 

many of our family and friends this year.  More than ever, I want to reach out to you 

and let you know that you are being thought of and that you remain in my prayers as 

we continue forward. 

 

Life happens in very unexpected ways, and we can hardly fathom what God is    

thinking of us in our current situation.  I’m sure that we have all experienced many 

joys, sorrows and surprises this year amidst the pandemic and we are uncertain of 

what is to come.  The world can be full of negativity, hopelessness, fear and anxiety.  

I pray this Christmas, that you experience the hope, peace, joy and love of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, in whom all things are possible. 

 

Christ arrived in this world in not the best of circumstances. His parents found    

themselves in a foreign land, and there was no place for the Holy Family to rest   

comfortably.  Despite the inconveniences and discomforts, Mary and Joseph found 

themselves in a stable, surrounded by farm animals.  Our Lord was born into the 

world in the very humblest of circumstances and was worshipped by poor shepherds 

tending their flock.  Soon after, he would have to flee Bethlehem and travel to Egypt 

in order to avoid certain death.   

 

Surrounding St. Luke’s Gospel narrative of our Lord’s birth, we are reminded that 

God desires to be with us.  He became human so that we could be lifted up by Jesus 

to become like our heavenly Father.  We are not alone, despite the current events that 

have transpired.  Our Savior, Jesus Christ, is with us now more than ever, asking if 

we would be willing to accept His help.  It is through Him that we are still able to 

receive the strength to move forward toward that call to holiness and eternal glory.   

 

But that does not discount the many obstacles we have had to face in our current  

situation.  There have been many crosses to bear – many sacrifices that have made us 

weary, worn and tired.  I myself have been tempted to despair and lose faith despite 

the many challenges that we have been faced with.  I want to share a passage from 

St. Paul that I have constantly been turning to throughout this year: 

 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by 

faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the 

glory of God. Not only that, but we even boast in our afflictions, knowing that 

affliction produces endurance, and endurance, proven character, and proven 

character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 

been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given 

to us.” (Romans 5:1-5) 

 

This Christmas, I pray that you may be able to be together as a family, and be 

able to share in the hope, peace, joy and love that Christ has prepared for you.  

Know that the afflictions that we experience now are only temporary, and that 

our Lord Jesus is the primary source of goodness through whom all blessing 

flow.  As we are all baptized in His name, I pray that we may rejoice this 

Christmas season as one family in Christ! 

 

May you remain in God’s peace and love, 
Fr. Paul Schreiner 


